VWIS &) RFWD

June 21, 1963
Dear Colleague:

In preparing for the Call, which I will draft for the REB
meeting on Monday, I thought of you, B » in relationship to an
Easay or a Disoussion-article during the pre-Plenum periocd, but
changed ny mind in relationship to what topioc I wish you. to write
about, In a fundamental Benae, of course, everything revolves
around Labor and Time, and no doubt I'1l have gomething to say on
that later, But tho essense of what is speoific to us this Year,
and what I've baeen stresaing ever aince Dec, 30, 1985, is how
neceasary it is to gtop repeating, no matter how ocorrect it is,
the political-pHlosophic results we have arrived at and, instead,
concentrate on methodology, not merely by saying so but by working.
it out, ¢ what it means b{ show. what 1t 18 in any

[+ + 1%t 13 the specifiolty that amlone cen make the
ooncrete-Universal both conorete and Universai, I tried, ob~
viously not with great suocess, to do exmotly that in the Cone-
vention Call of 1982, which remains the only Call that was prac-
ticelly the Draft Thesis itself, and took seven pages ingtead of
the usual two or three. The reason for all this was clear, at
lorgt to me; it was that if we knew the whole 3O~year history
with that question of methodology and politicalirzation ag itg
- center, and if I could show that to be 80 In the concrets book -
I had Just finished -~ RLWLKM ~- then that would meen that every-
one of us would likewise bacome a practitioner of dialectics.

If that had really happened, I wouldn't be saying almost the same

thing with Junt‘rurthqr!axampleeﬁ.right now.uwculd~1?marnataad;g-‘~»v133

""if ‘any book got ocompletely unreviewed even by us, it was

If any book thought itmelf wrongly -- I meen got i ‘6L

- Weongly <~ ag if it were just a women's liberation bao :

¢ Which only led to women leas undergtanding this one

Nan any other book, and that precise they really didn't .
grasp ity essence as Part III, ch had stated very spenly and.
with great detail that neither RL, nor WL were'nnx:Kero olome
to understanding the whole of their movements, beoause it ig im-
poseible to understand them without knowlng +the of Marx's

Marxisa AND WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING PULLY OUT ORIG ‘GONTRIBUTIONS. - -

20 IT WHICH WERE SFELLED OUT FOR THE FIRST TIME AS THE GREAT
‘OLVIDE BETWERN OURSELVES AND ALL POST-MARX Mmég -WHO REVER,
NEVER UNDERSTOOD FULLY MARX'S MARXYSM, BEGINNING WITH ENQELS
AND RRLATING THE *NEW MOMENTS® IN MARX, qnmgngm,moum,:mm
THIRD WORLD, T0 WHAT ONLY WE, AND NQ OTHERS, 'Y (CLUDING NO OMHER
‘AGE, - OQULD FULLY UNDERSTAND, SO THAT THE TRATI: {THE 19808
PLOWED, AT ONE AND THE SAME TIME, PROM MARX's 18808 10 -

- Now what has that got to do with speoifioi for you
~to work out a very serious disoussion art ole within the next
Tew weeks? Well, let's take those two words I seid I wouldn't
write about -- Labor and Tims, Pirst, you nesed time for your
labor, -patience and suffering with the dialegtic, time trqii i
alone, ocommunioating only with the slef-developnent of ths:Idea,
an ourself en swful lot of %ueationu. and not acosp'ting the
definltlon that one is doing "nothing* when one is th ing.
Secondly, wheress Labor is of the essences at the oconorete mtnge
it 18 in, vwhere it has to fight the Reaganites and the labor
hurasnaraav. I dn not mean that ¥our essav would deal with




-z- . v "

the details of what is happening in your shop, as if it was a
shop report for the local and was busy weighing what was wrong
and what was right. I am, for example, enclosing also a copy
of my letter to Andy on a different topio, though it ig also on
shop wor, r at least with paeople, with whom you are MK
oonoerne the question of trade union work and Marxigte
Humaniem and organization. I was relating to him something that
Trotaky was telling me about the thin line one has to tread when
one makes antl-war spesaches when war has slready besen declared

and must know how not to compromise one's principles and yet be
RASRA absolutely sure it gets him perhaps to prison but not xiiled.

Something of this has to he weighed in every trade union
‘situation, where you cdértainly don’t want to be so asharply againat
. the union that you bsar any reaemblance to being anti-union , and
yot sow no 1llusions in the proletariat that you think militency
alone will ohange the bureaucracy or throw it out.

I return to the question of needing to create time for
yourself, wheithor or not you sucoeed in getting your job back
and no matter how many millions of things are required of you
at home, which must WEX not be allowed to disturd your priority
for preparing net just to go to a meeting called the Plenum
but $0 consider what you are preparing for pre-Plsnum discussion
and what comes out from the Conter are actually part of prepara- .
tion for revolution ~- and that that cannot be without a p ilcaophy

of revolution, a,ugggggjgﬂyegnéex,ghilosqphy. Please ztudy .
- oarefully what is soing-t0-be the detemmining feature fer all -~ oo oo

reports, whether on Organization, on Petapaciivas, on Blaok,

qn-!in;ﬁcea ~= the niss 'philo;oihio Ifgka You choobb%yﬁur
own topio and give yourdelf a desdiine that will permit the
organigation to have it in time before the Plenum,

: Sorry, I seem to be so abstract about your"troubles"
but don't forget that, to me, troubdles mean that the revolu-~
tionary storm im aomewhere on the way, like the Irish troubles
before the Irigh Uprising, and the Kersnsy troubles before -
November, and the ubles that wepe never regegnired by the
bugy, busy, busy Youth, like Nay 1968, Paris.
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Yours, /,:

/ \Té /,Vf




