This is the first of my. letters from the boat, which .
mesns at one with & -werld free of detalle, and an ccean -stimulating.’;
" " to thought. Thls is not to ssy detalls cannot be eo. On the contrery
‘& great desl of thle letter concernc the slmple detall never noticed:.
. before becsuse England was not srer as sctucl to ny thoughte and thai ls
. that tha trenslstion and transiamtor'd profece to Hegel's PHENOMENOLOGY:
' OF .MIND--omne J,B, Balllle-—coues fro: the University of Leeds, That -
‘gives yet & uew aspect to the lecture in Leeds for thls 1z one of the .
few “inierpretations’ of Hegel that hes something to say. SRS T

' Dear Fronl:

_ o (Ihmediately-théreVaré'detsils for youi Find dut-if -
you cen - whether Prof, Balllle 1z stlll alive--the introd, was written

".ipn 1931 aI have not Heard about him; also, a&ithough bhe glves no hint

thst he w2y be anytblng btut 'a seml-religious philosopher; find out-from.
MacIntyre whesher therc lg any interest on his part toward Marxisn 3
philcaophy, not Comwmunist dietribes, but Marxlan philoraphy. If he 1a
‘glive, ‘plesase send him o eépy of my buok and I wilil fellow it up .with -
-a letter scon,) . e o o o
T " The ilmportzuce of the detsil I"dleecveradas to where
ke Introd. wen writter 1s the very escence of Lhe Hegelain concept that
there are no sccidents in history-—-thet the sum total of "ageldents" tell
you the true course of history. foncrately, 1t mecang thet while I have
~been i&nxious to gilve a- lecture on Hegel in universitise and-found no
_tsKers, .the faet thot I do git a chance to speask Lo a unlveraity there
~-pnd that unlvereity s the very onec turt has a Hegzellan treditlon alrcady
;'Justifizs'myjcqncapt.that.European‘trlp 15 & neceasity to making Hemel's:
7. -Absolutes as meal in the English editlon a3 Abolitionlsa . wasg made_ 1n
Cothe” Amerlican edlition, T R o ST Ly

o Al o0 w7 Here 1@ what ia fmportsnt on Tinding notive roote--to
. (I take.for greanted that the proletarian developments wlik be the bmis . -
. glweys and a country that 1s as richund cdvsnaed 1o ita prolcturlan. - -
"history ‘as 1s Englend with 1is Tevellers,Digugera, Chartlsta, will produce
many. "firsts" to the preface of such an Lnglish edltion)find the - . -
philosophie root which 1z st the same time method and result., 1o thiao: .
“'gaBe to combine .root, method z2nd result 1s melther d1lletantish nor too
‘a1l encompasnsing, It ceens tnet only in todar's prolstariet, English
proletarist will you- find the contlinustors of the Hegellsn tradition,
And-1f thet ia not obvioun iz becsuse no intellectuzl hos been looking .
‘periously while you had begun just-the "detrlls" ef & lecture tour. found .
one wanting connection with proletariat vho, becouee ol M&T, givesn us .
‘& pistform, Now then I am not ercsting & theory out of the “acoldent",
-But here 1n the hlstory of Hegellanlom Lo Zngland to show you why my -
confidence hes a colld tamis, Hegel didn't get to ingland (I mean his

. phliosogby of course)} till guite late, the 18909, The tnesds that then .

 flowend frem these intellectunl trenelotors and commentatora was notouch,

* - aspeclinlly mince evidently phllosophy wae only & word gome unconncoted”

with the world. {In US the 1890n arc known us "the hesrtbreeklns '9on".
because of the violent etrikes; whet 1s Fngland hnown for?) This cone
tinucd ali the way till the 19305 when the introductliuns, slthough .-
strictiy somdeale, boguan to show soms ruy of underatending, In thies I
. perloc Beitlir brlongs (lat editlon wax 1910 wileh ls nlso not insignifios/!
Ctut stendard is 1931}, S ) : :

) . . Here 1s wh&t het thenp soys which Ltz of lmportunce to.
us, referring to the mlsupncderstood utudtezent that the individuel 13

repregdentstive of hupdnlty: "In Hepel's view this 1o not ssoldental, o
but priccip.e¢ umieriylng human expsrivncg, The individuel laz potentlaily.
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'fcapaole of =ccompiishing ail, that’ bumanltj hasa cxglicit;y rea;izuu. “he_
weslth of human resourcea 1§?ﬁivhtru1 inheritsnce & endownmen: the
acnlevement. of humanity tz his own fulflllment, its range and. its.'
helght ‘the measure of his s.ature and hia worth." ‘

Thet may have been mcant by Ball1ic ag a hit at thu :
) P anners that Legan sprout ing. in -the 19308 or 1t mey not . but he certa
” Was not unsware of the world in which he 1ived, The :mgzthiﬁx ‘proof -
that pnllocophy is condete. to him ie:t%e faot that he refuseé to eapitulats
- to anyonovwho thinke thouszht i abstirecst; he not only in his comments

‘Efbefore ‘each sectlon relstos each stoce cr consciousness to the. historlc

pericd, from Greek civillzatlion thrcugh the French Revelutlon, to-which,
R & 2 pcrtalns. But he relstes the whole movement from abstrsct tc cancretn.
inHegsl' to the movement frowm: putentiallty e sctuallty, . In & couplo’
.of plucoes itadeed he remiade me of Marx, You may. recall 1' you - knew
.avout it {Inezs plesse send B mr.copy of my old mimeoaldd article in:
Balenoe 3heet Comp;etcd that deals wilth oy polemnic aaainat Wright &
Werd) that I once wrote z plece on whst Harx meant by his statement that
the whole £,M, could be euvmacd up 1ln the one sentense "Abolttlon of
_private property' " He ssid” 1t after he. cdefined pvt. property gs all’
“An bourzeols society &thought &then said "In this scnse"”, eto. Now .
I find- Ezillic geveral times hes to resort. "This means", "FrOm this point

of view", "In thils sense" which surcly shows grofound awarﬁness nf how :
'readers are ul’llns to tske t lngz out of ccn ept

-hOﬂ could. posslbly a mpen 11fc uhﬂt failed to be 1ntarested_

; in somc of Marx if he had ever heard of it outsilde of its perversions,:
‘direct and indirect. . Now the -indirect onc concerns me now, pecauae that
‘famous dnsllah selcntist-ph‘losophcz whOBG DNERS escOpes me ju tonow .
¥rote s new Preface to HE EGEL'S SQIENCE GF LOGIC 4in the earlv g?BOa and
even at that late stage ssked the reader to dlasregard Hegel's Abaoluues
‘and poy sttention only, to the "Method", To me that 15 1like Soying forget
the’ whole and. menipulete the parts to. fix your own taste, Neturally he
- 'dian't.say 1t that vulgarly. . But the truth i1s that that’'is the very best
© Englinh "Marxists" ‘could do, and uwaturally. they. could make no- inroad. into -

the ‘Hégellan schoolrs which muct conteln some young minds thet would: be
'alerb tc contrlbutioua to tnat =ost profcbnd of 311 philoaophiea :

| : _Lnerefore 1 uay if we got thet platform and take a )
;conple of wor%eru along to listen to tho lecture and be able to identify -
. themsgclves with thils revolutionar, philesopiy, we would: be in o position .
‘to found 2 M-H movement on mest phllesophic und thernfore comprehensive -
foundationas, " Whet I woulé learn from them would ‘be: transformed iunto -
such sn extenslon of Marxian phllosSaophy that, in turn, th_y could. xsna::z;
‘técognlze’ & new qual*ty tn LnGmECIVLS.. Let' E try it and Zeep at it

‘ i Keeplingz at 1t meana mcLina sure that whether the
lectures &re on philoszorhy or on- the workinog doy, ve have some one . to

‘spprosch them and see. whether somy would not alse ¥ent to found o M-H
movemont, I would like not only to foliow esahr lecture up with a

" discuenlon wlth & group in the- pertlcular town, but that 3omec could
perhaps travel u&long to other towna, or at least by the end of the

tour you goulé cell s conferenge  of sll who heard and were intereated, .
T1i¥ic darsvw conclurions from Lt for setivity (Aincluding the mind's activit
and peraspeatives to be followed by the ‘British movement for the NeEt rer,
{Z)to undertake o British edition of M&F LI =ven we pust all do 1t euraulm.
which would include z new introduction that could becoms e sort

af manlfaatc. provided it was not sectarlan, tut hintoric and broad

for todsy's needsn, and (3)rolste all thtr to the British oiass struggle

of the ‘dey ‘and decide whethsr pou wouldn't officewsily becoume the

‘British Yseation” of K&L, asupplemosnted by Xxamxngk mimcographed bullctin

of yOUr ©ywn, but untll a rexl paper can be grinted  1n Englond, deks
NaL your organ, tayinp agvoer & solid page grrhapq P T




Déar Frank:

B _.Thia iz my secondmlettﬁr.which.I_begin with & sort'bf'p.bf
to the first to the effect that a Dr. Turncr of the Dop!
Liberpool University is Eeing thanked by Prof. J.)B.Bamiid

-kindly underteken the arduous labour of rorrecting the proois;" L Dr  Tur
then muet have been 2. young man whom the bli professor i3 -still usina fo
. such "wenuel ‘lakbor" gs correcting nroofs and if we had a -mcvement ‘that . ™
L were on-its toes In Liverpool,. then. ¥ric wauldmpromptly.hava“vialted'that
department and found out a few thinsn:about'hiﬁ,;und'ﬁlth.the;addeﬁ;taét
“that I 'speak at Leed U., heave.parhaps boeh'able-to;3et=nlnc=a’lepture‘in”
‘Llverpool U, - Not that tiat 1s sc imporcant,; but thet it shows ell the
©. facets. of a movement that ocur old radicéls. don't think, much less do ;
;anything ahout, in thelr nerrow Tield of trede nnlonism snd big results
in & hurry, Eput! ' ' o A
S . . - - . I=sesaq: ) : . o : '”
SRR Cn the debate .with/Beutseher, ir i1t doecn 'come through, be
surs to have on hand all , or slmest all, that_Stal1norTroLskyite-bburgeor
through-and«through intelicctual. Let mz tell you something ebout this
‘curious writer who 1= An love with his own wordz whlck he manages nkely -
‘‘encugh 50 that he is never right. Yet his name 15 20 blg that he wrties’
for London Eecnowmint as a spels~-right now sume series on how well o
Russla manages trade 1np E.E, Then he wrltes on .end about. Rusola-—super .
° blg spete~-Put he never evenr mantioned Mslenkov, much less. Rhrushehev - 0
- in . the last days of Stslin, . Then, although he saw nothing would be change.
beceuse 1t &1l was alrecdy so well planned, he promptly. wrote on how. -1
‘everything "1s changed and . Trotekyists are’ just nearly pert of the fomily,
He puppoaed te be non-party cerrying, as witness hlse books oo LT, waich
“praise theory of per. rewv, as even bigppcr than Lonin's, cte, .. He '

‘at all times ouvt of bolLh sides of hig mouth, but hio footnotes, appendices
.. sBources of' ‘never-before roed works, etc. are endlese. I den't want e ..
;bother ‘with him if the debate falls through so I dicdn't kether t¢ refrec
my memory .on hia works, but if it geos through have at lesst the last. 6
‘booke (he wriltes. them by the reamful)}) reedy Tor me te look through, . "It:
would be 2 true feat 1f weé could get it both te put SR in England -in 1ts-
plece, and perhaps to brepl: “throuvzh some circles in Am, wn my-return. - ¥

whieh I couldn't before because the consplraecy cof =ilence is not-only

 the making of the bourgeolsie but -the clé raglests as well,

S . ‘On the working clacs meetings, T will slwaye want to
g€t the feel of the eudlcener,. so it would be goad 17 I wet. wheeyer knoWs - -
many of €hosc expected and have him tellk to'mc & hour before meeting, . -
Yheore you cunnot be with me I would write you & formoal letter degeribing
“it, end if you could afford 1t, you should have & mimsographed sheet g ;
-, er two elrculating Woekly while I ax there, Gluesgow 46 en entirely édifrer
- area, ¥ith such e#n old stalwart as Medhane it - will be both eagler - 0 T
ang _harder te get & group together as he will have go much history and .
paBl in him--but that lettoer of his was wonderful, much more woarg then
Erlety review, Theroe was aiobher old man lu Glasgow, I think his. - -
name wis AldpeZyd, but I may be mixing It up, &nd he 1 the edlitor of - .
"The Word"™, He wrote wost enthuslastlcoily ebout aF, snd haod &N edltoriaL
-en 1t promising u lowg roview, but thel never wag, I wondered why @ .-
or 1f snyone therc linows about nim, Aldred {1 that 15 hin name} must
be over 70 4nd 1: sart of Indapendently Trotsiylat-snerchist,. He shouls
certoinly be informecd cof uy heving a peetling in GirLasgow mue thot I
personally went to sec him, ;

-

_ ' : : You are obvisusly eng nuturalliy the "greatest find" of -
8ll &nd therefore. it weuld be lmportant thet I sce as much of you aa AR
pesslile, which mcans thet iT st 2ll sosslble, you should try to tuke - o
Some tilan frow work. - I koow whet money mesae espccially ag you are T
A progpectlive father, but think zerlously &we'll see whit ocsn be worked- - ou -
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: - a’ lit;}.s‘ bit A-G-Lt‘ ol -1033?&3\}' The guestlicen of: t.h“ .

: ‘mnvnmﬂnf the abatract to _the nonnrete that I touched orn . in my laat
'letter.dhat I liked about Baillle's concept ol the ccncrete 18 not” ‘alone

- that he does not limit te thoupht alone, but gees 1t in” nctuality. -indeed
~ he says- the Abmolutefeslity 1o the framework of liegel. ~But thet hc makes

- history 1s inseparable from freedom. HNow you csn say, 1if. _you ‘&#re &
‘religlous ﬁhiloaophcr (now thet fleld turied penr iegel, cven mare than
the party Trotsky!} that you - mo move: from alavery in pre-Christian society:

‘to-freedom in Christienity &the Frznch Revolutlon (they ‘never nove

.- explained why such’ ;mmeasurable break. In tlme betyeen the .coming.of

-Jesus epnd genuine freedom on this; earth 1n the French Revolution): and

“ithen csay hilgher fthan oven. this is’ "inner" freedom end that is” what'

. ‘Absolute ¥ind .lgs, - Certainly Hogel himself ‘secms to suy ., Juht that whi

. only goes to ghow thet this greetest of:2ll phllosophers of: consciousneas
~was gulte unconrcloun of many of the objhctlvc sulis on him and from him:
__on varxint Humanism. ’ . - E —

Asain, if you feﬂr to go-it silone, you say well, Merz, surely -
atiacked Absolutcs and after all d1d not gmet Lo f1HIQh nis esany cn
'dlalec@icjjust.when_it ronched Abnolute,
. ‘Bul in that you cuse -you would: have to exploin vwhy.he went -
- .apeclnl trouble In hi French edition posiseript to CAPITAL not only -

~to eall attention to the fact that he used the dislectic for his
exqoelition, but what ts fer more lmportent; thot it Brcse out of
" conerete capitrlist seelety  in both its negative end poaitives to
“Buchk ©&n extent tLRet Jor the negotive--unemployed srmyy-he used the )
phrase. "ganeral chaolute. :dw", and for its total oppouite or negetlen .
of negetion,; he used“new forces snd new poeeslons,.” (Yo you remember hna
'he dcxinea oass;cn in the harly Egsey 8. & "atrlvlug for"”}

. i ; Thc reason I am boing into &ll this 15 not Baillie or even
any of the Fnglish 2o fur as I undcretand Haclntyre, otul the French- and-

. gldoc Marcuse who lntroduced my work, . First a word ‘on Ma.cuse. not: huvinss‘wJ

eccepted .y anslysis. either of Hegel's Absolutes nor varx & nor. the .
;prc;etnriun opposition to ‘Automation, he got. himsell in -such a mess. on
“the ‘fact that "History" 1o nll dlalectics applies to, not "Nature"-as.
Engels would have us lesve, thet in his letest work he!ls Jusy an.

:__upolosist fTor Russia! . He says, in moot abitruse and compliested-and

‘impossibly philosophiudl longuage, that "all" fhat i+ wrong with Soviet
dlalecticel philosophy, Soviet "Nurxlsm {sic!) 1a thst' they sasume &
‘soclialist scelety and of courge there will bke no contradictions there,
8u then they quote all those quotatlons, but he Guotations thémneivss
~are not “wrong."! (¥hich remindes mc you d1d not send us the. Zoe, Lesder”
thet punliished you & you should slvayws do thet when it hes something.

-+ 11lke that &do it viz sir sipec 1t tuakes sbout u month’ for & yeper- to:i*
‘grrive.) Now he mey be surprised thst he ended =g uu-s;clugist—-curtalnly
the bourgeolsis is g6 surprleed they feur to review him! But,” the

-utnilnists cgught it 1mmcd1ataly--8nd sUre enou;h there 1o a J}myﬂthctic

revieu of hisc book in tho Rtuliu‘at "’clence cc‘uty - .

. : '.No&‘Haximilicn Bubcl_c: Porls, who wiashes Lo avoid qulte mhat
1ifall, has decided thet aitl Merx used wos “"Method™ and-that both -
dlalectical” and “histolesl"” muterislisg are Engoele'u wulgarlzattlons,
"'How Lhore 1as no doubt Yngels wan ju"t a follover end the husaniam of :
Murxiam &nd the aimg;lclt; of the dialecatic cseaped him so that hisz
1883 veratlen of "Feurbach” 1o vnat;; inferlor to the yosung Harx's of .
1844 whnloh he was "bringling up to date", But to sccuse Lngels of bot
understanding thnet for ¥arx both rualitJ & thouxht dHre one continuous
" process in Lo mlsread Lhe young Morx's crontlelam of Hopel's ldealiam .
rcr‘(.critlclam of ﬂctunl thought, I, the end, Rubel hed to aay Lenin:
_made sams mlatu?& 0 here Lo one who dove undarntand "humenisa™ hut
beocauee. he doonn't See 1t gongretely A6 end of division of mertal and




‘ 1 e. o closec pnllc ophi.
gyuten -“shﬂ”-nv nnﬂ endina;with ‘thought ' o developme—&‘n—awuatuq-”_

e el Lo uiiading

-else,‘nnd ofAcourse 1f 1t xxxn (Absolute Tdn:) were ouly “ontolosy

[ No dcubt I l] have some lettﬁru wait ng fram you when I reach
Fllan (thie boat-1s Llater than-I thaughb &I den't- get . to" 1ta1y
tL11- ‘2nd) -and.know exact dates,  I'm now.pretty sure- in my" oing.’

would go . rrom Hllan to London,(and tukc in Paria eithpr 1n bﬂtween
“OF at end'-*- Sl : : R

Laakihg.fqrwgrd';O'Eeeins ybujéooﬂ




~ Dear Franki

S This is the third latter from ths boat, and wlll center mainly on the )
~.: conforence I propessds. It should not bp celled when 1'm in England the £iret -
-round, Tut Just before Ixmak sall on X November 12th, which meansthe wedcend Bofore them.
“This mesansthat youo would gat a report from me shead of that given %o the REB on the

whol= of the Zuropeen trop. Ths EX rsport by yourgelf on the sctivities you have
engeges in gince your bredc with-WL, and If JY is with us, perheps a report, .
- mach briefer than yours, by him. Otker loccal reports may be given BUT, on the whola,

©.. this 18 n0%t & conference of what has beer done, but what will be dons oxce wohave A

theorstical Zowdsticn under our feets JY hardly could have unerstood my letter to '

. him on tha greatest lack of theory in: the English movement,. including tha daye of

- Marx vhen even hg could not find an Englishman of ovan the calibre of a Xautaky, =~ . .
or he wonldnit have continued his orratic weys. It is this theoretic foundatton that

- " must bs the center of the conference, or it will have no mors mesning than those in

. & gort of constant session by the old radicais, or the ones who havVe hw risd to the P

. ..1ike SR and principle 8 have gone straight out of tha window.

Naturally we will work on 4t when I getto England, but you should begin putting
cut come foelers right ewey. And, as an indication o the type of mentelity 'I wish
to avoid I111 go over from England to France eand from a prole tarim Like 7Y to an
Jntellectunl lil® Robel who haa published the most definitive bibliography of KM's works
as wgll &g en-Bintgllectual essay" of KM, {(Pleane lock up for me ohe thitg I could s
. 2ot locate in America to which he Tefers: "Short Communication on the Uppublished s
© Writings of Karl Marx Jeallng with Matharastics, Natural Sclences & Techmology end the
Hiw, of These Subjects” by Prof, E. Colman., A paper read tc-2nd Int, Cornigross of -

the His..of Science and Tecknology by the delggatee from the USSR, London June 29~July 31 & 3

- 1951, Ed. Enlge ¥nglend Lid. Nowthe Rubel note says this iw to be found in the
. Toyal 1ibly of Brusggkse, III. 89,657 A 22 but Ferhaps mma near CPer or British
Muggum more llikely could get 1t for you "for a livrary 19&_:;.") L L -

o e T - Fow then this Rubgle-sndhg 1s the Dest of all those now writing on
- Marx~=hsas a lot Yo Bay on how all € books mentioned in Lst draft of Capitel and
repeatsd in Criligque of Political Economy heve neve Dsen published and so CAPITAL -
_ip "incomplete,”’ and not one single wad on how the strucburs of CAPTIAL cherged .
"'in the years 1861-~1571. Not only that, if even we allow that only the American

- yroletariat could have shown the way to that, an intellsctual still was bound to ves

.whet 1% all meant to Marx. Insiead Rudel complains that the Paris Cormme Mwiped

. out once again ths thecraticain of CAPITR LY so that to him (Rubsl) "the political ..
man and the awvthor of the powerful pampkle t .on the Commurg" only leads to the. conclusion
that %From 1873 untll his death, he would be 8ble to add nothing of value te hin as :

.. ¥eot unfinished wrke* Now some one must love (I use ths word not with sbandon, but
‘with the passion Morx dascribes a2s a Watriving afterV a new society} thaory &as mish

a8 the proMtariat itself to be 8ble tos tiek to a peth etruck out anew as MN*H,. Yhat

JY is doing is clinging to h¥k individual prolgtarisniem in such a way that it has

..; 811 the earmarks of a ptty bourgeols intalls ctualism rather then the good prolétarian
revolutionary he sctunlly is, Marx had a word for it, but I won't zive iF to you in
German because 1t hae since been unegd by gvery conceivabls bureaucrat when he wanie

“te frlst it to meam "backward worlore." Bui what Marx was concerned with was that the
‘revolutlonary factory worker would find yet one othar impadiment in his way that 1is

the crafisman-~~journgyman tallore and clock mokere they ware then—who wae self—taugh& .. - |

_and hadl all the negative feoturee of the intells ctual and none of the positive
ones, while hie own proletarian origin was blunted in the Drocess. :

Raa.
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—

Dear Frankt
oo : One more/letter on eonfersnce sg thécocrotic foundation, .
I.weuld like an opportunity either on firet round in Snglans {preferably):
or 1est stay teo give &t least 3 lectures on KeF, Whetheor people rosd 1t
or not (&and not meny éid), studving it, and studylng 1t wilh author,/ 18 .
somrthing else sgain, and our friends must get uned 1o that love of =
_ theory whére they wiLl not put sdide s book of thid order because they
‘have already 1t with the same sgeed they resd the latsst murder-mystery.
“If they hed studied Lt ss theoretieclans, then they zould prove thls by .
producing an Encllsh supplement to 1t in the manner 1n which “Bationalis
-gommunism, Marxist Humeniam and the Afro-Anlen Revolutlons“rwas produced
When there are no. suzh penny pamphlets svaileble for ithe Zaglish .. % =
proleterist’, then they better &ake & second look et method and learnm
to draw out every implicstion in M&F, .for %z meke sxpllell that whlch.
As only implicit--Tor thls we have the word of Hegel-<sums up the whole
province of .philoscphy, &nd we might add,revaolution, Y

- (Heve you been able to establish any contact in those

. Africen Commlttees 1pn England where I could talk to some genulne
Africdns; if not & lecture, then a bersoral taik w11l do. But ¥
certsinly count or the fact that through Ingland I would comc in some
gort af lAfe contect also with Afrlca, as well gs Hungary, but the
Hungarisn refugees I lesve to snother Hungarlen-Traanchmen, F.Fajto,
“but 1t wouldn't be wrong for you to get any addresses you ¢sn get in
London and sens them an Alro-Astan gsmphlet, marking in red the part
on Hurwaniesm in the Hungsrisn Revolutloen.)} S -

e © . The main pmxgpre purpose of thile study of M&F would be
40 master method so-that the English friends would Tte oble in the =
"not tde 'dlstant. future .tc-tnlnk of & paper likKe NaL of thelr own, . If
. ef.ecourse we could! invelgle an:-Itellan sad Frenchmon to be preszent, -
“4hat would be besat,but we have to functiion with what we have that lia .
" best now, not later, onéd what 1s beat is England and you, 'lethod 1s
. 811 I esn give you--the content, research, analysls zuct come from. =
" you all, But here I noticc that. there will bLe an electlon soon dn -
_* England .& no éoubt all the little busybodles huave sotten busy to put -
_LP back inte the seat of gov't, as 1f that 15 what &g nseded.-now, ' RaE
. Gaitgk#ll hes returned ‘from Ruesla ip a hurry bul-he hes nothing more..
" to offer thon what Zhrushechev szld he would e4ree to, but whlch hs
. re}ected when MacMillan propored 1t, and 1n any case &8ll 3--Khrushechev,
“Macmillan & Galtskell--are one set of triplets state cagltallsm hag: o
given birth to that wouid be hard to duplicate even when they "fight"..
Thé operfect exampls was thiz horrid LP conference taklng place wWhere. o -
one dclegate whosc neme cscapes me--but pleéase do keep Tor me olipglngs. -
of this—-ststed tnat with Automution the Tight for wagce gte, ia reslly . .
somewhot deted ac ere sll trade unlon struszrles "excepl, of course" -
"not to let zo of the trade unions "until" they do digcorer o new way,
"perhapsl the chorter workwsek, New, in such an otmoaphere, why shuld
the Heglyltes or the 3R groyip or cven JY oe so bonecerned, If it las :
because all the workers are'in LP--then it -etill doesn’t answer the -
questlion: on what basls do you wish to wln themi Ferhaps Lt ie neceazary.
to function in LP--1 wouldn't reslly knew, “altheugh I have my doubis--
but unothing at all csn be done until the primery question of what . )
theoretic foundation for your functioning will be done, All I note foom™-
the results of Trotuiyiten ia tnst the Healyiter now sccept “"211" & not
only Trotezkylsts, ond god only knows whet the state capltelist theory
hes done for CLIff as I understené he even favored “limited war"
sgeinct Formora by Comaunlisit China,

: : I will no¥, beg of £ _for e few days % turn my oind
to Ttely And Franae, A ST : : -

LI




September 19(?)1959‘

Deer OLSE(for the REB)

Naturslly I hsva no 1des whsther they wlll or WillAf‘
not have & conferemce when I resch Milan or: anywhere, . Buat .
I thought I should get down my ldeas on what I would -say. in.
the first statemsnt: of challenge’ for theoretical leadership, .
Here 1t is,(or rather w11l be .since I msde only one..cepy B
snd decided to send 1t through Bessie to avoid extra: work in
office and save me stamps——money is goinq awfully fast and’
I'm atill-on the toat!) It would be good i you had. a. brief:
discusslion on it, ond a brief suzmation was sent me, altho
of course each person who wishes .to e;aborate can. write me
_as well,  But my polnt was that much chanze andg’ freedom must be
allowed'for, ‘and "1t 'i1s best under the. eircumstances not to: :
divert from the ccncentratlon there on growih, to thinking .
of Europe here,. Untll I &ctuslly get there- and begin’ tPlklng
around, there would be no point. to my asking for your views
on the general lines we have already discusscd, The ssme is
true insofar &s membershlp 1s concerned, Until I actuzlly’ :
begin writing news, it 13 Lest not to d*vert 1o eny WEJ from
their. concentration on worx thﬂre. .

I will lock forward to seeing NEWS & LVTTEHD whlch

I assume will be wslting for me in Milan, Plezse also.-tell:
me -the deadline for the October lesue. I should: th=J_aKed
you that, 4if I am mot oh time with ay TW, you should. just
proceed to take one of my o0lé numbers - that ig on-a geueral
tople thet have not been used *ln NEWS & L“TTERD—-may from:
Correspondence have not been uaed--and elther. rep*int a8 1a,
or you have perfect freedom’ to edit and inzlude & paragraph
thet would bring it up.to date., There used to be a’time’ when
. I would ssk REB membkers to '"sukstitute" for me and I oris nally
. “thought of that when I left. " Eut, &gain, ay. céntral pointiwas.

alwa;e not ‘to.give extra work angd thus I did noti. Now: that I
- see’ that I might not ‘have the time, why I- authorize you-in:
azdvance to uee some 0l¢ TW--for example the one on clvil rights
. #incée we have not had one for a very long- time_, 'If.- T .do get &
_.chance to write oy column. then it could co in the lcst minute.

- I do not now récall whether I had also made one’ cop
of the speech for Gencve and sent 1t to Bessie, but Af I:414d,
then I now ask her to forward 1i to you, - As I. s2id.1ln the
fifat letter, only-when I will peed adeue or action on some
"point, then I willl speed 1t directly to REDR and ask for direct.
replies without sending any tlo Bessle, whilch then will be in
'your hands, . .

Yours,
: - FHae
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_Lesar Friends-

i

This will be my last letter from the boat, and 1 will‘
J aend & copy also to FW. 1o England for 1t is time he begsan. knowing’
‘alsc the Jtslian movement, thoug gﬁls will be very sketchy one *hat
'aubject .8 most of 1t wlll once?c cern phllosophy.

Flrst I found the preoared notes for speech at Genoa“
whic h I had evidently nct zent tc Bess so I'm aendlng it to you
first, and will ask you to send 1t on to her,

becondly ‘T reread {really: read for first time th“ouqh
as &t thc time of the Milan corf when Bass ent it to 'de Sy Italian
was too” sketehy tc resd). Demen's thesis; It is true that 1iis con-
cluslons on: the need for"vanguard carty" belng the one andé only
preblem Zthe one which spelled out defest for Hungary 1s as wWrong

&3 we thoubht when we gignced at it Tirat, However, despite Wrong -

‘eonclusion and drasging i1n the guestlion of. Hungarlan Revolution,.

the thesils is noainly on Wrench grcup. and -in that I believe he 19

. quite correct, and weé can® from that some of the poeltlve festur

of this sgmraeek revolutlonary. Here are its meln features:: 1)

Soclalisme. ou Berbarie called for Workers® .Councils "to defend

the salry of the workers-and bring peace to Algeria, That was

thelr answer to . DeGaulid's coming to pcwer. 2)Demen sayse: rightly

Workers councila .arise on creat of revolutlon<-&s 1o HR so in:

Hungarlan; where they do net, thenm Euch a 8logan could be- entlrely

reformlist. as: 1t meens functioning within capitalist framework,

It appesrs ‘that’ Gramsuit cne of the originals of CP in Ttaly who ',
. died while in pricson and Whom the CP has made. intc the. theoreticiaﬁ
* altho he was evidently not =2t sll in their. directioﬂ' .1 suspect

" Domen “fought with Greamael. at time_they all were sent -to prison:

by.ﬁussolinl)had'more or leas such a "deviation" on queation of .

_workera‘councils vs, party ‘as axis of rev,movement, but not conceiv
ing: as any  time but that of rev.’ 3)"Therefore" concluded D. ‘Damen - ...
the one thing that faces you is bldg. of party. Now while we '

"disagree with the "threfore", there is no doubt that-our calling ..

“at that time on the antl.- Communlsts groupings re-evaluating thelr_

own fallure to - get as polarizing force, and inzisting that the

intellectuel responsibillty must move toward ‘Worklng - for & unity.

-of itheory und prectice is a great deal closer to Damen's. to- anythlog

Chaulleu ever wrote, deeplte tne fact that: 1n the hbstract*ons

Chnulieu appears close :

The greutest weakness of Damen is tne arstract vey he keeps'
runcatinm the hped for a vangusrd snd, above all, hisg .rejectlon’
both of t.u., ané parliament &as any real arena. Tor" rev, work; he-
seems - to. conceive 2ll the work outside the factory gates, Tlve
Just recently lesrned more of the nig. of both Damen and: CP %
Spwlinters & I want to summurize those facts for you: (Problems o
‘of Communism, Jan.-Feb 'eg carries a quite gnod article by an ex-crer
Enzo leertl)

AR l)chronolosicnl;y the Damen group cones flrst and tL
is the only one of the splinters that h&ve peraisted, The guthor
treate the grouping wilthout considering split frow Bcrclsa-'lndeed
he doenn't mention it, But in any case then ICP wss founded 1940
s0 it must have been while still in prison, bused on 3rd Congresa,
of €I whlch stood for rev.actlon whille Lenin atitl allve Zwhich
wag evidently publlshed in Itely theot very year,1921,Damen was
& Communist lesderin Itelisn Psrlisment when raecism ceme Lo power .-
&nd 1in prison in 1930 broke wlth them. When in 1944 CE begen attacks:
on group, the organlzer of the * P JMario Acquavia wss slnin & on. .07
?/28/48 Battag 11::. Comuniqta Bccuaed GP of. u. _ , 9441




2)In ‘44 lst bresk 6rom CP--"Red Star" group founded in Pledmont
by old time Communicst militant, Temlistoele Vaccarella whom the. .
'cP 'murdered on 6/19/44 and that group dlsintegrated after thst,
33In '48 over Yugzelsav defectldén amobher small opp.  started:by..
‘Aldo Cucchi & Valdo -megnanl, slso from undergound, &they were-.
expelled. in 1951, which led to formation of 1 group that had .
affilisted with Trotskyiets;while Magnani dissolved his group and

went into SP{NennlO;Cuccl whent into Dem.S3.P,{Sarragat) - ..
4)There 'is not- another sericus breéak until 1956 witk Khrushchev
speech eb 20th RCP, which glves blth to Azions Communistg,eet’d.’

| 6/%6 by Giulio Senigws "former deput-chief of PEI#'e "vigilonce:

.. comm,"- and Bruno Fortichiari.--wWe know whether thet has ended,:

At same time' another group. formed 1/57 by Eugenlo Reale, former
“ambassador to Poland, and his group &8s Corrispondenze Boclalista .
“exists, T - : g . SR
'5}In 12/56 Glulllc,Damen, Trotskylets fsome anarchist group tried.

* uniting but it dldn't work., Evidently it 1s all on baels of actlon
23 2geinst CP who betrzyed &then egch group beglns interpreting- -
action different, but lets not forget thst in all this Damen does
‘heold -out at &ll times, - - - o . L L
“6)The thousands and thousgnds who broke over Hungary--only & few
of them org'd , but they seem to be leanling to woclelists, Rezale

. hss launched "Alleanza Soclalists" & lgecal grouplngs in Sardinieg,
Apullsz,&Mesagne have elther breksn in tolto  or suffleclently 25

- maj, to keep Communists from wiliiing in local elections, but T 5
aee no one botherinmg te zZo to the ‘workers and seelng what. it is -
they want; with Damen's attitude on parlisment (anti)I can't see

he could reach any of these 1f ‘even he had a much larger org, . . -
The 300 ex-CPers who met ip copnv:intion in Rome are thus Y&r without
anything positive -4knone has touched t,u.,2lthough that i3 where .. ;
" the CP influence has shrank mostly [from 604,982 in '46 to 237,000 1n

(¥ell, the rest will have to walt t1ll I get there, 0-yes,
- the starhesr PCI 1s sc that' you do- not confuse these initials
_whileh stand for Itallan CP with IGP . which stande for Int.CP:or:
Damp's group. I suppose the Trotekylsts too eczll themselves some’:
new ad jective plus CF Jjunst to contuce matters further,) . S

"Now to the phllosophic confuslons in Frence outside 3 ou B
which hes no philosophy even as Johmsonites declared philoacphy--
to have ended., 3o 1t 1s good to see what ‘Marx 'did to’such-in hls’ -
dey (1844-Critlque of Hegel's Phil,of Right):"In & word, you .- =
cannot &bollish philésophy without putting it iloto practice, The ..
.same error, oniy with factors reversed, 1s commlitted by the o
theoretlcal paerty...It belleves 1t can sccompileh this negrtlon
by ‘turning 1ts back on phliocsophy, the while 1ts sverted head.
utters & .few irritahle and. bengl phrases over it Moreover, .1ts
horlizon 1s so limited &s to exlude phll, from the reslm of Ger,
"agtuelity unless 1t 1meglpnes philosophy to te lnplled in German

prsctice snd in the theories subwerting. 1t. ‘It urges the'necessity_w;”

for lirdny up with vital-forces, but forgets thut the: real vitsl
force of the German people h&s hitherto ‘pullulatéd under lta skull.\
. ...The wespon of critlclem cannot in sny case repglace the critie-
i8m of weapons, material force must bLe overthrown by maeterial .
force, but theory too becomes & materlsl forse ag soon as 1%

grespe weapcna. (messes)Theory ls cgputle of grasplpng wespons
(masses)as socn a8 its argument btccomes ad homine, and iis zrgument.,
.becomes &d homline as soon &8 1t becomes radleal,”" (Then fodlows:
thet wonderful quotaticn we slweye juote that te e radlesl means

to eresp & thing at its root &nd thereot of mankind 12 man.)

9442 B
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. %What however do'FrehCn do novwg{l'm talking ebout Rubel who-ls-
the outstandingiMarxologist”in sense ol compllinmg bibllogroghles, .-

-writing ilnteilectusl blographles. of Marx & evidently, according,

to his lest laztter also having 2 spall group of some gort).

. -B N o R . - - I -
- -1x%aying.dialectlcs.1s only  "method" not"onotology”

{closed system limited to thought processesi glone), they 1in fact’
‘reduce method .to practice or eriterior alone, denying it has any = .-
relastionship to theory of knowledge, Thus they fall into both CP. .-

& o0ld:2nd Int., trap of saylpng since Merx stood Hegel ZRxXIExLEEX 7 ¢
. or rather Hegellan dislectics on 1ts feet, instead of on. ite head, .
therefore only "action” counts. "By stapndinpz dialecties on its £eaby.
. feet, however, Marx.did not.cut off ita head. . Far from beheading -

philosophy, he humapnized 1t, whlch megns he gave It & head, a body,

& heart, & soul, if you please; L : L I

- 7 2)By inslstlng that ¢lélectics ls'merely a process
one uses when one degls wlth abstractions--a method of exposltion .
which help you get to the snalytical or concrete-~Rubels falls ifhto-
Trotakyists. trap which always insisted thzt CAPITAL wags.dilalectlical -
where 1t.-wes abstrsct like-in first chapter on:Commodities, but
when 1t got to the Worklng Day, &t wes Just hiztorlcally concrets;
not abstrzctly dislectlesl, Piffle! The diglectics of the VWorking:
Day--that is to say, ilts  own dlalectic, dyueamic, revelutionary,
humen movement 13 what gave the drive, the dlalectlec and humenist
drive o all of the book,., Even & beurgeolia lilke Baillie seez that
in Hegel movement from abstract to conerete does not medn nerely
transforming a lot of fencrete Iects into an sbatrsct generallzatio
but, ‘on the contrary, & & movement from g potentiwlity to an . - -
gctuality. Thst ls to-say, 1in-the first chapter, the commodlty as
& unit of capitazlist contalns all capltalist contradictionps -but - - U
only 1n. embryo, and the worker nimeelf its sort. of Jjust abstract’ labor,.-:
By -the end of Capltal, having' gone throuvgh the mediatlon of The Co
Working D&y, &Ll the cepitalist contradictions have been congcretely ™ .-
revealed 1n capltslist accumuletion and crisis and .the “ghaolute -

 general law--unemployed army', and the worker 1s no'longer either .

“ Just abstract labor or Jlust an ingividusl but the great mass, force,

. that is bringing capitailem down,ete. So that it 1s even mere- . .
diglectical &t the -end than at the beginnlng .1f you wish to get .into L
YAuantitative"npohsense of "more" and/or "less" lonstead of gqualltative

- chanzes for a new soclety, Sometlmes, try s I miakt, I just can't =~
understand these intellectuals and their flow of wWwords toward nothing;

if only their words could be sunk into thies tremendous wonderful ocean
I sam on and we could then talk btoth sense in class struggle ang oo
sense in - tdouvght, .To deny Marx meant dialectics as thought by the .
‘clevel use of the word "ontolegy", which Marx nsturally rejected just
gdds up to. the faect thet I belleve these lntellectusls have never’

'_seen 8 workesr, much less grgsped. any of his asplrations. and thoughtﬁ.%

o Well, I'll see whet I meet in Parle when I get

there, but &t the moment I look forward more to those lectures
-in leeds, and 1 do hope I am asked there to speek -on phillosophy. - o
Let .the Heslyltes sguirm and giggle sbout "abstractlons" and I challeptd
MacInty re to be able: to stand them for one moment. after the lecture,

" "I trust NEW3S & LETTERS Is off the preas and one
will be waltingz for we in Mlleno; thal prepsrations for Opt. is3sue .
do not teke up so mich time that there is any diversion from concen-
tretion on our growth, sube, ssles of pamphlets, contacting, dally,
es?.“in De€§e1$, from editoilto-grganlzer end paegsallel, crosswlse,
: dieslectlc ; throush a o not take time u dis
%ﬂg Sﬁr% On_pﬁfi389p y,cghougﬁ 1t would e gocg irpygg s%ugggg 1t
individually, st _your leisuee, - Yours, Rao ' ' .
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6 £ f-%f.ﬁd}:. . Wren.I zrrived in Genoa, insteed of belng met bythe .
: ~%;-“J‘Genovesg-whose desecriptlon I.asked for from Bess, I was meti by the
" one, Lucisno Reimondi, I did nat expect.. However, without & moment's
hesitation we recognized each other. and he was first in line and T
‘was second to get off by virtue-of heving stolen into lst class for:
that purposs, It seems that Resaz travels around, could not come.
“{wa&s not in Genoa) wheu the boat came late,: and had not erranged a.
mesting for me there, Luclano took me to meet 2 .of friends who':had
been involved in the.recent ship striké and who will come to: Mlsno.
_ “thnls Sunday where the meeting ls srranged for me for morning,  whllé
.. in the-afternoon ihe Az'one:Comunists group,. now that' Gino has:left,”
" gnd the Damen group wilil:dlesouss unit'icaticn. - The meeling wilk ‘be.
- of a different caliher alsc in the serse thseti instead. of . exchangling
. -vwiews with.the workers in general, ve will stick closely. toe’ thecry
and I have 1% hours for s lecture on ME&F) and then the rest ol the
worning and ‘s long as 1t 1s. necessary for iengtny discusslons and.
‘summetion; which is jJust as well slince 1t is-impossible. to move &
step wlthout considering the theoretlesl foundation, . e

L It turns cut that the publicaticon sum originally agreed
to when Glno wes to have pald was not $200 but a little over $400!
I hed thought that included transletion -and since we already -peid,
-~ etc., But no, it seems that the trsnslation was onec thing the publishe
~ had. volunteered to do, but, again, Gono, saild, no-he wlll pey. - :
I& 8 word, T now find that we will have to psy $500, What I :
proposed therefore (and I do hope that Saul's $100 comes. 1lun time -
as -1t 1= of the absolute essence because 1f I give . up $300 instead
of as I thought £200 I will herdly have enough money to get to -
Fngland much less-travel back, etc.)is that if he puts. in writing
the definitlve promise thet book will be off by the end of Dee.I .
will turn over 3300 now and the remsining $100. when I see’ the book
actually off the press, ' Demen Just telegraphed for an ‘&ppointment .
.  tomorrow and; Wwill takéme. theére. /[ rfLala oo, &ncyﬁpnjkﬁzi(ﬂ" o e
T yelanbv Ak T = Dy w6 P Covr @ miihety o o
R . CPhere iz slso the problem of the tranalatlon itself, -
vwhioch {1Mwhile on boat I found guite a" few . other political errors,
ond (2)whiéh both £he friends and publishur s2y. is gulte awkward .
Itslisn I1n many respects sounding - -like altgggslatibn by & non-Italian;
Hewever, the literary espects the translzat .himself suppoaedly .
) corrected, and 1t 1 this we will stralghten out. - If;not, Raimondi’
- . promises to go over word by word With me thls week if it tekes: all"
day and all night, The resson I nad not asked for = descriptlon of
him was that-he hed not done the Biblilograghy as he had promlieed. .
when the other Luectano {Bilanciardl) st:2o¢ me up, snd therefore ' I ’
thought him unrekléble., It turne out that aa soon as he realized .
there wes & delay in publicsation, he took time off but when heurd /.
I was coming, he got right down to business and in faci met me with:
that in hand before ever he s&id hello, Jo we are set with him.

T My Itallan won't last me too long, tut I do understand
whet Demen saye and no doubt wlll underetand 8all the politleal o
speeches; it's the everyday thst hss me beat, but the Damen famlly .
is so glad I know some that we hove been ehettering wwey without. .-
trenslator-~in fect I slept 2t his home &nd hed dinner here; T alspo o
went downtown on my own and pleked up my mail st Anm, Expreas ang BRI
returned on wy -own. - I_ fact, I herdly feel &way from Amerles because 1B
1 3 e ey aavy + -

byge apt> ROV ESRE LS BB DO TR UL THRY TR AR KBRS aRENE Y

_ ' Db not write me here beyond Qect,S5th an T will depert far

1. niton then. NAags - et : ' ’

B AR g A S
— . . "




iz

Gept,23.l959.;

Dear Frank:

h - . T arrived in Genoz &nd Mllano yesterday and :thie mornlag
I alresdy bought my ticket for London sigee -I knew if I need ‘to . &
ve here longer it would ragulre a irip back but that otherwlse I°
‘eould haridle everything.in the: 11l deys I have glven nyself, = 7
" Therefore I would egpreciate -belng met in"London on Tuesdey,’ .
. Qctober 6th at 8 p.m, I tske the ExXpress which ledves Milano
" Mondey, Ociober 5th ai 9i59 p.m., 2nd claes, go through 'Calals, !
* and slezp on'& "eouchet” since only let elass: passengers gct ak
. 1'd1d not reaslize itnat tnhe trip is that lengihy 2 one or, Iimlgh
" heve been tezpted to go lst class. It 1e Just. aw . well howeve
. gince by the way money. 1s being spent‘Itwouldnit iest “mueh.

o The msln mseting here will be this Sunday--a whole
day sesslon where the morning iz. devoted . to M&F wiih me talking
‘and’ the afternocn is dewoted. to the.unificatlon of 2 groups.
herc--Bettaglia Comunista andé Azione Ccomunista,  In between I.. v
g2 to Florence for conference with putlisher and we'll see '
whether we:can get thet beok off the preczs by Chrlstmas, -

ST Now, on your meetings, all 1s o.k., except I'mnot .
clear as -to whether whst you propose as "an aspgregete meetlng” .
and what I had proposed an ® conference to found.a Harxist o
Humanict movement in Tnglend is one and the same thlng.- I agree;
-that what you propose ls. of fundzmental Aimportance, but I deo mot’

' ‘see pecessarily that thet would result in electlons oi & coumittee
thet woule Tirst discuss colisborstion vhile prererving autonomy.,.-
. What 1s basle, sfter a1l theee splinter groups wlth thelr misera
“Iittle mimeographed ‘sheets, 1s not yet .one more group that s
“Mproad".  Whet 1s needed is & group that knows. where it -ls golmni:
and lays the Marxilst foundstlon for 1%.
colloborate with pll other groupe it wisnee, to the . extent that. .
1e required, ete,,ete. Beforc it doee :go, on the other hand, 1t
would only-add tc the confualcn, not to the etarity, I will lea
in your nands which should précede which,. Or it may be: best to .
welt t1ll I get there, especieily neow thst I sp ‘coming 2 days.

in advence of time, ang discuss Tiret or 2ll with you ln person.-

W _ Cnce more agalinst what you cell-duplleeted Bnd we .
mimeographed typs of papers--it wiil never be resd.by the "masses'

_ and it certeinly cennct compefe with ULR . on the intellectusl leve

Tace of it., It Lie much tetier that M&F be-studled, N

accrpted as your ~psper wlth a full page of printed Fnglizh news,
reviewo, compentz, etc. than a homegrown edition., But I dao belleve;
thet if these things were declded zhesd of my comong gnd their. = N\
hecring and discusslpg with me 1t would sound ae AT you arc "giving gl
@ line? and they'd revolt agalnst "gomrinction", fo 1t 1s best. D
that we caoncentrate on the mectlngs, ond let this s2lide untll 1
arrive end we can dlgcusne at lTenezth and in deteil, -

: 1 BBy nct gect-@ chance to wrlte sgsin or much, btut -
Ih cending zome pereckagco wend elso 2 nole froo Hertley T just got -
offering ¢ roocm--gpEa’n T'11 put 1t in your handeg, except I append .
& thank you which you hand him, Only one thin=, must be underatood
gnd thet lc thet I murt heve & voom to myself eince there will be
& grent desl of work &epeschifying-~T herdly have s slngle one -
pregered in edvapce And I will therefore necd quietude, privacy,
and work, wark, work, Thc time for mertlns and tslking will be
&g much A8 pogsible--but it ocsannot be = question of “dropping 1n'
&gqaki times I, u&) %Eg%“begnus& I had impresslon thaot Hurtiey's.

ARNEn Ftad Al (o







' Sept. &7, 1952

" Dear Frismdet  iu. .o

: _ The’ meg'ta.hg Just anddd. About 30 were present, _nearly ell of whomg. = -
. axcept adout 3 intellecturls, were fiorkers, renging from sewer workers to metfaiurgy,

"~ but tha skilled heTe in pay are Teally. closer to prodnetion workers in Amsrica. The

_hzlone Comwiista, I had the impression, had the younger OnNeB, with a differoht sir ]

of the Partisgus, whereas tke Battaglia Comunis ta were more - ths older ones who hed -
_bgen through tha mill anginclined %o pessipisn, Fowaver, oll did net teke thelr
"I eyee or ears away for a 2ingle second from~ge It 1n clgar how very interested hey . .
.. &re in the Amerizan warklngelass, Amprican mompment, Americen ideas that ere Harxdata.. -

' It wes good that I hed the 10 pages of eXCerpts typed in mdvance end ths

Italian friends nineographed 50 coples—aocma Wale not . present becaute it ralned ]

considerably and they arc not from Milen but. from fite many envirens and-goma hed o o
work Stndey and refusel to work would hare meant beiug fired. It was also good that . .~ -
"1 had written ont the speech 8o thet Baimondi. who knows little 1izh could trandlete -
well becmuse he already was gequeinied with all the mnin idﬁﬁe only baczune he ’
_hed seen bhen, tut because yesterday, in trapglating into If&liax for Damem, mesl—
 while had them all expended by me in person as that was a discussion in itaelf, The
‘result was Ythat I aspoke without notee whereas he both 1istened to me and resd the -
_motee.s0 that hip tranlation was accurate. (I turned out that Resaz who knows '
 better English was not there a8 he is travelling arcund; and Hunls was in Parisc
" nad anid he 20Wid not return t111 Mednesdsy, vhich shows & iype of irrsuponslbllity

. that Demen le certalnly not guilty Wf . There 1s no doubt whatsoever that ac a
.. leader, &8s a person, &l A revoluiionary he 18 the rost renponsible one and it is

- wp %o him'a little blt of Baimondi that this book will, if it will, and I think it

_wil'.i) be published in Italien.) . T i -

" Damen, in his introduction, siressed that we have much in common in the -
general Marxist theory snd i the fedl-for the spontaneity of the prolatariat. Buk 0.

“.’that he wante me to present all the points - that the. friends can see for themselvas, '
[ which includs the different views on tho role of the vengunrd party, the role’of _
/ philosophy in which he considers me an jdgalist, snd in Eumaniem in which-ihe ‘Italian: |
. proletariat has & differont experience. (It turns out that he has cn actusl program

. in hip party program opposed to Humanism, which in Italy, says he, is the excuse for -

. &11 those who have Teft the novement snd search communion with reformism, ebtc.). a
. He 8160 gtressed that the bosk will 'be publighed and is & very important contribution, -
.especi ﬂil'._y_ in ito economic partds boih of Mgrxiat theory and on siate copitalism,

- which @i fundawmbel points unite the Americen novement and the Itdian, R

... " The mesth I made, much elzborate d from the notes but 1t is omly the notes:
© that are typed cut, I am sending you under separate cover., For the present, all that.
ig iwpewtent 1s that I hed 3 conerete points in the conclusione: - (1) Just as tho -
Itelign movenent 1s showing ites int. rospensibility in publiching MEF , tho American’ -
ig andious to publish vhat the Italian friends, expecislly the workers, have to -

* say, snd that they idswes write diTecfly to News & Lettars, without going throvgh
“party chennels" ond ve will trinslate and publisi, (?) That within o year, Whel
they have studied J&F in Itelian, a conference -Snmid bo codded that le gemuinely
intarnational, andinclude the English which T am surs will resilt cut of thle voor's
work there, and @ {3) thnt tho sale and wide distribution of 14F, as woll &o that
which we consider As a mupplenent to 1t, Afro-Asian Rovolutlon pamphles t, procesd.

) algnésiﬁg of ow doing samp for internntional moverment on the irportant things they
e ghe . . . : i .

. We zet ot 10 nnd edjourned at 12:30. With transiation I took wup and how
and a hnlf, and another 15 minutes in summation. Ag you can gee, therefore, there
wha little dipcussion, However, the outstunding factn were {1) Fertichiari who ip
tha theoreticinn for tha ather group 414 say that, while 1t 1s impompsibls to ey
“ whather MAF 13 Mthe" thevrptlcal foundation since the Itnlinn experimuce i = B
differsnt than the others, but they "accopt it ‘an the Amerécan contributicon,! 9447
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for ragrot'g_ment. &:J.t.hough Le d.oes not foragee s new Int. in thg naar “futerg, e
Bertainly must constantly prepare and it le good we have prepared.. (2} the T nth:
in wbhom I 8 Dost intergeted-—from one of the small industrisl towns aroumd’ and vho
" ate up eveything I srid alihough they widerstood ne Englishe—replied %0 s. d.ireat i
. ‘quastion from me as %o .why. they ware not participating in the:discusnion. . MThgt o w
American. workis movement is ons of thg meet importent in the. world. -1t is. this we'
. camg to hee'.r.  You presegntad so many naw 1&gt we mu.st d.igeat then- first. AlBo . L
ve: wil) ntud;f tho. smeormts, and Aesis fér thy bock, mvd thon verhapa will write you.
 (3): The 2=3 vho doninated most of the dipcuasi on, whils they speni their t:lme on i
" the need for a party, and that for the Italiama movenent no quasticn ia ‘mord 1mp0rtﬂnt
- end -that the AZrigrican axperignces are "Amgricen; did hove ‘to admit, efter-my: Bummatian,
: the.t it ia not bacause they mean® 4t s anly Kievicown, that they reallze I ume -
" Hunaniem. in a Marxis$ way and have brought it to Eungary and Afrc-Aelan revolut ions, -

<. bui ‘gtild thay dicecres, but, againk, waat to ‘emphanize the impariance of thy:

theoratic ag- '-'all an practical work wo hn.ve done, and thanked ma for the p'.'aaence, etc.‘- !

- : It was 1nteresting, inc.r.denta.ly, that the cnly time I mﬁtevrupugd. in th.a
-apeech-»—-tho first few minutes when I speak about the few here & compared Lo tha

2 million in CP show us ouvr pr:‘blem, was & remark by Portichisrri that "but those
few nre very good, end we have others who d1d not: come becauss of worlk, ‘btub they -
tco ere of the tept.". I aog¥eef trer were oFf tho Test, "ihe Yooy bast,V  but’ reallty-
wond botality of erisiy. 9aly amphasiza tha tngk, The ﬂ'w" thgrofore that thay
are vauguard or, as they put it oven wmors wraclmsly, "aucleus of va.nguard“ ia 0
'important far their norals ng for other tnings.

: R Tho concrete mo‘-i 8 vere accevt ed and we w:tll aee whethg. we acwa.‘.lly :
_'_do ‘begin reciveing such-fpnctery storlas.”™ OFf course 1 hope others wlll be 8ble Lo .
translat.--all you are. ing Itllen N B.,-—I undarstcoed the pali‘bical P peches .

.. aasiiy’ enough and ' there wae no. 438 necessity. to tranelate, dut I do not know how = .
__factorr steries aouml, or wheth.er they are even aware of importan(ﬁ gans ”:lnterprew
tation. Lo

) A."t th.s monant vahinﬁ retm'ns to the trannlation a:n:l methar We Are .
- ab].e to ree. the publisher to.go. through with publica,tion q;spitg “Kbrushg:hev- T
--fiagnhower peace" qnd"nusnian d.emocratization.“l - T

: Do try to mke capy of a:!.l 3 speaches for Italy 1 hava aent Tut mea.nvhila '
) ;}ust gend out this letter for I mads only one copy &nd since I’ wvioh this t.’unc to’
_ s.nd to rw ra.thar tha.n Eaﬂﬂia even’ Bha doee not hav'a ] CADY. - i :

: we have mde a. beginning in 'bringing Marxiss Hl.manism on tha contsmpurnry

and, if I may be forgriven "naticmal" Itelian mcens, Once tie book is publighed
. ‘there 18 no doubt thers will be the theorstlcal foundation we loy as the Very center
- for no ona alse is doi..g anything aerious thaoreticnlly, although in action am'l othera’
'thqy areg tops.

Y urn.
Roe




REE {ccpy to Bess) ' e
> oct.1,1959
pear olgas” -

vou.will hsve to forgive me-—yesterday 1 wrote Johnito '

tell you: I would hsve & T¥ snd/or edlitorizl on Khrushehev, btut
I.no sconer wrote it then the work on checking trsnslstion, &1L
over agaln and I heve besn a8t 1t around the ¢lock and tomorrow : .
at 5 s.m. we are Tinally off to "Florence for -a snowdown  with the.
- publisher, Undér the clrecuvmstences, the kest I ean.do 1sto 8kip:
.“the’ TW and have you. use.an old one, although’the one I intended:
Was ‘gulte lmporisnt «s thelr latest lournal shows how 'Russid is’
“worked (up about zbolitlion between mentsal snd mancal snd perverL 1
+¢ mean: {hdld your seets)--—the abollitiion of “those'ioba ‘that are
belng elimincted 'ty Automstion! But- this latest morsel from "
their theoretical jJournsl will need awalt.a 1ittle more lelsure
on my tixe and I'll think-instead of Nov,lssue. S
_ But I do think it 1s important to have things on.:
Khrushchev-Elsenhover for ¥e. cannot go press Jjust on--natlionsl
1asues when, what happened Xkexe &t Camp rcavid threw off the
‘front pages of &1l of Turope any other news, S0, for what the .
RER can make out ol 1t, here &re the notes I woulid-have used for
' wn editorial or other well-plsyed up artlele thet womld have . -
pegun. &8 thé 3rd ‘artlicle on p.1l: T : e S

‘fhe show 1s over, The unprecedented TV, rsdio, preés-covefsge”;guﬁ
to the point of Wnite House interference wlin &ny local politielans

that thought this would ke & good time to scopp the news wWith .some
_byplsey-had ‘recseded,first, into the stiline:s of Gamp DEVid where

'secretf;grEEments”bétweén'such'two-greet-warlordq pleEying. 5t peace -

a5 ‘Elsenhowsr-¥hrushchev vould not be open to ¥588 medla coversge;

- 'and, secondly, where the whole circus tent was. taken down,. 1

A1l the official communigue tells us AiImmxx csrrieg elmost as. - -

.. frigté an a&lr as before the well &und over well-publleized thaw,

. Nothing but "clzrification' of .the two opposing pesitions  seems
“to have been achleved on the ‘questton.theat brought about the '
erigls %B he first plece: Beriin. Eut 'thet is only Lecsuse . .
‘énotherf mwore sinlster then the one put on on TV}, hee td be. .
put ‘on Tor the benelit of -itne indepsnience of "apliles", €specislly
West Germany., ' The msin reason for Khruschev concoctling the 7"

Berlin crlsis--trade with Americs—-plsu seens to te played - in &

. low .- key wnere first 1t will te given to experis to gee whatl
Fussla will pay for 1lis Lend-"esege dekt. And, finally, snother
ohew, this time for Eisenhower hes bteen put off till 3pring, wlth -
the homey s £ g.the part of Ehrushehev thet 1t would- be
essler rgr E;ﬁaﬁggﬁ ghiléren 65 accompery hlim, ' '

“But sll there are sppesrsnces, Of course the Eerlln'drislé coulad

not be "resplved" becsuse the two contenders for warld power heve - .

. no intentlon whatever to do snything tut prepsre for tnc: holocaust
of World Wur III. But meenwhlile—-while that misaile becomes so -

operatlonala.that each s sure 1t 18 "the other" mexeixyx thet. -

will be annihiisted ln the strusgle for world dominztlon—-we :
will have'pesue’--ené trade, For the blggest vietory wes for thsat:
pert of Elg Eusineus which wienes to de huelnens with Russla,
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ANL THIS GCNTAINS THE GREATEST OF. ALL THREATS TO THE AMERICAN
WORKINGCLASS FOR THE SIMPLE REASCH THAT AT THE BASE OF THIS
DOING BUSINESS WITH KHRUSHCHEV I3 THE PRESSURE TO.DC A3 -
- EHRUSHOHEV DOES. 70 HIS WORKFRS. LET US NOT FORGET. THAT *THE
- BIGGEST MINBULT" 'TO ZISENHOWER CAME NOT FROM A "FOREIGHER" _
" BUT FROM .HI3 GOLF PLAYMATES##BIG- INDUSTRY, bPECIPICAdLI STEEL.
“Here was the President of the United Ststes, the most .- powerful
" slngle ruler in“the, vhole world, .wishiug to show ©ff ‘the steel
industry .to:the-most potent rivai Huss*a -ané wiliing- to invoke.
the Taft-Hartle At (which no dount ‘he'1l soon-do “for the naﬁional
interest” when the Industry. is resdy) to get thé workers: back. . -
.- to-industry, -and steesl” industry does not fecel it hag yet sucﬂeeded
“-in cempelling submls sion on. the pert of 'Ltas WOrxerJ,_ano therefo :
“says,"NO!" The "No" was loud and eclear and- insulting; but Elseni
chose to obey. 1t .becsuse that Is exactly hie capltallistic menta‘ln;
_--the Amerlcan workecrs must be chalned to the machingé and - -factory:
menagement, burdened by unbesrsble taxes for sdded diseclpline, and’
"to gssure fo Lnflationary trends', and deorived of its elementar
rights- of strike with “ny teeth in lt e

It 1s good to return to these class fundumentalq for uhey u*]l
~also 1lluminate %he other side of stste cepitalist wWorld--Russla--
and ‘see that we do not forget that ﬂhrushch”v came here NOT because
21) was well at home, BUT BECAUSE IT WASN'T. 1IF the Rusklan
vorkers had meekly accepted the Khrushehev 7 Yesr Plsn with its
lmpossitle goals of etretch in labvor productivity and not been
Angenlious in lt= alowdown, Russild would have achleved what 1t
wants to lndLutry-hise. and .- not come tcgsing for trade with the‘
-country -1t ls gsupposediy well on the wey te "surpsgsing". IF the" "
Ruesian pesaantrj were as eager. to obey guotsas- and overreach them,
and hsd not been ‘ngsnious In its 'rests tance, Rucsis with its. .z

: reaches for the moon would not heve been 80 DrEkxxxd’ technclogics 1
backwerd 1n its ‘sgriculture, that 1t hed to have its. Number L.

"Men go to prslsé Iows corn and Mirwest cettle snd est hotdogs xn

. b@mxx =ssns. vodks; to boot.. IF the Ru:slan yontn were not-so: restive
and *rustr&usc at this new soclety that wes premlzed ther for 30 :
‘deckdes now tut 1s yet to be seen, then Khrushchev might have -
‘&ddrecsed himsell to them. 1nﬂteeﬁ of to his best frienén--thcn
_American capitaliqt class.'

And Khruschev 1sn't ’1m1*ina his peace overturF ta Amerlca--

he has &n sdvantsge none of the otier cagltsilst rulers hsve,—-

and. that 1s thet he 1e.travelllng under the usurpsd banner of .
Marxism, although Communist totslitarlanism is the cpposite of:

that grezt banner of liberation., Indeed,. the stupldities of the.
State Lepurtment 1s nowhere seen so clnar;y as in the fact that

they thought thelr ilmege of socia;lsm %ith horns would keep the
Azerlcan mesaes "in pluce", "It is clear, instesd, that they heve -
& very different public to dezl with Dazmirexxhruxx after Fhruthchev
vislt than vefore for that 'masrter showmen Khrushchev, not wE
because his hends or¢ bloody WHICH THEY ARE, but because he has
usurped the hanner of Warxism end knows how.to expese Fthe other”
capltalists' werrongering so that the grest desire for peace

on the part of the peoples gsesms snewered,

hB usual. Rusaisn Communiom cxwoerﬂ its hpnrs not where 1t merely
sapeaks but where 1t Bctu--whether that be ageinst its own
proletsrian or euuarrsnlng the Hungarien Revolutlon againrt .
Rusesilan imperielitsm.  Presently, the period of poace Rusels desires: |
1l so urgent for it that the ccmmuniﬁts throuuhaut the world
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hsve very- nearly forgotten about ‘the claus st“ugrle 1n :q"" :
country, lneludline. the colonlnl world, ~ Thus M, Leon’ ~e¢1x, the
French Communist leacﬂr hes Just published ' a long statement

"in thelr cfficial organ, Hupenite, to the effect that the:
Algerian résistance mOVFment 1 a "resgonsible bOGy"'mnd would
not-fletly rejsct the offer "@s Genérsl de Géulle hoped ' mne
ERREREXXEkpxEARix last phrase is the meek &tt empt-to pretend thut
they are not 4qulte ilke &1l the other betrayers of ‘the = i
.¢oloniel movementa of liberation when. thHey démend .they: csoitnlate
"to DeGsulle teceuse, allégedly, sltkhough - Gaulle offered the
plan, he really "haped" 1t would bc rerused‘

No, from- Unlted Stetea to Algeria, from Chin‘ to Germsny, from

- FrAance . to South Afriea, EXIxRUREXEXEIXX the ofe theme Russis”

ig playlnﬂ now is "pesce”, Tven its reaching. tnc moon is plsyed

- down for "peace" as If all along what they aren't teating is.

the thrusts, not into EpAERXEX sclentiflec space exploration, but
into the most destructlve wsr wespons hurtliuz ecrcss -cééntinents.
to threaten the very existence of wankind, - And the people gre
. Just sopposed to sit with folded srms, peacefully forget their -
clsss strugmle, and ke drowned in *ncectuous Illuslions nf peace,j

But, just as the steel workers have refused to te- cowad although
thelr stomachs are gettingz pretiy empty, Just as workers, Ame*ioan
Znd Europesn and Africsn, do not sepsrate this fight for bread
from that for freedom, 8o these h_jpoci‘iteq of state- capltaLls‘
leaders on both ‘sidee of the Atlantle wlll flwst/ESﬁTront their
real protsgonists--the worksrs 1n their own eountry, Until that’
question-1s settled, none others are ‘because 51l the others only:

- DEeEn various neWw nsmes for the same olad explnit tive societv

91“%,,.,‘“"“ 2524 EEHe"'Sr"‘é%p‘é‘& Erafffoves thoog.E8y “1?1‘ “th“ g

'of workinv ‘over angd simplificeation since I havo not so much as;

- had - notes before me but typed direeily Lo typewriter,

Mranwhile, ‘I assume FW hae wrltten/@gat McShene hes glven- wcr-iif
misslon for his statemwent on M&F to be published under his own-

“neme, o be sure to inelude thet. in N&L. Do.not howsver, use *

any of the quotes I hsve given of the Italisn meeting, Iﬂ faet
I believe 11 .18 best not to use eny from any reports . I make
until after my return,

Trust the contactlng 1s colng on well--T would 1ike to herr who .
comes 1o meetlngs, ete,  There s nothing 1like us anywhere in-
"the vorld, but .1t is in_ Am(rlca thit we muzt 2rove it through
gZrowth, Greetlngs to aft, : .
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-:peoplo) muat be ‘spoken’ to since; both ey ;ndlvldual f:
“meétinga-in trade unioen: branches snd as pcople Txxxhw -
8till-heve fﬂith in *hem.k s

: g ) However, ‘ ,
45 you'for ‘it s mot: ofter I ‘do have. good news ' to’ report
it 'comes: to finances; “Welli, today I Aa.have, 17‘11“5'(. the" publlﬁh
Bi come across-with $119 royslties (I shculd have threatened: ‘
Clauit ‘before).. and I'm’ sending this éirectily 'to the bank .and check
‘Térit to KEWS & LETTERS so we can - pay for October-issue in good :
part Also I zothe 10: pounds from one university and an invitstim
to, speak paldat another,; so I am" writing to Inez to Bstep. sending
‘me the- chairman 8 fund dnd turn that bBack into ~N&L, THe third-
plece of good nmews 18 bestyet,butthis money Icannet yet turn
“over until we are sure of ITtzlian’ editlion, but surely part of -
RERREE ¢ 811715 -well by -Demcember I wlll be sblp to do so, @nd ‘that -
13 that JB. has sent me 23200, S Co

B

I'm sorrv 'I keep soundlng sorpfiuming confusing
when itcomes to ‘Plopug; what ls=n 't due to my . tlring schedule
~1s”due to whether Bess can be there; znd what isn't due to
Syour: end is. the Tect that I chsnged ny m‘nu on questlon of cpen.
'"-meetirg {I mesn public and separate) on my return. Therefore
nere 13 ts way:' 1t stundss
Plan a plenum weciend of 24th or. l-ter
1f you can! t maké 1t with Besg, Thst 1s in November,
- The evening sesslen of thet first day
e will be my - European report—-as psrt and psarcel ol ‘org,, and
therefore 2lthough all are invited znd we better begln golng
‘ont noshd neeer'give up untll dgy of slenum, s=nd no  one
absolutplxﬂ“o one, is ﬂréuauJ‘frOuazmtng With ohhnara Lo
. ' ‘a pl_\ 1‘!""‘ .
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“Gopy - o Oot. 20, 1959

IO NEWS & LETTERS COMMITTEES:

Dear Frinnds H

I lhe 2 public meetlnga in Scotland wsre 80 ertra.ordina.r
‘that the'friend who arranged them, { MeShene, szid: "This 1a tha L
+urning point for us." Here is @hys 1} For -the firat tizeln a decade
‘21l shedes of radical-view was repreaented, even dissident’ Gommunista: :

- thet was at the Sat. mesting, 2) It was direcily afier Labor Party -

. defaot whan. tco many were bewsllilng the favy that that defeal mesna .
Mpaekward step™ whereas tha neetings revaad.ed that what the worl:ers '

-yanted was soxething far greater 'I'.h.an B Peotete~they wanted a full

£lag unfurled for a t ¥y new soclal - sidere: 3) the arrangerents ‘were . ¥

made by that one man—-J'll explain why later--and with no advertlsement:.

" 3ust word of mouth~=whieh shows hovw Yery well rooted in the lebor meveme 7 i

MeShane lecm-and yet one day after the other, with a downpm.r of rain .
4thet wonuld have kept. all but the hardiest souls at home, 40 showed up:
for the first weeting on Sat, aud between 75~100 to the 2nd on Sundqy, '
‘so that all present agreed thsi with any sort of preparation and. '
sdvertisaement, they could have a genuine mass meeting, which, asa;.na. .
hasn't been had in years. _ . _
e Ha.rry Ke8hene 1ls 2 wman who ha.s baen in the worl:lngclaas
movement and getive in every bhattle from genersl strike to antl-war ]
- all the way from end of WWI when he was a ied t1ll pow. & few years agc "
) _ha broke wilth the CP.gnd the ediltor's Jcb he held and returned. to the
"production 1ine™ in the shipyards where he stlill ig-~he 18C8.
‘would be hierd to-flnd & man half hie years with t.ha.t. en.ergy, devotion
to the proletaria.n clasuy and HMarxist .'|.dea.s. ; '

o ; The loas.l Trodes Gouncil in Glesgow to. which he bel&nga-- '
. and the other Z lcecals to which 2 of ‘the other 3 wilth him belong-—are o
very differsnt from the buresucratized trades urion you know.ln the- Stat

- ~ pltho when it comes to the natlional hodies there is no differencoe from

the buresucracies all over the world. But in the losal 2 of the latast
avents they dld are outstandings 1) After the Ruasians auppresaed .
the Hungarian Revoiution, they not merely got one resolutlon paased.
Teondemning, but ihe spans- resolution salds orly hope 1g rank and flle
relationship between umiors across borders 13 cof the Jossence, and those
rather than the int. bodlaes of elther "Saat™ or"West" whould meet each
_other,. 2} He found a tombstone in a cemetery which.had testifled to
the fast-that 3 waaversa hsd besn shot down in the first recorded clasa
strugple in Glasgow--1787=--2 years belfore the French xRsvclutlon, more -
yeara before theré were any organlzed tradea unione, muech less.vworklng
claas political partles. He godt the tradesa ocouncll to agres to flnd
out all the facts and begin writing thelr own, worklngelans history,
and he was agsigned to do the Job. (Unﬂer separate cover I am sending
you the pamphlet.) I'm aure 'I needn't tell vou how much dlgging has
40 be done to £ind the truth--Just try to Tind out about the local
commritteesn of correspondence before the American
Revelutlion--and you will sec--ond thila rezealed that in that onrly fan.r
of the indusirisl raveolution no less than 7,000 woavars had amanssed :
to protest wage cut, military had shot 1nto)tham, ¥1lling net 3, but 6,
80 to the Cnlion Wavers Memerisl, 1787, tha workers of Bgotlend hsd
rededicnted themselves in 1957, with pamphlet, satona, and knovwledge of
their own uneinteorrupted struggles lor freodom, whioh bagl 'in V787,
_ had deplarsd the weavers! right "to exoreoise their Anherent righi to
.. choose, or refuse, to hava thelir- ears. ‘borad to the door-posts of thair
oppreuuors. "
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- Now then Harry HeShane had this trodes ccuncll announce that
I would be in town, speaiting on MARXISH AND FREEDOM, and the 100 on
Sunday came from that body and other workers. But on the day before,
Saturday, he had not done axnythling because some petiy bourgeols inteliect
—=lniversitles & laft Revliew ls now merging with New Ressoner, both to e
called The Hew Left——thought -they?’d wish to cponsor me, especinlly sincad’

I was "respectobly® only speaking-at Departments. of Fhilosophy in sone
‘unilversltidz. However, afier much debating tack end forth whether the
"new Left" ecoculd- start right off the bat spomsoring r Merxist Hunanietp . -
- they decided Xof only Harry McShane didn't lmow. sbout 1t till the lagt daye.
. "Wot only that, when he brought me to the-filends around thls. group with
whom: I was 4o staey, (a hone of a son of a Hember of Parlliament, Lebor, -
incidentally!) we Secmlile found the deep despalr in their ranks for
~they hed told.me that their locsl of Labor Pariy Fhlck on paper has

. hundreds, has only 12 attsnding meetings, .and only & active, co she
hardly thought many would come to Harxlem; anyway a room 2t a hotel wasa

" gotton seating 12-15 whereupon over 40 showed up. The lipportant point
abeut that is that people wersn't anslous to strees where they come from,
although they stated 1t. = (Present too was the deughter of John Holean

‘which is the name which, up until his death in 1923 and even now, stanis S

for theé one who got hils Soelzlist Party in World War I when the .whol
2nd International collapsed, to vote against imperialist wars:) :

I ‘spoke on Marxist Humenism from 1844 through Hungarién Ravblﬁtioniiﬂ

of 1956, with & good deal of time on the contribution of the American
‘Minexrs in thelr 1942—50 atrike to the gquestion of "What kind of labor .
should man perform?® At the end HoLesn's dasmsm el e i

Moo e T L e s

deughter began to sey thot oince the days of her father she ‘had heard .’
ngﬁne

nothing like it Mge Marxiem," ete. ete. I gave out Newe & Letters
.and sold 6 pamphlets and 2 Harxism & Freedom. : : -

o The followlng day I concentrated on State Capltaliem for that
1f the' one analysis they still don't know mucih about, although -~
averyone fights the eppearances and brutel results of Russlan state
capitalism, such as suppression of Hungerian Revolutlon, - Somchow it is
. hexd to loosen here what in 1917 Ramsslan was a workers' state. -

m -vun YRy

.The su rprising attendance at this meetlng was the entire
Trotakylst youth~—6——and truly teensge and aleri--vho were no lmpreessed
they began to apologize for their Trotskylsm “After all we were in.
the Labor Party youth s&nd they had nothing for us; we were golng to _
leave when the Trotskylist began to unfold thelr militaney." In any coee,
‘to everydne's surprice, they didn't wish to leave at all and since I S
had to ecatch a train directly after meeting they grabbed my bags and
‘begin to carry them, and before we knew it something like 25 cume with
un to see me off on the train. "We could have bad hundreds and hundreds .
at your meetings" everyone bevwalled. _ '

Between these 2 public meetings which have really aot a basls
for NoShane and a theoretical interest by workers no one credited then
with bafore, I met with MeShone and the 3 eround hlmm to analyze the
meetings and draw concluaions for collaeboratlon--asud of course thlc is
the key to 2ll I do here--and the followlng concretc mctifna vere tasaed
wﬁfch I fael sure you will all greats .

1) Until such tlme ap the Britlsh friends can publish paper
“of thelr own, they will zupply a full Britlsh page in NEWS & LETTERS.
I that 1s page 3, they can put that as page 1 when 1t 1s s0ld here.
Wo will begin with December lasus. - : '
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i : . 2) They wieh to ba pa.r't. of sny: Int. Informu.tion Burea.u vh.tch
ahould base  1tsel? on opposing both world caplials-—Rugeia and: Amerion
ﬂ.gnting for world oonqueat--a.nd tne unfoldmen‘b of HAB}CEST HL'I{ANISH.

B 3) On the questlon of state’ capita.llsm and the other =
v 'fund.a.mental polnts In MARXISH & FREEDOM, they will now: ‘begir. the
- systematie study thereof. Of course I inacribed a. book t.o th.em, but

'.zthey 1-111 undertake ae.les of BER at- onse- = ‘

TR S ) Tbay 'will continue a mimczographed sheet ﬁhcy hava baen
.puttlng out "The Few Commune" (sant to you separately) for.

- supplaiten tary news in Scotland, and collaborate with' FaWe in London

-7 whethey es part of us or any 1arger group that may result hare whe e.im'
1:1 the sa.me dir-eation. - .

As yot. knnw Trom m§” reports "rom Leed.s. the L...bor youth. t.hera
.'brousht out - 150 'and the .dlaocussion was 1ively enough, hut all of the

- previous meetings outalde Seotland were more or less on the soale-in:

-~ the Btates wher I spesk to universities; there 1m. no- way %o concretize
- a&nd- 'br.i.ng it. to an organizationnl conclus!.on. Glasgow, . on the other:
“hadn, and I am sure: 11: wlll be 'so also in London when fAnally I h.q\re

- f.'iniahed the. "general® talks, are Mmist Humanists, 80 that wo are:’

. eatabllahing world foundauionn
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2_ To tne R:E (copy to beas) S OCt12?,1953

Dear erenda-%l
g Theahectlc.pace 13 finally catching up with:m
rapnd: I ‘do’ not ‘feel very-welli: hence the ‘report- witl be? er
‘brief. - Moreover I. ‘must’ catch a tralo- to Manchester wheke—I
“speak.to night * Bince fney were so anxicus to have:.me tha
‘wheén':they:found I colilénot’ ﬁade an. aft=rnoon lecture;, ¥
‘arranged one. for the vening ~and it séems’ I'w" competlng ‘with
% Mendes-France whc 1s: there the: same: evening. I cannot. ,renege
‘Nor-willl I bte able to tomorrow wben I speaktoAfrican Forun
“and then comes  the finsl” ni:ht of summation wWitn the few’
‘,friends,'after whlch I em off to Paris where the 3= day54might
?-be eaeier on me. sinbp the meetivns are only wltb 1ndividuals.

AR 250 1last night showed up ‘at’ the ULR--a g od crowd
“,oP course. but 20 mixed ln attltudes--the/§EUEAPkre moving
L away  fTrow: Msrxism., st lesst "in this gsrbtled version ol: 1t
then every tendency 1s present and. teke tipe” 1n dlscusslon
. and “help make Narxism ‘appear mechanical etc, However,_some'
oworkers. followed he- here from_ the- trades union ‘branch’:and- I
o :belleveé 1t 18 the first time- that group ever’ ‘had any - workersn.»
T 4n:its audlence.. The lsadershlp—-and they eresd worse elite’
_" than those of the vanguard- parties—--slmost. boycotted the; meeto
. ing and the one edltor that did show up walked out- after ‘2akli
.a‘question,in This’ ‘Bave:me a wonderful opportunity- in- summation-
.. to XXX attack them without gloves and ask the, secrctaries
Sl te’tske it:down: 1)Thet they compleined why I.wes so "anti;
. ‘Rusgsian™, ‘but the: type of ‘guestion they asked . showed -how: very
‘nece:sary’ "1t wasnot only -beceuse they-.are :falling into -thel.CP’
; :trap, but: becaune, desplte belng 1ntellectuals, they read-pot": -
L Marx obutiwhets R, Folome Dutte says Merx says,: with' the Tesult . .
' thatvthat: editor (Taylor) presented a.vulgar matérialilst: aaalnst
" 'whom. it was.eaBy to argue,. 2)That he ned not even read Y
pamohlet 80 his concern thnt since countrics were nninduatrial B
lzed in Africa, “I.would not be- "Interested"--and I' read: outi: "~
. . the peragreph "A pecple mature ‘enough to fight for. its rreedom
. As'mature enough to take destiny into its. own hands, . " )Finsllv
*‘for Humenlsts'es they call. themaelves, not cne word was ‘mentilone
by them , now-thet I plaved Harxist KEY manism es. the on1J 20th'
¢l humanism,” One of the zsslatents csme up, -es did many RS
“others, seying that I 'wes "brilllent" and Mif I hzd been-1ln -
. .@peech as- I was. in summstlon,"thev would have been for me,:
P My reply wee: I never wouldhave mpde the summatlon as. the:
v speech because your eporovel wculd- have meesnt nothlng. you
wouldn't have undevatood it if you had not rirst been’ Fompelled
to. undératand. Conmunism. as sState~cepltellsm and as the' thlng
“that ‘keeps you 1upr;soned (Incidentally the literature’ .
table was anory becsuse our stuff sold better then’ thelra--
1 I hed hod a ddzen M&F, they would easlly have: teen sold
but_I_only had 1, 12 paophi&ts and abcut 20 papers, gnd_~
names ‘and addrenses ol those who uantrd to hear. more pﬂd be.'”
rput oy malling list, ete,ete,)

: OnLv 2 other peetings will I doncrloe hore or the
--;Lo':don "rou,) bccaurc_ of my nced to ‘m*‘r:," Elrat and Eé\g




o . "27 AT 9468
'ﬂ;uyoruanu--uhc uulk'uc;u;e'thc_traéeﬂ Ln*ch'b“nnch. Thny werp
‘palnters--55 of theéem, which is about a2 1/3rd of that locel's:

mumbership, and I belleve one. of the finest turncuts theyr ‘aver

S hed. " It is the. only ‘plece thst was. interested.in hearlng of’

" the Ameriuan workers, and ‘it is-on that’ that I spoke [ . The i}
“questlons on’ Au*omatlon,_wblch they are- not yet ccnfronted with,
‘showed . thkey bellcve the American workers' ‘attitude, and.not’ ‘those
ol enstneers ‘and “labor turecsuer-ts. that Automation will™ brlns'"
‘the' millincum.j The enti-lzbor 1aws weethe next -polnt.:ef fLer-theos
‘of wages and concitloneo‘ labor, - -When I ‘Bot toey ‘bregk: ddwn’ that
‘$3.2) an hour for "lowest” steel workers into. the deys tnpy'work
the. Hrice, ete; - thoy were qulte convinced 1L there ‘&8 any:'goldx
on:'the streets .of Americe, "1tis’ not where:any: workers 1live
Butmost important el a2ll ‘was.the interest--in NEWS- & LF“”“Rb_
the 'wish-to get it regularly (They not only srabbed upall-th
~‘eopleg there, but voted -te make.a dcnution 4o Nals atnext. meeting-
Y they wer€ an hour late. iu ad journing, theére was go muh” internst)
“-and-they really do *ntend to wr*te for the Er*tiah paze--I & Aure
of that : : . O : _ R
: © - I'1i deszerite :

e . The other meeting/(l "lesve out . the one fcr the Pablc*te
~of all things) these wlth Nichecl Kldron. altho "1tls not- wlthout
1ts’ 1mportance. and those for "aAdvance” and. -z Tew cuhe s) 18 the
~Bor the ILP, which has long been desd on lts feet. ~This branch
‘generally has about 6-10, Hesrly 60 showsd up to this cne;’ and .
© sinece there weren’ 't any sests stood the whole 2 ‘hours,” The-
i.stupldities of thzt leadership 1s seen by the -fact that whlle he’
anowed -his surprise’ and sald ne hsd never seen =20 many before, he

gtill attributed it to "the advareed" people who would "educate"

“the workers, ‘So-hereitoo I said I was aupreclatlve of. the platform
* they gave me.=5tc. but I° must telke time out to criticize thetr,f“
.“lepflet at electlon time, for 1t surely does notw qurprlse ‘me " they
- 'got ‘only 168 votes, ” It socunded 1ike & Stalinist front! 0f course:
" they are breave EPd are zgainst vapitells,, thelr caoitalism. ‘That.
“used to be sufficlent. . Lut now you must aisc say. wnere you’ “stand"
‘ip s . world divided ketween two world maBses, of cspital—-America'-~“

" &né Ruasia, ané when all the slogans just heppen to parrot btal*hiéf

-1line and not’.a word a?sinst Ruselu, why should s EBritish worker .
~not think 1t is put up by nussia,.tney toc are amalnst British
sscapltalism.. ; . . L

| " The: discus°1on was very 1ive1v, especlally on'tne

'part .of the youtli; ILP has none so thosze who-cage dld-not come

. for "ILP but for M&F aswas’ indeed seen by the friends I made.
:afterward(l) There 15 a possikbility now of o German . editlon;.: -
“one person there who i1s German ls willing teo become 1iterary. agnnt‘

. for it end try. He is enthusliastle and thinks it could come out in

a paper editlon and thus te smuggled. in your coat pocket to East :
‘Germany?! I dere . not te that optimistie, but it iz the first chance
ever opening up: rot 2 slnsle group.cn the interastlonsl scene hes:
connections in Germany. 2)Another youth who 1= connectcd wlth
“Nuclear Disarmament con@ & sort ofl cowmbinetion of psciflem and.
" direct sctlonlism is 1interested encugh to have followed me around
ever since end will come ‘to the meetling FW-la calling of the few
“around hlm . to sum up the stay and seewhst can be d:us when I leove, -

I musty end abruptly--scrry--gerhaos I"l sve n ehence Lo contloue ™
when i- rcturn fl'").D Yononeater, “"“! - R - : :




Cetober 50,1959

_;.Té;thg'REﬁ (Copy to mess; i, mcShane). N
' Dear yriends:. . . ST R IR
G T will limit myself to the description only of the
un meeting and the finsl one wiih the close ones becius
L'm taking for granted that rrank will write the ‘suumation of . my
Buropean tour up.: - - e T RS R T :
Sy e The. Africa Forwn was oo mass meeting like UIK, bu
it was. the most exciting and, cutside of theqtradesyuglonfloga .
the most proletarian and useful.. ‘There were avout 25, half ol

Pl

‘ijﬁfrica"Fop

P

.. and half white, the half bhat were Afrricians oy far the' moat

important. . The 6 +that aregthe,eXecutivgﬂareﬁeviqentlx;divided

~ betweenr. wnigeria- and ‘Ghana, and the. 3 Ghanians- are divided by 2

... being non-eritical and one’ very critical-of uicrumsh. -4ll were. a’’
.bit wery before they iavited me--in fact they had told ¥rapk befo

- -meeting me they didngt tiink.they conld arranse a meeting for me
“but after one met me, they went aloag-with iive Even 'soy on the’ ;
very eve they still were cOncérnedithat'a-whitetsnouldjbe,cpitiqafﬁ

* of the leadership. of the African revolution and, as you know; 'the

- title they gave the lecture was "Ameracans:of african’ véscent.i:
’ v L began my talk by say

S Wés'gladfas'ﬁb fhe;ﬁi

f:bécausefit'thén'allOws me 4o spesk of the ancrican wegro.and o

"~ the african ReVolution. while the speeci was 60 @ on - smcu2ricaand
- 40% on Africa, ‘the discussion was after all almOSt;completely3 ]

- -Africa, so-that my summation followed that line too, and we erde
Dy being ‘in +the mostffraternal-relations-possib;et“amo'bé%precis_
“l)lhey want to be salesmen both for R, siealy ond African pamphi

s2)rhey waont us to write for their Journal, african ugtloslk,.and

S will) wriite for nEWES 22 IETTERS R R R =

;"5)Théy,vqtedlaiso-to try ﬁQ'issue-as'pamphlet'With‘Ddth‘my,;ﬂ

..on wgvid walker «a.little note Dy themselves, reproducing Davidg. oo
Halker's Appeal. (Com. mcShane; please note: tind: out printing. -

Scosts ‘of ‘a. -pp pamphlet and d:qus;.Umubo,—_E.nortonynQuSe, :

.-london, ‘S.W,9 rates on it, saying [ aslkedyou'to do so.).. - -
4)¥inally they want zll and. every thHing L ever vrote oniiegro: i

~'question, -and- of course also wish to hear from ¢D as editor of wel .

S ot s they certainly didn't expect to like a.white that much
-and-the :first thing the following morning I sot a call frém them . :x
;88 to. how ‘very pleased they were to have gives me the forum,"leavna
. 80 much- and made such a goud friend." g B S S
e s o oo woW Ll will skip to the group here. b is of: course . .
“ ‘magnificent and everyocne from friends to encries (the little radical
g sroups including V1iff who were. just bucaing up with Jealousy that::
~he-wagable to secure s6 many places for ne, @5p. ULR that they are-
-always after) recosnizes what 4 piece cfwork he had done in putting’

) xarxist dymenism on the Bnitish map. . Apound him are 4-6 X Iondemen:

. dn my various talks, 1 was able to pick up people who "had ‘followed |
me around from meeting to meeting emcluding vimy roung who did not . -
,appesr at this one @l doubt he'll be ary f00d - To us) and. 4. 0f these.
were present and one who is German and wants to handle verman =
‘edition, andan indian 1 believe will definitely join as wayxisty
numaiists and one from uyirect Acbvion reace uroup will collaborate.
very closely. All voted Tor work around g, wizl, and int'l.info.
burean-—-so now there is definitely a Gro. o WU 10 8% land and 1.
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N . October 30, 1959
To the REB (coples to Bess, FW, MeShane):
DearJFrienﬂs:

I will iimit myseslf to the description only of the Africa Forum

" meeting and tne final one with the close onea because I'm taking .for

"I doubt he'll be any good to us) and 4 of these vwere presend and ons

' ‘granted that Frank wlll write the summ:tion of my European tour up
i - The -APrica Forum wes no mass meeting like ULR, but it was the most
" excliting and, ocutside of the trades union loeazl, the moat proletarianii i
and ‘useful,  There were abaut 25, half black and half white, the half.'t
that ‘were Africans by far the post lmportant. - The 6 that are the exe—
“eutlve are evidently divided between Negeria and Ghana, and the.3 -
. Ghanlang are divided by. 2 being non-critieal and one very eritical of.
‘Nkrumah. ' All were a blt wary befsre  they invited me —~-. 1in fact they .
“had told Frank before meeting me they didn't think they eould airange:
a meeting for me, but after one met me, they went along with 1lit. : Even
so, on the very even they stlll were aoncerned that a white should be -
critical of the laaders ip of the African revolutlon and, as you' kuow,
~ the title they gave the lecture was "Amerdcans of Afrlcan Descent ™

_ I began my talk by saying I was glad as to the title because 1it:
then allows me tp speak of the Aamerican Negro and of the African Reveo
. lution. .While the apesech was 60% on Aferica and 404 on Africe, the

. discussion was after all almost completely on Afrlea, 80 that my " ..
- ‘summation followed that line togo, and we ended b ‘being in. the most
fraternal relatlons poasible,  To be preclisel 1) They want to'be - -

. salesmen both for M&F, N&L, and African pamphiet, 2) They want-us to.
‘wrlte for their Journal, Afrlcan Outlook, and will write for Hews and
Letters, 3) Tney voited also to try to iasue as pamphlet with both-my
TW on Davlid Walker and a 1ittle note by themselves, reproducing David
Walker's Appeal. 4) Finally they want all. and everything I.ever:wWrote
on Negro guestion, and of course alsc . wish %o hear from CD a3 edltor

- They certainly dldn't expect to like & whito. that mch and the .
first thing the following worming I zot = eall from them as. to how FBGL &
very pleazsed they were to have glven me the forum, "Jearned so much and ;:
made sucha goed friend," _ ' : : IR

el - _ RN L
‘Now- T will skip tc the group here;, TFW 18 of zourse magnlficent: and
everyone from friends to enemles {the little radiecal groups ineluding .’

g1iff who were just burning up with Jealously thet he was able to secure

B0 many places for me, esp. ULR that they are always after) reccgnizes i

what & plece of.work he had done in putilng Marxist Humaniam on the . .

British map. Around him are 4-6 E. Londenera. In my various talka;: I
~was able to plek up people who hzd followed ma around from meeting.

. to meeting {excluding Jimmy Young who did not appear at this one and '“

who 15 German and wents to handle German edition, and an Indian I bew .
Jleve will definitely join as Marxist Humanisis and one from Direck - o
Hgtion Peace Group will collaborate very alosely. All voted for work o
ground N&L, and int'l info: bursau -- A0 NOW there 15 def™nitely a ' v
group both in Scotland and 1n England =~ the rest will depend on theme ..
‘selves and consistent work, O, yes, how ceuld I have forgotten! ‘Anothe
"5 proletarian: will work on same lines although they are of "advanos"
Brouwpd - __ " Yeurs, R gagB
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'?J_«- B (copl to Besﬂ)"ff ! ‘ 1’/2/59
ear, Friends: ST .

- Todny I gaw Franoois Fejto and it
‘turps out that I had been invited (an invitatiom
that gzot lost scmewhere in Am.Express in Italy ¢
or London) to participate in a aollogquium held -
in Belglum:on Cct.25th on the Hupgarian Rev. 1
would  have besen happy to have cut one of mxy.
-mtgg (this 1s 8 Ger. typewriter so I do not know
~what keys I*1) hit) in Britain $o have attended
But the important voint is that the invitaiion
had baen extended, and that we.are known to the-
Hungarlan revolutionuries abroad, -~nd thera . is
no question thai. that 1s not ths snd, but the

" begipning of a rélationship. I do not lnow
whether X convexyio gou how int. we reallz ars
and our contributions to svery phase from -
-Hangary to Afrlcea 13 +he MHarzist contribuiion.
Sinea 1t is now. turning out thaet Peris whileh
wae to have been & "rast' is. once._ &gain mtgs,-'
I have no chancs to slatorate, but I do want
to say of. Chuliau group that ~that too ia not
1cst.

Although 1 had deoidec rot to con-

’“tact in view. of their past sctions, the "per-.
‘gonal® note ‘I dropved to.the student Bess met =
last year and the oall to Mothe Ba & worker -
has brought results, so that today I not only
met thex too and had = preliminarz understand-
ing, but Cheunlieu and octhers zre making = -
formal mtg. apd gince I had no avenings left
they begged me to change ny ticket which they
are -now trying to do 3o that I'm a day . late-

for }¥ilan but I think it is most important
-‘because sursly if there has been o change, as I
believe there has been, it is importan+ that -
this ¥ey eountry in W2 be not omitted Trom
ralations. '

The oousing tco are workings out
nicely as "contacts® which I likewise did not
expect, so £ll in =ll it will be = very packed
4 days plus having already taken up my time
on return boat as I promissd an article by Nov
20th., I will write to Saul separatsly to heln

P epare gsome of the research d1 gpugt he '11




