TIOHAL REPORT by Baas (1963)

- Whet makeo oy Internotional Report part of the Organlzatlon
Report 1s that we are concerned wi th thn build*ng of_a_ﬂarxiat
. Humanist cadvp on nn inuprnnuional ﬂcale.’ ' : B

: OLP heads ave now’ surricipntly “eLenr on the question of the
hullding. of, tha party that e are not arfvald eny’ longeér ‘of “the - ST
. ‘party to léad®, that 1g, the party that Lpnin built for his time.,+ Qe
e Wer arp building the” party for gur timé., i T

Twc ypara ago repo"tee 'To 'ydu’ cn our first organiz ational
trip to Europa —_ Itgly, ‘Prance, England and g correspondence’ with
Scotland.’ I} wao . a voysge of dimcovery of the redi¢al groups aince
‘the Hungarian Revolutlon ., "I% waa clzar then that thesge radieml - ° °

- groupe had not become the: po&quuinﬂ {oree fur the thousands who .-

hed torn up’their cP membe“ahfp cardo in disgust.  I%- -was. very evi-
‘dent to''me that those mémbers ‘had not found thelr way Anto a Marxist
movement Because there’ Wab no genuine ‘Marxist movement. ‘Some -had . -
rfound their way to Trotskylom — actually few:of -them dld. Ag the
Resolutlon on War. and Peace showu, 4rctskyiam in thp back door 1nto
_CF 1cr all or them. : } v o :

The' pecple whom ‘we. did COutnct 2t hh time didfdoclde'to eutaﬁ;u
blieh a Centre for Internationel Gcrrcupnndnnce betugen Anerdea. and ;
: Europo, and eince thern you have seen seme of -tigc-lgsues. of Pronaiso 7
Thav uubliahag ‘our thesgs., It wus at thnt tine ‘alsc that we signed
contract Tor the Italien edition of MABXISH & FREEDOM and,” vhile 1% .-
.oah acother trip, to reslly make it —— we at least do- Xnow now That: .-
tha proora or th? book have bpen real, und it 11y rinallj anpear —
coon. e .
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S, "hr‘poiht howevar abouu that cent“e — the nag ative polnt s
‘is thet na one there,'ouunidc of ourgelves, had thOL ght cut ‘the’ ldeas“'
of bulldirz a perty for '18€C =~ % moat they thoabht gtillin terms
of Lenin's bullding of thé pa1ty no if Stulinlat burenucracica’arios”
-out of bad.intentions or humsn beings, rather than the age of ctate
_cnpiua¢ism.p In othor words, the cantia didn't look to harnean ‘the
forces 'in our agg Tor bullding @ periy ror oir time, -At the’ aare_
‘time the ' ‘Faanonsibllity they undoruook for pelting M%F published
dops gHow'a thigh anﬂrcciuuﬁon of "theory ond into"naticnnl solidarity.

“Finally thane was the vlalting of publiaherc to ese whather we
'could et an eaitlon ‘of MARXIMS & FRTEDOM in England os we had’ ‘done
in_ pmerida’ "It Bécame -clear . only with the Chairmsn'a trip ‘and the . -

British pditing gordilttees -~ that if thers 1g'to be a British edi-.
tlon, 1t .will cenly be.when a!MARXIST HUMANIST CADRE 16 there to be- -
regpengible £6r 1%,  ‘Thig’ year then that is°the greatest achlevment- -
t0 DEeport - that: thnre A5 -guch ‘a’cadre, THey have a past of thelr s
own and !t is this uhich“made poasibla our Jolning of forces,: .- .-




: " The Ghairman's trip vos-of a very dirrerent kind, as you seg.
‘ Its intention was to present the Marxist Humanlst theory in'its

“.‘anelyeie of the international situation thet they were facing, -

7 Aneluding the question of the.-building of & party for our time,

. Or, more: sneclrically, to gnther the forees in the world we live
-.'An which are to be ‘tha bagieg of such a party.

Thoae views were nresented not only to radical groups, but to

{};mudh wider audiences, both on campuses and trzdes union groups,

intellsctuals, workers, atudents, including the groups that had.
" broken with tﬁa CP because :of ite destruction of the Hungarian
-+ Revolution and had .formed the New Laft grouplnﬁ ‘The fact that
- these by how have once again degenernted inte "leadership groups®
that are at the service of the Labor Party shows that 1t 2o lmpoo-.
" sible to creste a polarizing force unless you your self have reor—
—ganized your thin:ing according to Marxist Huamaniem.

’ So great 13 the need for total conceptlons that the raaults
or the Chairman's ftour wsre immedlsate., We now have two Editing *
.Committees =~ in London and in Glapggow -~ which aren't "Just" &€n
- 'extension of ‘NEWS & LETTEES, The method by which these groups
edit the Britleh pege of R&L is the method by which to look Tor -
“ the forcas in their country to . bulld a Marxist Humanist organifa-
_tlon that will be that polariging force both for Britain and for
TArrlca -—or the. former British ampire.x_- _

. Every tine I read the British Labour Newn that concentlon ig
before me., I judge and get a feeling of thet country. If the

- British . page is not yet.what ours is — they have not had the &

“ yesra. experience ve have had in publishing & workers! psper. Not :
‘'only 1a the experisnce not there, but, what is actually more impor-
J;tant, the S years that we have had with MARXISM & FREEDOW.- L

e Thst brlnga me ta the. second agpect of the Britiuh page. When
'they w11l have had M. & F in their bones as we have had - and with
~an introduction by Harry MaShane -~ they canft fail there, . they

" wlll be ready nct Just to.have a British page -="but a8 British pa- -
. per or their OWil.

<7 T am sure I need tell no one in this room sbout Harry ﬂoshane's
past elther in the oclass strugzlos of Scotlahd or in the Marxiet

- movement.. He ncw says he will atart writing the Preface. This _

‘meane that the Britigh workers willl get distilled, 80 ©o apenlk, .
~both the prao.,ioe and the theory of Herxiom, espeolslly the pmoﬁw
- for uome 3 long decadee of their own history, It mesna a direot
. preganizetionnl ralationahlp of MARYX ZT9M & FREEDOM Yo the Britigh

. Goene.




: He hac spoken ceveral tlmes, in lettors to Rac and plsowhore, .
that the chapters on the "Rarie Conmunc®, "Tha Logic and Dlalectic -
‘of CAPITAL® as being hie fpvorites, Tnis moans that, in calling -
attention -to then in his Prefesse, ho is-exposing the emptinase-of ..
all the radicals with their presrnclions to lead; ke can make a dl—
ract connectioniinctead to . tha Gungerian Workers Counclls, and to-
‘the -Marxiem of our day: Marxawnt Husamti-me® — .0 o0 o0 pre g

Y
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I for one lock forward with great:;nticipation[to;that;?roraoeg;*.___
.- I look forward equally to the fact -that 4hilg -adltion would have:
“pne other thing' the fLzerican. doesnlt have -— and that. ie, that in .
place of ‘the Egsays w2 pudiished an Appendix, the Britien friende: :. .
-vAll publish the Afvo-isian pezrhlel vAth-nll thz cxbtra new artlelea . .-
an that by Rac. . . - S SEEE

But, ebove all, it ls. the faci that 1%.3211 Lz o paperback edl-
tion,. eomething we couldnls produca, Thala means that it isn't Just -
Bapother" edition, Frank Williams, who had dons 80 magnlficent a.
~ job for Raya's tour, is »esily putting out in this great task of a
.paperback edition, & papcrhack pocpslor edition ~- one that you ca
ac tn speak gel ot evary drugetore and rallroad station -—- brings
guch & new quality to the while Adea of ¥aARKISH & FREEDSM {hat from
2. bock 4%t bocomes o manifento, a foundstien Tor & parsy.

-+ That 1s why 1% lsso0 ali-iuportant for thom and for s to have
- 4% ortonded to where it contains the Afro--Aplan pamphlet. It means
shroving dowa a challenge to the whole Er sLizh Smpiro, including the
aristoorata of labor in Grest Britain. ’ o oo
“what I em trying to say io that what the Negro Queation is to
- .16 .in Americe. the Arro-Acian sachlon of ¥EF #1114 54 to then, - Ondy ..
"9 had the privilege of having th~ Fegrn Question righat witain our 77
gountry -- rashor Shan in the ovutside; in tha Enpira, Thle taught
‘ua a grest deal of the self-activity ol ilegreos and the foroes ol
ravolutlion, ) : . ‘ . : ) S

. ’Boma of you have hzd a chance to eco and haar Eric Feffor wvhen
he wsg here, and aaw the esrrupilon that “xnire haz neant tothe -
Fritieh workingolnes. Az the Negro in thic countyry "didnft let us
rorget how corrupt was Lrougzoln Gariociney, £0_Yhe Afro-fpnian pame

_phlet within the covess of U%Y will t2ach the Erltish proletariat
the greatnzen of tho African Revolutiono oo marh ¢of the Boitiah

workingelans tofal osarch Yo now nhllosopay ani nev coclety.

Tt .40 evident from Fraonit!a letters that he feels all that too,
The prebler now Ls not to cproad onrselves oub w1th publighers, bat
~5.try to. got comethang cn ine dosted line by raking o buplnesp. pro=-
pooltion for them. Thao. us you lmow, T have {8509 put aoids townrd
thns. I now proncns alsce that No erganicaticn undsrialle tho minde .
num purchese of U00 copiec ol o yaperoaci edidlion, 1Atk thess two .
concrete thingn to danple bolord publichars, and Prenkto work on it ™
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as ‘a Marxiet Hunanzat who hss the world befere him when he. palka

to nabliehers and their British speaking empire in which. to sell,
41 oughtinot be long wafore we will hear from.our British friéends;
both 1n“London and Glaagow that ‘auch an edition 13 1n the works.,

I*.will mean a ney stage of growth‘ n an 1nternational scaleﬁ
ot a Marxist organlzation and a Marxint theorJ for our. time. B
: ﬂne final wurd on the organizational aepects 1n Buropg - and
*hat is wiet you: ‘alreedy know: PROMETEO'S publishing our 1nternat10n—
ol ‘theslas. " Or,imore: correctly, . the Fronch spceinl ‘bullletin . :sec-.
tian of “the ‘internntionsl correspondencs: center within the. coveres ..
£ PROMETEO, - “No doubt the next ilssue will publish ocur: WAR & PRACE -
eeolution and- that; 'in-itself, w111 be o drawing togethsr or the
&nternational groupingﬂ.'“ -




