noaosmhor 13, 1957

Lenons

_ MARNTAM AXD THETTDYY hes ust eome oud of dho bindory
ond ¥ heve preoppbtly olir madled pon oo 0oy o the book. Tares nore
gopics will Lo zent you by omlinery rmoil. ' S

o - I ¥ns very aiad'to_sct;your 2ant lettsr and_ﬁﬁa'thﬁt -
. you are workirm both in Itnir and now France o find o pallisher. IL

& rew Nerxzint Humenicd mowenent Lg Lo be founded, seylous thoory mst

be ite foundation, aand this conbtant spllinloring of tho movement at.
every aritlos)l junciure will bg otopped; at least it will bo shopped.
for porasanlity rpd other nensonsicel repsons. The theoreticel void
ainco. Lonan'as dg nth has iachked long encughd lor can we b gin

Just whore Lonin Yeft offy thie is 1957, not 1923, SRR

- : : Tt Ap-odine slao o stop repeating that ench genoros
Ction misi intorprot Harzicm for iteell ag 1L that mesnt an analysls
“of kho egconouy. wWithout tho IMusanisn srd pialeoctlic of capital, the .
C_theory of phatlt empitolism would meon Lar logs for our generation
+hasn The Dgve lopment of Ceplielipgs dn Fussie neant 2t the fwm of -
the eenturys Beocavae the world erlels is total an urgency has boon
imparted Lo Phllogophy that horetofors has heen reserved only for.
“wresd end buller quostlions. Beeaunn thoe workers, on thelr o, have
.ratsed the quesktlon of the kind of ilabor, theoretiféisng will lgnore
the movemont from oractlee To Theory ai their peril, or, o horrow
an oxpression from ok, ‘under the penalty or denth,.™ -

: o It i true  thed Leniy hinscld Aid not limit hils -
contwibubions to cacdbnonic questicns, ‘butl made tho original eoniribu=
tion of the theory of ithe paviy. Mal, just ns neither the Humenism

S ef Cppibal ; mor its structure, wng hold slgndificent enough to pake .
thome, not the "inevitahllity of eapltelisn’s downfall", the founda=-
tions ol esbablished Harwlisn pro-1914, so the coancepd ol the party
Las beon so- ozsified ane to hide itc movin ayto~=the deon, orsanZg
relotionohip of the party it the opontaneliy orf the naso navenant s
‘ynfertunately, nftsr 1617, Lenln himself did not conereilize thia . -
further, noxr couid ke In 1923 -give nore than the nost goneral indien-
tions., That is why, as zemmontal s his WAll was in ite enalysias. -
of loadership,{and not only Htalin and Trotsky, but thé youns, beloved.
“theoreticisn muihiarin vho aid not guitesrasp the diadeslle™ and thus
wgs not fully o Marxiot)ift itaolf wng addreosed t0 tho Ieadershlp,
and not to the mombership, mich less the groat masses lri tho grand . oo
pannor $n which Lenin 444 1% in 1%17 vhon weo offorcd hip relaognation

4o the Hatlonal gommittes and throatened instend "to zZo to the pailors., ™
_AB Tor homp Luzemburz: despito her froe words wiih pradge of ppentae o

neliky, she was se totally the priscner of old cotemoricn thot sho &id
not ave n kunow how to fMnetlon with tho spontanoously formed Stewerds™

Hoveneu%, ut demanded of - then to fipht the lavor bturoauncrsoey . "from.

withdn,' : - ) S . :

ne, the itecslk of reoally clearing away all ihe”

nld rubblah on perty has boon Lest Lo those whio have lived through
he 19700 of the fponish Rgvelutiop and ¢Io, the L3M0s of tho Tutional

ragliotence movemonts and Hegro domenntratlons, end the Fusslian sputnik
and Anericoan I-pozd &s the only bhleak persgpecti-re For Lhone who Wil

never 1iante n-to those now imnulses, bubl aivaerys be resdy. "o lesd,®

. mo up hore Whiis bool L1z of such parerount inporhaase--and not only .
Cbeoapunae of tho Anmerlenn roodts buit, above all, beeguse of ita woxrda o

consopta==that wo wani Finally to cenerehllize cur relationz abroag
by nendinsg aome reprcacntailve thore nexnt oumpor. I hope that by
thicp the Itolion and Froneh tranoletlons will ke oft the mrean, Tio Leb

[

B

e noar from you. Yourn, Tara 9 4 10




- Deax Com.Damen:

NO( %,1}58.

R Incianoc Bienciardl is doing a good Job on the . .
translation, Today I recelved a letter from hinm that he has
now. conpleted the work -and 1ls gending me the 105 pagee I have

" o check., I messume, hownver, that you have been getiing a

copy of the translation without needing to wait for the
final ravision. I am naturally anxlous to see what you write

-j_in your Prefecs which will determine my Intrcducticn to an.

extent. Unfortunately, the Italian friends do not seem to

. be prompt correspondenfs and have not answered my varlous

letters which have asked questions of the .Italian masses on
‘the modern scena. - This-meane that, of nececslity, my brief
Introduction for the Itallan readere will be, of necesslty,
‘general rather than particular. Do let me hear from you on
thie whole question. T - U R .
o ¥ d6 not Xnow. whether you are acquainted with
‘Gom.. Munia; hs was one of the leaders of the Trotskvistain .
Spain dquring the 1137 Revolution; then he smigrated' to Mexlco,
ere I met him, Our posltions on stale caplitalism were )
‘similar, but on other queptions, such ap nature of vanguard
rerty we disagreed., I saw him agasin in Europe in 1}47, shortly -
after yhith -we both broke with Trotskylem. A couple. of years,

“ago I hemrd that he had returned %o Spalnm, worked in -the

underground a few months, and was promptly thrown into Jall.

‘Finally, this summer he made his way back to Paris, vhere

Begsle saw hlm a Tew hours bafore her departure home, 8inos
then we have corresponded--he is gort of collaborating with-
the Socialisne ou Barbarle group, although he 81sagrees with

. them fundamentally. The last I keard from him he had.mritten'

the World Outlook thesis we had presented to the conference

in Milan, and was very interested in the concrete proposition

to eatablish an International Center of Correspondence -for
exchange of snformation, documents, eto. I was surprised that .
“Vepga would nct have informed him that thie ie not Just a :
"proposition®, but was unenimously mcocepted and, I-assuma,
eatablished withryou an one. of the ZJecretaries. . In any-case: ..
I took the liberty of glving him your neme and agddrsse 8o that
he nould eorrespond with you directly since he wishes ' the ~
Spanish group to adhere to 1%, . o S S

L _ ‘fyic Heffer hae alec asked me thether that
Centre is functioning eince he algo has not heard sinee the

" end of the confersnce, What, concretely, 1s being done?

. . Naturally, with my poor Italian, the cheoking:
of the translation relates mainly to my ‘good Marxism, rather
than fluensy in the Italian language, 2nd 1t means & lot.of = Q.
work—-all of which I love. I believe 1% w111l be a very impcri- H°
anf baslg for Marxist regroupment for 1t is g sarious . s -~
presentation, and a comprehensive ona, which one cennot get

_otherwise than from & book, HNewspapers end pamphlets Jjust

"cannot deal with so orucial a tas as theoratic roundatlon,

I have juet refurned from a'mOst_pleasnnt‘éiﬁ?riqn@é:'

' _-a mesting in Naw York which was attendsd bi no less than..
1+

1,200, It is true it was not under our auasp es—-HEHSL&QLEffEﬁQ,
unfontunately, doaeg not command. such attendance,

 was on Marxism and the presgent Sktuation in Rusasla oné& 1t 1p 7

ths .firgi time sincs the 1X30s that such a mass turnput;tpnkﬂ

place. in Ancrice. ., Thers 1 definitely a rebirthe. . ..

R~ R S
o
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oveﬂber a7 ﬁﬂsafﬁf

- International Center of Oorrespondence:
"Hilano, Italy' o : o :

"ﬂ-Dear Fr*ende.

. L f. — L were very glad to hear uhat the Genter of_
_ Gorreepondence hae. ncw begun runctioning.. Your letter or.thél.w
'_EOth of October first got nere Novembe“ léth and we woulq liksf
“to comply with the raquest for other groups. who have not been
the MiLan conference 1n July. I have alreadylwrltten to Com.Damen
about the Spanish group 1n France uhat asked for. information and to
; om I gave hie addrese._ I am not at liberty tc- give their addresn
Lt matarla’ could be addresaed to Vega. in Paris and he ssked to
rn it over to Munis. Alsg, no doubt you heard that there was a
lit 1n the Eoclalisme ou. Barbarie group and that the snlit from
Chaulieu wiah to carry on- tbeir own commanﬁcatioﬂ.
'Hme Mona Etienne
11 rue D'ulm
Tarlis 5, France _ T
) No, dnabt you have written to Eric HefZer 1n Liverpodl. r
There now. 15 a new grouv in London uhat is . in corraspohueace with
ﬂB & LFTTEPS and wishes to be-in touch with the Italian center.,
. Frenk ¥illlame - .

145 WeXefield 8%,
- E.Ham., London ES, England

NEWS & LETTERS hed written, 1mmediataly upon the retu"n of
_Bess and her reuor. of the conference, as to the hiatorio importanc
'for the decislon of the Italian friends to iseue an Italian edit«on'
of 1mxzsu AND 'FREEDOM. . Wa do not doubt that that wlll aid greatly
_1n the revolutlonary regroupmont or Marxie B, but 'cf courae,-
muat be aupplamented by Resolutions, oekly analysil, eto.
pleaae inrorm ue as te whnt han thus far been aubmltted hv th

vario%s groupn for circulatlon.
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Dec.17,1958

:Daar Com. Damen? ‘ - .
= : . Your letter of’the 10th naturally disturbed me. It
pains me %o read that evidently thers are such differences between
you and Seniga that you ars not working as a unit on gettigg MARXISM . -
aqd_FREEDOH3puh113héd'with'theﬁgreatesp'despatch. ‘Naturally I cannot
fromithis distance intervene betwgen you two. What I would like to
suggest is thlsi-1) Write the Prefacs, whether or not” you have seen 4
the typescript in toto. . 2)}A Preface, especially when it is.to introduce ..
a foreign author to a native populetion, 1s not so.much on thejapecirio'fl'
- fetalla of tpe;work,‘as“the'general'aubJect‘and"théfsuthonity'orbthe -
‘writer to deal with.it, 3)In the case of MARXISM ‘AND FREEDOM, which. .- L
" 1p°not published. as any sort of inrogram®, but as a serious ccntribution
‘For. theoretical oriéntation, the Yery. idea of having a re=evalugtion . ¢
£ Merxism st a time ‘when the Communiets are pervertiing it is of greater
“tance than the differences between the anti~Stalinigt Jarxists who
. arp undertaking to raiese the banner of Marxist-Leninist Humanism, - _
‘43 Tha Italian working people have the greatest opportunity history hag
o od sny one.in Weastern Europe of zzcaping another lapse into fasclsm:
%] DgGanlle and opening new vistas before the :whole world, Europe and
‘Agin and America and Africa, of breaking from the very party they Joined
"mi1lione~~the Communist Party of Italy-—and starting on a new path
btally new soclal relatlions vhich would eclipse any of the previocus. -
Jria motions of the proletariat from the Paris Commune %o theRumsaian -
ution., With g1l dus respect for the difference between practics
only aetlons can realizegand theory which appears to be oniy a -
h ing of one's mind, MARXISM AND FREEDOHM 1s in the full traditlion of
the. Leniniat qonobpt-tﬁat'there'oan be no sudcessful revolution.without ' |-
a rgvolntionary theory.  The Itallan people have tha' advantage of having, |
suffered from missing the historlc moment of revoluflon and entering
hbad the Mussolinl counter-revoiution, --No matter howWevaluates the
arons.for that, all must admit that the loast Italian Sobiglism and. .
ymmund sm poaaessed-at—;hat-tlme"waﬁTclathifo::théorbcic visglon. " - -
Rakurelly it was not limited-to Itsly. Lenin wae ‘as esurprised as anyone
by the rise of Musslini--the world had never seen fascism balfore, But
s® who have lived through it cannot repeat the confuslon_ and must arm ;.. ¢
ofrsilves with all the theoretical armor at pur dlsposal the world over. -}
€ " American working people have untoual experiences in.actions such
- as\Wildoats that have mads them famous the world over. ~ With MARXISM
. and| FREEDOM, they show thet there resldes thexre strandse ofthe most -~
préfound theory as well, and the Italian friendas have alrejdy shown -
thélr & ternatipnhl"aoligarity.by_ghé?ing to help make thic work availablél -
toithe ‘italian publie, - - UV TN T4 S RRTLTU T IL o
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¢¢na or.-7 . - Naturally,” Com,’ Damen,

- .
[P

ks - - urs . 'I'am not formulating your. '
Prerape for you.- What I am"trying to_dp iz to show that in writing 1t,.
you~nsed no% necessarlily have-the typeseript-—although I hope you can
gasits=eince you already know the main points of the work and the -
voasons for publishing. As a matter of fact your lettars o me from .
the very moment the American friende decided tb pubilsh MARXISM AND = 1 . |
FREEDOH-sgoke‘exactly in this. veln, In any case, I trust hhat whatever "
your final deoclsion as to whether to write the Freface, with or without:
e ine the typesoript in Italion, we sball not delay LA NUOVA ITALIA %
in comlng cut with ths work soon, : o s

PR . Now, as to your commentsa on ¢
41 Corxispondenza, I must confess I am confuasd as %o the remark:
fingneing it. It was understanding from cur_ friends who att
that when the Centre getas runot}onlng,-they would write. Yhe partioc:




ek e ST el B LY

Cepe

-groups what i1t cost to run the offise and make the tranclalions of
. doeuments, eto.ets., and then 211 of us would help financially. . But
“ire_have heard nothing from the centre of corrsspondence.except that 1%
- hag“finally been establighed, and did we have namese of other friends,
.'who ‘dld ‘not participate, and who would wieh to have knowledge of 1t,..
*, -1 promptly answvered end gave some new names, LIf there are any financlsal.
“difficultien;: then the partlclipants should be informed at once, and I - -

sm sure the American friends would not. sghirk their duty.

Lo L : it seems to me highly wrong to plan for a'conference in -
- Parig, I do not know under what illuslons the French friends are -~ |-
functioning 2= Just because DeGaulle 1s supposedly followling asome - -
fdgmoeratie® parlimmentary channels and allowlng oppositioh parties to
; . ‘But no one can mistake the fascist trend, and. those, llks ua,"
‘Abe gwara of it, should certainly not plan to meet in that city
£ every day there won't be changes for the worse and all radicals.
g6 on ‘mg ‘before, The time, ‘Aprll, 1s also completely unforkable
‘5, I am not 'saying that we can attend Af even it is moved to"
Jurd<we are quite strained rinanclally. But there certailnly is more . =
opportunity tc be there in summer than An Spring, which :Lﬁgut of the -
ion altogether. : L T - o

' ¥otrs, .
- SORER,

Asg Tor you? remark on Dante, I would certainly not interfere with = kB
Engels! judgment. Neither x nor Engels were ignorant of the - -
raot ‘that Dante was of the mlddle aged and his political views -
~". -on the empire were .not oura., " They nevertheleas held Dante %o -
have anticipated the ‘contemporary unlversality thatfellowedl the -
N 5 breakup of the "Dark Ages.”. Marx chose Darite ‘as-hifl favorits .
LI TT " poet, Aescuylue and Shakéspeare ag the favorite dramatlate, eto. -
‘begauge they felt that in the ‘art world tlose who anticipate pew.. .= 7
4/ of expression bscause the’'epoch in whlch:-they lived ‘ara ‘®birth -

of ‘hiatory* have something important. to eay ‘also %o ‘the "politicos.™
refuded to worry over Hegel's reacticnary views ‘and ' tookhis. .~ ' -
diaffeotic method and made 1t thelr own. ' And i more polliticos An . other
yeahs had had ‘the same attitude "3o art the ‘movement would have'galned,
. notisuffered, from what appears as “inoorrect' viewa, In apy:case Il .-
" would not think of tampéring with Engels’ vlew becauss my only-polint-in
mentioning-Dante at all &s to show that the Renaissance came to Italy '
ahead of any. other country and that not alocne the Reneigsance ag such: &
but . that even prior to it, as in Dante, when_ the world wasa 8%111 medieval,)
. muach 'that was ney (not in politics of which I do not speak at all) but - |
' 4r art ond ‘mind wae in thieg man's poetry,” Do allow ma this seemlng -~

"ignorance,®* = - TR T R - R
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. Dpnr' Con. Yamant

- : I vorld 1like to take uwp with you informally the guastion of the

" Internationcl Corresponisnce Opnter and = possitls conforedCe ls Swmele

raason I propose it informilly wvather than formally to the Intermaticnal Corresponse

- danos 1s &ap met ouly to the fact thot, in fach, tho centsr doosn’s functiom very
. astivyly, but, more irportant than that, tha bosis for its sriablislment was too
: -temmouss If ons perscd =Gino — who had promised to be £inmncially responsible
for 1%p Tirst Levw mox;&:s of functioning in ordsar to buaye o woy of billing the -
- various adnsrents, start acting agancrchistieslly mw Lo hns 2nd thus wpoet
the wholg strusturs, the miructwre for 4t couldntt heve been Very sound. Wrat I
. mean is thot the objective sitmation ths world over dgronde sompthing more than

v mare infarmnticnal grchange mnong various atate capltalist fendgacies.

o It was corrent for the varicus ax-Trotskyiet groups to sound each
% and try $0 dresk throvgh thalr feolaticn, 2t lgast ancng other co-thinksvs,

. Daggfians, &1l such calls would Be exply indasds This does not, howover, medn that
. . they have no hiptoric rasponsxibilities thatretically to ssevhars ihay stand. To na
it aceldint nor nere °tmara.mont§ that; Gine can rot 50 Arrespousitly $oward

1an edition of MARXISK AXD 1 he vsons %o ba wmaware of the naed for
| 1] a thaorptls fomdntlon for axy revolutionsay Horxdst rezroupment, Yot va
oM g xnow that nefther & Yparpeival mobllef kind of potiviiy vhich ends in
: “engenlf disry,axprmore then an gvasiocn of class struggle ackivity, can
pibEtitta Lor & clearing of the heeda and tallng tha cobwebs cut of over-duzty old
thgnge thak no longsr apply $o tha world of our day. __ . - )
: Or %oke the SOCJALISME O BARBARIE group, Egrg they hnad as sharp
-8 ‘An ¢ths netisnal scens aa Dgluvllimm, mnd they do malzy & protense to Ftheory
- with thelr jowmal, #nd now ono to fprachice” with their mimgographed bulletin, .
"Payolr Ouvriser®s  Denpits a1l this thay aro n Sot emptler and more Srrespcniible
thah anything soms of ths Italion Orisnds may voniwe one For thay oot ns A2 o)1

o . ;.‘h.goryhadm bean dscided wpen ond that Jourmnlistic vardinge iz a smibgtifate

acmunting of Merxiem, thaorationlly, organizationally, and mootically,
_#uring the period sincs the end of World War II when ths Treak from
eam d3d take finsl shanps ) . . . o

: R To put 1% drisfly, I delisve thnt a vonferenca of the groups who
Oipated ingt muwmmor ans thocs vho, like ths Spamish and Greelk, wish 1o do mo
. now, ‘shoutimoet not only t6 hour reports cf the activities in the various commiries
to fany pober ir thooratic T afbilitieos Klatori as Marxigts Tns
15 net ZoTeTere 1hs Jdarlin erisiv, the nmoves towerd the right in Italy, the African
Revoluiion and the Amprican~-Rugsien war-liks gesturss may very well moka this thg
$urning point in history. : : o : :

. ) . -Yours, . 'E\\'. (RPN ) .

2.8, 1 saswuie you &re Aoing all you can on that Italisn pdition of HARXISH &
FRIEDCH, apd that I will hexr from you Yy retuwn mad) an to vhat I should 4o from
here to proceed to mike tha publication a rezlitye. : . ) _
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f;ﬁeaf'pom. Damen?

S0 . ¢ T have Just peturned to Detrolt after my anaual 1e cture -
* tour. It was's most puccessful one, angé ghowe that both.amon “¢the o0 E

- gtudent youth--I spoke both in California and in the Midwest (Chicego)- "/ {:
to.large.nnivgreity3audiences; about 1200 or more-—and also among . R

‘. workers there 1s a great deal .of questioning and searching for new o

 fph11osoph;c foundationsa,

S A% the gams ~time I bééaﬁe.involved in Chicago wita
flew Ttelilan: translator since I was quite dissgtisfled with- the '
full transletion whioch Bianciardl had sent me, and which ghowed he

" had not introduced. the changes I had called to his attention, the

" whole paragraphs that he had miesed, etc.- The new translator agrees.

that we better leave Binnclardi's name atand, howeyer, because !

otherwiss both he and the publishers LA NUOVA ITALIA may presentio us
more.difficulties than we would want to cope with, and that would
thus further delay the Italian edition.- Nothing must delay that

“‘gdition, eo I hope . you AETRR with me that I amcted right when I sent

_the finrst 5O pages of the new tranglation as if 1t were merely a §

o retyping Tor the printer of the old translation. I am now walting
tfor z reply from LA RUOVA ITALIA, whom & asked to bring it out in

. September. . . - o S

SR . Your letter reached me wnile I was on tour, and so. .
Y merely limited myself to the questlonfof-the-Italian edition, and
not to the other questions you ralsed. o ) S

S S ‘First of all, once agaeln then on the questlion of the
vanguard party. It 18 not e queetlon, as the American friends see 1%,

of -making the role of the party of fmsrginal importance.” It ls £
guestion-of seeing what, at each_specific etsge in history, the = :
“questlon of the party meant, . Now 1% is true tnat,because we feel that
the concept of the “party_to.lead“_h&s done more to mislead the L
-Tproletariat.since'Lenln's . an ther factor, we prefer the -
formuzlation "a new unity of theory and practice.”’ But whether you -
call ‘Marxist regroupment "g . new unity of theory and practice® or .
Wthe role of a vanguard party®, the frath is that at each period in.
.. Marx's tlme gnd in Lenin's time thet role ~was. defined differently,

" Thus,(as T. document it 1in Chapter XI of MARXISM & FREEDCM, on the '
nporms of Organizationi The Relationshin of the Spontaneous Self-
: Organizatlon,or'the'Proletariat to the ‘Vanguard Party®), in 1902-B )
- Lenin thought of vanguard more or lees in traditional terns of Tighting' ¥
. egonomism with politlea. 1505, however, revealed how far in advance . o
:'of “*the vanguard" waa thée proletariat, eo he changed his position-on the Gt
fact that. the proletariat could not galn socimlist consclousness excert Lt
. through a vanguard. “Agamin, in the period of ,resction, when he had- to.
‘peturn’ purely to underground work that concept meant something else, -
than it did in 1914 when the German BopialnDemocraoy_betrayed.g¢From,_'}
April 4, 1917 through November, 1i was. a quaceilon of constantly urging
hieg party "to catch up® wvith the advanced ma ssen, After they geined '
power, 1t became still gomething else for early buresucratlsn.wae o
evident, I canno% -eee,thersforse, that we can merely;regaatﬁlono mast -
acoept the Leninlst conoeption of "the role of the party:: Everybody,
ineluding .the Staliniets, could agree "in general®. and. then we- woull .
first have to erect barriocades and_hlood.would;litarallx“gibé‘bﬁttasn
state papitalisnm mabquerading;aa~30qmqunlam'” theprol s'{ %

r;gﬁtiﬁg;td&.a;truly new, humsn der. B
m‘ah{ﬁyﬁqgél;peanib__ retio amnti =X
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Dear Com. Damen:. _ T
l . _ Gwith : - T T
o Your last letter deglitpizy the difficulty of presenting &
progremmatic statement to the friends who had attended the last .
international’ conference in Hilan last year. I 4id not, however,
.mean a programnatic statement. T meant a theoretlc unroldment of. a
" bpnner, - Let me explain furiher: you are right when you . say that
each grcoup in each countiry, basing itself on the experiences in the
particular country, 6eeus to come to a different conclusion, :Butb
.you mre not right when you +hink that  the "Humanlem® of Marx elther .
15 due merely to the Amerlean experlernce or bears any sort of - :

" ‘pesemblance. to the "heo-Humanism® -of the Stalinists during the Resistanze ;
‘movement. In:my view, enly he who fully ‘understands +the class struggle -

“: as the first step.to breaking down the division beluween mental and:

manual labor characterlising class gocieties can Tully comprehend the " - =

‘Humanism of Marx.  That is %o say, abolition.of private property and
nationalisation of the means of productisn do not mean a truly new
social order. The tragedy of the Russlan Revoilution lies precisely
1h the fact that it wes impossible to proceed ‘to Lenin's concepilon
of production and the state SEEasaxmsm would be, run by the population -

"to a man®; all his exhortations in hid debate with Troteky and Bukharsn . -

againet the fadminigtrative mentallty" that’ did not fully comprehend -

the Glslectic and thus were nosi'fully Marxist®, failling to understand -

_the "lackadalslcal" nature of the intellectual, and how fajmore
complex waa the breakdown between mental and menual labor n the -
revolutionary overthrow of the “bourgeolslea. ' : ;

o .~ .. Now_ then the preresnuigite for 8 vrogrammatlc statement 1s
‘the clearing of the heads philosophieslly ag well ae politiecally in
the penner in which Lenin did 1t in 1915, He did net limit himself

" to manifestoss agalnat the war; he did not unite with all otherg—-—:

—————

. { (not . even, -in fact, with hls own Bolshevliks, &€ witness his attltude

. to Bukharin and the "imperiallsi economism’ of those who opposed
_national self-determination). He did first and foremost reccnatitute

his own remsoning, his own philosophic foundations, by returning to.

. That alleged nystic, Hegel, and hold on anew  to the self-movament, '

" which is the mainspring of the dialectic in general gnd the workera
“movement. in particular, - A year back I asked you please to try %o get

- 'pome- one %o tranglate foI you Chapter X of MARXISM AND FREEDCM, . .

_ . particularly seoctlon 1, %Lenin and the Dialectict! A Mind in Action". . .
“because I Telt that onee you understood that this s what I meant "by

a. olearing of the heade" on an interrationsl plane, we would gee B

veryisimilarly the perspectives Tor a rivolutionary regroupment o -
Marxism. . : ' s o s S

- 14 1g with this in mind (now that you have the translation
. of MARXISM & FREEDOM)} .that I spoke of the Tact that. a new conierence

of the Intern-tlonal Corraspondence Center cannot Just be what 1t.wae -

1-1ast¢year;-but must be on thle merlous theoretic foundation, and for

thot weason I wanted to time any conference in.Europe to the appearance

of;thg';tglian_adition.

- © I1.have not yet heard from LA NUOVA ITALIA, to vhom. I pent’
the first 50 pages, and asked for a publicaticn date in Septemberx,
Othervise, .I would rather notitry to come thls year, leaving such a
prospect T1ll. nexit April Ainstead. No doubt you know that I have had
1o .do very oonslderable retranslation of the one done by Bianciardl,
‘because he was altogether too careless in his translation, - However,
‘. to havﬁLhaitéohnlcal;trﬁublan on the other slde of the Atlantioc, T..;

- 'wAll leave his ‘nane stand as tha translator. Have you heard from-

LA .NUOVA: ITALIA since they. have received the Introduction and 2

of HARXISN &FREEDOM? Do please keep e promptly nformed., . .. -
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Dear Com. Dament _ _ _
S Naturally I was dlsappointed that you had not bee
. to-get to Florence, especlally since 4t A= now & full year
'LA° RUOVA "ITALIA slgned sontract ané promised publication i.
‘months, There i nothing to-be done now but wait $t1ll I g
there and we .confront them jointly and make finel declsion:.

Shoulé there be mny cccaglon for you to need to resch me wk
“An-transit: I sall on 8.8, August September 9th rrom New Yo

iy Toiands Ghoas Oabite, 9 paRd-prrive n Genoa on the 20T .

. 271 dc not-belleve I have ever repertead in ruil to 3
how well our English friends are funeticning—-not the Tom Cc
and others we were origiually recommended to, but cne who br
with that small group, Frauk Willlams. On the basis of MARX
- AND FREEDOM ang NEWS & LETIERS, plue somo nimaographbed Bulle
put out irregularly in London, he has gathered a small group
. and ‘done remarkable work in preparatlon for my arrivai. For
.example, he has sent out 200 coples of pamphlet on Afro-Aslan
revolution plus @ letter explalning the trip to Europe, - The’
result is I Wil be speaking in England and in Scotlaend, both
“tp worker and student growps, inecliuding & debate with Isess
Deutacher. In all. there will be 12 1ectures I wlll give there
snd learn a good deal from the Britlish workera. .Of course
language is no problem there, but.in actuality so much could n
be done in s brief a time without a rull understanding of. -’
Marxlst Humanism and some hard dally work among shopmates and
student clreles, I belisve my Tfirst lecture 15 sround Jctober .
~15th. so:that L doc not Xnow whoiher 1 will get to France bdefore :
I go to rngland, o not. 111 Wovember. . R
© ¥ gm not sure the type of ccnference you are trylng tc
arrange. Ag I wrote you sOmn months keck, I do nol seec where i
. a eonfersnce of The type we . nad laat yeAT would get uas, -Thisz 1is.
1o time  just to 2ot notional reporis, .14 1g tine for some golid
“theoratizal foundatilon for international work, We had offersd, . :
g8 a basla, MARXIGH & PRELDOM, We had hoped serious contribution .- -
‘would be fortheoming from othar groups. Instead, ws had the
example of. the Greeks and I am rather surprlsed you mention him,
"Here 1s what I mean: shortly after the Milan. conferencs we began
a corraspondenee on fraternal tarms. Then Delfus, when he got to

Germany wrote that 1)the Milan Conrerence did not mean simllarityéle'”

_of views; he was not of the state caplialist persuasion sa to-
analysis of Russia; 2)The Humaniem of the early ¥arx was in
contradiction to theeoicnce’sr the older Marx and both are:
aontradistory and non—-=glaAntiria bennues the mAge wWar such Teeh-
nolopically;. 3)Lenin was no hettar than Marx, said Delfua, and,

as ror MaHXism & wREEDOM, At 1s "sounter-refolutionary” (aicl}:

.. and that the Graeits wera Mumaniats but not Marxist Mumanlat, I

enclose ons letter that I,Rogera to whom he had first written R
as she 1s managing editor of NTYS & LyTTTRE, and one that Y wrote "
to Wim. ¥We have not heard slnce., '

. Naturelly I will attend any conferancaes you arrange . -
but '} am more intarested in you 1n particular and the ltallan B
friende 1n general and my aim ls %o get. to talk Bo some Italian
workers and intellectuals for that matter on Marxian theory, and
‘not eoncern myself with dlilettantes 1like Dslfua, : -

Weil, aoon we will finally meet and that will be-

gregt’--i’burn, ) : . o 9418




