Oct. 22, 1985

[

Deaxr Raya, 3

I was glad to get tae copy of the draft to the new Introduction
to FSABT, since the main cuestioa on my mind sines the Plenum has
been how to wore fully present the ohiloscphic diztinctiveneas of
Harxist=-Humanism at the same tire as malting more explicit how
internal, indigenous and objective are theze ideas for any ;iven
reality. Since that is pivotal te working out our Perspectives, I
want go frame my response to the Introduction in the context of that
question,

What is great atout the/fifgf"garagraph of oag is that it
concretely shows vhy philosopliy Is so 1i ve, in woving from the
Tdea of Ireedom as the force behind the movement to the need for
international solidarity to root itself in_that Idea of freedom. The
wa z i isy i £ is~Very mely not only because

iterally every paragraph for the first three pages takes up the new
in South Africa in relation to the international tasks, but also
because the ideclogical content of solidarity is not left implicit,
What you posed in the 1984 Introduction to ACOT on "the two-way road
of freedom struggles and ideas" has here come to full bloom, As a
result the critique of the dlvestiture novemwent does not come off
sounding like vou are "lecturing” them but would rather have them
look to what is emerging from the South African reality that they

may be missing,

|  Likewise, I very much nei ! ew. outh
Africa to lMarxist-Humanism's of pa ~to top) -
I 8 because you can see our concepts as tightly related to R

the reality. But the part I found most illuminating was how you

bring in the question of language, First, because it shows how wrong .. -

are those who argue that the mew in Soweto 1976 is no longer a
factoxr, just as it argues against those who deny that the new of
Soweto characterized the whole three decades of revolt, Second, -
because the African critique of language creates an a £finity with
‘what Marxist-Humanism has been working out on Marx's last decade,

\ «” I recall that in your Marx Centenary Tour of 1983, almost every
one of your lectures developed the question of sensitivity to

lgggg%gg, culpinating of course in the additién tOREWLKH orrMarx. and
the~Black Wof%h?‘“?ﬁﬁf?ﬁﬁ?jf‘HEHTE*EﬁiﬁK“any*ﬁf Us on the West Coast -

-caught at the time the significance of what you were doing: it was
feen more as an interesting "aspect™ of your talks, rather than as

an illumination of hgg:%%Egg%EEEE;%zﬁﬁg:ge_;hat_trail_ﬁxgg_Marx?s o
 last decade to today, wise, seems to me you-are EractIEing’J-:-fﬂ

what you asked us to do at the Plenum, when you said sel ing ythe
new book as founders centers on werking with the final chapters of
- REHLKM and WLDOR: you have here taken one dimension of the addftions -
to RLWLKM, the question of langua%e, to trace in it the nodal point -
that links philosophy to practica ity. I admit I did not fully. . :
‘understand why you wanted the two new appendices by Depestre and

| Nguel until I read this section,
) L
ﬁéi’ t is so_very-{mportant a concept, I would
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page 4, the gentence that bezins \'we were moved not juap by the new
platforms...fb (T 1 would like to see that read \"Because we
saw in the Afrig Ttique ol the dehunanization of languace an
affinity with what we as lMarxist-lumanists wera worling out during |

that crucial iarx Centenary Tour, Nenbhyvas wmogt anxious to produce f
n

to language and philoso _stated more ex

a new edition of cur 1963 ACOT"] the n=2xt sentence on "we drew a /
parallzal" continuiny; as is: taI§ wvay, the linl Letween sensiéijigy

This way, by the time the reader reaches tua listing of
the two new appendices by Depestra and Juzi - L2 sesn, in terns
of why they are Included, I 55 Crenada PPL,
we would need " sho

& B4shop' ) perhabs it cou a0 3o ¢ llke \"because we
consider our analysis o that tragzig,develop.mnt as touching on
the whole question of how to overconz the le,acy of unfinished and
abérted revolutions, we include hare as appandix,..") I

T inage vou
will want to put the footnote in to OL7 ht tlat.point.

—r e e e
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Also, thecend of the £ s a good place
to use g the quote from Caute that youd cifté in your lgnggzrto Allen;
however, I would also like to sea there a fQggggre_than_rgzéfﬁiﬁﬁih
to chapter léHgg_gLﬂL%g_%g_pbilo3aghzlg£ggnization and wiich also
fefers—theréader to fact that you are in process of writing a new
book on dialectics of the party: --Likewise, I suzgest that a footnote
to the new book be put it on/p+ 5 vhere you guote the addition on

'Marx and the Black World, the readers can see the developments

Marxist-Humanism has taken

As a whole the Introduction reads very well and does not need S
to become much AL It should certainly show not alone our readers, |-

e L

As I mentioned at the start of this letter, concern with how
to do this in face of several deadlines, meetings, forums, etc,, has
been a major activity in LA over the past Ffew weeks. In particular,

we had such openings as chance to speak at Southmégggg%_;gllx_g;)
CSULA, class series on = new book there 43 Wwell, patticipation at

how to present philosophy more totally and more -
O out falling into the trap of missing the threads

' Latin American Studies Conference, several important local meetings,

~and Michelle and wyself doing reviews of new book, etec., The work

that came off the best so far was the first class on the new book A
at CSULA, vwhere we tried to discues what is happening in South Africa,;f

~at the same time as providing an overview of the new book. Though
it was the merest of beginnings in terms of a presentation, we did

see that attempting to relate philosophy and the concrete that
directly elicited a fine response from one youth, who I am eure we'll .
be seeing more of soon. :

hat we seen to elicit the best from the outside when
we grapple directly with the whole question of howato break down
pbi%osophy in face of objectivity, we very nu {1l face the

‘tdndency to think the key to our perspectives, whethar in terms of -

membership growth or projecting philosophy ér preparing for bi-weékl?,f}lf

depends on what = happens in the objective situation-outsides, ag.' .-
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if the internal re-organization isn't key in this period. That

view came out at several of our local meetings, where the_abgence .
sev o say "how can w : it to t!

> ovement outside us dopsn't emerge first'", I hope

g8 different kind of discussion develops at Sunday's meeting on

Perapectives, :

As For the new orzanizers~to-be, they each in different ways
are responding to the challenge of taking more responsibility, with
l'ichelle who sometimes is a little too anxious to tale on more,
and Gene, who is often still shy about doing so, both doing good
work, especially in the past several weeks, ©Gene is dolng a fine
job chairinp local meetings and is putting nmuch effort into the -
local study sessions on the nev book, .lichelle has been busy making
contacts about zetting the new bLook ilnto women's studies classes,
Yhile we still have a ways to go in covering the town with the
new book, they are at least movinz in the right direction. Some

new developments have emgfged_innlabormeha;e Dale took res ility
m_cmgg_ag}gaﬂgmj;. Farmer John's strika (TF T into.
ilvia -

Spanish by _where. we have been very active,

I still assume that the trip of Gary, Isaac and Olga is on for
_-aid=Apyil, in which case I will arrive "in person' to the Center _
C%E%P%zfif that trip should change for any reason, I'd arrive April 15, .

€tually was hoEing to help on the question of x getting Olga a '
platfoprm this weekend at the Latin American Btudies Conference in
Las Vegas, since one panelist who spoke was from Tort Know Kentucky:
his response to us, however, was lukewarm at best., The Conference
as a whole certainly did not show new human beginnings coming from . -
acadetiia: less than 60 attended, and though 40 attended the panel = G
where I spoke, most xm treated a® me as "out of left field", I did:
bk;ymanage to sell a copy of the new book to a moman from Temas (Patricia. -
Hunt, 341 Birchwood, Garland Texag 75041) asxwell as comtact two . .~
rofe3s50rs (one who heads Chicano Studies at San Jose) who took
brochures to give around to other teachers at their school to se
about teaching it in classes, -

Though I am not in the habit of turning down a platform, I did
decline to speak at a panel on the recent developments in the Middle
East this week at Santa Monica College, as the atmosphere there us " . .
most charged in the aftermath of the killing of Palestinian activist
Alex Odeh and fights between pro-PUQ and pro-JDL students. The whole ’
way the U,S. has decided to dislodge the Hussein-Arafat "peace
initiative'" has truly been sobering, and shows that Reagan will not’ ‘
let relations even with NATO get in the way of his bi-polar arrogance. .

I have reservatiocn icago over Christma y R
arriving in Chicago(Friday Dec. 27 and leaving Thursday Jan. 2; Ny
I take it you already have a copy O6f the paper I ot o

Bolivia; I'm encltosing the latest, a review of the new book that

appeared yesterday in the CSULA University Times.

\foud5;
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Berkeley, Ca
Oct. 23,1985

Dear Rayas

, I think that the new draft introduction to the new edition of the
FFSABT pamphlet is excellent, I can harily add anything to its comprehension,
mothod and style, but I would like to say a few things about the draft and
offer ssveral suggestions that could prohably be included in its re-writing.

I 1like the way the draft brings together the ideas of revolution
with the new forces of revolution that have come on to the scene of battle
in South Africa aince we wrote jhe FFSABT in 1978-especially Black labor-
that has given a universal charcter to the struggle within South Africa,
And then there is the eﬁuis upon the internmationsl dimension of this
"Undeclarad Civil War® t has mede it s0 easy for Oliver Tambo to translate
tho struggle against aparthesid to mean the struggle for a * New America”,
We, of course, have ssid thix for a long time. It caused me to refer btack
to what you disveloped in the Oct.Lead about how in this nuclear age,the ongoing
attuggle 17 South Africa has to be put in a world context, both historically
&nd philosophically,

It vas great the way the draft dealt with the Marxist-Humanist
rolé in this ongoing struggle by introducing first Denby, that 1a the Black American
dizension of Marxist-Humanism. Denby's internationalism leads .to .:the new
moments in Marx's last decade and then on to the struggle of Africans for
1iberation and our relationship to that struggle., From the covering letter
that came with the draft, I see that our relationship to these struggles
will be expanded by reference to our Black-Red Conference, Biko's affinity
with Fanon, etc. At this point I would like to say that there has not been
enough in the draft about American Black masses and Heagan's retrogression or
how it was Black people that initlated the tremendous anti-apartheid move-
ment in this country.

In point two of the covering letter, you sald that it is im=~
perative that Fanon's position on the single party be quoted., I don't know
how you're going to use it, but I was wondering whether thie is tied in with
your decision to include in the appendix an abbreviated form of the Grenada
PPL. ’ |
. I have no information on the CLJ interview that you wrote about,
I will h for 1it, |

As far as pictures are concermsds (1) I have the Denby negitives
and its no problea to make a photo that 8im¥lar to ths one that appearsd on -
the cover of the German edition of INDICNANT HEART, (2) I may be able to make
a print frou the film that I have of you and Denby in the office, (3) I have
several plctures, that I took of the demonstrations befoms.Biko Hall in
Berkeley. (4) I will search for the other photos that you mention, -

Finally, I know that this is going to be a great:éditian-of
FFSast;
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Nov. 30, 1985

Dear Lou and Raya:

In all the draft introduction is wvery good. It encompasses many ideas while
focusing on the new that has arisen in both the So.Afr. struggle and the ten years
since the first edition of FFSABT. Namely the role of Black Labor in So. Afr. and
Grenada, Now I say Grenada even though it is not mentioned in the text of part 2
of the intro., but that is where I thinlk the discussicn on Negﬁztude and the
division between the Black leaders and rarnks leads to. Thus, the appendix on the
Grenada PPL and the Oct. 1985 Lead is on target.

At the same time I think that some type of transiton is needed between Part
1 on So.Afr.and Part 2 on Negritude. This transition may include what I found

N %, =T - At S
,g”’ lacking bhe‘iﬁf?ﬁ&ﬁgg;on, a_discussion of the new battle grounds in the U.S.. )

L 1 Thus, your mention of our |Black Red 685?5F5h53~aaﬁié‘be appropriate here, For it
‘ would ut_focus on the U, S.._ﬁlfgl_zf_ggglgzgh a way;bring in the question of
~w~organizat¢ fi,wwhich is also implied in Part 2 of the intro.
_:‘ ' Another approach lies in point 2 of Raya's Oct., 11, 1985 letter to Allen on
a“;‘what is not in the intro. However, is the quote that she refers to so much
stronger than what she herself had to say on the question of Black Leadership 1n .
q'nThe Needed American Revolution (in tgggl,oquage 0, para 5., '
o Finally, I think the footnote on CLRJ, mentfaﬂga-in point 3 of the Oct.
11th letter, would be very good; and would like to see her include some of what

she gave in the sutmation of the New York Tour.

FPollowing is a few comments on the Ec%?t igction itself: : ';?‘;1
1. The 2nd sentence, "the s 1¢f for fre , are deathless", is this a -

“typo or just very unclear, since there have beef ma Ay deaths?
aragraph 2 .an sentégzg\is unclear. I think that the point you are
trylng tomake is that the Idea while a force of revolution itself, it is not the

only one, since you go on to name them.




3. Paragra@-ﬁas broken chains of thought. It is highlighting the new that
was @pmseﬂt in the 1st edition, Black Labor. However, somehow the point is
missed: I think that the sentence, "It is now clear..." is not a complete thought.

&,mé, you had 'lﬁ;d? -ri':ﬁentioned the involvement of youth gave the movrment the

17

Childrens Rev ofi on page 1 in the 2nd paragraph.
I

Y4, Paragraph 5, don't you mean that it is good that the divestment movement
has finally taken on some of the capitalistic nations within themselves, and that
it must not stop there (not, must stop there, which is what you havé). Then that
the intermational activists must learn from the dauntless Azanian struggle and

'_-theirartieulation of a new humanism that is the only path... .

5. Paragaph()do you mean her-e, what is alqo new or another new, when

6 The jump from arag-aph:ﬁg,mggBJon the youth struggle against Bantu
Education) to p@_om page llljgn Denby's 1978 edition quote on Black
leaders and’ ranks) is to abpupt. It needs some sort of transition to show this
" change or shift in direc:%lon.

X .

7. Somewhere within part 2 of the new intro, there should be some

“‘}‘étatemeht_ on who\Benby was for those who do not know him,

In Struggle
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Thoughs on the draft of the new introduction to FFSAABT d}%?

Dear Lou,
Sorry for sendlng this so-late, I was in two minds whether to

gend it because I felt that I didn't have anything particularly pro-
found to say. However comrades have convinced me. :

what I find most 1nterest1ng is how different this introdue-
tion is from the 1978 one, obv1ously the whole situation has changed
especially in South Africa; I think that is why the whole first para
-graph is quite beautiful. Especially as it ends with the question
"What to do to correct this fantastic imbalance of forces™ and we're
not talking of guns but the recognition tht the freedom idea is the
force of revolution, is reason., And then "How this is to be achieved
internationally?" I think it lays out the question for the reason for
this new edition., At first I was disappointed that you moved straight
to the divestment movement itself, I ralise that you wanted to stay
with actual movements but I was expecting something on Black reality
in the US~--where has the Black movement gone in the last eight years--
whether that be one, two, three, four miamis andthe little shorties |

,{Qchallenglng the Black leaders, or the staggering poverty and hunger.
{famong -Black children, (;_was expecting something on the visage of

ffﬂltler in Apartheid South Africa shows the Puture the Rulers hold

i;jih store ‘for all of us-- especially Reagan,and Thatcher (in my mlndl)
'f-Talklng to people at work about Reazan and Botha in one breath

ufdoesn't create a stir, it is wh& people belleve.,And all the transit
Jpollce being let. off about the murder of Michael ‘Stewart bodes very

badly for the Black community in tk coming period..Whether we see the
revolt or not, the quiescence as you put it in the 1978 intro is not

;'apathy but a attempt to break through the erizis in thought. There is
‘a tremendous 1nteréat in the SouthAfrican freedom struggle as well as

‘. the continual diving into Black thought,- recently one of the xerox

“}loperators was reading Malcolm X whilst running copy jobs, and yqﬂster-

et

f{day another Black man was having a heated discussion about Malcolm X
“and Martln Luther King. I am sure this goes on all the- time. At the

] _:_same time there still exists that erisis of thought that can be mostly
:ij;clearly gseen in the Grenadan tragedy. And I appreciate very much Coen
“;bringing the counter revolution in Grenada into thar triangular trade _
"of ideas that must be challenged. ( I 40 think that RD's PPL on Grenada
‘%whether in total or abbreviated, is needed, not only because it has a

“footnote of CLRJ (and I think it is impeative to oritique him at thia o




time) but also because %he whole question of what happened in Grenada
is imperative to be brought up in relation to the South African civil
war---the AZAPO/UDF killings now, and what that could bode for the
future in terms of their being full and free discussions about what
happens after the revolution-«~I thlnk the Soyinka quote is very pert-
inent <o this). rhat has also happened burst onto the historic scene,
since 1978, is that the triangular trade of ideas and reveolts has
"'Jfgund a fourth port of entry, actually three ports, Brigel, _%ondon,
Liverpool And whereas 100,000 march in an Anti-apartheid demo in
‘London, calling for divestment, the Black revolt is demanding that
those demonstrators not separa-te their fight against apartheid from
the fight against racism at home whllsﬂlt the black movement, is
finding an affinity with the Azanian youth who are putting there lives
on the line for freedom. To me this is how the idea of freedom cross-
es national boundaries and become concrete-~challenging the movement it-
gelf, as it raises up human relatinships within the movement.

I think the inspiration for all the artists getting together against
Apartheid has certafjinly come from the(iggth. On the album Sun City
they are certainly not limiting themselves to divestment or not playing
Sun clty but talking of "Revolutionary Situation" and attacking "racism
:;in our own. back yard", and Reagan's backing of Apartheld. South Afrlcan
3_muslclans so much wanted to be on the Album, and named, that thcy B
;_, ﬁprepared to put their lives on the line against apartheid. Some
-back up vocals are provided the Dunnes Stores gtrikers ( from Irdand).
So I think the youth are already trying to go beyond divestment in
their activities and thoughts.

I think bringing in tk category of Black Labour as the new lS
very importnat the‘real dividing line between now and 1976 In the
Black paper, the Qggjgn bf October 3 a delegate of the SouthAfrlcan
Black Munlcipal Allied Workers Union (Sabmawu) said at the 25th world
. congress of the Postxgsiggpmmunlcatlon Telegraph International (I don'f
. know what the hell this =is) ,"The black workers in South Africa neith

. .=er owns nor has any control over the goods he produces, and like his"

'products the worker is reduced to the level of a commodity. The Black
worker has a feeling of misery rather than well being, and does not
~develop freely his mental and physical energies but is physically
‘exhausted and mentally debased, A low monetary value is placed on the'
mworker s head and the cost of his labour assessed in the same way or -
even less than the cost of machiney or raw material.” Sounds like Mafx
but his name is not mentioned, -
On page two of the introduction, and what really permeates right thr-




. P .
ough is the articulation of & new humadsm as the only path for revol-

utionaries--both in South Africa and the struggle against apartheid.
However I feel the quote from Tambo doesn't really go here. He isn't
talking about H'manism, I guess I wolldn't call him a humanist. Why is
it here? I like the resat of P3 especially "the Black youth of South
Africa have made the process ofunchaining the Black mind from the
apartheid gulag the very method of revolution itself", That is véry
beautifully put. I always liked that quote from Dendby on the relation-
ship of Fanon to Biko and I think pages 4-~6 are vwry fine and clear
though I was hoping to see somerhing more about Fanon on the divisions
between the leaders and the masses but I guess the reader will find
it in the text itself and if the Grenada PPL is included it will be
found in there. '

I think the final paragraph is very challenging and ending with
the quote from Soyinka is very concrete as it leads to the actual
-pages of the pamphlet,

Now down to some nitty gritty.

The secon para of P1 I think should read "not only the idea-of
freeqpm- that is a force" unless you are talking of idea in the
".hegelian sense, then I think that should be said.

-‘:JThe ‘point about “children's revolution"is repeated on page 2, I

‘think'it only needs to be said once.

- P2.para 2 do ypu think the quote, which is not in quotation marks, S
. "which has made every revolt walk in the shado of massacre" be - _[L
:;footnoted to WLDoR? Later in that para, there is a missing NOT
,““it must NOT stop there.". and a line after I think should read
'_””dauntless Azanian", By the way is Phyllis Ntantala's in memoriam

fto Sobukwe in News & Letten?

Freestor,

N




