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Buona sera. It's a great priviiege to be abtle to. talk to -
Italian workers. 1 hope 1t wilil not be & one--
: wWay conversation, But,.like 2 two-way road,

: ho from me to:you, and from you to me, I come?fb_tell you
&bout Amerlcsn workers, thelr conditlons of wWork and itkelr
thoughts, and I wish to hear from. you yours, ‘Too many. .
intellectusls are out to lesd ~-few to 1listen, Put NEWS &
LETTERS,which I represent, is a workers paper published in
.the lend eof the avto, Detroit It is & workers paper not- - -
because it -is edited "for" workers, .It is & workers pmper ..
becsuse the edltor is himself.s producilon warker, becsuse~'
the stories from the factorlesz are wriltten by the men and - )
womer: on the production iine, It %is & workers' paper. because“
it contkins the workers' thoughts as well as those of the
intellectuals who have aligned themselves witn the working )
class, W

We--American ‘workers and Antellectualsh—wa
have much to learn from you both because of your rich
clvilizatlon and becsuse of the great traditions of your
mas8 movements, A people that gave birth to & Dante =nd the
Renslasance when other countriles were stlll in the darkness

- of the Middle Ages; & working people that occupled the
fretories in 1920 when Americadp had not yet had its CIO has
much tc teach Americen workers,

The Partigiani exposed the slander: th-t the _
Italian working people, and especiallJ its -youth, had been
"preinwashed”. by fasclsm, Bubt it waan't the Americans who -
fought a civll war in Itely; 1t was you, hdmerican imperialism -
was reesdy to accept Badeogllo, but: it was you who would not
permit the military form of faselsm, and sirung up Mussolini,
It -wasti't the Amerlican srmy.that-saved the factoriea in the -
Horth from the vandalism of the Nazis; it waq_xggL

: ? Couls Mgy o5 St

S © AL tHe s&me time, there is & aecond & working
"cluss Americsa, eppomdbgthe offlclal one kncw”tc moat;_ While
American privste capltaliam and Russlan state. capltallsm are
fighting for world power, the really decislve battles will'
be . the ones of the workers against the capitalists in egach
‘country, +het divislon Within each country 1s the uni‘x of ..
the workd working class, The oolnt 1s to mske thla the starting
polnt for really- tsking destlny into our own hands, refusing
‘to give it to & set of Planners 1lke the Communiets who
‘masquerade under the banner. of Marxlst litersation, ' One can
se€ how, 8t the end of WII, they msy have appcared &5 kiberntors
3ince they copposed the cnpitalistﬂ of your country. For ne
other reason could it have gained the alleslance of 2% million
Italiens, over 8 million Frenchmen, etc, ¥

When I was 1n Rurope in 1947, the: popular saying

Qﬁ the ck Ln Western Furope was: the CP can take power at any =~
time 1t wants to; 1t juet hss to get the right telephone eall,
But that LEIEyhOhP call never came from the Kremlin because
it hed no Intentlon of letting you declide your fate yourselvea~
it opposed your rulers. only hecauqe 1t favoréd its own
domlngtion over you, . a
During the war, it leﬂ;the ‘Warssw Soviet
i ‘bleed to death at the hands of the Nazi butchers --while 1ts
9470 armles stocd outside., By 1956 1t itself directly crushed :

y tho the Hungarlnn_Jchers Gounclls,  In heiween theue hiatbrlc
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counter-revolutionary feats, its politics in Italy'included
the compromlsed ‘wlth the Vstican and the bourgeols parties
in pgrli;ment, whlle ita actions in France led’ to DeGaulle.

" But the Italian workers who bave suffered under
‘fascicm fo#*%»#‘or a century will not tolerate sucﬂtreacherous_’
hypocrites forfvery much louger, If the Itslisn wotkers - -
mistook Jommunlst totslitarianism for Mesrxist Humanilsw, for.. -
the .theory and practice of liberation, 1% 18 becausze the CP is-.
‘not in power . in Itgly &nd therefore the Itglians &6 not know. . |
this party ss the workers’in Russia and the satellltes: xnow At

as thelr exnloiter and oopressor 17'T/$a'bb4 QR““I

The Marxist th :%tic‘f%.s who d1d know that P-Iarxibin |
and Communiem were opposites Failed--we pust openly &dmit tkw
Tailed to create 2 pclerizing force ageinst Communisd and

Tor genulne Marxlst Humdnlsm, To -mxemtexikdxxnew raise this-
tenuer high one must be deep down in the working class and

have the ears open to the nev movement from it,%kwwaxdx The
_theoretle unlity with this movement from practlce, I do not - e
doubt, Will ssve hum&nity from the threat of cestruction'that'
-hengs over lt--released by both capltalist glsnts—-America and
Rugsia--in thelr strusgle Sor’ world domination,

itsly's. gréntina of missile bsses to America hae placed it -
within orblg of these 2 nuclear tltans holding ‘eivilization's
fate in thoir handas, -

: But let us nct forget ‘that- Khrushchev isn't’ cominq-'
‘to the US becguse &ll is well at home, but because all is gg;"
well at home, If the Russian workers(who are deprived of the’

- atrike weapon) would not have been ingenious with thelr slow-
‘downs and labor preductivity wes higher; if the Rueslan peasant
(deprived of hle human-riess) would not. take lts time and thus f'-
preduce & great desl lees than the American fermer; 1f the Russian:

. youth (deprived of what thz workers' staté. should heve brought, :
_them--a new society) vwere not in continuous revolt,: thushchev
'wouldn t come to barter with thc American cspltalista

: And wbile these two are trying to divide the world
up until the moment when thelr ICEMs sre "operational" and only’
one rules-—-1f one 1s left allve--we are supposed tc close our
eyes and think that peace hes come to & sssskixdx¥sX crlsis.
ridden world, xxane- In Americeé,(unless Elsenhower invokes the
T-H Slave Law; he ecannot even Show .the superice Amerilcsn, stekl
industry for the workers have closed thet down tighte-

e I see that the Rueslans-—-that is the rocket,

the men-mace mechine but just a mechline~-have remched the E
gpmoon, But none know beatter than Ehrushchev that this spectocular“
fewt cannot solve the problems of thls esrth, And his troubles -
cone not up from there, tut from llve Russlan workers down on |
this planet. In reespect to people, &2 agsinst machines, nctbing
--naot even science plus Rhrushcheviy power-—--can shift the

center of gravity froz the point of productlon where relstions

.of humen belngs declde everything else 1in sccolety,  Thst is




‘why, while talking }gace to the other Big Guy (Eisenhower}
Ehrushchev bellowed &t &km 1little Italy that if they dared |
‘go “through with this ' misslle granting, they better know that’
he8ll put them upain.Albania and Italy cén te blown off the-
face.of the earthf{than they can lesrn to pronounce the word,
Sputnik. NWo doubi Xk Anmiericsn imperlalism told Italy the
-same - thiong from itg viewpoint, for now tHere are 500 Itsllan =
‘soldiers in- America leg ninh the use of these weanons. '

: !ﬁi ?&/ jzl&d-J e uﬂ‘ju' o
- The Itaitlan masses, on the other hand, can heve-T
_a decisivp ¥oice--play @ ptvotsl raole in setting ir motion
“the workers of the world to step this mede rush: tc selfl S
destruction. The door to freedom hes meny keys, and no ons.
-'ever knows in advance, whlch workingeclasse wlil open it first,
: The: Ame”icaﬂ worxers msxnzxxn*&hxxﬂnx have much’
to contribute, -

Despite the slander oocut thelr "backhardness“
because they have not.a labor party of their own, the Amerlcnn
workers not only 2re among the most mliitant -in ithe werld, but
have ratsed philosophle guestions of the- most profound'%Ppor~\
tance that br‘ng Marxlem up to date fer they desl with:

..most fundamental mnt of l*fe- 1abor and productlon

: The qupstion thcy havg ra*sec ever since automn-
tlon come to the ‘mines in 194% 1g WHAT KIND OF LABOR. wWhat
kind of labor shoulé man perform?  What kind of labor snculd
wan perform when the Bcientists can send a-man up to. the moon
but, cennot give. men employment? What kind of” labor should ~ .
man - perform, - @lthough-the machine demands his 'gomplete subsec-,_,g
pion_to it although 1t has'no brain ‘&nc hr hae?” a

; ‘Becently I read an artlcle by -an Ita’ian bourgeota
“economlst’(#bf\g,5ﬁ : . The point of 1t seems to be that -
Italy, for competitive purposes, neéeds Automati_.n, while unlons .
: ni;xxtshxxnxitzhk resist 1t, There should he no reslatance
- to- thilg "progress", seys the intellectual, for sutomatlon makss

work easier,_a matter of pusbln? buttons. DON T _YOoU BELIEVE E-IT,

o . 'The speed of the, productlon Iine becomes hell.
iteelf, It is the cenaummatlon of all Marx taslked sgalnat for
.Merx kneu better thsn &ny man'. before or since. that so long ms
maching 'is master of men, not man of machine, thst is how long
'you will hsve capitall t exploitation, no meétter what_ydu name’ -
j_t . .

Automation means the elim;nat*qn, gg;_gg_;gggg.._
but of the lnbore..
. Wnile uremployment beccmes 2 permanent: feature'
of cnultalikm, the burden of lsbor has not lightenced, On the . -
contrary, the speed of the linc exhaushs you 8o uhet--thev hope--
you have no time to thlnk and plan wnen }ou come home,

’ What E__x don t know 1ls thet you thlnx. have
your own thoughta while on the line, You oppone 1t, You
plan to reconstitute the wholenegs of yoursaslf ks humen, with
& body and & breln and ¢ heart, Your own thoughts &re as
‘different frow the capltslist &nd the lalbor turesucrat snd the -
‘seientific burnaucrat. es 1s the plece you occupy in productlion
from thelr place, :




And so- it happened, before tne word,Autometlon, was yet:
invented, hut the machine called continuous miner, was .
inuroduced into the ‘American mines in 1949, that the Americen
‘workers, faced with thelr wWorking ranks cut in helf, were
'not satisfiled, with labor, any kind of labor, but, bsrnn

Tignting thot monster machine with the greatest gnnera’ strlke
lasting 9 months, wWhlch begsn, under John L. Lewls'® leedershilp, =

- but developsd agzeinst it, began r&lsing the guestlon: WHAT :

- KIND OF LABOR? WHY SHOULD THV DIVISION BETWEEN MENTAL AND N
MANUAL LAEOR NOT BE" AROLISHED? - WHY SHOULD THIS MONSTER machine.
rule us, Instead of we 1t? And they celled thisz lnventlon 7
~of sclence and engineering put at:- the disposal of the chitallst
c1R58 "a man killer." 3ince then Automstion has been lntroduced
alss into auto, ‘steel, slecirlc works, and the death rate. from ' -
industrisl accldent hus indeed goOuway up, Wildeats are.a daily
occurrencec. wWhat other forms of strugzle they wiil use the fu ure

will show, s, NLJ“,Y J Calim - ;s"” (A,J,M. e “%f}

Now 1t is preclisely on this mentnlitx +hst Marx bullt

his theory cf liberstipn., Or, s5 Lenin put it when the masses -'F
"were already 1n-sction, "magses not only &s action, but a8 _ rezson
Having since gone through & great revolutl n---t.he Russlan--ahd - -
‘NEEKEXEXMEVEXAXFiKkX seen it too transford®into, opposite, the . -
workers have a right to ask: WHAT HAPPENS AFTER?  Are we always
to be confronted with a new buresucracy, & labor buresucracy,
.2 governing buresucracy, sn intellectusl bureaucracy, &n s word,
AN ELITE? Why must the division between mental snd manual

labor continue 1nto the new, the workers state?  Shouldn't
we begin 1ts aholitlon TODAy;-nnt 1OmOrrow, TODAY?

£ \'-

Just a5 the American horker= ‘have 1llum1nated & pnth
‘along which the production battles to be fought, so it is . = :
within the power of thne Itallan workers to 1lluminsate a polltical -
path, Tor: both productlion and politics are hut c¢ifferent aspects;
.of & philoﬂophy, & total outlicook, a different way of 1life,

It is. no 1on&er posaiblc to separete theory ‘Trom life.._
Action by 1tself,; as the Italimn workers known better than any, ~
does not leud to a tottely new, truly hunan . society. Without . :
@ philosophlc direction, it can verjy .well lead only to a DeGaulle’
"with en Italisn name, | The best A8 to leorn-from ere. the - &
Ruselan workers and tH6&e in the sateilites who fousht for a
" NEW HUMANISM. Even 83 the working cisss does in 1lfe, so the
bumanisc of Marxism does In theory-~threaten the: lilfe of the -
~ ruling c¢lass, . That i= why the ruling claes trembles and at the
_alleged mysticism of "negetion of the neg@ilon" for it kncwa 1t
by another name--the reslity: of the revelution against it
Pl Hey afngrel—eagnui&v- - B—pew-—road, . e
Ttalien workinz pecple Hegd in their hands the key to reconptrnc-
tion of Jeatern civilizztion along the Marxlist princlple of \
“Mthe freedom of the - 1ndividua1 ge the Dasls of .the fr rreedom of nﬁl !
— Don't you Gelive the talk thet shilosophy 1a the
provincc of intellectuals, Unless phlleoeophy comes out ol you
your impulses, aspirations and thoughts, it will not be Harxist
Humanism. . It will nct be an entirecly new soclsl order, If
the 1gtcllect¥ale go to meet that movement from practiece, then. )
“together we will flnally canetruct & clees~letu aoclety. - ;
A
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