July 31, 1946

Firgt conversotion with Netuliu woe quite generwl, renging trom
The Russian question vo orgunizetional mecaures of Cunnoni she said:

1) LT hed zlways noted the rightwurd movement in Ruseis, rererring
purticularly v his article on the éna unniversury of the Russlun
Revolution {(originnlly published in Qpposition Bulletin #66-67 ond also
in the NI in Bnglish). Since then there have been six years of war
whieh 18 equal really %o & retrogression of 30 years, und yet, asg she
wrote To Wright, '"You hold on to the tormuls, defense, not seeing on
what the formuls was baged." ¥If", she added in that letter to Vright,
*you camnot work out u new article, ut least reprint ths old one with
commentsries, pointing to what ooccured since 1t wam written." The crtich
was reprintec ovut no commentaries, "which made it meaningless under the
circumstueniceg, " When she zskea why no ocmments, they sula there are no
new dsta, nons complete ané ghe added, "There weren't full duta whan
Lev Dovidovieh wug ulive, but one must unalyze whot there is at hand,
no matter how soeant.m . )

Here 1 remurked that datu wag by no means gcant, und pointed to
my articles in 1943%, the AHWR, and the latest. She said she iirst hesra
of my artiecles when the liebers cams here. "ythy hud no ons told mef?®
thy don't they polemicise for or ugeinet them in the FI?" Cannon seys
he hes no time or space for constunt poiemics. How can thot be? vhen
we were working illegslly in Pussia und also mbroad and hzd to send our
newspapers intoe Pussia &t grest risk, nevertheless we always polemiciz-
ed mgainat ull groupings. By polemiciaming against another's viewpoing,
you explain your cwn. Thet is the way it wlweys was with the Bolsheviks.
That is the weay 1t should-bs. There 2re six tendencies in the French
party. I am for giving ther s8ll ecual rights to exprecsion. We must not
ghut sny eng up; it iz necosmgery o digouss freely wnd fully.” )

2) I stated thot Caunon's bureaucrntism was not unconnected with
an indstensible -line on Russia. To Insist Ruasia was still a workers .
state in fuce or all the svidence meant of necesaity to defend such o
line by bureaucratic meggures, since.onse could not do so otherwise,
Though she now vhinmks the conquasis 0f Qotober are gone, and Russis -
igs no longer & workera: stats, the line &g 1t was left by Trotsky was
being derended by Cannon, With & dirferent line, it wag posaiole tp heve
gseon eepitalism in Rumsia berors 1946, Though my mein point is to chenge,
the line now, it 18 necédasary %o .state that Trotsky himself did not see
the capitalist ltws or vevelopment in Russia, J : o

. "How wes it pomelble,® said Natalin, "for him not to have ssen any
such fundamentul developmnent?® e left it at twthat point in order %o -
arrange for .a mors asteiled discussion where I could present my views.
She szid she would be esxtremelv gled to hear them, they.should be sent
everywhere, and by 211 msuns I should try to #£et To ZBurope to the World
" Qonvention ané prasent them thers. . . - e

%} She then stated thut her.relutions with (unnon et sl were de~
terioreting, that she was taken to tusk for asfending Weber when he had
#falgified” her interveniion., She said she does not wish to intervene
and perhaps I should teke adveantage of the intersst shown in "Johnson-
ites" (of whom she hed first heard now) by speaking to Cunnon direetly,
&g hisg influence in the Fourth iz decigive. Charlis Curtis wes now in.
Mexico snd psrhaps wetll also see him, though the greater and moretin-
timete” bulk of oconversation should be continued with her &nd lunis.

T T

"In the evening I Bhw Munis end agsin the conversstion was gensrels =

He met me by suying ne had just (when ijeber came here) been 8ddressing
a lstter to r. Foresu who, n¢ veg gure, had & mustache, to please bring
her datazup to date and hs would publish such pemphlet iu Spanish and
French, He himselr is huving & pamphlet on the Ruselan juestion publish-
ed in which he leana heuvily on my data. Me is not sure, however, he
agreed fully with me on "state capituliem" if I meant by that u oluss
in the"historic sense;, one destined for & long life becuuse we are in
the death agony of capitelism." He peemed muoh bothered by the fact
thet if you ocall it a olass, you do not see early revolutionary perspec-
tives. When I explisined I give it no such long leage on life, and gavs
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him my Part & of the Russisn urticle ito read, we droppod it for leter
GLECUAE10I,

He seems to be po bitter ugsoiust Ruesia and Stalinism now that he
displays some ultre-leftishm, such @8 being aguinst practically all
uniteq rronts with Stuliulom &na opposed The slogan "SP=-CP=CGU L0 POTWTER"
in Frunca, "yhen we originelly hud the slogan of Sociallst-Communist
government”, he spzid, "it wna not based only oxr merely, as it now Bcécma
to be, on who hus the musses. Otherwise, Stalin's slogen, "Hitler first
end then we® would h&ve been correct.

The Russitn guestion also had snother effect on him, aznd that is
to bs ngeiust the slogsn of ™ationelizetion under workers control.”
Now that netionmlizntion is proceeainy by ocupitzlists, we should not sow
illusions by "eading workers control", which in reality only has meuning
wien the bourgeoisie is expropriated. "ijho in Lurope is now rslsing
slogens for expropriusting the borrsgecisie? IHsterd, we ot opportunistie
ally, &5 do our 3rivish conredes end say mersly netionulization without
compensation tnd uader toriers contrel. The moest important thing is
workearg power znd thet's whit we huve to Tight for, sntieiputing that
when the workers stsyt wmoving , tkey will move muech frgter than we think
end skip meny bridgesthat we seem to think we must build for them.Y

: He hes-contacte.-with mony Burépetn sections end also with Indis,
they &ll -seen to be for the defense of Russia. Though & membar of the
IS, he ves net even invited to partieipute in the Conterence just held.
Cennon, of whom hs hes the lowest opinion, ran it;.but how can you hope
the Internationsl to help us or him whenm Canndn, comparsd to the Burocp-
‘asn sagtiozp' atfituds towopd defenge is to the "left of themY, He was
ovpposed -to 'the SKWP minorities not fighting on & politioczl plaitform but
he undergtood how unbearabls eonditions were in. the S51W2. He had not
road our documents yot, had the haziest ides of what "Johnsonltes" wers
like, -ald not know Johneson held it was "state capitelligt". giuce he had
only heerd of hie uppelution of "Fescigt state'. He was glad X cume and
we will be able to discuss in detall all positionsg. B -

: _ : ERREK - : .
Excarpt from letisr--iugust 5, 1946

1) whea I spoke to the lsader of the }exlcen group, Galicia, he did
not feel that the Vexicens would come for & speelal meeting arranged for
mo, 8né so uskeéd whether I gould mddress their regular business mestiing,
and in 40 minutes, speuk mainly about uniiication of SWr end WE. This I
did, and in the last 10 minutes touched upon the Rusaian quegtion, bhopig
merely. to arouse their interest, I succeeded sufficiently well that they
arrenged to put tsice a gpecisl meeting for me. At this meeting, whioch .
-oooursd yesterday, and at whiech I spoke for nearly two hours, there en-
suad a very lively discuséion, The main points that bother them are: .
{a} how does 1t. hapoen that Trotesky, onée of the greatest larxlsts, could
have .used the wroug methodology? Wesn'i it rather ghat teking for grent-
@d thut the luw of delue did function in & workers state, he spent most
~of hip time easlyzing the development of the Russimn State, stage by
stage, rather then mske generalizations too hastily. (b} isn't it rather
true that the naw oscurrsncas which demend a chenge in lins, have taksn
plaoce sinee the death of Trotsky? Thereforq isn't it possible, to change
the lins of tha Fourth, by development rather than by revision of Trot-

sky's line.

I aid succesd in interesting them enough so that they not only
wish to study the problem but vish to know all the Johneonite positions.
They will definifely express themselves t<-the Fourth in favor or redie-
custing the Rusaimn (uestion in open conpvscs where ull tendencies
neve & chance to Ve reprosea:ted,. .

The Keric:ns have, notiontlly, = group of 50; in Mexico Civy they
nre 18; very xo00d proletarian cemposition, in the oity in tha typograph-
jocl end consiruction unions, ond otherwise in the oil fields,

2} yunis and the Sparnish group definitely hold the ppsitlon that
huesis is & state capiulist scciety; he says thet the Spanish group in

France is leauning to that poeition, wu

d that no doubt when he gets bdaock
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to influencé Lhem to wocept thet position ormally. e has also Just
establishod contuct with the underground in Spain und ig looking foward
to returning thers (Hadrid). WMeanwhile hs 1s irzusloting the Lecntiev
srtiecle &nd wishes me to wrile en introduction. He ulso feels that if

I brpught the Russiun erticles from the NI up vo aate, thay could issus
it as a pamphlet both in Spanish e¢nd ¥rench.

Ke hasg slso given me some navws of the internetional groupings; he
says the very fimest is in Gresce--fine both theoretioally and practios-
11y; they conircl the whole prolaterisan movenent tn Salonioca und held
power in that oity briefly., In Francs we now sell 0,000 cepies of 12
Verite and auc to the fast that we get enough paper to publish 100,000
we sell that paper so thet the newspaper 1a self-gustaining. In Italy
we ure small, but the Boruigist ere & big power, having units sverywhere
inoluaing Trieste; they polled 40,000 votes in 4 clties where they ren
cendidetes without tuch &dos

3) I am now with Uatulic in @Guernvscu where I shull spend three dog
with her alone. froush she is nueh interested in the Russian gunestion
vnd definitely reols it must be rediscussed and re-aveluated, she is
worried sbout the type of ariicle I will write, insisting thut what is
new of & gualitutive nature is since the dsuth of Trotsky; that he al=-
ways: gpoxe of the cnpitelist tendencies (she points to somd place in 3tk
Staiin bicgrephy where he gpecks of the law of surplus value) and that
if one could bring 4ll his writingas up to dats, it would be pogsible to
keve a new line on the beagis of the old.lins.

- She Goss not see how she cAn intervene in the Cctober Congress of
the Cennonites since she had written so much without Aayail on unity;
_ and though there is @ new sspect in rinding out about the Johnson ten~
dency of which she knew nothing before I cams, shs 5till feels itfwould
be pretentious to greet the congress in my neme." But she will no doubt
intervene. in the world cagreas on the Russikn quastion, She is re-read-
ing the 0LG ilan wrote, . : . Co

4) Munis is quite sirongly opposed to the Internationalts line on
the. SP=CP=CGT to POVER; he feels we camnot do snything to help the Stal-
inists oome to power, and though his optimism in the proletariat’s
sreative ability in meking the revelution is & fine contrust to the

pujority who oppose the -slogan, stlll his remedy is that instead we only
heve slogens such ss "Sliding Socele of ymages™ and agitation for soviets
+ ig pretty thin substitute Lol concrate political activity. He is extreme
ly opposed thethe SWP's line during the war and &t the linnespoiis trial’
and hes writien & whole pamphlst against them end their opporitunism. -
Hence hig:relations both with the SWP &nd the International are &t
breaking point. lie has Just eddresged another communication tc the
Fourth on ihe need for a inll disoussion on the Russiun question and
full disoussion and peaticipation of all vendencies that congider- them-
pelves Trotskyites. I saw to it that he included in that letter a spac~
ial reference to Jolnsonites. ' ]

He hes also finighed e book on the Spanish revolution (end since _
1930). He is greatly interested in history end some ghilosophy. Itve
given him your oritigus of Hook and he hes suggested also we contect
Ven who is working on dialectiocs. . . S

§) gharlas Cornall {not Curtis as I wrots in my first letter) ls
here und fully represente all the Judsiesat in the Cannon line against
Unity. They sure are taking advantage of the goldmen split in order to
complately mobilize their party against Shaohtman us a munsuvedpr. In
thut respeot, elthough both lataliu and the Spanigh and lexican groups
know that Cennon does not wish unity, and pPhape Shachiman does wish
it, gtill they tedl that Goldman played righT 1nto Cannonte hands by
splitting .sheaa of the Ootober convention. why? asks Natalla and also
runis, did Coldmen here promnige them to remain and then suddenly left,
charlie, of coures has o ready answer {ne 414 not particinate in our
digoussions whioh were very rree) but each cne speaks to him separate-
ly) that Shachtman, wishing only to oreate splits, publishod the IHter-
nel Bullstin on Unity Negotiations only to emborrassg Goldman end foroe
him to split sinoce 1t wevouled his negutiations with the VP and & line
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contrery to the one cxpounded in ths 5Swre Do thet ep it might, FHetalia
agress with us, that we should not create further spiits and oconfusion
ginoce "CEnnon woula luva o havé you GB & gsuntorbalance to the Minor-
ity thet Jusi left him."

Excerpt from letter of Auvgust 1%, 1946

The naws to vGd 1s that the Poruvian gection ot the Fourth is for
the position of state oepitulism snd also Sn opén GOngress of the 4th
and will lend ite prossure., I am on my WAy now to see 3oms of the Mexi-
cans in order Lo make definite the tronglation of & pamphlet by myself
on Rupsia, which will include the thees published urticles, the two 10
be published and & BPEO for NrEmnENm B S
it gt ke e A e R I TG themof the la avelopments.
Algo T have arrangements with nis to write & special introduetion for
the Teontiev artiole which he is trunsieting. All these should be pub=-
1ishe¢ well in sdvence of the Vlorld Gongress and ready in Spanish end
perhaps in French for the ISesncee

Hatelin is emsidering sdding me 10 the Gommission on LT's Archives
but T em sure she will mot succeed in getting the SWP to socept me, She
will fowerd an official letter to them, proiesting their tailure %o
intorm her of the Jolnsonite Tondency ana something quite favoruable
gbout us. Both politiomlly srd personelly we spent & very profitable .
time in Cuervav:oa. She snd runis both insist I must go 4o Europe unaxt
year to the Conferencs whather or not invited. o . _




