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j By CHARLES DENSBY

1 Many¥ wourkers In the plant where I work had & feel-
Eng that taking strice actlon sgeinst the company was
romewhst useless because the unlon officials in the laxt
severg] years alwayn line up with the company on dlncip=

CUNTEN

‘lning the worker, especinlly when the s pro-
duction Jdisputes.

, _Same wreks apo the rompuny removed s humber of
workers from an operslion and wrnted those who remalood
t3 put out the asme wmouat of productiot. The workers
sontinurd to work but slowod down and rode the ines the
first dav. The second day this cuused pmduction to pile
WP in ather departments. The company 2red eight workers.
The departant strick, The commitisemin irked (o neint
thet those workees coolinue Ly work. They werv oo AhgrY
At thin that | win told thez chased the rommlitteeman out
of the drpurtment and walked cut, closing tha plunt down.

t They wean to the union hall. I nerer witnewed cuch
an anery gnop of warkern before in my ife, They would
ot listen 1o the Jucal officers. They were boolng and curs-
g thern, from 3 o 3.

‘The third dsy the company fired feur more workers
the department went down agsin, When I got to the unkn
hall thers were many workers standing outside looking .
I was told by some that the unton offitials would only kt

-:wnrkenu ih who wers directly [nvolved ln the lorge, Not
«ven thome wha work {3 the deparimeat cculd come It

T uald, “1 have put mone In thia urion for yeets to
buy thin hall, J* in cure, oot Lhe officers’ " I went in. My
,irt attention wes drawn to the fact that all over the hall
‘were chief alrwards aml olhers who are part of Um 13-
reaucrutic machinery that does nut work in thy depariment
.where those striking workers ere. One unjon official sajed
me what § wea dolng there. I poluled to those chief stew-
.trdy and anked what wers they dninp thers. T said, “Thia
{ld our unlon hatl, T have s much rght as any ooe else”
, He waid: OK. Just keep qulet.

© . The unloa offftiale were ritting on opposlts aldes of
The hall from the workent
. They asked for a wvute: those who are for the com-
.mitteemian's spreemont and those for (lme study, This
. by accret lallat. This was only for the workers on the first
,operation, The unlun fe't they could mxilfesd It uver half
.of those wourkers, then they would be in a pesition to per
+" wiade the othorn to oecept.
THIE. WORKERS MFEFT ALONE B

While they rovhed to hasd out tle ballots, some
-warker suggested that all who ween sollng should (neet

slane i e hack of the bafl pad discumt what they reelly
tmal i vote for, Tue official agreed, Those workers arows

#nd went to the baek of the hatl, rot letting & aingle unlea
“leader in, not truating thetn st all, ‘The unica leaders were
Pult mitting on the platform seoming somewhat pleasal,

Iwking ax if they were saying: We pot them hooked,

! When the workers yelurned, one offiela] jumped to his
*let. Say, sere is tha ballot, let's get [t over with,

A worker said: Wo Linvn somenne to maka & atatrment

for ua hefore we vnte. The worker took the mike pod said:
Ve rraliee fully that you officess have sold na outb and ars
trving to trick na to vole for what wo stenek sgalast. If

Ibers s no cther way, we nill socrpt the nzreement the
! rommitteeman riznsl with the rompany [F those twrlve
fworkers who werr fired sen back tomorrow, And If they
% fint hack, we are siriking ageln,

Fivery offlelnl jumped 4a though stuck with s hat pln,
!Mh‘ng: In that why you wanted to meet by yourselyen?
. We canmot prominge you that. A worker yelled: You can

Pmmise nothing wo want, tut ynu aant promises from us,
| Yau and the company want the shap to mll, But net until
*r 2ot & guarantés when those fired tearkerw will by back,
1TAKING T™IE MIKE -
. The o{ficern forgot tha voting, Another worker started
, 1 the mike, The preshlent ormiessd him o apeak from the
IHoar. He sahd: T nem tining the mike, unless it la your pet-
ranl belongicn, 17 mo, you put [ in your pocket beesuse
I am speaking from this vostrum,

Tiie tenalon wan po glark, we were expecting a vioien?
© outbreak. The worker usel the mike, Another worker
| pelied What gowd (s this unfon? Thia preaident? If it were
' het far the union ynu would pot be striking, Dut [here
' worw atrikea before wo hat & unjon and there are strikes
' mhete thore are no unloma naw, The ofiicial wald they
Doweld ruaraales thead werkotw Uink the Need wurkem

. MORE FR{ENDS .. ,
BUT FEWER

Rocky Msociano, hearys
weight  thampion of the
world ie 3 man who suddsmnly

Tet In muay sayr Ma 1i2e
falls fur short of being what
be wrnts it to be.

Ha haa wors
friends than ever before, but
yet hun fewer friends then
ever before. e is suddeuly
in & differeat workl. Even
his mother feeln tlint obw
cannet talk to him,

RE FEELS IT
As much sa Marc¢lane
Sghtc aguinat it. he feels 1

himeelt, He says, "When 1
get together with my oM

riends n Brockton I 't

the samo either. They tever
statt & ctonvermation, They
ahawer my ghesilons quickly
it L never do foed ot hoa
they feel snd whal they're
thinking and wa zever havs
the [nughe about the Iitis
things we urcd to hivs Dee
fore."

Ha talls ony apesch that
didi’t endear hlm. tn tka
manufacturers of shoes. He
relates that he told them
that in n way they are &
sponsible for his being chatne
plon nf the world, He
Lthal for years he ueed Lo
catry his father's lunch box

Strikes Against
Auto (eniracts

A production cuto worker told NEWS & LETTERS,

]
‘Reuther siyw this new contract ia the higgest vietory
wa've won. He says,Lhix (s the greatest achlsvement for
tha country and proves that labor and manigement can live
ude by side, Het even befors Reuther closed his mouth
therw were wildcats i3 nuto, Tha workers can't Live sids by

THESE STRIKES
ARF, NTW
" This |s what Ia new Iz tho
sftustion. Naver bifore have
the workeew, [0 plant after
plant thaughout the country,
expremsed their dissatlsflca.
tong ln s otany wikdeata
wficr negotiations bad been
coriclud-d and Before ratifica-
Uon

Me sconer had the Pord
agreemsnt baen  announced
than the huge Pord plaat nt
 Rivee was ahut by
lwlldum.ng workern Detrott
PApers orenly callsd this a
revolt. Fand woarkars at
Rouge brelong th Local
the largest local In the UAW
and in the world, Locxl 6DG'a
president, Carf Stellato, went
down 1o coaxx the strilers
back on.ths job. He plaaded
and explained the “great
xaian” won by
‘Thae workers boocd Mm ale
thougk, as distinguished trom
Renthier, ba has enjoyed wide
mapport smomg Lacal 800
memberu, '

Whan aswud, "Wem't It

, enly the akillad workits who
nkllw'nllted out at -Rouge?™ a
i production worker exploded,

“Hell & wes. The

side with thelr own tplon jeaders,”

wkilled
to work. He saw how tough workers siaried [t. The papers

the wark win and how Gttle! played that up and tried ta| Th

his father got. Tir father; make betlave the productd

strikes were

wealy the result of local con-
The truth b, theae walkaol
were explolons reenitinr
from years of sccomulstrd
prreware wlhich hnd been
ulidlexy wp during the time
ihn warkers were Hed, domnm
by the previous Mve - year
tontracis.
“ONT. YEAR IR
ENQUOR” )

Threyghout the Industry
workers wers asying, "Nevar
aguin. Ko mare five year con-
tracts, On yesr is encugh.”
They wure willing to go «-

8N, | long on two years. But they

have nuw been confronted
with three-year agreements.
"What's bothering mie,"™
wabd the production worker,
“is why the big corporation
Jtaders are praising P nen
Why are ihey saying that
he's won ua & revolutionary
guin that means ‘peace and
prosperity’ for ruto workemt
and everybody? In tha s
daya they used to say that
old rfen Ferd's $a.day wax: .
also revolutionary. That was
the Ume when [t wan slave
conditions at Ford.”
The fringx beoefits are
Junt o much ple-inthe-sky.
¢ cash ralee, widely an-
A xn B2, Ny boils

used to teil him to wiay oot Wurkers weren't In on it. ‘We
of the ahos shopa. “So to don'l Jke thet enatract and

kecp away {oom them I bew
came a fNzhter [nstead, and
therefore I think you men
had & part in pmaking oe o
fdghter.”

"You cam tell the nirw.
ard is vm the ball becaies
he has sl thown [riendly
convernniions with the su-
pervisom,”

| " wend outtt

WILDCATS BEFORE’
AND AFTFR

At the same timy, UAW
W carrying wn negoilations
with Generzl Motors, Ard
GX warkirs were wildeatting
Al over Lho codntry foreing
GM 10 closs 20 plants. Thess
pre + contract. walkouts, no
Joubt, delayed negntistions,
Reuther chatxed that thay
wrere sabateging the talke,

No suoner did Peuther nnd
GM finslly come to kgree-
ment than 173,600 workers
walked out In more than 40
GM plants throughout the
vountry, The union and the
Prum tried lo xay that thems

dewn only ta a single penny,
sinte thay would sulomatl
cally have got 5S¢ more under
the old contract

FOR SHOKTY.R WORK
DAY Co

Thore s no doubl the
workers preferred cash la the
{ringe “gainz." Bu the real
imue ig a shorter warking
day and & volew on working
conditions. So true s this,
that [n & GM Flher Body
plant, there was a two-lo-ona
vots agalnst Feuther's slate
in local elections. Thia “no
coafidence” wote tonk place
in the midet uf negotiations,

Thess are the stierings In
the shope on the eve of ratl-
ficadon. They will not be
llenced by the final vots.
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