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“pplizical Committee,
JWorkers Party. . :
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" Deaz Comrades:.

e R "1 heve - just read ine current issue of the New ..~

-In:ernatiahslsand_ncttbedubhat a -digcugsion article en:tne -
. Buesian guestion hes heen oublished. - In the courss of this
‘article. the economic developments in Russia), the nosurs oi® the "
U state and relevant questisns have all veen poeed. .leo, in.T
';the.document:on~g§g;qggl§gfggggggiém or Socimlism in the .
~getobar 1844 igsue of tne N.I. there wer2 indications of a. Do=-
‘sition on-the. Aussien gueation whlch pointed mo strongly in-a
‘certain direction thuat it ‘was necesenTy for the P. ¢, eneclifi- -
gally wo disssenclzte jtgelf from the pogltion thels: indiga:ed.

Syl SR < Undex the c¢ircumstances I wish to Temind th

o Pu2. of what has nanoened: to- my attempie tz krings cefore the
‘mempsrehip snd the readers of the Ni my studlieg on ine fuce ian

~vestion and the politlcal conc wpions I heve drawn from them.
1 quote rrom my letter of appeal sddressec to the P.CS. on

April 3; 1244 - S T _ :

. '"1) The Natisnal Conveation held in Octoter 1241 unenimcue-
"1y decided that the Auecian digcussion should continue in-
the public press as well as in the internal tillesin, - I

" pelieved thatithe time has come for eome party member to
"~ make an . originel study of the-Ruseian cueatisn and’exatine
the var1¢ueh:heories_1n tne: Lignt of the most complete
. avallable information end facts. [t tOOKk me one year t
: do;aoﬁ‘.nurlng‘tnls'tiﬁe”I*examinsdﬁall't:e-materialm--r
“ayailecle not only in-the Litrery-of Congress Ttut Throvgh- :
- out mll-librariesi in the U.S. <tat have Ruesizn collectlone.
't aleo reexamined all tre material tbnt appeared in the 7
Russian Oppositian_eullet;n;-which.included gome meterizl
not translated into.Znzlish. At the end of this time I
drafted my findings end conclusions in a document of 135 pegee.

-n2)Phe auestion now.¥as: now to present thies rmegs of natesial
to the meaterehlp. I decided. to divide the study inty two -
parte, ine firgt, os far ac aumanly ocsplible, & glatewrsnt
‘gf the economic . findinge; sne gecond vert, on acgount:of
the gaocial clasges ariaing on xhe sconomic  etructure and
‘the meshod of functioning of the Fuscien gneiety. Thie
tncluded naturslly the nolliticel cenclusicne waich flowed |
from this snalyeis. Economic evalustlcne, -*ithout the neces=—
_pary politicsl canclusions, are o typical nrastice of petiy-
tourg=cis literal apologisis. "1 surther reduced the mmterisl
to a’ totel of (100 pageS..sv T ' S

%3)Cn Decexter 1, 194%,.7 handed tn Paxd 1 %0 @om. waift who
mas the editor of the XI. I informed him of tue dlvision 1
“hed-made, He asccepted In divigion....Part I wag egerially-
munlished in the NI oY Pec. '43, Jan. and Fet. *43, -In tne’
Feb. NI there adoeared &n editorial noze tc the effact -
that these artlolee were 'discuseion material'. 1 immedintely
"~ protested. In the letler o veproch 7, 1243 1 rrote:

- 11¢-1g, in my oplinlon, false to snll facts thered

“4n & year of regearch worx in orlsxnui-accuginze Ydig-
cuseion = terial. 1 most certainly do not conoider
that I hove “discuresd® the gubject on whish 1 have.
mads such an extenclive study. You w11l recall that

. when 1 honded in amy XS {cf. alsc my letter of trane-

“mitesl) I Ftoted thettl went to-tho.srsuble of waidy

in s_completely;mechan&cal mannerk dividing feess. .
g :-rrom_poﬁitiqal-conclunions, becsuge I waa pnxisup .




that At least-the facts be set down streizht, sc

.-that.¥e ‘have at least the seme efsc-ual basie in: .-~ 70

Tdrawing our varying political’conciue{sna;,‘I'bef'; DS
lieve you compllizmented me foT doing so, Biating -

that 1z 18 tne-wey resesrch ¥ork.should be. presented. .

ng3neinqe'theh,qypu.changgd-your mind, tnat 18 yourT -
S privilegel But, what 1% seexns to 'me, you are not Tt
entitled to-do ‘1s not to inform me of your chanczed. .
1ntentions;;.;Had;IAbeen‘infqrmed of that I would
. ‘mave taken Tack the M3 end rewritzen 1t as -1 had
originally intended fo and B8 if the more nctural
‘way- L0 write, that ie, draw my political conclusions
- elong-with my metertial svidenca.” . S
"4)}1n Aucust 1943 I handed” in Far} II, which was 3C,027°E»0
,aftar;ajlapeE'q:}eix*weEKS, Com: Shachiman, the new.edisor”
‘gf tne NI, informed .me that ha refused to publisgh thls .in:
“tne NIt and. thet lengih wag- only & secondary Treason: oI
: thegrefusala.;;I“resubmitted,the-articleuw:thaut pDrotest:
» far oublication as,anfinternalfbulletin.,&g\_‘* C
*3) For five monthé thersafter I heard notnimss fron Som. .
Shachtman. DuTimg this time I nevar rsised the ghestion.
. Mesnwhila w2 had bed our natlional gconventlon. Here re hac
“renffirmed the motion of the previoue convention .ihat the
- Ruselen question be included in the topics ooen 'ty dis- .
cugcion teth in the mublic prees and in‘the internal-bulleti
Ch et ma sk - g S e e . - ’
*7) Op Msreh 23, 1944 I was finslly informed ty Co=. getes
that- the erticle is?to conform to the regulation siZe -~
B pagse, decided on m long time BZ0.2 : P .

‘"Thig, 1 submit, is = most exiraordinary procedure. I
rniever. heard of such 8 rullns except for tae-.pre-convention
pariod.’ The article was not gcubmitted in a preconvention
‘pericd and was .not concerned wlth any guestion on the
" . conventlon ngenda.....The article wasz submitted 2 monihs
Jage and. I now hemr for the first time that 1t is supnosed
_'tg;conform;to‘regulatlon.size.ﬂ I, other worde, the PC ™.
.. lg geking a paTiy member. torcusl down her pollitical views
“on‘a subliect me important ag the Ruseian queetlon to one-.
gizth of its preeent eiZe......a. : N .
' SWhatever may be my viewe on-the Ruseian odestion, Y.at-

. tempted toc-give gome ideew of the funciioning of the
 Soviet . economy. -I attempted to show that tre lar of valus
8:t111 operated and I did.this by mexne of ae careful and

. ezhoustive analysis ae pcgegitle of both of the modus -
;cperandi. and of the statistlics of the:Soviet economy, crlsesy

. “wages, etc. from year t¢ year. This at%emst, in my odnien,
grould te coneidered valuable, if only e a bastis of dig-.

cuscion in Any gircle where geriosus siudy of = gerious

nolitical question is underta<en, and 1t ie lncompretensitle
. %o =& thot the PC cen suzsest thet thie and 211 She other
‘matarial be condeneed ilnto Sizht DajeE. It i=2 unfair a0

‘me, and unfsir to the membersnip and 1z does not veflect

a seriousecientific attitude to 5 5011t1cn1_prob1em.“

7 1. %nen the abuve apoeal was rejected, I cut the arsicis to

S . P.0. specifications and under protestT, submitted 1t yet once
‘again, That wasg Moy -8, 1844. - . L . :
0 ggximxsam Pen monthe/since elapsed, and the elght-ceRer
hes remalned unpudblished. I am driven to the conclurlon that’
the PO nes no tntention cf Hublishing anything that I mrite.
‘on Ruseis eit  r-in-the NI or. in the internal bulletin, 1T
oreteat the © ratment to waizsn .1 have teen subjected, and nek
that the satcsisl I have submitted e returned to me,.

R mI-ihn:lit cleafly underetood that I have rot changéd my -
. pogition on the Russlen ouvestion =214 e wgme
‘Position on ¥ . . n auestion in tng sl:ghtegt, Hevershele




durinz these years that:I have Teen 3Ij .3 TO zet an article’:
L published ‘the situntion both in Russiam, Be well ea the.siage
‘of dizcussion on Auseia both in. tre Party~and outslde of it
‘have-chanzeds ‘Thay pow. place the discuasion on 8 new tasis
mnd. it iz on that tasip thal anythinz written by me-on the "
CRuseian’cuestion ghail be done.. L TR A

'0q§rade13-yourg;f:




0ct.30,1946°

.j';pc’

o Dee.r COmrauas°

This ia no‘t. a newa atory._ The same sub,ject haa beeen

A the topic ‘of letters from me te.the | PC for over three yearss:

Jaid think that.when the PC had. ﬁ.nally been moved Lo approve: tha
publica,tian of oy palitxcal conclusions to thestatisticel study.
‘on-the"- Russia:n sconomy- publishedin the Ni Dec. 1942 that it would

Sl ﬁnally b, possible: to write "finis™ to my constant comp‘ain»s

gbout. the PCYE non—ssrious attitude to a. vary ﬂarious study. . But'
: t turns cut od‘aamﬂo.- ' T

] ' com Erber wm jnst 1nformed e that, deapite the =
cEditoz“.lal"".'Bnmd‘s decisionithat- my article appear in tle Rovember
“4Esu0 " ef the RI, thia woull‘i not ba done dusuto techniceal . difficul-
RN Perhaps.- Tut I wish to csll the PC's attention to the =
following " faots: (1) the article was. hended in aufficiently.in. ad.-
. vance of deudline; (2) the Managing Editor, knowing that-thie LA

. has -priority,. shuld have handed in the materisl to set in type

~80’ as not to conilict with the LAg and (3) the state that it was -
impossible to heve waitod for tho printer to set the article. singe |
- that weould have mom:t & week'!s delay in theissuance of the NI aeems.
“to Bay theleast, weak. Kven under these oircumstames the Nove .-
issus would have come.out by the middls of themonth. “That 'muld
mhnve been ahead of the scheduled appearance of: many Bn. iasu.e. ‘

Sl The'lask of Bulshevik g s acrupﬁl.ounness in ‘the ha.ndling

of g1 opponent's point of view is indeed dsplorable,. particularly =

ata:time vhen (1) twe eepurate Party conventlons had voted to. .
jontinuu diccussion on the Russimn question in the press; and. (2)

‘our’ press has published opposing viewpoints by nona arty mmsberg
et has seen i‘it to koep mar views out’ of print.

: - I ask that. +h., PO acts. ;pro:rptly and-ases . that the

' art.iole gata into the current NI. I 'slso- requst the.‘b t.his lettor
- be sent out t.o all NC membara ‘and a.ltarnatea.

CUmradeJ..y youra ’

' F.Eoraat'




