January 19, 1964

- Deaxr Nedas :..

‘ Lot me first begin by asking you a question of fact, in regard
%o point 3,.to which you called attention, of your draft statement
for Anjomane Azadi Zan, which sayss "In the Spring of 1981, AAZ was
Joined by & group of independent Iranian revolutionaries «s¢ "
Wasn't it the other way around? I mean wasn't it a fact that whether
those who were translating the Humanist Essays, or those women who .
may have had a separate organization were not Marxist-Humanists, .
it was only after they absorbed both the Essays and the question of
Women’s Liberation through today's Marxist<Humanists in the_ U.S.

. 4hat they became the organization they now are -- whether ab E&A or

as AAZ?

I am returning your outline so that you can see my suggestions,
but let me give them to you in typed form here:

' Page 1, para. 1 -- I changed the word ngathering" (which could

mean something quite loose) to the word “"organizatlon”.

" P,1, para. 2 —=- Here is my reformulation:t Just as the formationof
the women's Anjomans was a high point of the Constitutional Revo-
Jution (1905) that, indeed, helped deepen and extend it to 1911,

.. go the struggles of women in Iran during the 1979-80 revolution have, -
‘at one and the same time, extended the struggle from secular and
. religious domination to women's liberation for control over thiir , .
..own:bodies. end minds. Thus, the struggle for self-determination of .. . 'l
.nations, for emancipation from class oppressions, as well as the proé

‘ogts against the vanguardism of the male-dominated Left organi-

ationd, merged into a new totality. Indeed, the formation of o

itoriomous revolutionary women's commitiees opened a second chapter =
for the 1980 revolution. Despite the violent counter-revolution o
‘of-the Islamic Republic, this not only will not be forgotten but
“will ‘gignal a2 ney beginning for the future of not only the Iranian

lpufiotper Third World revolutions.

. For para..3, I would say you.are writing like a German or a
7 'Rugsian/ . The sentences never end, I would divide the first ‘
- gentence ‘into two by eliminating the words "and thus", and start
' @ new.sentence withi "The need for reorganization of thought" Lo
.‘and:at that point add thisi "and act MM digtinguishes Marx's S
‘Marxiem frof post-Marx Marxists, who left out, from Marx's philosoply -~
£ revolution the all-important Man)YWoman relationship, which was '
proof of what Marx held to be *the Absolute movement of becoming®
or both men and women. Phat. is. the ground on which we stand."

,1;5?Para.;4 remaing as written, except I always prefer to say
larxist-Humanism, rather than just "Marxism."

.. The last para. on p. 1 which continues to p.2, including points -
dlefi-ggve changed only in the last phrase. Instead of “day . .
er soclalist revolution™ I guggest "day after conguest of power,..

ifithg day after can postpone women's'freedom and still be Mgocialigm.
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'Here begins point three ~- my guestions about that are what
I began this letter with. -

From your page 3, I eliminated the first 5% lines , and suggest
that, instead,:you begin that para. thls ways Because the blitter
reality of our age has disclosed that counter-revolution can arise
from within.the revohution, it becomes imperative to hold on to a
decentraliged committee~-form of organization inseparable from a
rhilosophy of revelution. - ’ :

,“Ih! .

Theh

733ﬁf1nue with: ® In such a way... " to the end.

. Now, Neda, let me explain what may sound as if it were only a
different style when I uwse the expression "decentralized committee-
form" as.against what you said "breaking with the centralized form".
For “that matter, the same reason underlines why I changed the word
"gathering” to "organization". We both mean the same about being
against "party-to-lead", against over-centralization, but we actually
confuse two thingse @*Yhe economy, the planned, centralized economy,
with the form of human relations in a specific, historic reality,
which one opposes, which must be overthrown, and which must be counts
er-posed to a totally different form of society. Let's go back to
the words "centralized form"., It now means Communislh, totalitarianism,

" vanguardism, ete. But the truth is that when Lenin in 1903 called

“Ithem to destroy the whole organization.

| for_eentralized.form, it was not wrong, though it ig wrong for our -

" age. He called for a centralized form of organigzation because every-'ﬁg”*7‘

body who wanted to {RINUVNNENENGE consider himself a socialist,
could do s0 even though they did not velong to an organization, even
© though_their writings appeared in bourgeois publications. - So what. e
. .Lenin called for -- and with great tmphasis against intellectuals who -
48id just that -- was the need to belong to an organization and be =
-~ diseiplined by $he workers, . : '
L ' g %P The other reason Lenin insisted on
the word "centralized" was because. Russia was a Tsarist empire,
with plenty of spies, and the most: horrible of Secret Police, and

-he wanted eroups to be Very small so as not to make it easy for
hem troy 4 Both the Social-Democracy

and the Anerchists took advantage of that phrase in order not to . -

. discuss what is a true revolutionary, and what is go-called pereo
freedom . The fact that nowadays, and, indeed, from the very day
‘the Bolsheviks achieved state powex, those words had a different
meaning doesn't mean, historically, that we confuse perliods before
~and after power, or confuse planned e;gno$y wit:i:ota%étgrignéggﬁ
nexcuseable to continue a ]
A L ey A e ea demos that we leave out the adjective

1lusions about bourgeois democracy
&bggggeogs%.&as I sgid at the REB degrade the concept of "demo-
cracy® to-"rights for fascists."” Naturally, I am not saylng that

jou confuse such things, but only that we have to be very precise
{n our language at all times. Lo
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January 11,884

.Dear maa -
o mclosed p.‘l.oue £ind a draft of the new statement of "A_:M
Aud:l. Zan“( '.t:ani. committea of ESA) which we o nt-. 1n K
huad el hope to pri

tho \dnter 1snue of E&A,.

Naun.'auy tha fact that s:lnce the convention we have beome
‘“o:ganizadonally" conscious of ourselves has everything to do wo
_':\d.th both the amsndments to the original form(which was publisied
'.,in 1981 uhen we had the pmphlet Woman as Fooce and as Reason »bat

.‘,‘

',iwmu,mamge all' Marxist~humanists) and its publication

th.is issue,
{
Ha have tried to Keep parts of the original format (for lﬂ.sf.ot? )

sake) which we thought were acceptable to us , and included many new

sect.t cularly point 3.°yhere we differentiate curselwes from e |

-gthers)
o W«b

have been :Lssu.tng thedy :
and fight vangua:d:l -
' gh a clever statenent of purpose.

. | 'ruo :I.nporunt po:lm:s ;{ﬁ:t ,t:hzough our newest member am:l a fr:lend
‘ .of h:l.ﬁ( who is close to joining s well‘.) in ch.leo) we MN‘ are in contact
.'w.l.th tvo t‘en:l.n:l.sts who seem to be close in ideas and thus present tﬂﬂ- '
- new poss:l.bint:ies, which :!.s why it is cruclal that we do preseat 9 ‘

.on the basis of vh!.ch we v:l.sh to work with them,

Wi EOTES Als urgb

' I:on.tcally &Iv-:transhahr which ha.s publiahed us he!o::e on: m:dllo

. J:: u ,,,n a8 Messiva :ran!-au writers: v

that of uarx on nan/man :elations. Finally Iranshahz :I.n 1
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revolution of the Tslamia Repnblic, will not onl¥ not he s gotten, but”
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Muiﬂﬂt that such a historic- movement was not _appreciated by the

b em— - A e et -

major:lty of the Iranian Left,po:l.nts to the bankru 1?7 of thought which

: .need _:Eor reznrganiz,ut.ton.

. ’ ae..n
: @h:l SOf - : ims ‘at’ freedom and development,

. °f creatiy{¢y of a1l people. includés the freedom of men and woxen as ‘an” "

‘genuine. fenunism .ﬂ.nds its.most explicit t.hat
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H.end, includes the wor):s of the n rxist-H ist HlI E ﬁay "‘bunayevsk’nyu. "" '

TR Y A ) PEERTIL A

o X demonstrated this new philosophic expression of t:he ooming together of N

Max:d.sm and feminism which led to the formation of hnjoman Azadl Zan,

LY v'Such a philosophic pe.rspective, distinguishes us from the follwwing
i‘*’é" i e rive T -nm:t T W Y T e s

nssociationSt 4maug__.._

LR )

..-}-women 's. —orgenizations hhich.limit_themselvns..to_fighting_for__tl: .

T

ox‘nen-and“women'in -the‘politicalflegal-domains-oﬁ-t.heuoapitausbaaystem JI

and sée 1o nmﬂh%‘mﬂwm&m
Ly . -

,ﬂwen" "f- WM .

2)Some of the I.eft groups who still reauce ‘soctalizmeto’a question:.of m '-
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properl:y (es an the State-capitalist societies of Russia and china.). and often

c- .‘...... .t 2y
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label independent women's movenents as "hourgeois“ postponing t:hem I:o_ther_

M 3nsr of el k= p 216 ; JM.JJ ' i
7 2y _aftor the W..- = ; A gy o

ienmf-3). Independent fromen's committees : that-inspits-of.their:break. with the'

ol.d I.eft groups.'do nbét: sée. the, necessity of .breaking with ;theeph;zlosophic._... '

basis of these orga.nizations- except for thelr- patriarchal beliefs- .
“{nstead of submerqiné"lﬂbkmslves "In ‘Mayx's Mi¥ism ‘and “recreating it for today,

whrer bbbt --h—--‘
. H

s e el

' still consider Marxism as & series of economic fommulations. geared at

R L T

"nationalizing industries through single-party regimes"

In the Spring of 1981, Anjomane Azadi Zan was joined by a group of

" " L e L L Rt
- LR emaht b Y,

ndependent Iranian revolutionaries. who during the rerolut:ion had t:ra.nslatod
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’ rise of counm-rmlutioh L

‘\1;1( such a way, we hope to. create a

.

,p_ kynd o£ organization of Iranian revoluttonaries in a:l.e, with the

ulti.ulate goal of reaching A new human societ y ¥te-Imep, and in this

we welcome ﬁe—m;ﬁg_mmm_m,&ﬂ_mer

mmaan;mmm.

S e M St S by M A ) b i




>

' WHO WE ARE  STATEMENT OF ANJOMANE AZADY = ZAN
Anjomane. Azadi Zan, is an autonomous organization of Iranian women .,

in exile which was :Eormed in the Spring of 1980 in support of the struggles of

the wouen of Iran for freedom.
Just as the formation of the women's Anjomans was a high point of the '

COns.titutional.Revolution {1905) that indeed helped deepen and extend it to 1911,

- 50 the stxugglﬁ of women in Iran during the 1979-80 Revolution have, at one and
the same time, extended the struggle from secular and religious domination to
women's liberation for control over their own bodies and minds. Thus, the struggle
for self-determination of nations, for emancipation from class oppressions, as well as
the protests against the vanguardism of the male-dominated Left organizations,

h . merged into a new totality. Indeed, the formation of autoncmous revolutionary

women 's comi.ttees oPened a second chapter for the 1980 Revolution. Despite the - -'

o
*nu

violent counter-revolui.ton ‘of the Yslamic Republic, th:l.s not om.y will not be -

‘forgotten, hut wi.ll 'signal a new beginning for the future Iranian as well as oth

"rhird world revolt.t:ions-

. ' .. The fact that such a historic movement was not appreciated by the

| '.ma;;ority of the Iranian Left, points to the bankrupcy of thought which passes ‘for
".Ma.r)d.sm among our intellectuals. The need for re—orga.ni.zation of thought: and act
‘:«; a:l.stinguishes Marx 5. Marxism from post-Marx Marxists, who left out, from’ Harx
philosophy of revolution the all important Man/woman relationship, which was proo
‘oé whar Mar:r held to be the 'absolute movement of becoming'for both men and women
This is the ground on which we stand. B

Because the human phi.losophy of Marx wh:l.ch aims at freedom and

il

every corner of the world, Anjomane Azadi zan B!
Hm."xism and fend.nisrn 1s not one imposeu from without but is a. movemant f:om w:!. '
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Genuine Marxism includes feminism as an inteqral dimension, while genuine feminism

£inds its most.exgiicit. that is revolutlonary expression in Marxist-Humanism . /'

The collection Woman as Force and Reason of Revolution , which was

published on the first anniversary of the demonstrations of Irvanian women (March

8, 1980) and includes the works of the Marxist-Humanist philosopher Raya
Dunayevskaya, demonstrated this new philosophic expression of the coming togei:her
of Marxism and feminism which led to the formation of Anjomane ? Azadi Zan. Such a |
philosophic perspective distinguishes us from the following assoaiaticnss .
1) Women's organizations which limit t‘hemselves to fighting :Eor the .
democratic equality of men and women in the political/legal domains of the capitalj.st
system and see no need to continue the struggle for the total freedom of men and

;:women i.e, the whole of humanity,

Marxist-ﬂuma.nist organization Anjomane Azedi and its organ Engelab va Azadi.
Andomane Azadi in reflecting the ideas and struggles of 'tout:h,
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collectivity of these revolutionaxy forces which are at the same time Reason, gives

anew perspective to our vision of the new human society for which we are struggling.
Because the bitter reality of our age has disclosed that couneer- .
. revolut:!.on can arise from within the revolution, it becomes impefative to' hold on
'.to a deoentrali.zed comnd ttee-form of organization inseparable from a philosophy of
revolution. In such a way, ve hope to crea.te a new kind of organization of Iranian

re\rolutionari.es in e:d.le, with the ultimate goal of reaching a new human so&iety.

' 1!\ this road - Anjomane Azadl Zan welcomes the joining of those women who hm

eoflaff.’i‘nity to these ideas.




