Dear John,

Oh behalfl of the REB which voted to accepted you as e mekHer
at large, I would like to welcome you into membership in Newsa&nd
Lettera Committees. As you can see from the Letter of the Week that
I have Jjust sent to all the locals, we feel confident that you will
also suceedd in creating a local in Kansas., - And we are all looking
forward to seeing you at the Plenum we are having over Labord Day
weekkand, This is the point I want to develop further.

I know of know other llarxist organization that still follows what

the feellng was about breaking down all divisions, not only as against
. oapltalist, dbut leadership and ranks and the length of discussions,
during pre-convention pericd whem Perspectives were worked out,  .And
even the Russian Revolution,since it too was hampered by the concept

of the Blitist party that made no distinetion between Plenums and
gonventions, and even between members and non-members, did not really .
practice ending the greatest division of capitalism, the division betweer
mental and manual labor, In a word you will be having a tremendious '
adventure by attending this Marxiat~Humanist Plenum, .

_ . First, you,will receive, in addition to what is here enclosed,:the
- .Draft.Perspectices which will will be the center of discussionsa:at: the
Plenim and will appear in the next issue of N&L, . Secondly, fro
A uswillove 'ga".:tir;g-».%ieaitly-—“-;séar;’-i-‘friénda"L’e'i:_tersjrflz_fqu;thfe}\ ante
CxiasiNell as minutes of the REB., Thirdly, the firat discussion:bulletin
- :hasdlready been published and I will see that it is sent tojyousnt
¢ .There will be.other discussion bulletins to which you ean contribud
.o t411 the middle of August,. at which point if you havén't weltten by
- still . which meke a contribution before Labor Day wheri the Perspestiv
-+ -laiglven, you can bring it with you and it will be distributed te
- ‘mémBarenip. I will see that tha Call to the Plentm which. a8 the:
L reports to bhe Rhkdaum is sent to you. Also enclosed is. the- spei
U wiipplement .we had when I spoke at WSU Labor Archives which has
the Haya Dunsyevakaya colleetion on deposit. With it
MSEYT Stself which had continued

et your univer to. ord . Do inform us what you wae
donation to be; all that is"required” is a $1 a week which
- dgiridloulous. The rest is boluntary donationa. 4And we take for.
L ~1._-‘g'z_',‘g]i.ﬁ_t}qd:.1':§ao¥le give what they can for Marxist-Humanism. Pleaas lat.
-uBiknow what size bundle of N&L you would like to be responsable
for each issue. o : BRERA
.. Now I would like to add what Kansas means to me. What John Browd
*Bloody Kansas" has always meant to me, the tone beginnings of . the
“ifdigenousness of humsnism in this country. What I-always use to: -
- atress was what a philosophy of freedom achieves both in a’'yision fo
. ‘sll humanity and totslly new human relations even within one?s dwn "
- §rOUp.. Take the question of Abolitionism. They wers. pacifists, but
" there was not e single cne of them who did not consider that John Brown:
was not only aleader of’ at;oli-:i‘oniah gd :he bi‘:zogt of them all; e
had opened a totally naw chapter for freedom wi him martyrdom, - -Mag
‘when :s‘tcp further than martyrdom, He sald sgi) th%John Brg'a,nt




""coming to Kensas City and not finding a trace o

at Harper's Ferry opened a new chapter not alone for freedom in the
United States, but for the world, "Indeed, hhe Whuddopment of his
philcsophy of revelution,of hat Marx called "the new Humanism" ‘that
was go profoundly developed in economics, in politics, in all fields
from art to the specific internationalism of national revolutionary
movements, hung on that eritical period of the 1860s and 1870s as
he singled out the Civil War in the United States and the Paris
. Commune in France as the two highest points of self-liberation and
the masses being both revolutionary force and reason., I had cast
the whole history of the Unite@é& es from slavery days to the
19608 first and then brought it/Fé¢ently with a new 1985 Introduction
of American Civillzation on Trial, prictselyjon the indigenous roots
of Marxlsm in ) e ates and its world Humanist concepts, and
ealled the final decade of Marx (1873-1883) a trail to the 1980s,

Where Kansas comes in again, and that part also seems to be
little known is that the original organizers of Communism -- I am
referring to the fact when the 8ocialist Party split in two once the
Russian Revolution cccurred -- and who were to later be the first
Trotalylsts came from Kensas., James Patrick Cannon was proud of only
two things in his life (perhaps I should have said should have been -
proud of only two things in his 1ife) and that is having been an IWW
~ member, and having come from Kansas, A slightlyjmore almost todayish

.ineident was one that I experiencedstmetime dirgsy after WW 1I, was
‘ ‘ _ : ) all I was lolking . .
 for.of either the 19th or early 20th centuries. Nevertheless scme

. .Ghurch becauze it had some youth who were interested did.make a 1ittla
7 meeting for me. ' But, whai really brought home how people have forgotte

‘“fallith.;1ndﬁhtr£a1‘ahd.Black dimension present was in the sixties:

- when I, returned from my trip to Africa, from the Gambia, and brough
" bagk a youth who had won gome sort of scholarship to the university
. “in Kensas, * It 'was such a reactionary family that he had to stay wi;
that Wsipractically put me through an interrogation process, asking
-such quegtions as what was a white woman like me doing in the Gambi

" Was 1-&'Red?ete, eto, The poor young man did not wish to give up, th

‘V,yf1y31 ”h;of“gatting_an‘éducation. You should really read some. of .
" hig articles both in the Gambia and from Kansas. Come to Chicago -

‘-'ﬁ fuﬁ&xyggfw111.b¢ able to see it in the bound volumnefor those years.

o My ‘you couldn't have been more in tune with what we are: :
. ‘'conesrned with now, whether this we in relationship to N&L or the whol
- question of reifieation and time as we keep contrasting w at time is:
p.thqggipitaltgt'axglpitgtive syatem as"soolially necessary labor tim
and the way time is defined as Marx as "space for human aelf-developm

Your, -
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