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Beaview 53 Fr]égo.. 4-(0&0.9, 1’-!\:})“ p“'ﬁf“-“‘“"&".ﬁe"“”—- !%\33:??1’.7"!1 .
Dunayevskaya, Raya: Rosa Luxemburg,' Women's Liberation, and Marx's

Philosophy of Revolution. Humanities.Press, New Jersey and.Harvester .
Press, Sussex, 1982 (234 pages, ‘hardcover)... Translated by Randall:B. Clark.” .

*The “author, Trotzky's sccretary .in' Mexico, would ,c$senﬁally,,lii;é 2
- —_different .reading of . the Marxist . theory. of..fevolution.to.. gainsacdeptancas . ict-oinGan, ¢
the notion of permanent revolution. Revealing Marx in a Marxist sense as
a theory of liberation was also the work of Rosa Luxemburg, the
importance of which contemporary feminists had far underestimated,
Claiming a feminist inheritance from Rosa L. is an undertaking that makes
one curious indeed, since we are accustomed to regarding her as an
important p;olitician and political theorist. The reason for her neglect of
_the Cause of women, might very well lic in the fact that she delegated, so
to. speak, this task to her contemporary, Klara Zetkin (Niggemann has

investigated the parliamentary motions and their thematic contents

proposed by these two politicians while in parliament and found that not a

single one of Luxemburg's referred specificaliy to women - cf. my review
in Das Argument 129/1980). Dunayevskaya's argument takes a different
‘course: she examines Luxemburg's theory of organization and revolution
“and 'its'u'scfuiness"td feminist politics, 'as well as her personality as a
Apdéé'i'blé'(role); m_bdell'- for liberated women. The fact that Luxemburg
+ ... % bpposed. being 'r'cst:.ricte'd I;y'the ‘party leadership’ to 'womén's -issues, but
wanted instead to break down barriers in general on speaking and .wn'ting,'
“the fact that she had already appeared in public at the age of 26 as a
passionate speﬁker, and the fact that she broke off her relationship with

her companion over a dispute regarding political organization and

1The 'role’' is a question of taste.
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independently lived and made judgments made- Luxemburg ini..c. .

Dunayevskaya's eyes a fitting model for women's liberation; History, so -

she 'says, ‘begins - with original personalities {92). Three times;in this. book‘: "‘,
_ she quotes a sentence ‘from Luxemburg .on humamty, ‘which ‘should '

. .—..o...—_,,__', rn ‘,__ P

- ‘documment her characteristic ;avay of thmkmg and being: "See to it that you
remain human, Being human means joyfully throwing your whole life on
the scales of destiny, when need be, while all the while enjoying every
sunny day and every beautiful cloud. Oh! I know of no formula in which I
could impart to you what it means to be human,” (III 77, 83). She rejects
~the interpretations of the other blographers of Luxemburg (e.g. Nettlg,
London .1966), according to whom the years following her separation from
her companion Jogliches ‘were "lost years." Instead, she indicates that it
‘'was at this very time th-at her most imp'ortant political debates took place,
that she composed her most significant writings, and that she.becamc the
sole teacher at the Party School.

In the theory of revolution, it is the notion of the permanent
revolution (a continual cultural reconstruction), as well as the increasingly
" distinet development of the spontaneity of the masses, even that of the
- masses unorganized for revolution, which she deems necessary for all
a ‘politics of Women'e"liberiﬁon:' As historical “evidence she cites the mass

" gatherings of women in ‘the course of various révolutions and the

beginnings ,of the women's liberation movement. At this point she asserts

that the actual liberation began to take shape in 1831 with ‘Maria Stewart,

& Black woman, who was the first woman to speak in public. Exclusion
from polmcs connects racial and women's causes, and, dependmg on the

" historical clrcumstances, it unites women against men.
" - The reﬂectlons in D.'s exposition on the meaning of single actions are

ii




good and comprehensible. She recommends,. for instarice, that'economic
' ‘'demands :(or demands. for.'_womén's suffrage) be made not as 'demands. for

_concessions, . but rather for the power that hides behind them.."She also

"rﬁéd;,—?'ﬁs"shown by Luxembufg. ~“She récommends that the new feminist -

movement learn more from Luxemburgi* 'Sh& also ‘ndfés"crifigally "that e °

. recommiends that connections -betwéedl "Genér‘alstreik_ und ‘Revélution” "be . _
new feminist

Sy
failure of the new movement lies in seeing men as its enemy. She

recommends that feminists study Marx as a revolutionary and consult, in
particular, his Ethnological notebooks for that purpo.sc. She draws a sharp

line between Marx and Engels regarding women's issues. The conception

of a "world-wide defeat of the female sex" out of the transition from

.matriarchy to patriarchy and the establishment of connections to the

"primordial division of labor between the sexes" could never be .asbribid to

Marx, if only on account of its closeness to biologistic perceptions (105).
Even if Marx formulates the first division of labor as based on sex (The
German Ideology, MEW 3), he regards it as social and relates it to the
important division' of labor between town and country, between head and
land,” which” he follows like a red thread. Accordingly, the fundamental
Marxist t_hinkig.g.on'womcn's issues,. as well as the organization of family
and ,_n.lhn'iage, areto ‘be. found within the proposed analysis of the man-

- woman relation. Whereds Engels pursues a simplified linear analysis of
the relations between the sexes, in which there is a succession of women's
domination of men, their overthrow, and, finally, their oppression by men,
Marx finds the elements of the oppression of women by men in primitive

societies, with the beginning of the first leadership roles and the

‘consequent economic interests.
. Xastly, ‘she recommends.that the issues facing women's liberation




today -- for example, organization: the problem of decentralization or
centrahzanon, or bureaucracy and representauon. of separation of leadcrs
and followcrs - be pursued m thc spirit ot‘ R. Luxemburg That means

perceiving revo!uhon as a two-stage proccss. not oaly as the overcoming of

- -the~Gld-but-also - the construction of the new. This requires the diverse

efforta, of all, their personal involvement in politics.

'I‘he book's third part (90 pages) is an attempt to emphasize the
Marxlan transformation of Hegel into a theory of permanent revolution
and tq reverse the Leninist influence on Marxism, These sections are also
" worth reading, if only because ‘they deal with.current problems, above all
'quéstions' concemning the Third World and China.

In -the appendix. there is a ten page bibliography on Luxemburg, the
hlstory of the women's movement, in particular the role of Black women to
this day, and lastly interpretations of Marx, h:ghhohtmg cultural and

philosophical aspects.




