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| THE INSURPECTION

'TAB newa we' have here’ ”the At gser recent cve
wb-Lle intentionslly disbor o Undey Tthigg: oon

we _ormu;ate can Have onlv otheticel and Prov

: - I% sBeens “that the irsurrbct*on TES “enontgneo's? in charactar, that
uls, “i%. Droke ocut-unexpesied- wy e lendexs, including those of the: POTE
:Mhis:fact slone showe what &an hnvss fagd veen dug between the. dnarcihigh
‘and POUM leaders, on tile one side, dnu the-working.iancseg on the othex.
The concephicon provagated u, Hin thet 9the nrﬁ“etarihu can. tzke power
Through peace;ul aeenst has Déen pr ovcn shsolutely false. - VWe know noihi
"o alnost nothing,. of the’ real vogition of the P QWi at - the tiue; of the
-1nsurrect10n. But we o not believe in ml;mCluu-“_mhe vosition oi the

Teaders of the POUX at the cec1¢1ve moment st hove Geen & szmble ‘con~
timiation of Shelr position during =il the 3rcer1nv period: < Hore ex tactly,
‘it is precimely in s decisive wonent shat the *150ﬁc*s+ acy oo left: i,
ﬁcentriqm mast oe vevepled in the most etrTiking 2nd ,ra*ic xashion;ftSuch
s wae; fores 1mﬂ ;othe fote of Martov 1p the Pfﬂnﬁs ot 1“03 and 1917
UL en-in-our owmn r“n,ﬂ.'uhe“c i ten Ffopud. .z ”qlﬁc idea oi "arﬁov as
& préscnbau ve 0% Left centriem. In uig cfiticimayef the Kerensky- "
Teereﬁelli <Dan-regine, Haxrtov.camne c;ose Lo the T ¢$nev1ks._ n xad*calism
-of eriticlem and largenes | PErEnec a——%ar*ox_wx_mﬁﬁx_eurnasseu the -

" editors of 'Lz Batalla." {(fu/in thefcepths of q}g,ggggg&ggsnesa/nc always.
»;honed to convlnce Lig adversarles. and 7ot to ovpose the pro;etariat Ho th
i pipss enemy,. That is why, at the mouent when the worksrs passed over ta
G-actlon Martov, Ivlﬂntencd Dy harshness of $he struegle, jtuped g

to plav She, role, rct of a 4335!3&; revolutionary action, but of e vocaue)
for the defeated mazses, - Fortunasely, at the Iefls of umrtov thexre wne &
revolut*onary narty that knew what it wanted. . I L

i _;Thejnltuatlon in Scazn is very. dll;e;cat.,‘lne leaaersviu of the P ‘ot
appesred to the masses up T yeqterdey.uo-oe the ex :bssiou of the’ mogt
-resolute tendency.. The worklug—c;ﬂ:s vansuard, &% Jenst in:Qsbtalonia)

-the "POUL literature very scrlously. Zat JuLt 2% %he moment when. the: - 7.
-maeses prepared to msicrialire fnﬂe oriticisn vy action, tuey found them—

" @elves pra ctically decepitated. Tas it obnrrrlsc at the tlme of tne-*a=t
--insu:r:rection? I-fe:j : no‘t-. : _ :

- ‘n'{.. B il : S 4 i 3 in ::'D;. toof every -thin? ..,;' ond dif-. "
“the pressure of tne apsses iwnoee on Hin a Bolehevik voeitiont . Thet would
,indeed be. maznificent, cnd we would rejoice herc at: the DOE”lJilitY of

conrion work “with Jin_on +lle hHasis of new historic experiences. -Bul until

oy mmy

- TUhew word comes, We &0 not kiave the Last reaeon ‘o cﬁange our eet;mate ot
':the o*z*cia_ uollc*ew of the POUU

RS ¥ hax does thc praiistice In Barcvlcnu, of waich tlhie cebles nnaaﬁ

'mean “the defeat of fhe insursonts, setermined’ sbove all oy the incon;;s—- :
“teney of the lesdershin, or the éirect cepitulztion of the lenders, s
frightened by the pressure of Lhe masses? Te o not Jmew e yeb, -Foxr

the mornent the strupale seens Lo be centinuing outeide Bercelone. Ie e’
 new resumotion of the oifeneive in Zarcelona posslble? ¥ill rot the | _
. repres wgion, on-the nerd of the st711‘15+"TG+OIWLFu goun  ive g new lapulee.
"to the pction of Tthe moseee? Ve yolfredin ITow ulbu¢uuini.dcsh o LEek S
“of accurate information, griticien of the len vderenin in opy case retaine
ite deciegive luporiimpe, whntever uny e tie im-edizte covree of events.'

o In epite of m-u*unna-nsn +the migteXes ond weslmesees oF the insureectlion,

‘we resrin before the outside world iraisqo]nolv sound o the aefented.
wozkere, ui this does noh-=een sporing the 1esdershin, niding its
.-L

inconsietency, cnd ltceping silént vliout its w:etpnes_unéer Bhies n:etch of .
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purely senuincﬂ al le'darlsy.

It_neeﬂs very probavle’ +that this impreseive &3 p erbénce Vlll Jrovoke'
la. snli* in the Follf. The elenents: that exuludea the T*ots{ylsus end .-
fratern;zed with the Brandlerist snd 8.A.F. leaders —— thae cagb~0fLf. | -
‘7abbish of 8t sliniem == will definitely betray +the revolution by seehlﬂg'
tte mercy. and then the fzvor of the ioscow huresucracy. On “the other:
hand; the revolut*onary clements must undersiend that there ie 10 Sk
intermedidry vebtween the Fourih Internsbiongl snd betrayal. Faclli=
tate and pocelerate this politicael "diffs renslaxlop, oar'crltaczsu snd“td
‘be frank, open and even implaceble. In the first vlace; zllour:
.comrodes: “uat undersﬁand ‘the inconsist ﬂncy of %he wpolicy of passive .
indulgence smaﬁﬂﬁn sancticnea by our friends VlCuOT fSerge, -Sneevliet,
Versecken and others. .We oush kruw how. to.draw from Wreau ?Vﬁntshﬁll
“tne con01451ons necpsaar to pPrepare une futu:u.t‘ B REEE

'FTher'nalou _"*nr : —eds T, i:)ls~voo evlﬁenn for
Wiig ust e eiuphasized Fa. above 211 the - differences
ﬂoﬂh szill remazna a Cetaian or*anlaa+ian. Its leaders n;evnnteu in its’
“time. entry into othe Sdeialiat: na;ty, covering Lneir-*nndhmc tal. onﬁorn
“ism with a steriié. 1ntranQ1"cpuc. It is to he hoped, howc"er, th?t the
. evente in Catelon1a will produce fismires and eplits in the roks of’ nhe~
‘Scecialist vperty and the U.%.%. .In this case 1% woul“,oe fatal to be’
confined within she cadres of the PCUM, which mo;eovcr ¥111 be mack
Yeduced in the weeks %o cowe,. It is necessary ho turn towards the” _'

" anarchist masses in Catzlonia, towazrds the Socia 115» ené Communiet: massea
“elgewhere, It is mesesssTy £0 Ly to moke upifor oa*‘—jme. A eellofr-
five revclutionisis in the Sccialish purty 9T 1n'uve of ficial army: is " |
'wucn ‘more imporiant Then o group of fem ox trc iy w kers separated
from the nasses. . Tt is noét o cuestion of eucrvin¢ she-clé ez tarnal

C fo"ms, tut of CIEAtlng new noints-of supe or+ for the ruture, :

RO & *he defﬁat i8 severe. {zand we cennot measure ite sevarity frowm
. nere) it is Ffar frow teing definitive. . Wew elemenis 1n Spainﬁiteelf o
RN o ¥ of in France cen determine z new TEVOIUulﬁn v ouns wing. B T

It is uertalnly wery difiicult to nv LlCu, 090001911y";ro ?far;
when and wow -tle Spuuish~0:t7§ uiA_.UOJc, dtobody can, in ony case,
caffirm in advence thet uhc-vovol tiﬁnqry force of the admlrable k
- Iberian proletoriat is, sxhouisted, Hut o nropere Tor October,. the
revclutionary vengurrd must e forewarned nvulnsﬁ everything tkat is"
ambisuous, .confused, eng equivocnl in<the aaper layer of the prole~ '
tarist, natlionally ana interantionally. He who does not have courame:
“ho oupose the Fourth International to. +hie- Second and tihe Third will
never nave the cournge to lsod the workers in *hco decigive combats.
He -who renglns cormected with the Nrﬂﬂcle;u, the 8.A.P. nconle, the
Kaxtong, the Fenner Hrochvays, cnn only welrzay the zroletrriat on the
" very eve of the cziibot o —~ine e cownal. The Iuerien vorkers
should be meje. to wnderst-nd now ihat the FPourth Internstlional wuepns
the sclentific prooroa of i ravalution, couricencs in the
‘magees, Aistruat of 1 ol : = evory etnap, and tho will to
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e Tha, %paris‘i ravolution has in the nyr,ﬁ of. !..(..V&“TLCG{. TJGI'L’.“TS
CTnoImous as.r-'xificanc St omly as nn: ‘-1lsugc)r1ca._ svant of orimpry
U fmnortance, b also, ab o gohook 0f TevolutlonuTy atratesy’, Tdens

End "inds _‘V&ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ.s are: Loing "'U..)";\.tfm‘ to an ezcepiionnily izzportant;
'one wav, gAYy an infalliible, htest It is an obligation for over: aexzic
L iarxist to. study noet only the nven‘ts of the revo]ufion, bm. also. . 2
’ -'uhe oo’i.i“'icr:.l positio*m whioh are-Soken in our ouwn ranks oy various
.grmms and 1'301 wtad mi“it'mw ¥ ..th T zord “to. the Snunish ovents,

Com, Vor. -m" Com. Sneevl; .

- In th 8: 1c=t+er I ot llu Iike to dﬂell on & pm*ticmlesr casc tm'l:
one that 1n inatrustive in the highest derree: to examine the position -
‘of Gon, Ver, ans of the directing allitante of our(Belrlandsection, Yex
GAVE TH® ROPORT I THYE "!‘D"“lls}‘ ricetion ai the mectiIfy or the Cenhzai -
Gowmittae_of the Snainl RevolutionaTy Party held at the end 6f June
“thie venr.  The record oi’ his repors, published in the intcrnnl Bt.lleun'
Y - megtion for June-July ., “a oxtremely short, perhops 23567 .
Tet; bt it glves nevertheless a clear enough .picture of Com,
_ Ver'amn takeq, mistakes that are. as d*mp-r\r 18 forour P&.-l pion: secton
qs for the -vro"e Intevnatien'ﬂ.. o . o e
,Cmfl. Bneeviif), head of ‘$he Thitch R.S. A.I’., h‘.ﬂ'bacn"in'cd -J'pl'et
snlidar.t‘ty, ns is knowy, with the policy of the P,0.U.M. and bag thus =
. ghown clen¥ly +0 what extent he has becone -:npuratw. froz revelutionazry
“Marsimm,. -Com, Ver's case ie somewint dfferant. Ver 4p more coutious
‘Hig armments, in the past as well a8 now, nre mingled with raservations
#on the onec hand". "on the ofher hond*, He occupiee: with regard to- the
PO o "eriticel! position, borrowing minmerous nroumente fron our co:mmn
arsennl.- MTut fimdnmentally his @entriast) position iq iateh wore ikely Ho
bring eonfusion into our ranks 1T ~onition of CGom, Sneevlit.. Por .
this Teason ii is necessary tn mibmtt tlw cnnce:w"rions of ‘Jex' to carr*i‘ul
critioism.’ ' . .

Onuim si‘ic frntnlign~a 't"rs.-mrc' of nnf 1 T

Yer mave hipg T""}Ol‘i; Bhefore the cv-ushinr of Lhe PGU‘l ar.l'bef ore
the vile nasn vendnnd t2om of itg hc-nu e tho agente of Stalin In Siain
(Antonov-(}vae entl:n nnd othera). Ve will defend Sho m2auory of Fin nnd: 1115
compunioma ioiaenbly srainat hn Trandere of “he scoundrals in Mosoow:
and »lgewhere, - But the twvazic fate of MWin cannot clmnge our politieal .
Jantiaontes, dictanted by ftho histt)rical intecrepha of }u, ':*clr'tvrim md
not Ly s Y iaental ommidcrnti MO,

o n Loner Yine COom, Yer hs bren eoiploel e,'.l} niet ken in his
evnluntion of the PO, thinkins theld under the proanore of events this-
Cearhy would, uo o ““m\.c, cypive Tarbonntionilyt torerd tha 125 and
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. +hat our pelicy in Spain would he liumited To a4 "eritiealt support ofl’
 the. POUM. wrents have ahsolutely disproved this Tatniistic’ and opli=-""
-mistic prognosis, extremoly chorocseriskic of Centrist, bubt by no means. -
© Marxist, thinking, It i= enough tc recall here that thls. ocome Fatniletlia -
“pptinism fwbued the whole nolicy of the POUM, whose direction had asdaphed
1tmelf to. the anarchist leaders, in the hope that they would enker st
matioally. the path of the proletarian revolution, just ns Var had ‘ndapted
‘himself to the leaders of the POUH, A1l these expechiations were couplete—
1y destroved: - events lurled the annrchist leaders, as well as: the leader
of the POUM, not o %he left Tmt tc the right. Ingtead of openly “recog -
" nizing the falnemess of his policy, Ver triass to pass over omrrepbitious-
iy %o a new position, distinguished rrow that of the:day bafore. onky- by
. an even greater confusion, : ] ‘ E el T

Charackarisntlon of the CRORRY

Tfn distinction to the C.1N.T. and the FoAlIl., whiockh have . ezisted
for dozéns of years! — B> Ver Legine hls report -~ "ihe POUE dis regant, .
heterogencons, its loft wing is weake ! This desaription renrsecnts oo
radical condermation not only of the positién of Sneevlies, ut slso of
Yer's own previous position., Tsr where is the promised evolubtlion tomard.
-the leftt At the same time this cheracterization of the POUH &5 yurpose-
1y vezue,  The "left winz is weak". The word "lofi't means noithing in
this context. . Is he referring to the Harxtst fraction of the PO oz
to the 15t centriat fractlon? - Tor intoentionelly sefrasing from- -~ L
answering this quegtion. e will ppsver for bims | no MHarxist Iractlion of.
‘anv congeque.ce, sincs the sxclusion rf the "Trotskvites®, hoe exfisted
in the POWH, Bﬁt oven the 1eff fraction of the centriste is wenli, “Om .
this. point Ver 1s Tight.. ‘Tt thig meoane only thoat after slx ycars of. o=
" porisnice in the revorntién the policy of tho wO: is deternined by the
Tight centristsa, Such 1g the arvarnished eagkiy’ trakh, Dol el

- gom. Ver Yeriticizes® the POIM
Now let ue hear how Ver critisizos the FOUM:

. #uigtakes of the PONiz  rallving 1o the People's Front at the
time of the elcctions. Thev. repaired this arror on the 19th of July. Wy .
armed strugrle.” Another mlatake: partioipation in the sovermment and"
the dissslution of the comulitess. Tt = fher they had come out. of the
governzent o clnrificontion took place 1in the POWLT o

L A1l +hise veominds one, at first glance, of larxist critlcienm, .
Aotnanlly, Yer uses sterilized frapoents of Marxiast eriticism not to - -
“umvell -but on the contrary to nask the opportunist taotics of the POUM—
and hie own, sbove all one is struck b the Faet that for our eritle it
18 a cuestion of 1oolnted *rnistalktes? on the part of tho PODM and not of

a Marxist avpraieel of thelx whole policy. There can be Yoistakes® in
_anv orgmulzetion, MNarx oade mistales, Lonin wade mistakes, aleo tha
_Bolshevik party ns n whole, Tt theze mistekas wero corrected-in time,
+hanks o the ncourncy of the fundanental line. For the POUM 1t is'm
muestion not of ipolatad #aq gtakaat but of n fundamentnl “line whion is
nonerovolutionary, coatrist, thet ie ®eo any aszentially onportuniet, In
oth~T wordg, for n revolutlonary orrty "oistakes " are the ‘exoeption; for
tha PUINI the axception 1a a Lo inelated norroct etond.; g L

The_310th _of July 1936 - §

]

yer roninds me rthas on the 19th of Iuly 1038 Lhe POUN par—
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*Lc.bpated in "hc armed stmsgle, of murae’ nly a outuuer—fevcluuiomr"

.

- orzanization would have been able not to. participate in this Btrug—‘la’. . o
_which comprised the whole proictariat: nome of.us, 0 Lriously, hag sp

e t h v could particirvaotion in the struggle of tha
aﬁ&éi‘e‘g‘hﬂ}gn %{;Ee 3’?{‘ ) ?._.posed 11;‘§'u=i.r policy on both the annrchista md

#HE the mocinlists as well as the POlilleta, "repnlr the errort of parti~

c¢ipation in ths Peoplat's Front? ~ Perhops £he POUH. changed the fxmdaznent& i

dirvection of. i%s rolicy? Hot et 211! The sktmgzrgle of the 15th of July;
in goite of the real viectory of the rorkers, ended “in the anbimuity of- dud
power only beonusc ne orgnnizetion had the necessary clesr-heandednees and
. ocourage to carry the.strugile. through to the end. .  .The participation’ of:
Cthe POUN in the: People's Front wao not & fortuitous fmistake® but tha

infallible sipn of 1%s opportuniet choaracter.. . In the July doys c:ﬁ.y;_thc

Sexbternal situatlion had chang;ec‘., ut not the. centTint chiracter of the*

. parky. . The ‘POUH adapted itself to the electoral. cechanisn of the: Poople's

Pront, The zigzag of centrien to the ieft completed ite zipgzag to the
Tight, but in no woy repairs it. ind duzing 1%s zigzas_ to the lefi “the .
PUUTJ held wholely intact its hykrid nos.’..'tion qn'.i '}rnm se:ly i*x x.cvinu t‘iia
prop'rred +the c-zt'w.at*opheo the ,ut‘urt..

The na.rtir-ln-1 on in the :rovern)aent

~ "The other mistake' - soyo Ver ~ Pwas r.ne‘oar'l.ic..xpation .‘m 'E‘.hq
-government apnd the dissnlution of the comaittees.” Cihiere couldithis
Yother mistake® hnve come from, AL participation in thc_: Judiy insurrvec-—
tion hed “*epa_reu" the provious fc.lsa‘ poliey? Actuslly, partielipdtion’
in the govermmznt wae a nev sigzag that sprang from the centrist noture

of the narty, o, Snecviiet has weitten -that he "undersionde® this pmr--'
‘\tj.ci-pation. Alnae, tThis amblpuous formaml {:43 Ehat Sneevliiet goos -

‘nos undergtand. the lawa of the class gtrazTle in the epoch of the- Tevom
Iu?.ion. . The July daye of 182G, when the SCataionian proletariat, "d.th
~gorrect lﬂndersb"'n, could, ‘"ithout pdditionnl erforts or amcrifices._. '
have seized power and opened the ern of the diczato*snip of the prmieta-
riat throushout Apaln, ended, larpely througl the Tault of the POUM, in -

z regine between the 131'01017-13'1&1: conmitieca) and the bourgeoisie, rep—--
resented by its lackeys: (9tnlinied, Anarchist and Socialist leaders). =
The inkerest of the workers was to do away with the eguivocal and donge- .
rous. gltuation az rapidly os possible, by hending over all pwer to. the.. .
committres, that is to the Spanish govicis.  The task of the. 'mmrgcoiaic,
on the: other hand, w28 &6 42 miay with the coumittees in the name cof-
"anity of power,.' The pavticipation of lin in the povernment was a coX~"
pornte part of theplan of +he boqueoiaie, dlrected “gainst the prole-~’
tariat. IT Sneovliet "understands" suol & thing, so muoh the worse for

. him, Yer is more cautiousd: he speaka of the pﬂ.rticipa.tion in the govern- |
o

ment o the "other mistake." Hot bad, thisg "ulstoke which consiated in-
direotly supporting the :“m.rornrae*zt of the oourg;eoipie arainat the wor— -
Irers' cmwmi‘t'izces' . :

‘ ¥Buth — Vor hastene to Break the ;mint of s c'ri*i:i._ciam'- o
iafter they hnd eonze out of the morarnaent a olarifiention took place

in the POILN . This $g an obvieous untruth, which Ver hinself has refuted %

in hisz cho rnct.nri-*atlnn of &ha POINY, Aready quoted, wE n Mg‘. _
party in <hich the left $g wonk. In whet thon does thig Yelaritfication! .
conelst, after ~hich aven the left ccentricts conetitute a feeblo zinarlty
in the partyy 0= pethaps hy "elarification” =» should wnderstnand ... the
erclusion of the Holshevill-Loninista? : L

The Sriticiss of the Internntionnl Seeoratinrint .
VYep moeg aver Tapdther in defendin: the onese of ocembrdioon,  Alter
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'*numafatin'r the “r.uatakva " of the FOU:; he 1med§.ately E’OGB on to em:me—
rate, in the interest of symmetry, the Amistakes" of the Intevnatiorml ;
Secretnris Leu us bring in.once asnin the Literal uo mtion..

Miigtakes of the T.5.3° ten days after tl‘c"TE)th c-f July' they hsd
_no uo:;* tio’*x in Parls. They did not understand the imporiance. of
the aventns . They 4id¢ not sitend tho Bruseels co*ﬂ.’ercncc'--f thay o 1ied
‘oo li‘berally' the Paric resolusion. - They should have: p-ofitteu h-- this
., opgonslon to push. the 20U tovara a ravolutionpry pollcy: Th"-y Qat
- ‘{//t :selvos off from fiin ny ‘the publicatlon of rrots:ry‘s '?chr.

L (me cannot hel:.eve onets owm oyes 4n ron ing -.‘nie “_a.ccur'u.ﬂtion E
of “accusa‘tinns“i S Uaturally, the I,3, ney have Been gulliy of certain -
practionl regli ences and even of aarbain poiifical nis:.al"es.. CBut - to
plaoe theeg. on t..r' same Lovel ag the cp:)ort undstic policy of  the PORI
ie 4o take onio oncoelf the inepproprizte zole of arhiter between o ps:ety
whioh ig bogtile %o us ond our ovm international organization, . Jom,
Ver-reveals hers, not for the first time, a dispiriting lack of senne of
proportion. lowever, let us exanir.o ‘his ¢ cmsatio*m zoTe clesely, :

. ) “”P!‘ ﬂ.\'ﬂ.' f‘ft“'ﬁ' tlhie 18tk of Jtll the. J-QSO haa nc “{‘51?—10“‘ ‘hﬁ"\*k
.ting that +hie ia correct, what was' the resson for 247 . ,,ac‘f of -inforie=
tion?  Excesgive .camutiont ey ‘does not explain, . Of course, it iz bet-
ter to hzve o "positiont im*uec.intely. But on one - confitions " that 4% -
‘'ghould be correct., ~ The 1,8, is the suprems adziniptrotive institution,’
It had to be very r‘autious in talkineg n polifticnl position, the more so.

‘ae 1t wos not tmmadinteoly directing and cou].d not direct the stmgsle in

“Spain., But if "ten davs afsert? the I.S, hod no poesition, one yuar. mter
Alie 19th of July Com. Ver. ocmmifw o, .,holcly Tulze position, ‘thia g+

- 1!=co:npar‘)h1y *'m.uqo. ; . . : : . S

'1‘!\0 Bm«selq conﬂ,renca

: It YRS BRCUSBENTY, yau eae, %0 toke part once o nin in the nit iful
. a.m! paltry eonforence of centriets in Brusscls, in crder “to push the . .
I¢Upbarsyd o revolutionery pol The POV Bhou;cl have been 4 ced
1dttpnaryspnngtsinbBarholihg {1031538 eﬂncbﬁr‘ﬁ GEig ﬁE

Irabkotheyfhrat time. that we haod encountorec ufle 1%2. ers 01,8%?:_?045
‘A AT for eix venrs we had not attemptad to "push! thein onto thc road
of. Tevolutiorry polioy! . Je uned cvery methec and every pat ‘armdsnt -
correspondence, sendlng of delepates, orranizational’ connecti.on, numnroug_,-_
articies aond ‘entire pamnw.n*“ss, finally mitliic eriticlenm, :ievertnglg.ss, .
inatezd of adoptine a Marzist polley, %ho lenders of the PCUN, frizhtenad . .
by the Anexorazile rr-quirm;b nte of the mevolution, definitely ad opted the -
1ine of contrien, vor Ver, mll this is cvidently 2 slip of no imvortance.
That would have hnd onormous Amwortnnoa, it scens, Ag,..5he centrist
confarencsa in Brusscls, whera Ver, pefore one or two POUL leaders, would
have given a epeaoh thrt at begt woild have repeated whot had been soaid
and writton hmdrods of times Lefore the confercnee. Tl*ia_ti e agadn
GOJI. YVor "'o“.nt‘ﬂ on'!: the gentrist. with the sectarion. ]

b + t. Ln
t‘w snotsu;-inn the suprene moment of ecxigtence 45 tha
which he wchihitn hingel? at the ihousandg z»nn Tiret cont r-rvncc.

tpot m:y 9 5 letiox

Pinalliv; thoe Lask neonantion: the Funl;czwion of Trotaky's ,Loft(
fhe letter, ae Tar as I mow, was not dosigned Zox mu blicntion, But one |
muet ronllv hnwve Tagik thoe Tnet n!rmus of nulii.:ncnl ineicht to sco. 1:1 the ,
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_publiecation of this letter sn iupertant determining factor in our Tela=:
“tiong with the POUM, - The lehter desoribed the partlcipation in the: bloc
“with the bourgeolsie as a hetraval of the proletariat, Is this yight- ow
‘wrong?!  Te have never suspecesd the jusity of Win's intentlona.r Bug sthe’
political evaluantion of bis participation in the Psoplels Front as snach
o7 betrypyal wao sbsolutely correct. . How, however, could the punlicatlon
of this lebter "cut us off" from Winl  Tven before the publiecation.of.th

“letter we were sufficiently. cut off from:him, and noy by accidenty. his;
“whole policy went in the opposite dircetion Irom ours. 1% wns not for
" gome whim +hat i7in breke with us three years before the publicationiof -
Trotaky's letter.  Or does Ver mean perhaps that after thoe glacticona Hin v
wne evolving toward uwe and that the publilcation of the letter ‘gshtoppedT 0
this evolution?  Ver's words can hove: no other mesning, adudtiing that *
. they have even s shadow ol meaning. SActually, as we know, Hin and his!
. friemds contirusd o think that theoir varsicination in the Pecpletls PR
- Pront and after wards in thc government. was correst, and they dopanded -
‘gvan the wenewsl of this participations - There teo 1% was a question mot
of a "mistake® tut of an contire politicel line. JFinally, i ome adwite. -
. aven that the PO mmderstood thefmistalke" of heving participited in 17
“ the Peonle's Tront;, ‘how could tha publication of %he letter, containing - -
© a sharp analysie of thlg mistake, prevent “ha evolution of the POMET.. Ts c
Ver irving to say {4f he is btrying 1o say (oythdng?)  that Hin wae =000
L offended Ty the lottcr that he decided to reiturn fto hie previcus dncoT—
rect ‘nositlon’ But subh an opinicn is too insuliing fo Hin who was
7 muided by political ideas, and not by ‘pconaiderations of petty persnonsl... O
.. gelf-conceid, ” . - T o B e
IR - “such ‘gro the Wmistakest ol she-I.5. -which Veroyabz on tho sames U
- level aes the pentrist policies of the PO, In thie he showe only that.
~ ‘himsolf occuples an Intermediary positicn between Narxlsm snd contrieln,

The nreparation for the Mov davn (1987)

Jer then procecr.irs to the eventz of llny of this venr,
S U1+ gnn be mailntnined," he says - Ythat the PO ims cxpocting
then and w2 crmiing. The seope of the events took the perty wnnvnres,
But any party =ovld have Lern dnken unomres,” o - R

R . Bvery sontence a mistnke, moreover not an aacidental isiagtake but:
the produst of o Tulse politieal line, The events of idy cold be |
tforesesn” and prepaTed for in only ong way: by declaring an implacahle -
struggle apainst the jyovermaents of Catalonia and Spain; by refusing #ll -
politicnl eollaboarntion with thom; by opposing their owm party te all o
other parties, tha% 1s %o thelr dirccting veniors, narticuiarly and gbove &
21l %o the londership of tho CNT (trade unionsg). . Yot aliowiny the masees
for one ingfpmt to  confusge the revolutionary leadwrs with the lackeys -
of tha hourrmaoisiel - An unccupromising wollcy of this Xkind, with, of .o .
course, aotive parsicipation in the military atrugzle and in the revolu-
tionary wovesents of +the narpos, would have assuraed to the POUI an
unghaknrhle mathoritv amome all the workers, above nll usomp the
pnarchists —ho r~ongtituto the gront majority of the Gatnlondmn proloto-
riat, Instend of +that, the PO demnnded the roentrance of ite leaders

~ into the counter—rovolutionary sovernaent and at the sanc tine asserted
_in every igmue of 9La Batclla® that the workers could take power without
n Tight, It -azoeven with 4hilo goal *hat the PONN flounched the inlsn=
t41e vrojeet of o apeclal comnwess o ha convokod Ly the hourpmeolis go—-
vernmemt 1n orvder %50...0008 over the power to tha workers mnd ponesnts,.
Thip iz prestesly why the YOI wes dolen vnasores and why the avends
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of lay were for it only another stage on the road to catasirophe.. “Buthr -
eries Ver — “any party would have been taken unawaresg,." This unbelievebls
. semtanes shows once agsain that Ver dees mot know the ‘difference hetwaen
centrist nnd a Narxist party. Ome can, of course,. recopnlze $hat & real
maes ineurrection zoes beyond, ho n greates ow Legs donres;’ any . ravélne
tignary party. But the differencs iicH precisely inh the, gecrec: ‘hers
too gquontity ohanges into quality. - A centrist party 25 enrrict avway . by
events and lg dmowmed in then, whereas o revolutionary party in e Tine)
show=down- dominntes then and sssures the vigtory.. = . e vl

v

Whefenpive and not nffemsiwvet

i . 8pn. 4he 4th end Bth of Hay" -~ Ver conbimres — Pile pelicy {of the
POWMY was correct: defemsive nnd not oifeneive. - To mareh onto the -
4taking of pawer would have bhoen adventurigs in the contingencies ef the -
‘moment., The grent mistake of tho PN woas that it thmew gut fllusions
during the retreat and rassed off the aafents aa o vigkory." o o T e
. You see with what apothecary's precision Ver weighe and halencsy.
" ghe "eorrect¥ metions and the “miziakes" of the POUK, 'However, his whole.
nrgument is nothing but error.  Who anid - and where? - that to go. on in~
Moy +to:the taiting of power wasg aaventurlsa? | This was nos, cbove all; the
-opInicn of the PO itealf. The day before it wns still- cesuring-the .
" workers that, $f they only wenied to, thay would take power without.a
#ight, The workers “wanied o." Therein iz the adventuriom? -The ale—
ment of vile provocatiom on the poxt of the S%slinista is,. fros the poind
of view which intereste ue hers, of secondary importance. . A1l TLhe repoxis:
‘aftar the svents show that wizh n lendership with any gerisdsness and oon=.
‘Fidence in itsel? the vietory of the lfay insurrecilon would ‘bave been . -
asmred, - In this sense the POUH was ripght when &% wmald thot the woriers
could take power 1f they Pwnnted %o." It forgot only to 2dd: unforiunetes-
1y you have no revolutionary leadership. The PO aould not lead the o
Cniolonian proletarint to the revolutionary of fencive becaise ——and only
 because— a1l ite previcus pelicy had rendered it incapable of rach’ -
1111'31!1151'\’5..' . o oo ) - ekt

tHrhe Julv davst of 1817 -
vthe Uavy davael n%—%ﬂ—gﬂﬂ?_ / .

S . At thie'toint Com, Ver can, however, rotors: "Put cven the . .-
Belshevike 1n July 1917 did not doclde to selze povwer andd 1imitod thewe
selven to the defeneive, leeding the masses out sf the line of Tira with -
na fen victirma as peesiltie, why thon war this proelliey not. sultnblie Tor ' .
the PCUUIY Let us oxpaine thie arpument. Courades Sncevliot and Ver -
aps vary fond of reminding us thnt Spaln "is not Russla®, thot 1t is lm-
possible to rpply "Aussian® mathods there, etc, Abstract homilier of thi
%ind make no szrious impression. ‘7o11l or badly, we have endeavored during.
the past eix years to nnnlyze the sonorete conditions of the Huanish *
- rovolution, fvan nt the beginming we warned that ono met not exnect o
rapid rheibew rhytha in the devolpamt of eventa, in the aanner of Muesla:
1n 1917. ©On the contrary, wae used tha analogy of ithe great Fronoh re-
volusion, which, Degun, in 1788, npagsed throurh a sories of stames hefore
attaining, in 1793, itc oulminntion, mat it 1s precigely bocnusge Wi are
not nt a1l inclined %o schamatize higtorice evanka that we do not oonsidex
1+ poanibls to trnnenor: thoe tretica of tha Dolabiovilke in July 1817 in -
Patergoury to the cvontas of Hay 1657 1in Catalonin. - "9pain 18 not Wsela.B
Tha i FParontintinge. Teatures are tno obvious, : o L




The armed demongs ration of the Petersthurg proletariat broke out
four months efter the beg zinning of thexrevolution, three uonths aftor tha
Bolshevilk party nad 1launched a traly RBolshevik progran {Lenin¥s aspril- '
theses).. The overvhelwing muss of the nopulat'on of the gj.gzmt!.c count:ry &
‘was only juet beminuing o emerce from the illusionsa of February. ,A'!:
the - :.’ro.;t wag an anty of twolve millio'a men who were only then ‘:Jeing
touched by the first ramours about the Bolshevﬂ:s. In thess: ccmd.;‘hions-
the isoliated insurreetion of the Petercburg proletariat would heve led .
inevitebly tc theéir being erushed, It wns neceasrry o godn time. LIt

. was thBEP cirmmswmces tihat de uermined *th, tactlc of the Bnlsha"ikfe.*

- o0~ In Spatn th evmts m? E.mr tocL "}‘Lam. not after fouyr .xso':"‘ :
-bnt after aix- vears of revelution, - The masses of the whole sountry !
have had & gigmntic experisnce, 5 1ong tine apo they lost the illusiona
of 1931, ng well gaa the warzed-up illusiona of the Feople's Front,. .

Again and amain . they have showmn %0 every partz of the country thet they
were rendy ta oo through to the end,  If the-Catalonian proletariat h&d
-gelzed power In Iay 1937 ~ ae it hed really ceized it 4n July 1938 -«
they woulki have Tound support throughout all of Spedin, . The bourgapis—-
Staliniset rTepotion would not even hove found two regizents with whitoh ‘to
‘ecrush the Catelonian workers.. In the ferritory occoupied by Francd no‘t
only the workers tut -plso the peasants would ’*u.vo turned toward the
Catslonian proletariat, would hove ipolated the Fascist nrmy ond. brrmrht
‘marctkiem sbout its irrcaista HAe disintegration.. It is doubiful ‘rm.uht.v dn

"§§§§Sn%%“3é%“%b%%§-ﬁ£%}zﬁga’i“s.%%&n.om Bavg Risbadahlnavingette-

.ﬂe'ne ﬂﬂterinlly 1"1*309‘2 iblo, or ot 11,'13‘“ x"'rerqe‘Lv dsmrz,‘amus.

i : T herec ie an element of .mvcr-
. turaj't" in every . inmurr ec"'.to*x 4 d
.,rﬁntv pmi rishk. But all thg ?ébsemxc\ltiﬁgrgg geeéﬁgﬂié}aﬁr—gig{i;aﬁ
. thot even in the ‘cage of des e sitant @ z e D e Of
e necoaparnbly more favorable thian now, .
:gglgug%vanz*eghi revo]u tonary party would kave _s.smrcd 11:3 :Eu‘ﬂtra..

4! vh&t the -

K hat doea Vexr base his categerical atateoen

'bn..'i'ngi' ogt'-r of :o;e im Cotalonia would 11?!-:&;: beogmig the 2:21‘.1:1%:3112%125
heolutely no ,unl IR v

of the moument, "adventurian“? Cn a hing, A

' o 3 : the impotence of centrledn and a F=ts)al

g;giggli?'y ,“fﬁgx a2 nmI -r:mqina only the left shadow of cen*‘risnz.

Ve_n: anfonds the axoluszion of 'tne holal\svik-han,\ngg 8-

- Tho ﬁonoluaing .Linc-b of the rscorrl nre on thoe }ﬁg;} %ﬁtvg; ';tgle
reports "thev eav that there 12 o demoeracy in 1-112 ?131. T gt
Bordivisue wented to pﬂter sur prryy we would \mca’c_:"b .of " nc;tgim hough -

vitrout fraotien rightrn “Yho srya thioa? A ey 'ﬁ. chxicir}ts 10T,

revolutionary who mmbers himsold awong the ls?l‘*hm c;-pm ; u.é s

herd to tell. Ver 4s D1ty satiafied with the ¢ efgei a::?. g

The opportunists exsluta the rovoly 1ktonariern 'fro;'x it repolug'i..ovlariep"
3&*;5: ihe gpporhun isfu P .sJiggitckggn}:ggﬂt}:qn;m{}z; }t’;vi‘dvo the Poun at

1 ue reot

?;*xgli“{zi‘-::i?? At 11‘?- r-l"*hceﬂt hoterosencens party, itso loft ulinﬁt;‘t:r]y'

x:r;ﬂ‘- W ‘5‘“'"3 4his hetaropencous pariy, in iis ¢osance, co. .Jioggd iﬂ*’er-n—
of fractinn:: pnd sno-freaotions, the Pod oxaludes not the mg:ﬂ; cnu.gsw
1:',-"ts', nor tho negty-bourgeols ;mtn_g?i?ﬁr;ﬁ:é-\:ﬂief?,nziiﬁ;‘ 2% gowrs r;\.r. 7
o i 3 34 s ol shicvik~-lan )

ﬁﬁvagﬁ;‘tiiq?“ f:JL‘+' 1?.1'.91121351’-‘—?{“1173191;“ Vo nnuraven of the -rmlc:ibzmr{ 3 it

vayTeesieng *‘u e m*.tri ts. i in prenconplndg, vou oo, hy tho juz

S

Yiew -rnim gy
onl quesilon of tno righis ol -0 e, nnd owot Ly the qol!.t;ml
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aquestion of their program and tactios, In the eyes of & Harxist the xre—
“wvolutionary. fraction inside a centrist party 3e a pesitive fact; ~thesso~
~4arian or opporiunist fragtion in the ravolutionary party ie a negative
faet. . -That Ver should reduce tha guastion to the simple right ot fan0=

7 - %ions to exist, chows only that ho haw conpletely wiped out the line of

demarcation between centrisn ant Harrzionm. - Here is what 4 true: darzdet’ .
would may: "They say that there 185 no demogracy in the POMS, - This is not
. true. - Democracy does exist there — for the right—wingers, for the: . " .
centrigte, for the confusionists, but not for the Bolshevik-Leninistz."
- 'In other words, the extent of demoeracy in-the POUU is deterwined by the
'.';}ealicontent of Ats centrigit policy, radically hostile o ‘revolusionary

Unpardonsble sally

Tt Ter does not mtop oven there. In the interesk of the de—
fense of the FOUN Le redotts to o dsrect colurmy (there is no olhax word -
for itl) apninst ovur comrades in Catalonla. fifhe T,-1, geetion of -~ 77
‘Pareelona! - he enya - "was nade up of carcpeigte ond adventurors.T- 0ag -
eannot pelleve onals own cyest Tho is saying thig? A socinl dewocrat? -
A -B¢alinies? A bourgeois enemy? o, 1t e gald by 2 responaible militah.
i1 our Belgian section. This 45 vhet L% meane to cling to wistalca . EE

_unecoverad by ths whole march of evantal Tomorvow the agents of the GPU -
in Barcelons, if the Belglon Bulletin f£21lg. into their hands, will says -
¥EBy Ver's own confassion the n,-I., nrec cavearists and adventurerc. They .
muet be done awav with accordingiyl? T 4think that 31t is the duby of
&1 our sectlons to declare that we reject with indiguation this . . -7 .

“inmdmissidle aally of Com. Wer and that 7ith all ouy internationzl autho~
‘rity we support our young Barcelonian orzunization. I will add herel .
ae 18 shown by thelr programsatic call of ths 19th of July of thip vesr,

“our. comrades in Barcelona undersiand the tasks of the vevolation with o

" inecomparnbly sroeater depth and soriousmess than Ver. . The real "miagtake"

‘of the Internationsl Secretariat consists rather im 4thnt up. to the preaent-
time 1% las mot condermed Ver's ciatement and bas not insistsd om ita - .7
‘gondemnation by our Selgian section. A P

Onca rorxe we rasy help Cz'nrat Ve hRE:

To rolrrn S0 _the gorract line, :

W C )

N\ -

: YTe have not the slichtest intention of agsravating A oagrecnonts,
7e have oncountersd Com, ¥er in varlous sonditions and at-differant. oo
stages of the developmant of 4+he Delgian scetion snd of thoy internatifnad. .
organizaotion, A11 of na have learned to appreciate the davotion ol Jod.
Ver to the cmiee of the working class, his enexgy, his eagafq;gse' to giva
21l his ghrength disinterestealy to shtis cnuse, Young worke ,‘e\ﬁ_houl oo
lenrn this Trom Com, Ver. mut na Tor his psliticu) poeition, nifortu-—
nately, 1t is monrt often several yorde to the right or to the deft cf’
the iferxist line, which, however, docs nat ineline Goz. Vor to/ luculpgencs
for those who remain on this line, In the past we have had to Frrurerie
above all acpinet the septorinsn tandencles of Qon, Ve, which have "
conuged no iiftle horo 4o the Tolrinn sectlon., Dbut oven then 1% ks no ™
secret for us that ssotarinmies in only 3 bud £rom which cam adwaye - '
Hleom the rull fiower of opportunisa, wa hnve now before us an oxcep-
tionally striking confirmation of ihis 1lnw of polliticnl bLotany, - Comg
7er hag riven pronf of gectnrlanisa in quaestions of gécowlary inportrnop
or in forunl uesiions of organization, only to arrive at onoortuning
in a politienl cquostion of gigontio niptoriconi 1aporionce.

The inteoranl 14fe of the Fourth Internadlonal is founded on the - :

8oL




Co T makes- ver_{ widc at
-chs.s‘t:, ; . Wevertheless;" the -a.dv:mta.ge ‘af:
uqmcuratio Tegioe. conaists in. that the "ovemhelminb*majority “relyine
“onexpevience and. oh” comradely 4l discission; don.foremlate’f eely‘its‘«'
a.uthoﬂta:bive opinion:and can at the Ti| :
ik : med An at

“ihat: oﬁé’ “can render at:
t:.me '!'o our Dutch sectiona




msw‘aﬂb 20 QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE

ISE SITUATION == A boncisa aummary

L

L 1) The difference between Hegringana Franoo is the differenaa
batwaan ro»tan'bourgaaxs damoe;aoy and £asdcismh. : e i

Yy Everywhare and always, where and when ravolu?ionary ro*Kars
are not,powerful enough immediately to. ove“throw ths bourgecis reg;mﬁ
ifthey defend from fescism even: the rotten Tourgeo i dsmocraay,wanﬁ”

N egial do they defenl their owu positions sid ‘aaurgeoie
dsgﬁﬁraﬁ’y , e _ _ Cf, i

: o) The Worhers defend bourgﬂo;s demooracv, howave . not by s
matnoﬂs of bourgeois- demoeracy (Paople's Eront eloctoral blocs, govarnn"
‘mesnt ccalitione, ete.) bBut by their own met : that is, by the .
“methods of revelutionary cldass struggle. - ﬁu ¥ participating in'wj“'*
the military struggle against fasoism, thay continue to dafend. &t -
tho same time their own organizations, their rights. and thsir intarasts
*rcm the hourgaois demoaratic government. ‘ .

i 4) Bourgaoic demooracy deaomposas togetber witn capitallsﬂ y
. which engendered it, The very possibility of faseletv insurrention .-
-against bourgeois demccracy ie a asign that its days are numbered.: '

. Thus the "regsneration" of hourgsols democracy camot be & program S
of the proletariat, The defsnce of bourgecis demoeracy apainst aﬁ-‘x,wm
‘edsm is only a *zotical apisode submitted to our line:. to over-' -
throw bourgeois damocracy and sstgblish the dictatorsbip of the

-nroletar;at. IR o s

' (‘52) A coalitiJn vith the hourgeoisla undar tne name - of Paopla's
" Front- participation in the government of Psopla’ g8 Pront; political
;anpport_tomsunh_a governrent; the - rentneistion of. indanendent agitar_'
tlon” end ‘organization for the ravolutionary overthrow of the boumre =
geols government can, in the bost case, ouly proloag the death agony-
of bourgaois damoceracy and the inore eas;ly prepare the trifimph of -
- Pasalsm. - lot only the policy of the Stalinists and the Socialiets,
';the_direot lackeys of the counter-revolution, but the policy of +the
leaders of the CHT, POUM a= wall, were and remain pernicious from thﬂ

'point of viaw of proletarian intereshs.

_ 9 But if it is true, — and it 1s trua - that the goxrernmanu o L
Nerrin talin, like the government of Frange, are both watch~doge of
T oapitalism; {+ 1t ie truo that the volltioes of Hegrin-Stalin must lead.
“inevitabls to the triumph of fascism, it 13 nevertheless absolutsly .
false. to conuludo that in the strugpgle bhetween the armlos of Hegrin---
-8talin and ¢of #Franco, ‘the proleteriat should take a neutral position,
-—733“1% .

" ‘The Spanishi as the world prolofariat, is interesteds n the
military arushing of vranco {b) in a poiley during the olvil war that is
“eapablo .of preparing for the earliast cvertarow of tha govarnmant

of Neprig-utalin.

7) One can ohdac+ to thie: luring a war hetween ‘two hourgauis
statoa, the reveolutlonary prolatariat indenandent of the polltlical -
regimo in its cowntry, must take tho nositiou of: "the dofeet of our:
own povernmont is the lssser evil." Is this rule net appﬁlcabla alse
to the givil war in vmigh two bourgeoils movernments nre fighting one
againat the other? It is not npplieable. In & war beiwoeen wtwo bour-




‘geois stdtés,ﬁthe*purpbsefiS]onéfof?iﬁperiélistfcopqueét;?aﬂa*nbﬁ' :
< & 8truggle betwsen -dewocracy and Pascisme - In the Spaniah elvil war, .
. the question involves: democracy O fogaism. T - T

_ ‘Foy the oepitalist class the difference batlwezn demooracy Aand.
faacism is not ‘decisive, It uses for-its own purposs’ demooXady: o _

" or ¥asoism, . depending upon ciroumsiances. Buf inr the petity-hourzscis
agants of capltaliem - the leaders of the Social-Temocracy, dne L
~Staliniets’ sind the anarchista L democTacy. eigniTiss whe source of their
-gxistsnce ‘and influence: ‘Tascism signifies for thom debacle and ol

__:exta;mination;'_Therrcvolutionarprrolétnr151 should not put both: -

S Pignting camps- in ihe. same hag:*-itﬂmusﬁ_usc_their,fight‘for;itsnown-;
interssts. I% can e sugcassful not by the polities of nautrality - .
but by dealing military blows to the foe number one: faseism. . .-

s . -8). ¥ranco is-an obvious, ilmmodisnte and deoadly foe, hated by - -
* the wajority of the workers and poastntis, Hezrin, 5talin, Cabalicro
“'and Company are less obvious, mors eamouflaged foes who still lead . ST
‘millions of workors and peasants. . With Franco the only wossidbleo Tight X
cds aiph sical one;: with Hegrin' a physical fight is at vresont impos- s
'51h19<539&usa.the ravolutionary eloments are in a reinority and.tha
physical-£ight, whigh is inavitable, should ba prepared Far politiecally,
The mos+t important means for this political proparavicn is w0 dendunes - .
and unmask the bad conduct o7 the war by the government znd 4o explain -

_to the masses that the reason for 4this bad condust 1s the servility of
the government %o the intersats of aezpival. . : : CoanY

“ .07 9) Itgoan te cbjected, that the two imparialist ecamps (Italy .-
_-and Cermany-on-ons side ~nd England, #rsnce and the U3SR on +he.other)
_'oonduot*their'struggle on the Isorisn psninsula and that the war in -
. Spainm is only dn "eplsode™ of this struggle. In the sense of a kisto-
jriaal.poéaibility;'it'is“trua;'fBut'iﬁTis-impermlssihla;zo 13antidy oo
‘a: historical possibility with the actuel, concrete course .of the oivil

war todsy. The spmtorvention of the imnorialiet countries nas india~ .

. putably great influence upon ihe develooments of the events -in Spain.
But until today. it has nct changed tho Pundsmental charagter cf thess =
avents &as of o struggle between the camp of “the Spanish bourgooels. .~
jemoaracy and the camp of Spsanish fascism. _ o s T
- - 10) . If the war will continue on the anme basis, the political
diffarencé betweon the two camps oan be reduced T &Y. But it Iis.
only 2 poesibility. Untii teday it is not a fact,. It is necocssary
thus to use the situation as it ia. Yhe situation ocan ghange also in
‘snothor direction: under the influonge of tho military blows Irom -
Pranao, the Fegrin governmenti can be forscod to make more oongaessions.tol
tha workers, ns Kerensky in Auguat 1917 wader ithe blow from Eornilov.
We:will use also these concessions for hottor proparation of tie
ovorthrow of Hegrin. S e . '

.. 13y, 1f Ceballero, for gxampls, would be capable of intlating _
s siriUggle ogainst Negrin, as it was hopsd by mony, we would take:the .. .
most active part in this struggle without nccoptling any political - A

- responsibility fer Cabkallexed On tho contrary, va would acause him
of a lack of rovolutionary program and of tho neoeassary rosolutaness i
the fight. But Caballerc sovardly flew nbroad from his {vpn army, the -
UGT, from .the rnarcnist workers, the CNT, who had pushed him on the
road of estruggle. The Tlight o¥ this vandevillo horo dlsveln many -




" organizations, If-anyone objects that the Spanish trade  unien

-5 -

- - . 41lusions, oreates more elbow-room for thsa genuiha‘revblutiqnisté
‘and gives the possibility during the military siruggle asainst Franeo

“%0 mobilize the masses welitically against Hoarin. - o el e il
.. 18) Tet's take an exampla: %Wo shipe with armaménte snd
munitions etart from Franco or from the U.5.: ona ®ar Franco and .

© the other for Hegrin. VWhat should be & the abttitude of 'the workexs? '~

2o sabotage the transwori of both? Or only for Frenco? ~%e are net.

Lneutral. - We will 1et the ship with. the .munisions for Hegrin-Governs .. -
“ ment pass,..’ We have no illuzions: From these bullets, only 9 of every
* 30 would go against the fascists, at least one against our comrades. -
“But-ont of those mariked fox I'ranco ten out of every. ten will go zgainst
-our ¢omradesy  We are not pantral, #e do not let the ehip with.the - /.
“:munitions for Francc pas. ‘0f course, if there began an o i o
. armed insurrection.in Spain, we would -try G0 direct ‘the ship with' the,
~munitions into the nands of the rebellious workers. Bub when .00
we:'are not that strong, we ghoose the lesser evil, - Ll

13) . Will we,.Aas a revolutionary party,'ma%ilize niew veluneesig, .
for'ﬂegfin?':?ﬁ&t'wauld te to sand them into the hands of the G2U. égi&“
7 Collect money for the Hegrin govermmsnt? Abvsurdl  ¥We will -collsct - ‘
‘money for our own comrades in Spain. If we send comradsg AGIOER,
"it will be ‘comspiratively, for our own movemant. = RS

. . 14) Our.attitnds toward such committees nsg the iorth Lmerican
Comnittes for Spanish Democracy, towards meetings, trade union actions,
otc.? #e will defend the idea th2% ths trade unions should collech not . -
 for she govermment but for tho Spanish trade vnions, fsr the wourkera' -
loadere arx9 eonnected with. the government and that it is thus ©
‘impermissihle sto send them money, we;will answer by peinting 0. _
a simple example: ~during the miners' strike in Great Britain.in . -
“1926--we sent moviey Lo the ‘mirers' trade-umion, the leaders of which

‘were ¢logely comnested with the Byitish- government - Strike ‘comnittass

can be reformists; they cen.betrya; they have.comnactions with ihe
bosges, But we ocan't avcid them g5 leng as the workers are nct capa- -
.bla of changing them. And . thus we send them the money, with the o
rigk that thoy will betray. the workers, e warn the workers of. this; ..
and when 1% ocgurs, we say, "ion se8, vour leadars have»betrayed-you.?-

_ 15)" The Salemme resolution esys: . - . o o o
o “NThe Cannon-Schachiman-Coldman line of "preferring.a logalist . 0
victory" is identical with +the approach of the ftalinicts. This SR
open dagenaration intc the swamp of Tiessar evil' People's Hront :
politics explodes tho pretenco thnt wma.tarial aid doea not involve: - -
political support. eseesVorzers who refuse %o surrander thelx arms, that
ig, refuse to give the government military or material aid, aro shot :
by the governmont'a Stalinist Cheka,™ : o . o S

R Yes, we Know thatd our comredas are shot by the govoernmontls . -
“oheks, but to what coneclusionz d065 the balemme group coma? Do thsy
propose dassriion from tha loyalist army, or A military insurreotion?

If desertion, where to? Sureiy not into the onrbp of Pranco.. If the
government mobilizes the werikers and peasanis, wist doos rofusal to .

givo it wilitary ald gignify? It can only signify desertion, or in- .
surreotion. Or do they mean n conoral atrike? A& gonaral gstrike, espoe-
giglly during s war, can only be with tho aim of everithrowing the govorne’
mort, oan only be an introdnction to an insurreciicn. I agreo fvlly- ‘

ithat if we can call the peopls %o insurrsetion, we muei 4o so, Bub . o
: o B,
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R
“gen wo 2o 17 I wouldi like to :Lmew.%om'm-m&vn}_r'm-a tha Salemme r '1'-{
;ments in Snamn- if . 1its resolution was written Ffor Spain and not . for
~the political atls;aeulon of the author. If we.ask the soldier.mot

to-Pight, tnan we mus%t ask the weorker (who by rorklng “the munitions’

- factory gives: "material &% a8id" to the loyalisl gov ernment) not’”

L werlk,” -But-i1£, ‘as is the case, We are not sirong. ensugh now-to; ssiza pows
~ws must in a military manner fight against Zranco in the nater*al ‘
~-'eonditions detormined by the relationship of forces, while at the sama
'tlma Eo“ltioqllv wa prenara for the insurrection aaainst Hegrin.‘

16) Thejr raﬂolntlon furthur states: e
“Revo$ut4onary workers must not become- aafeﬂda“s o;-? hoqubois_

'550vornmunt- ‘they g¢an. defsnd only a workers' goverament. . On the other-,-T

hend, they must. becomd ravolutionary defeatlsts ‘only in an iﬂper*algst

'i_clasn.: The ¢lass interests of thne proletariat in the Spanish oivil- War'

“demand that revolutionists moi only mvoid, but glso trhp@1e again%ﬁ all
'“nrograms ca];xnn for revolutlonary &efeatlsm cr defeneism.

: But tha war agajnst faaeism_*s not only a def@nce of tha. Zagrin _
govarnment.‘ ¥le have' our worxers’ organizations. " In hnain, esnooia¢;J._'
in Cayalonisa, there is socialized property, col]eot;viﬂed farme.s . The: ‘
Hogrin . government ig against that but so far it must tolﬂrata 1.7 We'
must defend thaae concuests azainst Prenco. AT e

: 17) “Yhe Salemma resolutlnn says:
: “In no eage must revolulionists ralsa slogans calling for J&bo-
‘tage 0f the: mllwtarv gtruggls against freanco, o do this wou;u Le"
81lip inte tha nos tlon of r@valuuionard_defa 1sm '

) Thip announcement speais for itgelf, Lhése "revolutlorl ta" s
_ara 20 revolutionary -that they feel comdamned by their ovn nosition and
sproclaim that they will rét. call for "sabotago of the mzlitary 3traggle .
agairst Frango. Iz this assursnce mot & bit...humilixating for these -
- "revolutlonlsts“m ~Fyzmie Hot less interesting is the fact that the o
anthors speak only against "sabotage™ -of the Republicsn army. Do they . -
‘8tand for the sabotage of the Franeo army? Are tha authors for sabotaue% :
in the Taseist army? Why do they koep silent? This "ommission' is very
_gharacteristic for- the whole position’ of the group under .the covar of =
vohement expreasions and tserribly radical formulaa, they -try. to concaal
"the lagk of gonfiderice in themselves, That is no% surprising. The
sghool of purely formal intransigeance is condemned at every slep.to close
its syes to raalltg, and whon a pupil of such & scheol fccidentally .
- opens his eyes, he becomes &n onnortunlat. de nov hava such & etr;klng
: eynmp;e ‘in 5elgium witn comrado Ver. :
18) me Salemms. rosolutlon fursther Latad- o :

. “"The Socaial-Dehmocrats who crlmlnally preferred the vilciory of"
Hindanhurg to tnat of Hitler, and got both, or the Stnlinists who pre-
farrad Roosavelt 1o Landon, pre mo mars po*itically dagonerste than the
Cannons - to Schachtmans who prefer the victoxy of the \agrina over the -~
Cennons and Schoehtmane who prefer tho victory of the {lezrins. ever the
@rancoa and will et eiuhor Mogrin military dietatorship or a dcgrin-
franco truce

The CLVil war bhetwoen Hegrln-franco dovee not signify the sane
thing as the eldctersl competition of Hindsnburg-Hitler. It Hindeu-
bdurg had entered Iinto non open military fi*ht sgainst Hitler, then ;in-
- denburg would have vocn & "lesser avil" 4o do not choosa the

88_05_ »




the “ﬂreater avil", wo choose tha. "lesser evil”, But Jindenhurg
1was not the “lesser avil"™ -~ he did not go into open wariare against
Hitler; the Social Damocrats hoped Ffor that == that was stupid -~ but:
~that was not tne gase,  But here:we do. have-a war of the Scelal. Danio erat=
Lagainst Yascism _To have supoorted Hindenoburg *ga*ns+ Hitler meant: to'
givesun. polltical indenarndence. Hersa togo we do not support’ Hegrin-:
‘politically.  If we would have .a memter in the Cnrtas, ‘ha-wonld: vote
Sagainst the military budget of Negrin., Ve dharge Hegriu with the poli-
-tlcal resnon51h111ty for 'the econduct of thennwar. “But. at% the  same  tim
Wetmust ‘repuise the. fascist’ ‘hordes until tho moment whan ‘we: Jourselves
-oan -take ‘into our hands the coniusi: ‘6% the war, .o affirm that to-
fight “togéther with the Hegrin forces againest Pranco is the szme ss :
“uor vots “for Hindenburg zgainegt Hitler is an oxprnsslon, ~I.4m s0TEY. Yo B&F
of s ‘mort of so-called. "n?rlnumonta;v cratinism.” . The var againdt. fascian
oan‘ "he Tesolved by pariisamentary means hecause Pa@cism is- gncarmy U
‘of reaction that ecan he crushed only by force. That's why wa ware. against
"%he veclicy of the Social Demoorats in Germany -- the nure'ﬂar;iamantﬁry
cembinqtion with hindenbur? against Hitler. '%e called fox the c*aation of
worke“a' miliflas, ete. DBut hers-we do bano a Tight Fvainst faseisma o
It is true that the general staff of the Vdamoex Ptlc" army is: capaale of’
?omorrow mpklng a trace with France. 3ut it is not s Fzet today. dnd wa
can't overlook. the real events.. izc 1ually we must e the R, of “hhe
rapubllcans ajgainst the fascists for the purpess of = ‘strategical ain:gf]
* the OVertnrow of the capitalist regime. B e
19) The Salowne rasolution. buatea- ) o Cole
“Cannon and Schaaohtman say iu. the. Pienum ienort July 3Cs: [ "Whesver
: would,_¢o exawn)a rofuse %o "“unvﬂ“t" the. rovornment in the war 3ga1net
“the Fazelsts by 3su ch materinl aid as figrting id the Toyalist'Army, wou]a”
be. . ariminally remiss ip Lis elementary prolesarisn duty." {onr. smnhas
e ask Cannon-Scnrohimax: Ware the revolutionary worders of’ ba+a’on13
vho fought ageinst the encroachments of bourgéois military dlecipllneau-
- who-~feushi-ngainst-the-ornavenekEanda- 8—~ﬁ&ﬁfF69=E—Frlrvﬁfku_ﬂﬂre tha,.,;};
remiss when thoy refused o give arms, that is maserial ald, to the - ...
‘bourgeois Loyalist armJ¢....ﬂare tha" zeting then as agente "5 the 5th- 'f
eiiynieorr column, o2 Burnham accus sed us of noting when we refuged to give
military;aidftg the Fopulaxr Eront?" a : o

E Lvary*h*ng hare 1ig nut in the same bag. Qha Gatalonian wcrkara
fouéht against the governmeunt on May 3-7, " Hot conseciously bus 'in- e
-stinetively they foupht for powar, which could zive therm the o~b1hiliuy
“the battar to. ecmtinus the war a*a inss Francc. Sut they triod ®his- w;thnu
* the neeessary revolutionnry leada*shin Mnﬂ thay were defentad, Uow
. they are ton timss wearer than boefore the ¥ay events. The WOrEarsrnbw
‘aslty. - What shoulh we &0 now, not in the Lronx or Xanhaittan but in Spain?
Try-to overthrow NHegrin by insurrodiion?  But we are too weak, wo nra
nov disarmod. fna Snilomme grouwp will angwoer uwd with cur 0?&'”0”63*
¥ou mnegt prepnre the massss politice 11y for the future overthrow of .
the Heprin. goqnvpmant. Good. #ut. thiz regulres tims, ‘4nd mesanwhile
fra rco is appreosching. ﬁhould.wa not trv tu crush him? ' Y

“The "slogan "Voitngr'v;cTor“ nor deﬁeat“ or "ie are nelthaer dﬂfu1“1Qtv
or defentists" is felsa from = principle point of viaw and porniciouns L
politically. It.is devoid of avery agitrtional value, Imacine -z roevolu-
tionist standing. hotwoeon two campy of uLVil wer, with o banner:; Ielither
victory nor dsfaent., <his is 'a slogzn for & alub of Bakn Pontius Pilates, .
. met for o revoluilannyy perty. Vo are for the dofornce ol the workers':
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'organlzarlons and “the conquebbu ‘o f bthe revolution-
‘Ugeransista™. - Phe "defoatisis" are. Ragrin—btalin
psrtioipate'-a the struggle against Franco' as the’
‘in the intereste of the vicitory over fasolem, W agltate
“revolution and we prepars or tha. OVeftnrow of the dSLGatiEF
#_grin. Only suoh an’ att*tuﬂe can g*ve ug - an approan. i

Uk Aok b Ak

Tbis is a, soanograpnlc ocount of tbe
AnEwers Gomre&e Crux delivered in. unglish
46 a.series of .questions put So.him: by
Amarican comrades rogarding itha. bpanlan ;
altuation.. In view of the- faot that: wﬁm“Bae :
Uprux does nct have a free cowmand o the” hnrli h
language, it is very:-likely ihat thare B9
: "rough adgas" snd that it 1aakd the precislon
of sxpression that ‘would be the ca&a had~i*
baen sno?en or wr:tten in Russian.




