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Déaf"Munls:

It wae wonderrful once again to see your own handwriting

and know thnt you are a free man and asctive at work, I'm. 8DITY
the first note was so brief =nd I detected a note of urgency wnich
iz, of gourse, called forth by the objJective situation, but;.
unfortunately, tries to separalte that from the book as if HAEXISM
& FREEDOM were something for lelsure times to read. ~I hope “I'm o
wreng in having detected such.a note, for I am sure that you ‘do;
not underestimate theory, and feel more than any of ‘us because of "

o Spain thdat this is Andesd the age where it 1s difficult fo spparata

. theory from practice; If Lenin in 1915 had to find first of :gll
his own bearings in philosophy, then for .us who are not Lenins it is
a hundredfold more important, and we are fortunate in onhe rpspost' ‘
&nd that 13 the maturity of our age and the feeling for a philesophy
that 1s total and that answere the workera' most pressing problema
on.the future soclety as one thst would not repeat all over sgein

. thet of-dlviding revolution from what Happons afterunand thus allcw
Tor. 2 new bureaucraoy to arige. .

: - Now to ‘the quegtione you aeke& on the breskup of - .
- Johnson and Forest. I wlll treat it zas if you had not been glven- -
‘any of the documents, although Socizllsme ou Barbarle has them all _
and I will spnd _you some under separate coverd : L ?

1) on Doc.SO 1954 Gorreaoondence recolved a 1etter
addvesaed to "Johnson-Forest Group“ from Attorney Generasl's : S

" Subverslve List. - Correspondence returned the 1etter unopendd -with' :

““tha_remark; Ho such group hcre._, - o

. : 2)While that waa, trua-—Johnson—ﬁorest had noser operated

'_as ‘an. organization but only a8 p nolitical tendency, and had no%..

‘uged even that designation ever since its break from thas 3WP in: 1951—-
I bad naturally assumed that I would defend all our peclitical poasitions

-on-atate capltallsm and onh: war for I rejected none of the - fandamental
positions I had developed, although I no longer used the name. of Forest
Johnson thought quite: opoosite. -He' thought it the proper moment . to :
unloose an attacr on hias co-founder, :

. S a)for allaged‘"old politlcs“w-wanting to pwlitical 2
the organization, or _rather the 'paper, or both, . It was the tlme-of -
the. war clouds over Formoaa and -he. opposed:the anti-war positlon,

i sﬂlng the times of Lenin were gone, and that now the stewafds movement
- in ‘Epgland was so strong that all they had to do was say, No, and- thera
would be no war,. He 4ld not develop thp poaltion—-Just nhrew 1t 1nto
‘A latter. :

. b)began a serles of fantastic. Monoow—Trial type of
accueations without politics, such ns saying, I wans alck.and needed
6. months vacntlon to think 1t nll over, and leave ovarything to ﬁlm.

: . c)thnt the Europeana, not Amprioana, would derena
: Martism——urglng Loe and cthers on to acting in such a way that the o
10 days the Government allows for an answer were gone 6ince, of course,’”
it 4a impossible to begln conducting a battle with the bourgeoclsle ST
when your own organization —~-or at least 1%t: leader and cohorts; for :
the worko“s would have nothlng of all thle--is aplittlng befors you, -
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: _ 3) The majority of the REB—-Resident Bdl torial " .
Board which ‘15 what other organizations osll a Politieal Commitiae
reacted vehemently sgainat this unprineipled attack. The worker

~edltor and the mgjority of the workers 821d 1t was an ghandenment: :
of the Amerlcan Revolution, that Johnson was running from hias safs .
refuge in England while leave,thezco—rounderrto.the'attacku'=of-the‘
bourgeolsle here., They asked Tor presentation of political . =~
rositions ‘so they could Judge for themselves--but Johnson andé : Leg
weregin:a.hurry,(although'éhe, in the absence of tha first word . -

of attack from Johnscn, had voted for ths nolftical posltion ; '

-worked out by me for the str le agoingt the listing: ‘indeed 4t
‘was the unanimous posltion of the REB and in sho»t few wegkg
‘even Ltook advantage of the fact Lhab legally one of theirs.wes © -~ - -
"cwner" of Correspondence and refused to pay for Vol,II, #7, which = .}
- was the lzast igsue of that paper, . S -
4)The one and cnly Bulletin of posltions we had trisd = -
3 ‘ T them who had not appeared before any membership- to -
defend 1taelf I wlll forward you; alsoc Johnsonism: A Political . =
Appralsal. Naturally I infcrmed the friends ebroad. Scelalisme
ou Barbarie chose to dierecard all this, vhile Damen and the . . .. Co
Italian friends imnediately solidarized themgelves with the American - B
group. The International Memo was also publlshed in PROMETEC and .. -
I enclose n zopy for you 80 you can see the positlon worked out
: formally, instead of informslly in a lettar, e Coe

:Now the background ror all thig had really begun
ortly after Natalim presented her position agaknsy - | .
. kylst poeition on Yugoslavig and in general considering .
-Eastern Europe "the roamd to soclaligm®, we worked out the -position
- of state capitalism, and for the firet time including philosophy ..
~ . as intsgral to a_poiitlcal_position, and presented 1t in thesig = "
form to SWP conventlion~-S4ate Capitallsm and -World Revolutlon, It .
"wes then when most of us gelt we should leava Trotskylsm Tor good, -
but Johnsen convinced us to remain in--vwhen we did leave the: follow-
1ng.year*euadenlyi‘itwaa not on the political positiona-but'on'the;l
"moral” lire in the psrty, b)That eame year, 1950 the miners strike
“'had shaken up all Previous concepts on the development of theo - - -
working. clzes inAmerics, and led me to wish to restate Marsd sm
U for our age from 2 new vantage pointa: American.proletariat,;and ; i
Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks of 1915 whlch had remained untranslated’
into English. ¢)That same year Johnson began his own speoial . .
brand of deviation, toward literature, and beggan working out the.
poeitlion on Herman Melville, & great American writer, as if he wore /-
.more presclent than Marx, although thias never came out in so many el

wvorda, o

ST . . Howevar, by 1953, it came very clo=e to thoss wordm
Tor the American Government had begun deportation proceedlnges against .
Johneon, who, howsver, chosa, to fight, not as Johnson the politico, -
but James, the great literary figurs who made such a contribution - .
to Amerieca. No doubt you have James! "Mariners, Renegades and . :
Caetaways“& and hnve seen how he orawlsd before the authorttines in -

"his final Chapter 7. Thi= was aleo the yaar of founding . .

. Corregpondence, with the 2 of us pulling in quite éirferant_ e
‘diractions, ulﬁma xed by the fact thet Lee wanted not to conaider
9talin'e death ot all since that was "old politica® and go'to .
“the new"—-what workers on the line wore dlsoussing, which in ona. -~

" speclific instance thet sho knew, included a recipe on how to . -

maka hamburgers. I waa, however, permitted in. issue No..'1.to.disouse




o Beria's downfnll,  But the -paper, Cdrfespdndeﬁce, contiﬁhea for. two
yeare-—to webble between Marxiet rosition with workers recording -
thelr own attitudes-<and scme attempt, never stated expliclitly,

. to escape Marxiasm, :

P - Dear Munls, 1t appears to me thst now . -that there are -

EL shed, my MARXISM AND FREEDOM, on the one hand, and Lee -~ .

- & Chauileu's (although I understand he denlies authorship); =

FACING REALITY, posltiohs are so crystal clesr that there 'is no - -

nacesalty for %hc_past-remaining unclear. - N .

D _I masume you read in Facing Reality that (1) ®he ‘tnew" -

;. are such as Kwame Nkrumah who have'combined®” Gandhi with Lehin-=
. and that'is what we should follow for Gandhi was evidently the- -

- greatest political genius of the 20th century. .(2)That the downfall:
of Trotekylem 1s due “to one and only one" basic reason: they wanted -

" to build a “vangaurd:party" when the vroletariat had no use for wuch,
I.do not know where that leaves the positions of state Capitalism™ .- -
and the philosophy wn worked so hard for--but Johnson is a gréat ong
for reduclng all the world's problems %o single items, as hie fahoy

" and personai sccurlty demand. - (3)That the key arch to. all elsge is . .

" pdltorial commi&teea,thst would publish paper Independent of any. - ;
organization., “orrespondence 1s of course givén the perfect. oxamplesw i
although there 1z no more oliquist totalitarian controlled paper than: '}
that. ‘But, in any casc, the politice to prove why that one aingle - Rg
item-—independnnt edltorial committeess--ars the answer to all .the .-
‘worldis problems in 1958 and prove hiw they alone"face reality? 1g

- the followings: (a)Althoupgh the Hungarian Workers Councils are .
correotly . gilven as. the highest point reached in our era of gelf-
activity, (b)etill it is explained that in America it was correct.
for this independent committee nearly completsly to ignoreé hhem -

- because there the murder ¢f the. Negro youth, Emmet% Till, had so

- predominated in the minds of Negroes that the latter even opposed: q

- Hungarian refugees "remesbering that Prisoners of War were glven.
rreedoms Negroes who fought for their countyy had ‘not ‘hzd, " "7 " .

T . . - . It 18 Just Ealnful to go on with such trash znd
yet have a grouap-in France -serlously face the reslity: of De . Gaule s
contend that that la something and that they "don't understend" the

"differences," _ o _ a2 I o

s what I want to know from you 1s the answers to ~
the lettrer I wrots you a. few days ago-—we evldently hadcrossed in = . .
the mall~-on poseible publication of HMARXISM AND FREEDOM in Franca..

raisely is Boelalisme ou Bnrbarie group doin gog ite
wh&P‘ ean %oylenva the lsolation of th;lg 11$ea.§n§ h:% niioth
rfect thote of European proletariat. t s trnglo- t a e
;rogskyiat opponitiug aan think up in these ceritical timea is.
factional dlzputes on “"autonomy. . S

Do pieaee write on tliese positlohe.
Be sure to convey my warmest grantings to Natalia. .

: Yourg, s
Raya Dunayevsiaya ﬁi)ﬁ!pu/
. 4482-28th 9%, : o o ' :

Detroit 20,Hich--Do plessr note alight chunge in my address..

9431

.'.n” .




Oct.20,1958"

Deoxr Con. Munis: - S e S
' I do mot doubt that you had.
valid reasons. for remaining in Paris-when I 9.
vzg irn Nilan, but neither do I doubt that it -
is what I would c=sll ‘oo much of a'“laissez-
faire" sttitude in internatiocnal reiasilons.
Your note; for exdmple,: to me was werm and: : .
. conradely, but hardly of the higheat political
netiure when you consider: {1.} The- American 3
movenent may not zlwayg have -the- privilega of-
sending me to Furope; (2) MARYISH ALD FREEDOM.

ig coming out in an Italian adition, and thet - {
is excellent, but I have not heard a word: from
you on i% as to e Spanish-edition:although:.
gomcone not a2z close to-the stete capitalist .
rositidtn as you~—Juan Andrade—iried actuelly
to obtein me e publisher in South Anerlem. °
It is not, after all, & privete, contribution.
but the Americen contribution.for the theoretlo
Iegroupment of world Marxism.

- Bow I do hope that both as
representing tke Spanish revolutionaries-and.

_as an individual you will see thet nothing .
interferes with your presence in Milan Fovember -
. 7t% which Demen and I had set for the conference

. and whieh now. locks sa if & would . also have\'

H'adherents on the -scene in England,

I do not know whether an;one
you know in Peris you would want me to seej
_1ntend to be only. 3~4 days; I'm not going tn“:.
look up. Socialisme ou Barberie ‘because they
" have never responded in any responsible way.

You cen drop me & note up to. 313t in London:
Rava Dunayevskaya, cZo American prrpss, London.

Your™, |
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