Dec. 11,1963

“‘Dear Emet o :

) . It wag good to hear from yoa ui such Ienghh, "and to have your lettar -
of Hove 23, include within it two articles. Tho one on the trndes unlons will o
be puvlished in full, and the politicel notes will be phortenad considerably be—’
cruse thare are varicus itess that nesd background material for use-in the U.Bs,

znd others that are omittod that would be of grenter . interest toc us, Therefore .

T think thet it 12 best to spell cut wtot NEWS-& 1ZSTERS is most concerned with,
“and how we hope that you as a regulsr corrospondent from Nigerde would follow through

: 1} Neturslly a labor papsr liks ours is primarTily concerned.with lsbor.
news, . The American workers want to know what tho Figerian workers ave doinge - Any
_activity, such es a strike, takes priority over 01) otlar iicms., And when we read

. “about strikes in Afries, or anywbere elsc for Lhat azttor, ve want tc know vwhat it

4@ the vank and file worker is doing, wvhinking, saying. Tuls neans thet where-stiixe
gccur wiihin your area, 1% would bo gocd to intervicw ihe workers on strike end lot
them aspeck for themsnived. vhere thut iz not possible, then, of courss, you ropori
whot is reported in the Higerizn press, and heove too selection should be of .what '
the rank and {ile worker is deing, then want his trede union leadershkip iz, and -
finally if there are more then cno union invelved, whetler they are collaborating,.
or fighting each other; and if po, why? In thuat maspect; we also want to know if -
thess bave internutionazl relations. - Fox example, evory one in Africa speaks of. -7
African leandership, as mgainst "foreizn™, bub the truth ia that thero atill axe
" two, not one, African conter, and neither Lccre mor Dakar were truly indepondent,
one leaning on ICITU and the other on the WETU, in other words, the trade union:
bodfme of the so—celied West end East, How, I imow bow bursaucratic .the AFL-CIO 4s,
but there 1o still more trude wmion freedom in it then there is in the Russian or o
Chinece-doninated trade unions that are truly pure and simple otats orgons.and not

etk allvindepelideny WoFilis olass omgenizations.  On ke obheT hEmdy. shore mey-hel:
‘Sune cases whers, though a union in Afrien belungs or dossn't belong %o an interna
tional body, it still operates for the workers' intercats withip. the countzy. . "Bubt
in that ocsce, one hes tu sey so opsnly. and not go on 4thé basis that American’workers
. den't know the "ina" and “outs" .of these things., So that, if you report, firast .
facts, then sotivities,, organizations, and alweys, always, keap in mind tho »ank -
‘and. £ile, then your rsporim will be itzuly of help not only tc the American reader, :
but Furopean and Lfrican Teaders for we aTe un intornaticnal paper es well. :

- 2) NFWS 4 LFNTERS ccnoiders itself slso Xerxist—Humardst, and this =
mennn we are interested in politice. Bul ours ie & veiy gdifferent type of pelitics
%e are not toc interested in what rrarty" 8 worker is & member of 1elf as much as in"
whst his aspirations and actions are.. Therelore zhen ysu report on. parties, it .l

aiain muat ba oriented toward labor, but hers you muct glve us Backyground- information. L
For example, when you, in your politicsl nows, speak of WFS as "ithe only party with '

‘g dafinite tonc end bearing in Higariu, you know i34 ‘ir feudalistic bui te the Americ
reador it may sound as if you approve. In a word, you mu3t ba wore gpecific & not ~

use such mbetroct tenns ap "definite tone and bearing” without suying what it ie.

“In thiec case it wau easy 1o subotitute For that phrase "the only perty thot lnows whot

1t wonts and what it wants is retention of emirutes and Teudwllem."- But, first, we. |
chouldn't noed to edit your material, and, gecond, scmetimo'l won't know what o
cortein party or person oiaznds for and therafore will simply heve io cut it.  For ;
axanple, I do not know what "Okpare Brigade® is, and though you too suy "ilhe doctrine *

of Okparaism God only knowa what thot meana®, you renlly do know & lot mere than we,- -
and you would bave to explein who Dr. Okpura io and what ho said or pratendsn he was.
doing wuen be established thuso brigjudes. Factu ere needed also when you spesak © . C

of wealth——that ix to ooy, to mme sema officlal znd the palutial howme he lives in,
or whioch foreign capitalist eniterprices he roprosinin. Thuas yout do well when you
kit out againot Preventive Detentlon Act bacauoe it in ouncrete, "dut to sponic of
any onll for "More States in Republic ol Wigoria" means nothing to us boosuae
ngtaten' righte" is precisely the most reactionary formuls which Scuth USA is using
not only againot Fedoral Govermment whick wants to establish civil rightv ona .
notional besie, but is a fermule to fight buman rights. In a word, the .f.‘ié-‘ht for - -
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mor: sistes or do—coniralization couli be sither progrossive or r_eucticﬁa:‘:w,- and
we would need to know the_principles thei underlie this Tight before taking S
pacition, or even knowing what the position of the other truly is. I know that:.
NUNC was fighting for “federalism" mad the Action Croup fighting. Foir "rggdonal -
federalism", each wanting to be boss in its reglen or the waole _countrj',, and: so

we wouldn't be interested in either., On the other hand, if a Tight for-an .
independent state was not for tribal ressons, bub for workingcless reasons ag’
Eaptern Nigeria was, in ity past at least, more Tevolutiodary than oither West or .
North, then it would be a different story altogether. So, again we gome back .-
to the masses, the workers, what do thtey want; why; what do they says sro they
‘Tipghting merely a tribalist fight or for socinlist independence, etG.evCe - o

S ' For exemple, T have read in ¥est Afries thet Dr. Tunji Otegbeye intends ‘
setting up & now party. oalled Socialiat Pariy. Enowing,hbw. stirongly be leana -

. towards. Communiem, I would want to lhow (a) Is "Scciallet Party" just a nouwe, but
actunlly will follow the Russien fGoamunist or Chinege Comminist: line? (v)Is it

- renaming the Nigeriezn Toulh Congress, or does it have & new mass base either in
youth, labor, ste.? (c)Will that party "follow the leeder', or have genuine -
intra-party duaosTacy and conerete ralntions with the masses who will set .the line,
or will that line be Sot by Scae ono elded (GJis it a nationc) party, or only. dim =
o Tew regionnT T write me sbout it, and we o=n Judgo aftsr that whether we wish

+o publish an item on 1%, .

_ 3)Alooy thers ic "Africen Socialism”, sn umbrella that covers multiple
. political tendencies.. I wrote &.plece on it-which I enclome, and I believe that -~
“plece; which' also baas the @biitled "Woy Not A New TntornoticmalT-wili be published:

in Presonce Africaine, “oes the English edition got to Higeria? Do you read 137

: - : 4)Pinally on Merzist-flupanisna, aince you are just beginning, I
believe "firet and foremoot, is to get one'c principles straight, and not woxny ebout .
orgonization. Ar you see from the Congtitution of the News & Lulters Coamittsen I -

. cnclese, we openly Soy we aTe not = party end meke no pretensc al being; we 8re &
body of ‘idsaps, Whot orgnnization ef a permanent nature. would résuli. fzom that—
whether oimply what we cnll curselves now News & Lettern Coomitices, or ns the .
‘youth culls itself Young Nammist-Humanist, or, ag in Scotlend, Unrriet~Homandst Group.-
doeon't natter. It is what one thainks, nationolly and internationsslly ; what ono -
does, whather it i in the Freedcm Xow movement, or in astablishing now reisntions
on z world scale that iz indepeordont bath from cpoitalicy and coomeanism |, - that oountes
Ve all of course belong to diiferent itrnde unions, deponding on Job, and also funo— .

" tion in other orgenizations on & ocnereto bupis,. like civii righisy but vhen it
comes to the total phllosophy of Brrxist-Fumanimi, we will not ydve an iote and o
therefore meintalp the eimple Comaittec type of ommanizaticn of 231 vhe think like
us. You may fesl that belonzing to come argariwation as o bLase mey kelp, so long.:
‘a8 what you do ig prupzgendics Horxist-Tumanint ideap, that is it. Or it may be: -
best of all-—ns soon nE you wet MADNIISHARTIEENON—to start o olens in that. Ceriain- ..
ly, as.you get WEWS & LUTTIRS cach month, you chould discuse ¢nd see what the others

" feel, and tale it froo thero. ' o :

: _ : Tie do hopz thnt Ly new you buve Teceived ‘all our o
pazyklats, papern, books, and Politlical lsttero ao well as the typewritor. We will
pend you & oingle coepy of NEWS & IRTTERE epchk month by air mndlj ut i meilile .
t00 expongive for bundiies and no wo wiil just bkave to wait £ill the moterial. reachos
you, We alwungs.ge to press the mlddle of the month, end we neoed 12 days to- prepare
for printer, ete. 2o 1t means that the dendline alwaye ig firset or sscond of ¢ach
zontk,. .

i Olgn 4is our Ogunirutionsl Secrotary and all she writes |

_ ond mends 18 officisl, I'm too often cut of town, =o it in bust to sond directl. to .
the offica as tho always knows where I om and Low to resach me. The Decenber iosue
will ba off noxt week and will be sent you bmmedistely no you'll see our aralyels:
of the tragic vosnaoination of Prepidont ¥ennedy. Hennwhile I enclose alee the
‘pioture & New Year'e greetings.  Fratermelly, . "







