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$ The accumulatéd mass of factual evidence dpEuRERtingdmpxnEximn

e

pression in Black America, ha-\Le__become-naar]:‘y-mrhe-to,r_i__cal-'t‘n’]their in-

dictment of Reaganism and Reaganomics as the structural uPdermining | 1,‘
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of the Black communityr‘} Whether it iz the &latest reports on ﬁhung O CAG -
Ykt I'IJN .

o - and uneamployment or the annual findings of civil rights organizatw
Cu() ;here is no escaping the conclusions that Marx came to when ﬁstud e HW‘
/che famous Blue Book factory reports and £ ctual mate ial of if

L. )
_{} labor in the U. S.)]Tod—y, however, what has given a ‘new cogency to mn
M‘”" under
Marx 8 combining reports on the Black condition/xf slavery with those
labor in :
the exploitatite .conditons -of-/"advanced" industrdal society is‘ﬁ.x.
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sm spel],%’}out: the underdevelopment - the third World
'ﬁdgg'dbvelopment -~ of the Black condition xikh right in the m:!.dsr.s

develspeo

ost lllllllim technological}; ociety.
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contains the subjectives forces and re'

in
. ] ts uproot:l.ng: now .more than\‘Any other period.

.g 3 .expresses as Harxist-Humanism. It is that which not only givea

l'b 1 scope to a report on "The Black dimension and sl the .=
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The maxx Black mass outpourings for the Jesse Jackson candidacy
a’.me ({.v‘..-c_u.a i

this past year sharpened not onl?“feaponse to Chebt betrayal at the
: N

hands md of the Democratic Party, but remained the only forte to over-

whelmingly oppose the election of RanaldxReagarxfax four m re eaxs ngfuw;
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of Reaganismy That challegge to Reagan became truly global when the§§§i/

Black masses of Azania smiximxmmxienm intensified thelr struggle again t ‘#
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every aspect of apartheid. The two—way road betveen the U.S. and - kAW‘U"

f"

South Africa 1gnited a new youth movement in the U.S. in support of gﬁ
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! A
South African freedom and for dimxe divestiture, whicﬁ”ﬁgzended "-\TOaThﬂJ

. ;
emiki to vpposing Reagan's milffarism at Thome, /6 b or New
Nevertheless, the new South Africa movement immediately disclosed

\contradictions in the U.S. and South Africa.[—The two-wey road which ?LC£4%*n

-1p011ce had lll cordoned-off the area: The absolute degeneracy of

i : P v
n-nllhnnbao while detaining her ;ﬁiﬂ a multi-million 1lar bail.
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Aftica spoke the truw Philadelphia bMerica whe
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‘he revelations of police tortures of Blacks in New Ypr?;f
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South African- -5tyle shantytownse constructed by the homeless and then
torn down the city in Los Angeles, the escalation of racist attacks
on Blacks in Chicago because their is a Black Mayor, the conditionsg
of Third World hunger both North and South, and the ¢risis in educa-
tion, unemployment and socilal justice facing Black
n a separate world from the 8pring protests around the

struggle in South Africa. And ag radicals bemoaned the fact that it
waa South Africa, not Central American Support, which was eliciting
this new aMpawL radicalism, new divigions surfaced in the wix South

Afpiéan struggle itself.

and the slltlltxli historical-theoretical contgiﬁ
arxist1ﬂumauiam 8 30 yearswetx analysis of events in and actual

elationships to Iulnb African fre?dom struggles,
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In South Aftica, pro:est has alwaya walked in the shadow of
\ ' i i o

today that takes on: che'
that

‘aspecially those sueh as Cradock which have been tiiﬁ

This k new horror has not,

aucceeded tnxlnti;ta;xzklx-aznxxlxgnat:n:t-uatxtllinn:tnl
i political
'._the conflicting lxgllt:lttl:li tendenciea from fighting

'as the lateat clashes between the UDF and AZAPO
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What discloses at one xk and the same time the maturity of the Bla &

mass movement in South Africa and the sericusness of tx 1its challenge

to apartheid is seen first by the fact that the newly emergent trade
ﬂ‘@;f\’,.”’ 2 é) Ly

unions and the community organizations hawemqgj—beon drawn into the

factional fighting. Secondly, the'klxhxxxngtunx degree to which the

Botha regime has bent to internal and external pressyre of the anti-

g e PP L e/

. apartheid struggle is evident in its attitude BW® Nelson Mandela, the

acknowledged leader of the Azania freedom struggle.
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timing of the

Thus , no matter what motivated the/New York Times in releasing

'ffofmet Watergate prosecution, Qku Sam Dash's mxk exclusive interview .

\

xwith Mandala, seven month afteé it was held, Z2h there was no myate:yQ f-

hy'Botha offered Mandela a conditional release at the time of

nth xsiEKX isaue a moving rejeetion and

_et:e;tent_the mass movement ‘has eompelled ° Iet Mandela speak

T himself, if ‘not :lxth: directly tgaézete then to :he worldtjto‘?




age brought forth.

It is thev%hparablitiy of the last two quesitons whkich relates
hlxhxtl the Black dimension to the Caribbean at this moment and which
e impel 8 £x retroppective look at the moment when they arose con=
cretely in Marxist-Humanism, i.e., when we had a px physical/organi-
‘zqtional pPresence in Africa in the early 1960s.

| Take xhm what has become very familiar to us on the question of
fhe African revolutions, i.e., the fact that Fanon singled out its
greatest contribution to be a "new humanism". Angd though both Senghor
and Toure had also projected that as the basig of African aocialism,

1t was only Fanon who concretized that! meaning the mass movement and

D

“not the "African personality’ of the intellectual as Nkrumah had. Now:
: ‘ views " from two. very differenc periods on v
,en to two :tttt;llxxlixxtluxxnf

affinity between African and American Marxist-Humanism ia the p

'itaét‘onfthe question of humanism wat make more imperative the mas
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need to single out the "indiganousness“ of Marxist-luma

nism in Africa
and axd America?

and indeed forgotten,,, )

The advent °f map peoples,
unknown only Yesterday, onto the stage of :

:he;eontempd:arprefiod‘éfdééisivé.imr
?tanéé,;n chg»wdrld process of ' ‘

Ln thexwgiia‘gfltpdgy give to
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to Africa and tni#tﬁ?
& the Kenyan HXiXEX revolutionar

y writéf57.
MXBxw recently

negritude =~ reflected

¢y of the patriotic nationalistjc sectiou‘pf-__-“

in the cﬁribﬁéan”
ically by Raya in lxltlikﬁthélj
. A/ ) 5"-‘7'” .. e
the = question of the -

Extx It is therhrthat'th
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etates that UWe considered the African trip an indispensable requ;s;tefq
for the new book dealing with the political maturity of the masses - (
"the subjectivity that has absqrhed objectivity' to a degree that you
could not say where theory left off and practilce beganF:]It is that

a five page
which leads into mrexmifxxhke most original/expositionz on ﬂti:tza
the relationship of the dialeetics of liberation to the question of
organization., Raya writes that "the African phenomenon of "the par;y'
lis as specific to our revolutionary times as the decentralized concept
of workers councils of the Hungarian Bevolution. The very fact that (
“the umxikt worst feature of singlex partyism in Africa appears in (}}

¢Ghana where there are opposition parties shows that the evil is not

. 1in the single party- sm per se 8O much as it is £ in the limitations

I'ef'speech independent organizatxonu of the workers, .and the na!rowing
‘_ to ‘productivity.'' A Pl
annd criticizing those such as Sekou Toure‘who eschewed thejei;;;ivg
the p"people's party" _ b
'for ‘the mx masa partyl Raya goes on thexxite write tha
"d féct {s that he then_says: we don't discuss Marxism. Ve diecnenfﬁ
ﬁhétner to build a,bridge or a school, wher to buiid_it, and who'end "
W to do it. If even :haé were so -= that all people are btonghgii@;qd
h deciaion—making, the truth still remains the decision-making~1e
he practical 1eve1 only, thereby mam once again re-establishing the d:
sienAbetween mental and manual work. Everyone may be’ brought into ‘A

:'ecision where to, build what --but is everyone brought into the que

éof fornulating the theory under w

jThere ia many a Guinean whose concept of that which Toure ealls,'full
fricanization differa widely from his leader's concept for the in
ftellectuals to continue

'ﬁixpe;cuinean wprker does not wish to limit his participation to_‘

‘Or, rather, he wants doing to include the7th1nking‘thn§




davaloping the philosophy of African socialism.'
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_Luiugnph4&anphaaoiw“n&ﬂﬁgt:ﬂﬂntn'&uﬂ#tuﬁhat““THE*pertr
—~"What the party means to the ¥h African worker and peasant based -
on this underlying philosophy of Marxist-Humansism is that %x it is

"eha organization that has put an end to the fragmentation that im-

rd .
perialiém brough N Moreover, “"That fragmentation is not/limited Just

to tribal or geographic divisions, that is to say, the obvious divide
\

* Yhrtnn
and rule methsu\of colonialism.... (and) ¥ 1 must be stressed also

N,

AN
that this identification of fragmentation with the individual, though

it no doubt has som}\giigin in communal living, ag a tribe, 1is of
h

. 7 .
ast, 1is dirjjply related to the gaining of

:fthis era and not of

:%foeﬁoo,'the type of freedom that is" more then nominal.... It is tﬁ;s

i ,.. philosophy of Ereedom Now., It 13:;_
this which makes them revergg/the xist principle that no soclety
c&n;be free unless the indi;idual is frée, To the African, no indi-- o
vidual can be free unless o society 1is, Thet\\oay seem to be no coo;o:
tradiction 1n thia"and indeed it is only a differeﬁt\jormulation of i

,,the same thoug' . But the Africon persists in hsi own EQEmulation be—uf

Ecause h to  ;m it 13 not only that sociaty cannot be free, t that it -

'gcannot e:en exist unless it is organized ‘has its party which would thus”

aoluble 11nk between freedom and organization.

perspectives
ix I have quoted from this thix xhaxtz at length EEgzxER not only

of‘its pitfalla ca&n recognizo in this early 1962 2k thesis on the

”Africao"tovolution the methodologiaal pathway 1ending Sio-—eun_sn_ahc




Rak Rather myxpuxpmzwx it was for the purpose of underscoring the fact

the gmm historical-philosophic fact - thao the African revolutions

have their own deep indigenous philosophic roots, and did not have

to walt for the Black intel#ectual from the Caribbean to lead them,

any more than they a ka had to wait for the European Communists. It is
the latter that Raya reported on in lgﬁif;e/ﬁeeting the Camerounian

in faris, it is the former that CLR James is now trying to claim.

All that gwassimmElis assures is that we won't confront the stark
. reality that‘now faces us in the aftermath of the irxerunkexxxexmiuximz
imxfxmuadax U.S. imperilalist invasdon of Gre:heda, namely; that the
— ‘ —

- firat act of counter—ﬂ::/;evolution came from within. The truth is

tﬁet there is no way not to za face the objective situation left by

the Grenada pwewt tragedy. This 1is so not only for the Black worln bnt. :
.wfor.developing revolutionary perspectives for completing the unfiniahen
rrevolotions thao have been born in our age.‘ The stress is on‘unfinished
_;revoltuions ha.-qu rather than uam aborted because ﬂ-nl-duu'ud the
'ﬁﬂGrenada revolution did swiwkmms make significant achievements and. lived
-for four years, o

| NoG{?E%ﬁ%%; that Reagan's designation of the Caribbean as a "cirle

of criais" into which he launched his imperialist inviésion of Greneda :
, in Oetober 1983 has intensified as he carries out his overt destahili-
QABtion of the Sandinsta government in Nicaragua. Indeed, Reagon a de-
“.signating the "inidependent" West Indies and Central America as the

o ' an_act of o

"Caribbean Basin" was not fortuitous, but rather\IFY?ﬁﬁ“EE§; deadly
i kind of geo-politics. R

It was shewm that -# counter-revolutionary designation of uf the'

igCefibbean as a "eircle of criasis" which emerged out of turbulent de-

- velopment of objective and subjective forces in the Caribbenn nnd*ghq

‘Black world since px the 1974-75 global economicxg crisis.
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That no doubt is what the PPL (9-10) Ednxi anticipated when it

concluded that "what is at issue this very moment, hfzether we look at

the gle!bal ctisis of the 'West' or the whole world,and tmx its‘re-
structuréng', especially the North-South dialogue, is the question of

ﬂft’(,'

state~capitalism.” It was thaBlmarked the revolutionary developments
in the Eastern Carifbbean in 1979 with the Nicaragua and Grenadian re-

wa
volutions. it is that which Mbrought to an end with the counger-
. - ;)‘
revolution and‘the iavasion... & Accia

Mo
-h-hq-., it is more concrete now than when mﬂaﬁa‘ya or_:l.g’;lfa...a‘lti_ly

__m wrote in the 1964 #& draft perpsectives?that "rheory is needed

- _not only to discern the counter- -revolution, but to qvercome it. LH:lstory

may'repeat 1tae1f but a missed revolutionary moment perishes 1nto t%%{
mcs&ze_#t'—-t&o Fad
ming,min.t._m

‘\He have’ reached ﬁ;

“Cthe Black ‘dimension dla the Caribbean’ a el « g
) k A . ] /m "t_‘lf r(-, )

£ 2
¥ ot -~ : 5
s Ol "' oV A G b ‘

z\‘ ﬂ\-’f{’ 15 \Tu frg,{(/l Al
A (WW \V\\. "(J

@S@\\M W/\)'(Sb\s;pw - \ﬁ\b)‘s /\ﬁ .
- Koz Haaln ’“”‘%‘”({J\ \‘Q N

/\.- 0- fv\& "-«Ub) J/‘/

[




#* i #

B After the BREAK FOR LUNCH, Terrv, Chicago took the chair and
turned the ‘floor over to Mike ConnolllJ National Co-Organizer, for his
: “on "Marxist~Humanist Philosophy in Reader:rfviews and in News .
_tcrs Committees Organization." (Mike's report is included. else—
in’ this Bulletin and will not be summarized here.)
' Terry then call
Tyrner, "Black World" columnist. for his subreport to Perspectiv
e’ Black: D;mension and the Caribbean.” (Lou's report will be summa.
z fly here because the whole questiocn we are concerned with.'is it
concrete. development that flowed from it -- a new edition of Frantz Fah
Sgweto,‘ nd American_ Black Thought. It 'will have & new Introduction
TR and John Alan. and will be ready no later than Jan.«l986 )_
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Plenum summary, p.6

of Capetown. They have met with death from the sscurity forces., The
Protests involved attempts to march to Pollsmoor prison, where Mandela
ls imprisoned, Ever since Mandela rejected the conditional release off
last spring, the movement has turned more and more toward him, and the
government has to recognize that. The banning of the Congress of South
African Students is an attempt to break up the most passionate and idea:
istic dimension of the movement —- Black youth. Lou reviewed the way
the Black Consciousness Movement transformed the struggle into one for
the Black mind, Its unchaining. 1In FFSABT in 1978, we reported that
schools had become centers for revolution. Today there are reports of
police entering schools to kreak up alternative classes organized by

The civi] war we spoke of in the May N&L dates from th
the National¥wE Par ame POWET abter— W ISR sense i

i :
PV/ South African Ffascism has represented itself in the "mixed race" sectior
.

the.f4 - ck t
£t e struggles—

Tracing the South African freedom movement from
Sharpeville.through the revolutions in Portuguese
showed how, those revolutions both deepened the struggle in South Africe
and stiffened Botha's repression. At the same time, any illusions thét
independence equals freedom have been swept away. In the U.S,, we can
see the impact of South African freedon movements on the movement here, -
‘whether-among the youth, or in labor, as with the beycotts of South Af-
W rican ships by longshoremen.. L.
ANy -+ Part Il'of Lou's report took up the "State
WY Black America and its historical imperative:™ Black-masses as Reason
% and as vanguard." : There are ies" also wiqﬂ;;_%é:igigﬁggica, as Em-
¢,0a8 Darnell 'indicated in her attack 3 the Narioh §s0c. meeting
last month. .Calling them "whales dying on the beaches of America," she -
‘a@lso denounced them (in Tina Turner's words) as "private dancers for mo.
"o Tt raises questions about the direction of segments of Black Amer.
ca under Reagan,. and brings South Africa into sharper focus, This is
“.. going-on while Black voting rights activists in the South are under at-
- -tack by Reagan and his allies, and while Black unemployment is ignored, ..
« The debate over .the.direction of the movement is underlined by the new
- book by the-Black conservative, Theodore Cross, The Black Power Impera-
© tive.7 His -book only proves the truth of what we said in the 19608~~~
“that "Black:power has become a giant reindeer hat-rack, with many opposy.
ing hats hanging: there.": To see how the debate is even reaching into. .. .7
the estéblish?ﬁ}aqkf ganizqtions, Lou followed the National Bar Assoc.. .
~ formed in 192 en’Woodson) was struggling to have the word "Negro" '
- capitalized. } was also the year when the i Negro Labor Con-
. Bress was form

e have too much taken th granted, in thu

\ three~way -movene t.0f freedom ideas between. ] ck America and,
those islands. :The reason. we: have to.single- now, unfortunately,
is the courter~revolution. in Grenads in 198 hen the Reagan adminis-
‘tration revealed the documents of the New J Movement,. it was clear

ythat' the reyolution had been m philosaphy ofrggxaluxiﬁﬁf;
\.t‘endednup“op whole.Caribbean for Reagan's imperialist inter-

“'\'vention, Lou'showed the two pamphlets that serve as our basis for reve .
4\) 2utionary:ideas and -action in this arena -- Afro-Asian Revolutions, witi
\\.1ts critique: of .the "administrative mentality," and FFSABT, which we iou.
\like to propose be issued in a new edition this year. We need a fund ¥
“NJthe re-publication of that work, to determine how quickly we can meet t)
~ challenge of the Black dimension as revolutionary activity and thought
‘a8 it. develops this, vear.. ’




