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Dear Iwasoki Shigeo:

Your letter of the 21st which testifies to your interest
in Marxlst Humanism and thue seeing thet my work, MARXISM AND FREEDOM
1g translated into Japanese and published in Japan ig naturally very
gratifying, We liwe, to borrow a phrase from Hegel, in"s birthetime
of history and period of transition,® and such letters from other
continents and acroas other oceans ars procf of the world character
equally of the ocrises and of the need to reorganize the world on
totally new, truly human beginnings,

The reason I luvk fur a staniard commercial publisher
is that they can give the book wider cirgulation than can a small
group. The work is a contribution both 2n scholarship and scope
and 8 many original features to i1t and therefore even a bourgeois

ligher ought to be found who can see i%ts value, I mgsuma some
know that the whole world i1s divided into but two parts and that
he world conflict betwasen Russia and the United States which .
hreatens to put an end to civilization as we have know it needs
oth an anti-Cozmuniet and anti-capitalist approach Af it 1is seriocus-
to enter the struggle for the minds of men. In any case, we mist

try to find one in Japan even as we finally found one in Amerisca and
in Italy,

; One Amarinan publisher-distributor wiih a big offige
ﬂ;& Tokyo--Charles E., Tuttle Company-—at first showed interest. Ee
my book; I enclose a cony of my letter ic him, asking him lo
n the book over to you, I did not glve your address for him to
send 1t to because there wes no way of my knowing whether you wish

g address known there, and I felt thet in any c¢ase you wonld have
@- in Tokyo to wigl: the vublishers, By all means, do that for
afow warks, before you take up with me any idea aboui naeding to

hlish 1t yourself,

I cannot understand why you have not received a book
seince REWS & LETTERS Bent one to you on 2 separate occasions. In
case, I this %ime asked them to send 1t %o you registered mail,
also enclose in it the various reglews in this country and some
England., You are absolutely right about the review in ULR--they
oke with the Communist Party but are very Communist-tainted still,
r any reviewer to dlsmiss the countar-revolution the Russi=na
rried out in Hungary, the slave-labor oamps in Vorkuta, ete, as not
affecting the "achlevements” of Russia is a capitalist mentality and
totally inhuman, by no matter what name they call themaelves,

I enclose one cover of book and one montage eo that
“ou have materlal on which to bulla %our letters to the publiskr rs
and 1f you get the copy from Tuttle Co, you are set; otherwise you
will have %o walt for the book to arrive. I will look forward to your
comments on the book when you do get it and study it,

Now then as to the Specisl Introduction to the Japanese
edition, Of course I shall be gald to write one but I will need
Your help and as many Japanese workers and intellectuals as you can
get to read the book and ask questione and reply to the questions
that I will put to them. You see, one of the things I am most proud
of in my work is that it was written with ths collaboration or
Americar workers and intellectuals, Fo~ the Italian introduction I
asked tlL- friends there about the current scene-~hilatory is easy %o
learn, but the attltudes of workers, genuine rank and file workers,




young studehta, to the problems that concern them ana thelr apg:m-
tlons—wsll, for thul you have to dig pretty desp down, have their
confidence gnd the Marxist method of how to do so. I would rather
walt to clscuss that at another (ime when we firet see that you

have the book at hand, a translator and a publisher, apd than thwre
will be time, Books g% best take 6 months before accentance, or
rather between acceptance and publication, so we have time,

You can reach the Italian friends at: Onomté\nhgen,
¥ia Lipard 8, Mllano, Italy. ‘;\

Do keep me informed of each stage of approach to\the .
1ighers, and meanwhile why don't you write us also little articles
he ourrent scens in Japan for NEwWS & LETTERS? ;

Yours fraternslly,
el .-—‘\'.

e
s 1y

Duanyevskaya ) }

‘o

28th Straet i d

Detrolt 10,Mich,

.
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Tadayuki Tseushima
2227 Kitamicho,
Setaaayn-ﬁu
N .& ¥

Mies Raya Dunaysvekaya

¢/o Bookman Assocliates 1nc.,

31 EXXKREXWX Union Square iiest,
New York 3, M.Y. :

Dear Miss Dunayevskaya, _
Please excuse me for this abrupt adéress to you.

The group in Japan to which 1 belong has been in correspondence
with Gomrades Tony Cliff and Kichael Kidron in the United Kingdom.
Receatly we published in Japanese the COnu'adeO.ifr's work "Stalinist
Huesia® and "Roaa Luxemburg", which aroused ¢oi6 iderable interest
in ihe reading oircles espacially emong young Marxist studeants. Fe
shars to a large exteat the views with Comrade Cliff on the economis
and political charscter of the Sovied Union.

Now, I havc receatly read and been impressed by your latest
work, "Marxism and Freedom." The ldea cgeurred to my mind for
publishing the book in Japaness which no doudt make a valuable
contribution to the students associated with us as well as other
thoughtful and serious studeats on the subject,: However, 1 have
to confess, we cannot afford to publish it in Japaness on the basis
of paying royalty for the book. I thersfore reguest you to let
me kaos of the possibility on your part %o grant peraission for
publishing free of:royalty, at any rate, I an going to write a
short book review ¢f the book for tie forthcoming issue of "The
Vanguard,”™ amonthly organ of the Marxlist Studenis Assoclatlon.

- To say a few morde about my personel history. 1 was born in
1901 and for some time until the middle of niuetesa thirtles 1
was associated with the Japanese communist movement. At present

Lookiag forward to heuring from you, 1 aun,

S5incerely yours,

Tada, i Tsushi
%:??Eaturq)

s orbuin, 4

i
1 am advisor of the aforementioned monthly "Vanguard" and am editing !
ap the selecied sworks of Leoa Trotsky, four volumes out of twelvs U
bave already coxze outs I am author of nucber of books on harxisn
and voclalism especially critical analyeis of the political and

sconouic structure of the Soviet Ualo.., the latest one being "Criti- ﬂ:'
cism of Soviet ‘socialisa'™. ¥




Feb,24,1962
' Kenlochl Koyama
Tokyc University.
Dear Comrade Koyanal

Tvo aspects of your erticle on The Zengskuren in "Bew:
Politios" were especially exeiting: (1)"It i not enough to say thet Marx<
ist philosophy 1s meterislisiic....He placed living human beings in 4he
center of his philopophy instoad of dlssolving everything into material -
substance...In this connection, it 1s vitally important to study the pro-
cess whereby Marx's thought went from the disoussion of sliensted labor ,
in the X¥anugoripts to labor pover as 2 commodity in Capitel.” And (2)In |
caTrying ihrough the nced for & New Left and the exemination of our age
and separating oneself from Stelin, Yhrushchev or Mao Toc-tung, you theh ‘
ended with "The vangusrd perty, the united front, the Chinese communege=
these are some of the eress which must be exemiped and understood if we
are seriously to disouss the future of hummn liberation."

Thege are the very flelds vwhich have motivated the
establishment of FEWS & LETTERS both as e workers" newspaper end organizee
tion in the United Stntes es well as the theoreticnl basis of our organiza
tion as formulated in my study, MARXISY ARD FREEDO:, published in 1958,
The book Hed for its alm the reestablishment of the Humanism of Marxism,.
It did not lirit itself elther to the translation of the 1844 lmnusoripts !
which were first translated by me into Inglish end appeared as an Appendix
to my book, but traced through the philosophlic categories of 1844 .8 they -
developed into the economle categories of CAPITAL, showing that there was:
no separatlon betyeen Farx the supposed economlet or philosopher or
revolutionsry as all were ene., I bellave you should find intercsiing
the chaptera on "The Humanism and Dislsotie of Capitel, Vol,I" and "The
Logloc and Scope of CAPITAL, Vols.I-IlX, including Theories of Surplus
valus." {Undecr scperate cover I am sending you my hook, )

‘At the eame tlme I did not of scurse omake 1% cither
only an pcademip debete Or one that rested vhen ¥ary died, In coming i
to World Ter I perlod, I deal with Ienin's breek with his own philosophic
past, which wee vulgarly materielistic in Zmpirio=-Criticism, and which
first gresped the Hegellen diamlectic in all 1ts profundity of seclfe .
davelogment with hie Phllosophig Notebobks on Hegel's Sclence of Ioglo !
{Lenin's work is also pubilshed for the first tims in Imglish as the 2na ‘
Appendix to MARXISH AND FREEDOM), Katural)¥y weo there have to #eéva hcw

d1d his concept of the vanguard party change from 1903 to 1923, including
his predictions of state~capltalism for Russia if the early burcaucratica=s
tion and "Comuniies"(oommunist lies) 414 not chenge and thet change did
not extend also to the "administrative mentelity of Trotsky". (I broke
with Trotaky st the outpet of ¥orld War II over the class nature of the
Soviet Union vwhich I call state~capitallist and over the Stalih-Hitler piot

rinallya I come to the problems of our own age of stete capitalisa and
workerse” revolt,

I'n sorry to say that although I have deeply interested
in developments in Japan, I did notknow guffieclently about it, and have
no conneotions with or gations there, though ve have sent 'Both the
Zengakursn end the Soclalists some of our literature. And therefore it
Tleys no part in my dook. However, I 4id follow up the book with the
panphist on the reciationship of the ideologies to the Afro~Asian Reveolutio
end I enolose this alorg with the speolel sup}lement on Mao-Tse Tunge I
s the chairman of the National Editorial Bosrd of NEWS ZLETTERS in whieh .
the suppleaent sppears, Saturally I would be honoresd to receive your .
gomments, and 40 begin tn exchange of literaturss in establishing a relae
tionship vith Japiness Marximt-Sumenists. Yours fratermally, - . Y

L I A2 _...«) B e T

) L o
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- 1n preparation ior the special Iniroduction to- tna Japtnrle
regders of MARXISM AKD FREEDOM, I should llke to enter ilnto e dis-
cussion with you two, Bome of the questions I pose may sound
nalve, For example, cdertaln answers as to.why Ma0d has any appesl
to the so-celled New Left -in Japen are rightly answarable outaide
of iis Japanese context, and I certainly have posed snd answered
and reposed that question ell the way from Pngland to Africa,

and frow Itsly to Latin Amerlca., Nevertheless 1t is important

to 806 how you see it from there because unless one canreally
Qingoint & problem theat 1s unlverssl and yet assszs to heve a dif-
Terent concrete answer ln easch separate culture, the most concrete
anawers begln sounding abstract and the most comprehensive philoso-
Phy gels narrowed down at the same time to where 1t 1is 1little
nore thtn a cliche.

Dear Comradea Yukiyemna and Trushlaat

First, 1 wiah to take up the qucstlon of state cepitzliam, It would
appear, Irom here, ithat if any concept would be clegarer in Japan than
* sny. other .plmoe or earth, it would be that of state capiltalism. FPrecisely
because the development of capitalism got ao telescorad and drutalized-
in Japan, ~Preclscly because, from its very lnceptlon in the Meji
Reatoration, cspitellsm was a state “igvention" --it was only afterward
. glven over to:prlvate momtpolies which ailowed the Zaibatsu®™to cash in",
a8 WE Say in Ancrlea. But its:impulse came, not from private enterpreneura
a8 ln Europe ftshtigg agsinst. the nonarchy or Tsar or aristocracy, but
the "augnst Epperor® dolng avay with clans and shoguns ang"tribvslisy"
ard instead estatlishing a natlon-state, And precisely besause it was
30 Rilltaristic at once and, im its further development, .prepared for
worid-conquest, it achieved rate of economic srowth. 1n 1932-37, abOte
that or stalinllt state Plan Ln Rusaia.

.;: ‘ Row lt 1: true thst. with the Anerican 000upat10n. and the
ellesad fizht ssalnst monopoly hold over economy, not to mentlon the
"forbldding of war® iam Article 9, there wes & “decentrallsation" of -
capital-sad"de-statification” of plan, but, ror heaven’s sake, how can
anyone: wan® to £0 back.to the old as:"the better" simply becsuse the
- pld 'has thé new form of stsiification, a la Russis or ¥ao's "Comzunes®?

And. yeot I. Ifnd, in all the crles even smong the finest elements in the
"Hew Lefi"™s, I find all sorts of demands for"reatudy” of Marxlan econo-
. .mios_and itz izperislist phass as if we hadn't had Lenla and, sbove sll,
:that.wisn't -the presently new in capitalist developzent? Not one single
24X word: have.]l: réad ghout - gtate capitaliss as something that at -
-.lea;t ‘hed %o h: gtudied; or even 2hnt it exiets? ‘Td the rerigfncidto
vorid market, instead .0f nevw world stage of production is 1im.the ol4q,
pre-1914 concéptions; ani ag 1f neither the World Depression had teken .
. plgae, or Worl€ war LI, ér:the post<war world in which two,:snd only two,
- B POHcrl-qRulll ‘dnd the US--. came:oub:"alive” enough to want to
continue: into ‘anether war, only this tlne not for redivision of the
vorld. but for. its mestery?y NOLEES RARRIEENLT -r‘ t ﬁ.e._
DS Ju..:: LR SN 14 FN AT Il oYL . : et
iarts WhatylAf enpthing) is “in the Wew Loft of the struggles
- within Trotskyisa;. ‘ne% about *socl -tnn in one Sountry®.vs, world. }
“revolution®} . whigh.vwas-a: ltrpsslo‘v alismism; and an:abstract
: ono at thayy Bk vagalaes. th Paot; .for deleztisn during
./ i&i ;ﬁl th"ql : isforl of & to_olpitnllan a8,
onlyl & Ry ﬁﬁ .
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éadlx what about the Humenisa of Marxism? I have heard the:t thrown
around, mt elther it 1¢ made synonymous with "abolltlon of philosophy®,
or; 1t 1s degenerated to a substitute for class struggle, It is nelt.her. '
of eourse. First of all,the “abolltion"™ of philosophy cen no more occur
before. youjhave 8 new t.ruly human soclety thaet hes azlready abolished
the G.*.'?IE““‘ ""E.‘.'-e" mental =nd menusl 1pbhor than the Yabolition" of
the’ proleﬁrlaﬁ gan oceur the day “of the overthrow of capitalin.
Secondly,: the question thet peeds ansvering is not, how 4id Merx move
rron Humanlsm) ar alienation 62 1abor, o %abor povwer a2 s comwodity,
w X, after he worked out the theory of the ailematlon of
eponemic terzs and showed that work as sotivity was reduced
to work al af commodlty, he_rsturned to his early Hupanlsm, now more
condrete,; and efiflched by 2 decades of clasa atrugglés, organization
of Firuﬁ I:l:ernational, and spontaneous eruptlon of the Paris Coxmune,
of GAPITAL
: In & word, Volume IX1/sounds exactly as the Zoonomie-Philosophic
Enuyl of 1844, vwith the additlonul new perceptl.ns that we see in the
French edition of volume 1., That is to say, the crucisl two additions
whigh (1) show the form of the commodity, labor power, to be so"simple"
beonule t 1a the expressicn of the total perverlity of cagpltalian where
g thing, a meohbine, is masier of wen, not man of machire, edd (2)conclude
thet this, being 85, the acoumulation of cepital lends,’ =nd can lead tc
naught, ‘not even where it is "concentrated in the hends of one single
g_gi.talist or ogpitallst oorporation” and tnus "pianned", but collegse,
on the ome hend, end, on the other hend, "the new uuiona and forces"
that uould recomtruct society tn new besinnmgs

cper -
[ R

H
i Not.z only ts there no peraeptlon of all this T cen see frem this
diltanc., but, politically too, Lthere iz the Ineviielble f811 back to
...talinll‘ traps, such as oppoeing wWestera imperialiss snd its Suez, but
not opposing Russisn imperiaslism and its destruction of the Hungerian
Revolutior, and being, at one and the sake time, for "peace” and for
Meo's adventuristic shoutings thet H-bombs ore only a menifestation of
*a paper tlger®, Plecase inform ne, also, of whit ls the direction of
Prof, Shimlgzu and his "Auoclatlon for the 3tudy of Contemporary History
who.d1d  seeq t,o s9e: that pre« war militarian 2nd post-war obsessiona
with _panoe &8 if that were outside of the clasa struggle, and yet I see
a cerfaip hiding behind.the dlads strugglé when it comen 1o deflnins the
needeg craatlﬂ.ty allo of tl;le htellectual. . 1
Trird 1.,1abor-:: Thare 1: no phuo vhere capitalhn is as highly devaloped
t in Jepan and.yet where the conditions of lsbor are 8o miderable --.
snd: yet .the preoccupation not ¢nly of students but even of labor leaders *
sceR Lo be more with "political slogana™ than with reduction of the
worki{ng day, I was shocked Bsyond balief that textile workeraz--malnly
woaen--were:still working 14 hours a day and 1iving in barracks such as
Mary described at the gtart of the Industriel Revolutton. ‘And ‘yet I
see that the most adtive unlons areé te¢achers and the more akllled iredes
whers it .14 asong workers, It appexred to me that whem the Coamintern, .
in the Leninist days, got rightly excited mbout the great Rice Rlots
of 1919 .and; $hen the shlpyard strikes ad ausuring both spontaneous
sovemenks and labor stru:cgles, the ; reoccupation of the new movement
also within Japan wes to go to the Eowen. deopest and woste.dppressed,
. wherezs here it is, a ¥ century after,’ snd no one even proposes to
' concentrate on these needed 0lass ltmnglu, huteul of runn?,ps after
all sorts pn \d.ll o' ‘the ulldn_‘ pol\iticl

R .___. Y Py R 1".-»!# At L gl

'O our ttlivuion sckudn d ne’ day i th
bt the Jab mtn- aplt !.itl ln [} 'i'ol shi)
Hoad' Tixidg’, j.ht tise) upe X
e“‘é T try‘ to uske J.ﬁ'h mkef uoc
S Bt ! !
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: L<y/he ge_k’_g ere wes that a room with ﬁunoh bags was provided by
7 the DOSK and the worker could come in and ;unch that bag instead of the

boss, and "peditate.”™ Now this sort of thing 1s nothing to laugh shnht,
It is g_q’ a'par with Mao's "thought reform®, which is donme on & mges
ecalej: {1t'is the type of breinwashing that is very, very different

than '-J‘I#t uklng all mass ::édia to make the 1deology Egng}f rullng olexs
'_._gha} of’ the working olass, -t 1: something very 20th, ver§ totallterian/
5 g Whut I am driving et is that Marxist-—Humanists in the U3 do
not Just write snalysis or theories from books or even from life but

- as ‘obsefved by intellectuals, but from life g8 lived by workers and
gnalyzed by thom, In ihe New Left in mglend, instised of becoming
Preoccupied with stimulsting such studlez, they went in for "stetistlcs"
and thereby helping the Labor Party "win elections"--except they have
been leging them ever since, In France the New Left fell into the
existentialist trap of whitewashing communism and "lesttlng" theworkera
vote fob ‘De Gauile, Now, what is it thet 1= belng done in Japam?

-1 ‘4o not mean to say that I will comment onm it, but I must have a lot
aore in-the back ¢f my head than thoge I spezk out,; and ther zust be
goncrate,: _ -

" rowever,

Titolst, ~
Finailiy, stk (¢ Jomsuniss, whether iu 4is 3ilalislal,/Erruscheviie, or
¥a>lat verletles, It i1s fentastle forthemew left to talk of this clecs
phenomenon &6 17 1{ wsre a quedtlion of {1)"comzZacent or incompetent
leadership", (2)"buresucratized and therefore stgsnant", or (3)z ques-
tion of Thabvits™, much lesa (4)"abnavzality™ cf Stalls, and (S)"izck

of:‘new’ 1deas,” -They cértainly didn't lack "new"” .1des--they were all _
full of tHewm, from "scclalism in ore country” to “cozmunicm in one grest
l_fegp".-';.'z'he,';rouble witli the"newness”of the ldezs was that it wes only
the'new form to sult the new stege of world capitalism, From it,
Tiowed the’transformation 1nto opposite siso of the theory of the party,
That is to say, 1t becoms elltist, not merely by being "grofesalonal
revolutlonaries™, but the "new" ruling class of State Plannersg,

Lo The trouble with thinking of "stazmetlon",or even of class
struggle without & Humanist Ehuonogga 1s that the wipute th e Communist
change the line from “natiopal revolutico® to cless struggle in the othep
countries,.jdu are left withont ar ts —-and by the time these '
nilitants have won state powep, it i foc late, you are living under a
Mao!  They will most certainly do so @lso in Japan --and the Japanese
Lef{ should 'cér‘l_;zinl ' kpow,that even 'a mliftarist-semi-feudai-3histo- |
_worshipping--Hes au-{orn Edperor kmew how to use elags struzagle for the:

' e‘t‘ga‘i couatry?  Didn't Jipan givé seylus and ﬁoneg and hslg in orasnizas
tilon to Sun Yet Sen? The class stfugsle mustl be both wWithin one's
country and outslde; the "world revolutlon® eannct be, 2,12 Hao, Just
because.ond is'a have-not matlion, snd.forget that Af even, ez he thinks, J|
China can survive s nuclear \ur.'"M'\'t_ouldjmlo;thq orient, much less i <X
the jw:rl » When 1t 1s Japan that'is the industrislized ¢ountry end he, :
atc,eta,. . . fethes e Rt ILT 1
'.;'-'rs' S ‘point {8 I want to feel what i2 agitating both intellectuals:
and workers in Japan so that the unfoldment of Ahe Marxist-Humanist
bamner caa nesa sodethisk 40 thelt spiratiboar 1

STt ., ! ' e
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Dear Comrade Tukiyamaj

1 suppose I cennot kesp avoiding witing & blographical skstch any longer, although
I sti11 cannot send you a photograph, since I have none suitable, One of the reasons
that £t 4a Affionlt to write the diojraphy s due to the fact that most of my life,
in fact all of 1% sinee the age of 7, has bsen spent in the Marxist movement, Since
the fact that I was Trotsiy's Secr-tary is the dest publicity, ons always starts with
that. The truth, howsvar, 1= that $% 1o only aften T brode with him, gwer the Stalin
Hitler pact, that my writings, my activity, esd the argantzational expressiof of both,
rise up to the challengs of the times. e T ; - :

7.7 Tbegan the stuly of the B'ausi!.ﬁ sconomy from original sowrces, in 1540, and com=
Pisted the study of the three Five-Iear Plane in 1942, In Docozber, 1942, *Ths Eaturs
of the Russian Econony" was published, It was the first amalyeis of Buscia as a shhte=
capitalist society., It ‘was the first amilysis of the three Five-Year Plans vhich
showed that, despite their denials ( that s to say, the denialse of ths Rrsata theorsti-
clans) the law of valus was indesd operating in Bussis, The stuiy was videly quoted in
rany books, It wax quiclly followsd 1y ry stuly of the Early Zconomde<Philosophic.
Esmays of Marx, and the Phl)osophic Notsbooks of Tenin, Though I had tried, ever since
1947, to have these pudlished, first ty the Trotsiylists who refused, and then by the
acsdeniclans (the Russian Institute of Colundla Univarsity in Bew York City) I was w-
sucosssful, In their mimeographed form, thay 414 reack s small circle, tut all this
414 1ot ses actoal publication in the United States until I wes able to pudlish them as

an Appendix to my own work, Marximm & Fpeosdom, S o . S

The 195‘0’sentral strikes of miners, viich I covered when I lived in West Birginia,
g2¥2 m2 the finst apmortunity to sbandon ths 4n€2llsctmals of Moy York for tha paml nnd

fila vho ware indeed ralsing the most fundamental questions of Humsnism st a time vhen
the intellectuals, and that includss the Marxists, were still behaving as if Harxist~
Fumanigm was a fegelian aberration, or at teast, an abarration of Marx when he was still
an Hagelian, “ince tien, it was ot only a quastion of }iptening to the proletariat, dut
elso giving hinm the confidence that he can do all sorte of things that heretofire have
been the prerogative of intellectwmls, For axample, a wvorker can sdit a puper, and in
fact, mless I could convinee a wvorker to do so, thers would be no point in starting yet
one other radical grouping that would consider iteelf "vanguard® but not hafve shown any-
thing in practice, that the theoretic void since Lenin's death was being filled both ty
intellectuals and vorkers, After some years of experinenting with a mimeographed paper : ¥

5¢6 Teady Lo appear with REWS & LETEERS as both an expression of the uique conbimation A:
of worker and intellectusl and as the first one to be edited by a worker, i :
tvo wrkers, one wvhite and one Nagro, R T .

The Negro worksr, Charles Denty, had coms to us toth on the basis of our position
of the destiny of the workers being 1n the hands of the workers, apd on owr position on _
the Negro qusstion, Long befors I had broken from Troteky on the “ussian Questien, I - 2
had develbped & wique position on the Negro Quastion, that Sa Lo say,: I believed that - . & Y|
they occniledl’z vanguard ‘role in the whole development of Americen Civiligstion, I made
& stody offferxizz and tks Nogro %estion', which analysed the sorry history of Soclalism : 4
and Oomunigm in the Umitsd States, as well as the trale-mnions, within the context of .
the eoononic development of the United Gtaies, My raview in 1944 of Gunnar Fyrdal'y

D o vhich I called "Eegro Intallectvals in Dilermma® (and which we re=
printed in Hows & Letters in Feb, 1961) was cne of ths twrning-points that ied to ths

witing, editing and publishing of AMERICAN CIVILIZATICX OF TRIAL, in thig the centenary
Jear of the Emancipation Proclamation,
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Trom the start, we considersd the restatement of Marximm for ow sge to be some-
ining broader than the revelationm of iis Apericen roots, Marxigt-Humanizm was a world
phenomencn, and we acted scoordingly in organizational terms ns well, Ag soon as
Narodem and Prasdon wae published, in 1958, I undertock a trip to Burops in which re-
latisne wars sctablished im Italy, France, Great Britaim, . Jndeed, » group thet was not
"lr:d:t-ﬂlmnilt, but ez a 'hrnk-off from the many thomnd.n sho tord up their Commmist i
Party cards vhen the Bugsians crushed. the Emgarian Bevolution, (The Lefd Group of the l
Cambridge University labour-Club), was the ons that republished Eatfonili¢m, Comsmand oy, :
Marxist_Homand e nnd tha Am-l-ian Revolutiona. At the snmas time'the Italian g-&i&_q:i
published in thekt theoretis orgar Prometeg a good many of my theorstical articles, eos- a T
pecially the *(rtique of I.mm'bm-g'l Accmuhtion of Chpit&'l." and "The ¥orld Situmtion -
and thn ‘l'heoret!.ﬁ Voit" i . _ -

'The next mp that T mﬁtoot wis to Vest m-un. Agun. daspite the cwrrencgy
and urgengy of the whole situation in the widerdeveloped comtries, my writings on
Africe wore molid theoretic contriltutions that began wvhere Lenin left off in 1920-22
vhen he first promalgated the possidility of the *Rastiéra® opportunity to telolwp-
the industrial dsvelopment providsd it had the aid of the workars of s technologie=lly
advanced comtiry,  The Orient, in my own visw, was not howsver, aone long 1ist of under-
developad countries,  Quite the. contrary; Foth in Marxigm and Freedog and in articles
b 4 lhauad the” extraordinary dnvalupnent of Japan, its economic rate of zowth outdistancing
the state-capitalism of Russia in the 1930's, while its revolutlonary and Marxist past
and pressnt was on a much higher leval than the more famous Chiness Commmists, "Mao
Tee-tmg® aeu.la wvith the naw m:.anon oi Gommunich state—capitaiisa,

ri.mlly. there is mtu.mlly alezo n relationship with the Latin-imerican countries, Q

thrs the imerioan imperialist is the greatest agressor and the need for solidarity _
betwesn the American and Latin-Auerican worksrs is 1ikewise of wrgent need, There will ' 3

1o doubt be a Spanish edition of Marxiem and “roudnn Yy the end of this year of the i -
'boginning of next. : R ; (i

[N}

] IR e ta - - .- Tt

‘ ":" S !n“n.._o' Ynﬂvm' h s h ane ;re-n gan mk_ -gget}rlnp nng of thia far ,om \\ v_phla__
sketcl, sspocially when I attach to this a listing of the most important part of my 4]
writings; “fir-rather, I should say, thoss of the writings and lectures which have been I
1isted by the Dourgeols publilhorl. ¥one mention that I am also’ chairman of the Eational
Zaitorial Board of Wews & Latlars, mor do they usution my Waakly Politimal Latiers. Im
your country, vhich $¢ tnich mere democratic than ours, perhaps you can mention that
thou i:mortant m‘.utiml foatures are as characteristic af the acadenic writings,

"‘? . 'ruturdsy. \hon I “sent you the letter 1n vhich I wvas ralsing certaln gqueations to
..you and Tsushim in ;n-mtion for the Praface to the Japansse edition, I nentioned thn

1 was including a copy of the letter on existentinifsm that I had written to 2 student AL
in this ‘Country, vhoss name happene to be Cip Dallery, I fafled, howewsr, I balieva to B

=+ enclose it, Hm 1t 1-. 12, hovnvar. l d!.ﬁ send it. p‘.lsu- rotm thh as I h-ve no
JE SN othur cony. : ST e e LT
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February 15, 19565

Daay Coarade Taushimsl

The probiems you raise in your ieiier of Tab. 8 sust be divided inte tun fundaemental
levels. First of all, the objsstive situstion which has devaloped quite critically since
you wrote, Secondly, there is the tour erd ics relationghip te the enti-Stalinist groups
in Japan, aa well as to the Marxist-Humenist groupings both in Japan znd the Unjted States,

Now, the American bombing of North Viet Nas has changed the situation redicsily, both
for the messas of the worid, and the big powsr play betwesn East and West, The revulsion
of the mssses against the U.S, attack and its fesr of war in genersl, is, of courge, to be
developed in every possible way since it is they slone vho can stop the hand that would dare
trigger the nucelsr bomb. At the seme time, no more favorsble situvation could have been
presented to the Sino-Soviet orbit, than when the =asses are a0 onti-Agerican-imperlaliam,
and vhen the Sinc-Seviet bloc seexms to be "defensive" and even for what the South Viet Nomese
wént themselves. Nevertheless, thsy are maving quite csutlously, and doing so wot only
becsuse of a possible nuclesr war, but because they themselves have so _wany conflicts within
their own orbit that they do not know who would take advantage of whom -- Russiz of China,
or Chins of Russis -= in the sttempt to VIRMBIMELNE conquer feis,

It is the duty of Msrxist-Humanists, and sll true fnternationslists, to see that we
do not get sucked into any big power pley, but insist that enything short of a new sociel
order, on truly Humanist beginnings, would not sdvance bumanity forwerd by sn jota, I have
tried to say this rather hurriedly, and not in sufficiently developed form, in the editorisl .
now going to press, I enclose a copy of the proof, snd 1 vondered whether you wouldn't b
sble to aake use of it in & leaflet for the Japsnese anti-Stalinists, TUSENS The one memor-
sble Mocent of solidsrity between East and West has happened altogether too long ago --
in 1903 vhen Sen Katspeua snd Plekhanov shook hande to empbssize the soliderity of the
Rusaian and Japanese proletariat, though ths two governments wvere at war. It would be tha
highest tragedy if, 60b years lster, the Japanese Left would turn opainst America because
the American government is imperialist, and shake the hand of Mao, just because he tao is

anti-American, although he is as intent on dominating Asis 88 1s America, on the one hand
and Russia on the other, - ;7" - & .. . v N

[ L. SR co . R -
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My tour to Japsn was plsaned for two ressons, One was to establish a tel‘a_t'imhlm
with yourself and your group. That remsins of the highest importance still. It wouldn't
matter vhether you were alone, or you hed » group of five, or you were 8 leadar of & wasal
movemdnt .,  The key is to have relationships with people throughout the world who have
your theorstical outlook snd who can work out practical and theorsticalactivities, which
would coordinste the orgsnizationsl functioning of verious countries. Ever since the desth
of Lenin, no one has been sble to achieve this, Trotsky tried, but because his own theory,
br, perhaps 1 should say lack of theory, tutned out to be no more than & left variation of
Stelinisa, World War II came and went, snd 3 whole nev vorld of revolutions ia the under-
developed countries unfolded without & link of historic centinuity having. been established
between the Marxism of Marx snd Lenin, and the Marxise needed for our epoch, Mso srase
to divert the whole relationship of the proletirist of the sdvenced countries, and bend
thea to the will of 2 monolithic totalitarisn party, which based itself on exploiting the
prpleiarilt ané the peasantry, and circling the cities through dividing the pessantry from
the proletarist, calling this concoction of state-capitalism "Mao's Thought®, snd,’ e
beraft’ of srizinal-thought in resteting Msrxism for our age, is the "New Left™ tha
are oa the varge of baing dragsed into the wer without lesvi
. Hgfi'".!‘ ‘;‘:l !"}1:15"5{ LELLC? ‘e o . i K -
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Marxism and Freedom tried its best to so presast the reststement of Marxziam for
our sge &5 not to divide theory from practice. We at no tiwe isolated ouraeives from
sctivities in the mass movement., and met at cach stnge incisted that thipkins, tan, i=
an activity. The dislogus that resudted both in the U.5. zad abroad, espacielly in
Scotland on the one hand, and West ARrica on the other, led directly to Jepan becsause
You were thers firat of sll, snd secondly, obiectively the Oriental country which vas
bath techaologically advanced mnd had = yebellicus youth bacsse pivotal both to the
theoreticaly development needed, snd the organizationsl solidarity that is ro lmperative,

You say that I overestimsted the development of the Japancse students. No doubt
you know the situation better than I. However, in thia came, it iz not the concrete
which is of the essence, It is the re resenkative, that is to say, it is what the bresk
in the student movement reprasents. And, dear Comrade Tsushima, what the student move-

ment, if even it were reduced to the five your are referring to, symbolizes for atarting
anew is what counts, - . :

Faturally, if you consider that my trip to Jopsn in May would be *fruttless® T will
not undertske it in that month, If, however, you mean by that thst 1 sm nmot to undertske
it until you hava actually crzated & much wider bese smong those in the Left who would
sponsor me, 1 would be opposad to an unlimited delay, T propose that we make it no
leter than Seprember 20, This would be after our Convention where we could discuss
every aspect of it, It would be $ndertsken becasse of what you and wve decide, and not
be defiected by what other groups may or may not do. o

Naturally, 1t would be best if you could convince others, And I certelnly hope
that your functioning with Zenshin or other groups in the June elections would stiomlate
the other Jroups to where they would be willing to arrange lectures for me and listen
to me, However, here again, I would not consider that a so-cailed unicy of anti-Stalinists
on tactical or other questions should take precedence over our meeting and discussing,

e must also remember that we cannot djctate that development of the oBjective
sitasation. Frankly, T had felt as far back as a year ago, that we should have planned
for my coming to Jopan at the time of the appearance of the Japaness edition of Marxiam
snd Freedom . I so wrote, ! balieve, to both you and Yukiysma, but it may have been only
to Comrade Yukiyama, . In any case, my point was that principled positions and theoreticsl
clarity must be establighed before delving in to a unity of all 'the anti-Scalinist lefr,
some of whom no doubt represent Maolsm, Khrushchevism, Trotskylsm, and ore just porasites
on she mass movement trying to did its way out to entirely new bases, I slso had stressed
then that it because clear to the Europesn comrades nfter 1 came thevre that it waos much
easier to develop and to get the voice of Marxist-Humanism from the other side of the

‘tlantic heard, than it was for the little group in any single country to function with
its oun resources only,

1 hope you sgree with me this time, I hope that we will mske up our winds that
the trip should teke place in sutumn, and no later, irrespective of vhat other develop.
ments take place in your relstionships gith the Broupings in Japan. 1 hape zlso that
we dqt.;pb;_ 1imit ourselvas to radicsl groupings, but sce whether it lsn't posgible to
approach some rsnk and file vorkers in varicus unions, some independent students and
even professors in soze universities, snd Just plain apoiiticel pesple,

Plesse let me hear from you. 1 do hope your heslith has improved, and that you are
teking good care of yoursslf, FKow far have you gottem in your work on Trotskylsa? Do
you believe it is possible to issue a new editiod of your megarine Vanguard which would
reproduce some parts of my book, such as the chapter on the Humanism of Marxism on the one
. hand, and the Poltical Letter on Mao on the other hand? How much would it cost? Would
'§23 help? Ve could contribute that typs of sum; 6F isybe a-1ittle’sordi~"K,d 1t appears .
‘@e it would ba lwportact for you to have your own analisis’of thé ‘ourrent situation .. -7
b _in which to express yourself, especially in this period In vhich we aye trying ..

Fraternslly yours, f




Feb. 23, 1965

Dear Coms, Tsushima and Yukiyama:

It is best, I think, thet we keep up a continuous dialogue now on Japan,
both as it affects the whole objective ritustion and the organizatianal paransctiges
of Marxist-Humanists, Heretofore, I have felt diffident about discussing Japan except
in the most general terms bacause you know of course more than I could pomsibly learnj
books are never a substitute for what comes naturally from being on native grounds,
Nevertheless, internatidnalism would be defective indeed if it just bowed to that
superior knowladge. { In any case, perhaps being in Britlsh Columbia and Vancouber
being the port to Japan vhere I can almost smell Japan, I am emboldened,)

The following tuo faatures of Jspanese Communlsm wust not be under-estimated
in our fight against its (1) Of all the world'= CPs takins sides in the Sino-Soviet
conflict, the Japanese C? alone (i.e. first) expelied the thrushchevite leadership et
the time of the 22nd RCP Congress in 1961, 1In & word, though Chou En-1z!l walked out
of the Moscow Congress, though the dispute had moved from indirect to direct criticiss &
with the Open Lotter of June 1963, it had remained "factionsi” till then and even after, | Y
but Lhe Jmpenese T ciwas of ohce Lo wwka & clean break organizationally as well, where- j
as to this diy, even the Chinesa CP has left itself an opening for being in the same
Internationai to fight "the common enemy, Americsn imperislism", and now, with Vietnsm
they are shouting to the mountains that "no force on earth" can break them From Russia, i‘
hoping thereby to push Russiz into war with USA. (2) OQutside of countries like d

]
Malsya and Thailand where the CPs sre predominently Chinese in corposition, Japen mlone |
has a common traditian,

3

The strong traditionsl base, morecver, has ) divisions which make it overlap |

in a way in which it persists from "old¢"™ to "new”, Thus: (1) the common cultural ori- 4
gina and ties have the advantage also of the ssme color, %o Lhat, no matrar irs long his- .
tory of being enemies and Japan's conquest of Chine both after World Wsr I in part i

2ad throughaut late 1930's and World war 11, it could be together in its anti-Western
sttitude., So deep was this feeling, say, back in 1905 when it won over Rusele, that

Sun Yat-set was willing not only to forgive Japan its intrusions into Chineae territory,
but actuslly used (or let himeelf be used, £z you wish) Japansss =id to overthrow the

Ming dynasty to establish a republic. And there ere meny instances between anti-Jepan-
es¢ vars, when Chine and Jepen unite ngsinst "the West”,

i

(2) Peculiarly engugh, the
f2in in Jopsn {not to mention wer lordism ia Cuina itseil) workad
Lo & tendancy towsrd acceptance of the new Maolst Chinese tsctics of “guerrilla ware-
far’. We must not allow either the Communists or the Trotskysits to forget that the
Japaneze (omaunist tactics that were so hated by the masses and were sc wild as to
isolate the CP were, in fact, muoist, Stalin having given him more or less sepsrate
suthority X#Xdl in the Oriental world, and especisily so when Russia needed China to
do its fighting in Kores, And (3} even economic foundstion
of stars-sonitzlism of the “new Uhins hed pEraiicis in Japei where ihe slale, Liough
semi-feudsl, was very strong and pivetsl in bringing capita'ism in "from sbove", In
the original eaition of WARKISH AKD FREEDOM | pointed out that Japan's economic plan
was not so different from the "Communist™ State Plon in Rus=iz that §t hadn't outstripped
the Iastter in productivity terms, Tt spplies & hundredfold to the Chinese State Plane
ning, Indeed, Mao is confident that if he could have & strong party in fepan and
iiNd8rmine that rule, he wouldn

1 't negd the Jest European proletariat to help get over
his extreme industrial backwardness,

styonz milirsviar a2

As against these common [estures, 1 chose to single eut, insteed, whet ere the
foundations for Marxist.liumenism: f1) the greatness of the Japahese youth's bresk

Erom the older generation of mijitarism, vatevnalisw, etc. and therefore also CP's
false policies in Zengskuren, and (2) the fact thet a section of this youth ralsed
philosophic questions, whether or not they had seen thst China, like Russia, wes
state-capitalist,

9735 .




It is true that in my Introduction, since both I had to deal only with
general problems, not concrete detalls, and was interested more in the future than
the present, there were "exaggerations™ of just how great was this leep forward. But
this does not change, it seems to me, the fact that, with the publication of M4F, we
have a way to BEGIN by stressing the HUMANISM of Marxism, Indeed, it ls here, more
than in the economick or state capitalist features, where we can sctuslly take the
offensive. Thuas

(1) Marxist-Humanists slone began where Lenin left off in his Philosophic
Notebooks., No one but us built on it, The Russian Communists siuply published them
a8 {f they ware "archives” The Chinese Communists reduced them to the "practicallecy”
of the ™macd® to unite with Chisne Kei-shek to fight Japan, We alone moved them fors
ward so that we had Lenin's method for dealing with the break in the Second Intermatien-
al, in order to deel with the break in the Third Int, indeed its cooapse as well as its

plurality and powar struggle where you could actually pose so fantastic a question as
"{an there be war between Russia =nd Chipa?t

(2) Since it is our specific epoch that is naturally plivotsl, the uniquenesss
of the Marxist-Husanist contribution, the demand for total emswers 5o that politics
is not divided from economics snd both are only aspects of the philosophic question
which reinstate the human force as the only one that can poseibly establish o new

sociaty that woulé not buckle te elther East or West, but go on to » totally nav be-
gimming,.

*

Ab no time )s this independent, third roed more eriticsl than at this very
moment when Viet Nam wasy seews to unite Bussis and Chins, and yet wherc both sre 38
ready feor = =sllout as for a blow-up, Indeed more ready for the one than the other,

The fact that the Maoists have not only captured the Japenese CP, bit seem
to have re-cstablished themselves in the Zemgakuren so thet sll one will hear now in
Japan is what they are agalinst, never what they ere for, so that even so retrograssion-
i8¢t and vooctionary a conception as the Maoist concepl of uninterrupted, unralenting
revolutlion sgajnst tiwe wasses who must continué to labor sver herder Pfor 2 cantury
or more” before "communisa” can be east&blished, should not pe dirrezerded by Marxiste
Humanists just becouse we too sre against American imperialism,

Thers is never a way out when cne is merely fagainec® somvthingj one aust be
for that new human dimensjon -- or the nucleer holocaust will dastry mankind.

Do please keep me informed of the repercussions of the Viet Xam wor, and the l
elections in which you'll participate with Zenshin, I'm waiting alos an answer to my last
queation whether it is possible for you Lo ifsue 8 new edition of your Vanguard, 1Is
there sny poidsibility of discussion groups around Marxism and Fresdom?
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I ghould like to develop further the ideas I yut forwsrd in oy
lsttar of the 14t Since iarshe) Vn Pige 5z now {Septeaber 3rd) mpeiled out in
silitary terms Mpo'g ooncept of world conquest which ko calls world revolution,

& genuine Marxist can dieregard the reduction of revolution o niliturigm at his
om peril. In a word, there iz 'no point to burying cne's Wead in the sand by saying
this is the Dofense Uinister speaking ard thersfors it iz only "ailitary taik.” _
Woat other talk is thara co=ing from Hao®s China? h

The ooncept of enciroling the cities and their proletarian
magges by the poapant army (it wg al¥ays mors amy, and less peasant), whon brought
to 133 "logical®, i,e., ultimate illogioal conclusion, to mean the whole industirial
world is thoreby to be"outflanked * by the teohnologically underdeveloped world,
would, under ordinary cirounstances, Bring the revolutionary world to declare Hao
insane. . )

But these are not ordinary times. And, i¢ vou'll forgive me for
thosing a "foreignn oountry-—Japan——as my example, you'll ses that it is mecisely
¥ao's suocess there whiok Froves insanity to ho the "sanity® of the Biate-capitalist
2ge and its aduinistratively-ainded Tevolutionary utoucgantshl looking for shopt-
outs, 8 to outflank the zroletariat its solf@dovelopment, Wetoh thy .
devalopment of the dapen Cosunist. Party which you jrobab v & g0od deal botter

than I; snd you'll see what I means ST e o

C e L . .- 1)I% would have sppeared suioidal in a cowniry
like Japan where the anti-=bomb movement $3 a0 overpovering to have come out againat
the limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 1963 —-amd yet not only 344 the JOP Qo 80y but
by the time in 1964 Peking sxplodes its boub, Xaoru Yasut, hesd of Cenpilkyo, con-
gratulates a0, The fact that the, hefore Yorld War I, been o leading militarist
88 woll o8 pro-Basi furist, camot he woed by the Russian Commnigt faction againgt
Bia sinos they, too, had gloried in his getting the lenin prige, T

e . . 2)If you Toll the date back to 1958 when the
Fro-Sotist faction oontrolld the JCP, both the cultural heritage znd ihe Jroxinity
would bave made one thirk twice before saying the Russiens control that party.
After all, no matter which faction you take,you'll find,at one time or anotker,
81 for lengthy periods at that they wers Yonan trained. Thus, Boseks in 1937
at outbresk of SinowJapanese war. Thus, Tokuds at the outbresk of Korean War.

And even though the JUP prescatly blanes Mosoow for itw adventuriptic guerrila
tactics fn 1951 end 1952, 4t was in fact ¥so's strategy. (Just an Stalin was
glad to carzy en tie Korean war 111} the lest Chinupo—s0 he was willing to let
¥ao elaborats polioy "for the [agt"~-provided only it was gntl-imericans. JT 15
THIS ANTIPAMERICANISM THAT CUYS ACROSS Y¥LE IESSER DIVISIONS EOW A¥D EVER THE.,
ANTIVHAR MOVIM:NY I8 BY YOW A LESSER DIVISION. IN, JCP'S EYES.) I've sesn, ostizates
of about 1,500 Japanese Coamunists wao had besn to Chim 4n 195357 and Feturned
Japen in 1958 so that ths pro-Soviet faotion's victory that Year wzs holloy
indesd, : S

e oo . 3)0f course, though the _Jcl’ugjhnp_on%,u.

and military unanimity with Hao, it doemn't hurt Mao's couss any to haye as muck- —*

Paking money flow into the coffers of the Farty as China sees to Atokiexk And -

»t Mo also see finances bs subordinated: to the gum of "Hao's Thoughi®, as witness

the August 1962 Zeolaration to ihe Japanese Torkers® Educational Ansocintiony

" sttaches great importance to the liberation of Japan, Ths first rewolution

in the world was the Rus Tavolution, - _ohanged the world, . The Besond ws ¥
' \ : “Baty tooy. has. changed hitorye, As we have Teocantly -

vitnesesd) dolontes have alndat cossed to exigt, and sapitalisa has besn weokangd,

Ths third rewolution will be the Japaneze, When Japan is 1iberated, the Past

¥ill be liberated and that will lead to the lideration of the world,n

- A :

: _ Only Naoikan'§ yatting for that day to come cub
of & self-developing Japaness revolution, but G;I:I inposed military dsvelomen
e : ' - E ' Pl'




'lthroughout South Asia from Vistnam to Pakistun, and today's t-hrea.t 'to.,'[ndia.
and India‘'s rep}y that it does not mean to get out of the disputed territory
in Sikim bas brought us closer 4o World War III than even US imperiglism's
bombing of North Vistnam. '

Now this highly oritical pituatios cannot be "resolved™ by Marxist
group by going from one imeodiate action to snothor, alibost all on "foreign
policy"(as is the present Japan@Korea Treat}), and fail to Tecognire that thinking
too is an esotivity, one that has long bsen abandoned by people ¢laiming the name
of Marxism tut doing Aoghing seriously to angwer the prodloms of our age. ¥hy,
for example, don!'t the Trotsky groups ask themselves vhy evarything is much
more active around a foreign policy controversy than in working emong the proletariati
ad leading strikes againat automation?

Am if Mao can appear revolutionery even in that respeot—when it
Soncerns not Mk"his™ proletariat tut that in Japan, then why is the class-compromisis:
Indonesien Communist Party so great & favorita?

But it really is mot them I'm concerned with. It is with Marxist-
Humanists, with people wh¢ seo-that thers is no fundamental difference between
state—capitalism calling itmself Communism and private capitalime, In my last lstter
I began our dialogue by pointing to the situation in the US in 1947. 1 should
have also mentioned that it was the yesr I was in Franoe io present the state-
capitalist position to the congress of the Fourth Internstiomal. I then met the
Vietnazese Trotekylste with whom I had quite a dispute because, despite all that
they lad suffered under He Chimlinh, were tailending once again because, as they
saw, it was more important to have a "united struggle” against French imperialism
than to dbad an independent struggle and bogin acking, or, more correctly answering,
what ths Vietdanese poasantry was asking: what happens the day afier revolution?
¥ill we have a new society in which we decide our own fate? Or will we once more
tell us what to do? When, in 1959 in Paris, I met one Viotnsmese and pointed out
that the Gensva agreement had evidently not meant that South Vietnamese was going
over enthusiastically to North Vietnamoss but that there was actually a mase refugee
movetent the other way, he had nothing to say. And yet, if not in 1947, suraly
.dn 1954, the question of wh £ happens after revolution is successful had to begin
$o.be answered, and answered fundamentally as what do we stand for, not only what
we are againgt. = - T R T

- PO ... . L . [ - - .

-+ 4. : .- You know, Com., Yukiyama, that the constant avoidance of serious
confrogtation of ideas, this reservation of the thirking for the intellectuals
despite the very poor job they've made of it, this degradation of international
solidarity 1o “foreign policy® objections batwaen two bourgeois governments would
‘be enough to transform intellsotual sloth into betrayal WERE IT NOT FOR MARXTSH*
HIMA¥ISTS WHO, DESPITE THEIR NUMERICAL WEAENESS, UP BOTH WORLD CONTACTB
AND SERIOUS TEEORETICAL DEVELOPMENT. Any who wizh to substitute what Hegel would
have called "immediacy for medimcy”l that is to say, wish to substitute imnediate ‘
calls for actions on single guestios for that which must be mediated ant transoended, -
will not be the participants in a new world —nor even be able to drive US.
‘impsrialimn out of Asia, for 4t will surely not be done by militarise, guerrila
or otherwise. . Isn't it time to call for only one mction—-and that is the olearing
of one's own head?, . ... .. - : S

. Liiva :oses. 1'm dooking forward fo hearing from you, and am anrious espeoially
lo_the Japaness reastion both to the “theoretical® statement of Mao's Hinister of
Defense and to the threat to India.. . T :

et . .t
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May 10, 1966,

Dear Mrs. Raya Dunayevskaya:

This letter is to explain the subject of our present study and
ask you to give me some information which will be helpful to us.

To introduce myself, I am a Japanese student of the Spanish
Revolution. It was several years age that I took intzrest in the
Spanish Civil War of Spanish Revolution and began to study it closely
in collaboration with a few companions. The reason for which I became
interested in this subject was probably just the same as yours, I
believe. While considering the various problems involved in present
society, its politics and civilization, I became aware of the necessity
to know more about the Spanish Revolution and learn from its historical/
lessons. In Japan, where "Americanization™ has been seen to spread
rapidly, at least on the surface, since the end of World War II, people
seem to be gradually displaying a keen interest in this great historical
event, of which they have had scarcely any knowledge up to recent days.

We, tho menbars of "Studying circle of the Spanish Revolutien#, as
¥e call our group, aim to base our study ﬁxg_l_\_zsivelx factsff avoiding

any preoccupations whatever. At present we are studying if with the
help of such books as follows:

The Civil War in Spain, by Felix Morrow.
Revolution & Counter-Revolution in Spain, ditto.
The Spanish Labyrinth, by G. Brenan.

The Spanish Cockpit, by B. Borkenau.-

Homage to Catalonia, by G. Orwell.

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution, by V. Richards.
The Spanish Civil War, by He. Thomas,

Conmunism and the Spanish Civil War, by D. Cattel.
Soviet Diplomacy & the Spanish Civil War, ditto.

Among these books mentioned abtove, the works of Richards, Thomas
and Orwell have already been published in Japanese translation. {(The
complete translation of the "Homage to Catalonia" by Orwell which we

de ourselves, has just been published by Gendai Shicho Sha this
¥ April, 1966). Twe mere books of £. Morrow are soon coming ocut in Japa-
nese with myself as the translator. Publication of F. B_g_r_kf:n"ai.ﬁs works,

translated by cne of my companicns in the cirele, is also under prepa-
ration,

Now, it is my sincere desire to know who the author, Felix Morrow,
was, for I know nothing about him except that he wrote the following
three works:

The Bonus March (N. Y., International Pamphlet, 1932).
The Civil War in ®pain (N. Y., Pioneer Publishers, 1936).
Revolution & “ounter-Revolutior in Spain (ditto, 1938).

fa
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I am surprised to find that D. Cattel identified F. Morrow with
Joachin Maurin in his book. (See D. Cattel "Communism & the Spanish
Civil War, N. Y., Russell & Russell, 1965, p. 100 and p. 253).
According to my present knowledge about the history of “panish Revo-
lution, Joachin Mauring who was the former chief of the Workers and
Psjants Bloe in Spain, and
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v/ then had joined with Andres Nin to form the party P.0.U.M. (Partido Cbrero
de Unificatidn Marxista), is just the person whem . Morrow has scathingly
criticized because of his wrong program. Therefore, I cannot but doubt
if D. Cattel's theory about him is true.

T wonder if you might know something about the said F, Morrow, and
'shall be much ocbliged if your wopld not mind enlightening me abom‘his
identity not only for me, but For the readers of the forthcoming Japmg_q\

- translation of“his works.” -~ - " ' N

I am looking forward to your very kind reply at your ear:iest. conve=
nience. '

Wishing you always ‘the best of health, I remain,

Sincerely yours,




!

AR ' May 21,1966 S
Dear Takaaki Sewa: 9741 ‘, ‘

* Your lattar of the i0thhas just reached me. {I'm out of town, \m'!d.ns
M1 Gy new book. Foilogsophy and Revolution.} I'm naturally glad to hear that
there is’ group of students in Japan devotim: themse].ves to ths study of the
Spanish Revoluiion, Lhe greatest,at ths itlms,sincs the Russisy Revoluticen. And
itts easy emough to answer the specific questions on Felix Morrowwhish Il do
at the end of this letter. Howover, I am most surprised that in our epoch, %0
devold of philoscply and so in meed of it, & study of revolutlom should describe
itself as concerned “exclusively with facts, avoiding any precsoupation whatever,”
I thought such preocempation with the "meutrality™ of fasts wes the charscteristic
of American pragmatists, not of the Japanese who{at least in the docade since
the jfngarian Rewolution) had learned from the movement from practics the indis.
pensability of theory. Thishls the cne thing that I ¢onsidered the uniqueness |
of the Japanese New Laft who, oy yrecent trip there, had shown that they did
not separate that revolution from 1ta\ wmnderlying Marxist-Hmanist philosophy,
mdergtanding. thoroughly that the. thecretio woid Anthe movement, s!nco"t.ha duth
of Imdn demands ammih'nf theory o.nd]mcti.co. YT
) ’c 3 -"' B
A “‘*mm greatest Loatures afwosmmmmtnumm
awdying tre (1)its. npuntmeitw'. and (2)that the movemant {the movement, mot
the partiea‘that led it) aimed &t a new stage of unity of economics and politics,
highar than the 1917 Revslution whose preoccupation,' as the first, was politics,
le0,political power, Iy 1957 the wurkers ware building, not sovists, but du-oct
occupu.tion of the factories; = The Stalinist betrayal vonsisted, precisely, in
_what the vorkers in action kad mnitsd.  ind, hy ecunterpesing, mmited
trunt.dnmimted by .them, of courss, and therefore not stopping at the smurder of
Trotskyists,. or. giving any pradominance to fighting against fascists-.as commared
to ths Csmmmist Eeemtion with sesing that the workers do wol eonmtrol
production at the point of production itself, In & word, the betrzyal was of
proletarisn revelution, oir workers? power, of ssifedstermination Wy comitiess
instead of .by.a centralized government that was moreover bsholden to Hoscow for
i¥s arms (which it paid with gold that had,besidss that, demands aad what we
call "political strings®, going the whole gamut of its ememies from anarchists te
zxx Trotskyists,ete, This wasn't just a differsnce in Sprogran™; this sas the
esgence of being either for self-activity of workers, their self-develspmmat, titx
their self-determinstion of the conditions of labor and }ifs,--or being against
it. ind 2ll, absolutely sverybody on the Laft, and not just the right, was
agtinst the self-activity, which includes not only fighting against fascists
but setting ths ain as well as means of what uould the new society be.

Hy hewvens, when Ithink of how such fellow-travellars like
Touls Fischer (no doubt he too has written "faots® of the Spanish Revolution
aven 83 ho now writes "facts® of Lanin's }ife and Mahatma Gandhi's and wins prizes
for botheathatls what we cell "nentrality®, bourgeois neutrality.); I repest
when I think of how fellow-travellers would be ready to scream againat any who
raised any questions of where the revolution was going bty implying the questioner
was close to fasclsm to dare question Stalin's role ~and how they now talk about
%end of ideclogy™ because they had made their peace with their cun bourgeoisis
instead of "progressive Communisu®, I'm ready to deny there are “facts"—.axcept
thosg yon takas from the workars! own thonghts and actions.

AN pem e e e e
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Take H,Thozas's “The Spanisk Civil War-—it got all those
rave reviews about having all the facts, and all the fasts “cbjectively®, that is
to say so far removed from the "passions of the day" that they were cold enough
to be “accepted by all.” Tommyret. Thomasts book has just enough facts that
his narrow visione=for we all do live by thought, by & phﬂosaplw whether wo
admit it or notemcovld encompass. And his is by ho means the worst bool, Borkmn:
has his specific ideclogy--move back to social democracy, Grwill!s is by far

\
|
\
t

mmmgmq

the finest; and poetic, and one who was there, but he too hia his présuppositis
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