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"Exccrpts from Bess' Report on her TtipwtO'Durbpéjlﬁﬁg

Wednesdaf, Jﬁiy

:Dear 'Rae:
B Th‘s is the confcrcnce report. You' have a couple of naieve but .
hard working representatives’ and the situaticn within small groupinbs

”.:are in such a (state) all” over Furope that even .at -a so-called con— .

ference 1 is very difficule. ro get: ‘2 hold: ef "a thread to: ‘make some’,

.sense “of their politics.- The . dchper ‘thought is that they do. . not have .

;a ‘theory to l;ve ‘by. "But what I would want ro find in ‘this- confusion
are some-forces’ who uill help to develop a theory from. the passions

’%. 0f the European masses with the method of Marxiswm and Freddom, ~ An

Itzlian edition and an absolute must of.a French edition will bring
“fruit from, this conference (. . .- I will leave London on August 13

Wa have an international connectien at great financial expensé..
Such connections certainly de not weigh heavy with Socialism.or Bar-
~barism. - Damen, of course is very conscilous of international connec-
tions and is rather d;sappointed when his polities do noc bring re-’
sults from such politices (I do hot go out of my way teo tell him so)l
¥ rather. believe that he thinks America 1s a scrious. group and when
they ‘grow up. politically to the stature of the Italians, they will
"be’ something), but .at present they'are st11) in the economic field of

rade unions and have not reached the political filzid. by the notes,

you will see that he sald as muceh about ‘me and Mothe of the Frengh .-
‘section. Enclcsed is Louls’ absolutely . . “job of notes of the .
main talks. (They did not even provide us)’ with not one..professional i
translatcr, or even questionable objectivity. It is not from malice,
but from lgnorance.. - ’ :

How, ’the agenda that Damen proposed that was accepted after a
) lot ‘of ‘loud . talk, mostly between the Italian friends and as far’ as.
T could tell, not on any- principled issues. Damen proposed._ T

'l.g Raportq by par:icipating friends on the polttical situation
o . in ‘their country. .
- 2, "To make  the rounds again on thc following day. chorting on'.

’ the activity and politics in thelr section. ™ " '

- E f vyou- had a wcek with at least official ‘and circulated rcports
~beforehand, it might have been alright.. As 1t was, there was noth-
ing -but talk, with a chance to discuss the "line" of politics pur-
sued by each country, 1ndeed if there was a "llne"

3. Lstnblishntnt of 1nternﬂtional conncctions.-
uy first . talk was on the. American scene -~ the second Amerlca,

'that'can t be judged by Republican. or Demovecratic parties. They
haven't built a labor party, this has advantages, because they can-

- not bhe misled,  You must judge the American worker at .the polnt of

production'in which there 1is a history from the birth of the C.I.0.
until today and that HJews and” Letters recorded that history since
1953 and created from that practice the meaning of Mgrxism for our
time. M&F could not have been without Wews and Letters. 1I-said
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that I was an. official Resident Lditorxal Board representativc that
is News and ‘Letters recognized international vresponsibilicy aund ‘senk
Lomes to purope even before this coanference was. organi :ed . dnd cilrculated
—_au TInternational Memo in advance and 1 -will speak on- the second point
Sen “the agenda. 1 of course opened with official greetings. . And so
“the first sweaty day ended. It was the .worst possible weather for

.a- conference but like old radicals they are always ready for a meet-

“ing. . I' hoped some worker would show up and tell ﬁs something about
_Hilan conditions, but I guess that would just be "economics' not -
‘politics._ ‘On- Sunday, ‘a. worker from Turin,” that is- where. the Fiat.

'i's made, showed up. 1 asked him Lf helwas. going to tell us about *
:conditiona therc and through an interpreter, I was told that he was'
'Hnot on the arunda.

- V.

nJell "1 did a 1ot of thinLin what to do on Sunday with my talk.
The Internntianal—ﬂemo was not branslated. Everyone talked (about)
what came to their head. MNo one discussed an information bureau .. . -
‘T ‘therefore decided to speak a few minutes in introduction to the In-.

- ternational-Meme . that had been translated by Radames. ile did a 'very

~}_~ood Job. In that . way ‘about 40 people heard it and kuow of its exis~
‘tence. I know that Guilio (commonly known as Gene) wlll have it tt313—~
lated. Although now that we officially have :a "Cetro di Corrispondenza”
(that s its name), Damen of C.B. and Aldo Vinazzo of C.A. are its se—"
‘eretaries, the job of the Cetro is to distribute documents between the:
different scetions. To me, the translation into Fremch, English and
'Italian is the nust lmportant.

. On finances, Gene. sugvcs:ed that C.A. kepp account for tnrcc
munths .and 'to . seec what It costs (Lt's vf course his; orvanization which‘
- has the money to rum it). §. or b, said that it would have to offi-
. -cially pass it before officially adhering to the Cetro. It was. mid-"
" ‘might by then and’ everyone was zlad to go. Scmewherc along tne line,
I -said that the Italian C.5. & C.A. have’ already acted in .an interna-~
tional manner by lelping to get an Italian-edition of HE&F. Jith ‘some
"1ife into this Cetro by us, it can. cercainly contribute to some. under-—
standing. ' Damen closed the meeting by reading =z resolucion in which
S “he called =2 minimum for all to stand on. It was the conceptien of an
" elite party, par excellanée. When finished, Vega finished reading it,’
(by the way, he was chairman at the end, because the chafrman simply '
‘gave up. And: he was damn food.) Askcd whether any wished it dis-
cussed and the no's had it. So gimple a cetra was voted on . . -
Wurkers arouud Damen to which he wanted the American and French re-
presentatives to speak;: there started a firey discussion at the con- -
ference,_becnuse he asked the cenference to recess for that meeting.
A compronise was reached wvherc I,_Hothe, and Damen went to the public:
meeting while the conference went on., I mention all of theqe ‘things
to show you the lack of organization at the conference They seem to:
‘always get togethet in conference where a lot of talk takes place. with
“me . .. . -action, "Eriec told me that a conference like the cone I attend-~
‘ed took place last year wiich re ssulted in a decision to communicate,
.which never took place. Whether =some communication and cxchangc of
material will take place followlnn tlils discussion, I don't know.
Eric was plcasud that Damen 15 ane of thc secretaries, because he iIs
“nt least dependable enough to do something. Etrlic said the best that
hc can sec is that they are helping in the publication of M&F in Italy.
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. Now the meeting, there were 50-55 workers. . Radames was the
.translator. Dacen was pleased with ty- talk. (In) the little tine -
for discussion and reports of thelr conditions, that I asked for wag:i.. .
- their union does nothing for them since 1943, 'Two < three different :
‘unions represent one shop ‘and not one has done anything for them; not
eveén on wages. .. The contract has. such a low level that the boss pays. .

twice what the contract asks for. The tyranny ‘in the shop is so bad

that you are. afraid to apeak to ‘the worker next to You because unem-
‘Ployment .stares them 'in. the face; 1-1/2 to 2 million unemployed. *7
With the language, I could aot get what form of ‘struggle workers are
carrying on 1in the plant. " Many workers came over ‘to shake my -hand
‘and. Radames, . the intellectual, could not convey -to me what they all’
said at ‘the same time. Radames is the leader in the Genoa local of
cA.CJ from which, they are discussing {(whether) to break, because he
says Gene (Guilio)_iﬁ all action without theory. -To give you a pig- - .
ture of Radames, will just have to wait until I get home. I can only-
~-say that his theory is certalnly not for the purpose we-want it or
the:proletatiat wants. "~ He asked me to come down to Genoa td'speak.
"Damen said 1t should not be an advertized meeting, but just word of
mouth. " .So on Friday, we went down to Genoa and drove down to an in-
dustrial community in Savanna for a meeting of 23-30 people; mixed
worKers. : - - - : : -

-Keeping in mind what Damen said about mine and Mothe's ‘speech
namely that it is on an economic level. I put-my talks 4in the.world
and national situation. . This is where politics comes from, this is
working;claas.philosophy. Everyone was pleased.  Louis took down.

7 the following from one serious worker,. about 50-55 years old (varicus
questions from different people). (From Louis' mnotes): )

. .le In " this new Marxian philesophy, ‘is there any place for con-

' 'quest of poldtical power? 2. How do. you expect to take political
_powerxr in:the U.S.; 3. How can you. .create the platform for (dnsurrec~-
tion?). if economic conditions. differ in different-countries? 4. You
.ore awaiting a sipgnal-from the masses. You recelve, yvou don't send -
-slznals? - 5, Why a new kind of philosophy when this was'expresseq 100 ““
- ¥ears ago? 6.- Masses of unempleyed in. Iltaly -~ wen from country con-
tinually come and put pressure on ‘employed workers, who fear loss. of
_jobs.,”7;’American strikes lasting 6-9 months. This indicates that
they donot effect the American capitalist. American workers don't
~take part in politics; their living conditlons are better. America

©1s made up of decendents. of immigrants whose fathers nad poeliciecal
s-ideas, . As soon as 'they touch American s50il they die. The Italian _
“worker 'is socialist minded. Have looked to Russia for freedom. Since
“Hungary, much sorrow.  They Temain in the C.P. because they are so- - -
cialists trying to make 1t a fighting force. Does the American work-
er . vote and why does hie? Ts the American worker conscious? of father-
land. (patriotism?) - In Ltaly there is no longer patriotisnm, more think-.
ing internationalism. -If there is in America so wmuch pressurs on
production workers by what means does the capitalist class use to
avoid (bankruptcy?). . :

Love,

Bess
Louig




