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Review of RLWLKM by Gabriele Dietrich in Das Aggument-Beifefi; 1985, trans. from German
by Eric Nelson

Raya Dunayevskaya presents with her book a new effort to work out Marxism as a "New
Humanism." She has done this earlicr in her books AMurvism aad Freedon(1958) and Phrlosophy
#ad Revolvaronl973). This new book is different from the others in that it develops more of a
feminist perspective and also more on the relation between the fives and the writings of Karl Marx
and Rosa Luxemburg. Atthe same time, Dunayevskaya includes the historical development of the
‘Women's Movement in her total theory of revolution. A decisive impulse for her was the
publication of Marx's Etbwolagicat Notebooks, from which Dunayevskaya develops a view of the
Woman Question and differentiates it throughout from Engels' Chigrzt of the Famdy Throughout,
she brings this view together with the concept of Permanent Revolution(on which she distances
berself from Trotsky and goes beyond him) and with the fundamental question of the transition to
socialism from out of pre-capitalist societies, as Marx developed it in the original drafts of his letter
to Vera Zasulitch, and this together with the fundamental question that Luxemburg had always
reised: how to relate spontaneity to the development of consciousness on the one hand, and to the
concept of the party on the other? Dunayevskaya attempts to make the feminist side of Luxemburg
visible and at the same time to convince the Women's Movement that it must take up Luxemburg's
revolutionary dimension,

The first part of the book takes up Rosa Luxemburg as theoretician, as activist and as
internationalist. In Reform or Revolvtion Y899) Luxemburg threw herself into the middle of the
battle over revisionism in German Social Democracy. "It was the totality of the revolutionary goal
that characterized the totality that was Rosa Luxemburg."(3) Luxemburg never let herseif be
limited to single problems, whether on the Woman Question or the Jewis Question or the National
Question. Her radical opposition to Polish national independence because bf her revolutionary
internationalism is also to a certain point a key to her apparent indifference to the Woman Question.
Here however Dunayevskaya freely puts forward a new insight. She sketches on one side the
process of Rosa's personal liberation after the ending of her close relationship with Leo Jogiches
and documents on the other side the hostility to women of the leading Social Democrats(including
August Bebel),

Luxemburg's feminism was above all of a practical nature, Because everyone described to her
the dangers which threatened her as a woman, Luxemburg slipped over the border during the
Polish Revolution of 1905. She experienced it, she was imprisoned, and she concretized her
findings in the pamphlet 7ke Mass Stike Lbe Political Party and the Trade Unfoas On this basis
she made her decisive contribution to the Congress of Russian Marxists in London in 1907, where
she counterposed the proletarian character of the Russian Revolution, which she considered to be a
new beginning, to the preceding bourgeois revolutions. Plekhanov, who characterized Luxemburg
in this connection as "Raphael's Madonna, [who] reclines on clouds"(12), was sharply criticized by
Lenin for trying to avoid the question of the relations between the proletariat and the peasantry by
his hostile, anti-woman polemics. Inthe same year, 1907, Luxemburg, the only woman on the
Interntational Socialist Bureau, spoke at the International Socialist Women's Conference in
Stutrgart. She encouraged the women to keep their center in Stuttgart and to let an independent
women's voice be heard with their paper Glercbsed(Equality), Dunayevskaya sees here elements
of feminist autonomy which are today neither expressed in the theories of the Communist Parties,
for perceived as a socialist inheritance in wide segments of the Women's Movement.

Dunsayevskaya discusses in detail Luxemburg's work on the accumulation of capital without,
however, entering the debate found here[in Germany] among parts of the Marxist-inspired
Women's Movement. Above all, Luxemburg turned against Marx's theory of expanded
reproduction. She criticized Marx's assumption of a closed capitalist society, a society which (l) is
composed only of workers and capitalists and (2) presupposes capitalist control over the entire
world. Luxemburg held the opposite view, that expanded reproduction never takes placeina
closed society because of the expansion in and exploitation of pon-capitalist layers aad societies.
She goes so far as to say that value is realized neither from the workers nor from the capitalists, but
only from social layers that produce non-capitalistically. She sees accumulation primarily as a
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refation between the capitalist and the non-capitalist world. Dunayevskaya criticizes Luxemburg
for wiping out the distinction between production and consumption and thus avoiding the
production process by turning to the sphere of circulation, the means of exchange, and
consumption. Claudia von Werlhof has used Luxemburg's argument to clarify the role of women
as subsistence producers and with that has used the concept of "progressive primitive
accumulation.” I would myself describe the process as "progressive formal subsumption."

Dunayevskaya criticizes Luxemburg's failure to recognize the colonized people as a
revolutionary subject and connects this to Luxemburg's negative attitude toward the National
Question. She takes up Luxemburg's thesis of the spontaneity of the masses and criticizes her
holding onto the concept of the party. As opposed to Luxemburg and Lenin, Dunayevskaya insists
upon the necessity of deeply rooting spontaneity in a consistent philosophy of liberation.
Explaining Dunayevskaya's interest in permanent revolution is not as simple as attributing it to her
Trotskyist past, but has to do with the endeavor to bring together Women's Liberation and the
class struggle, and in this relationship the question of spontaneity and organization is always being
laid out anew. This fundamental question aiso comes into the second part of the book on the
Women's Movement as revolutionary force, in that the Women's Movement and the Race Question
are taken up together, and Luxemburg's biography is again taken up in this light.

In addition, the third part of the book takes this questioning and probing forward under the title
"Karl Marx - From Critic of Hegel to Author of Cipftafand Theorist of ‘Revolution in
Permanence’.” Dunayevskaya attempts to work out Marx's dialectical principle and to prove the
unity of his thinking on the Woman Question, from the /894 Maauvseriprs to the Ltbaolgercal
Notebooks She criticizes Engels’ narrowing of the Woman Question to property relfations and the
“world historic defeat” of the female sex. The solution to the Woman Question is only possible in
the context of a revolutionary philosophy of hurhan liberation, one that exerts ground-laying
infivence on the question of the spontaneity of the masses in relation to the party. In this
connection, she lays special emphasis on Marx's Chirgue of the Gothn Prograum because of its
joining together of philosophy and the organizational question.

In the final chaper, in which the Lbaologreal Notebooksare compared once more with Engels'.

Origin of the Famify; Dunayevskaya brings out the methodological difference between Marx and
Engels: "Marx was showing that it is durze the transition period that you see the duality emerging
to reveal the beginnings of antagonisms, whereas Engels always seems to have antagonisms only
at the end, as if class society came in nearly; full blown afZerthe communal form was destroyed
and private property established. Moreover for Marx the dialectical develgpmeant from oae stage to
another stage Is related to new revolutlondsy; ypsugges, whereas Lngels sees it as a uatlateral
progression"(180) This observation confirms itself also today with the "orthodox” Left stilt
always calling for postponing the "Woman Question” ustil “after the!revolution,” using for
example the accusation that the playing up of secondary contradictions enly divides us. Itis one of
Dunayevskaya's contributions to have laid out & number of starting points from which to articulate
the Woman Question and to integrate it organizationally. Questions of the division of fabar, of the
separation between mental and manual labor, of the mass and the vanguard, and of reason and ":
spontaneity must begin to take root in this interrelationship. .




