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Introductory Note ‘to Pre-Plenup Discussion Dullet+in #1

When Raya was 'writing her ?%eory/?ractice column on the first'
15 years of News & Letters,¥ she noted that --while the objective -
efs§t of De Gaulle's coming to power in 1958, which had compelled

Call for an International Conference, was fully recorded and
analyzed in N&L; and while the ramifications that followed the Con~
feregce which was finally held in 1939, including the critique by
Jeaan ﬂglaquais and others, were fully reflected as well -- the Con-
ference itself was not reported in the pages of R&L. Bess' Intérna-
tional Report to the K&L Committees Convention in September 1960 is
included in this 1935 first Pre-Plenum Discussion Bullétin to fill
that gap ‘and give the crganization today a sense of both that 1959
trip by the National Chairwoman and the 1958 trip that Bess had her~
self undert ken ‘to secure a contract for an Italian edition of Marx-
,.ism _and Freedom and to establish the beginnings of an internetional

dfalogue., Intluded with Bess' report are the actuals talk- Raya pre-
~.sented to that Internatlonal Conference in 1959, and excerpts from
thg resort Raya\ sent back from Mllan to N&LC as soon as the meetins
ha ended’ : .

, A very, differ nt period charactprzies the 19803. Because Jim's
’report to the- Detroit local on-the December 30,1984 presentation
by Raya 'to the Expanded REB 'had caught' the new ground that. was opaned\

"that meeting for’ ai} the developments that took us:from there,.
throu Hothe ‘Mareh 21 e nts, Lo the 'coming Plenum. it i8 included.
iﬂ thig firsﬂ Bulletin A 1dh also carries the 'Call. - . ﬁa

=1 "

“‘ 5'Peter 8 talk to ‘thHe " conomic Anthropology" Conference in Salt

Lake Gity 13 ‘included bedausy he .so0 creatively projected,-in this

) talk he’ ‘was asked to delivergn Marx's Ethnulogical ‘Notobocks, the.

;;,'anept ‘of Marxigt~Humdanism és\the crucial "mediation-between Marx;

fﬂ'and today,“.as Peter expressed t in thé letter.we have asked him
tp excefpt to include here winh he talk itself. . b e

L

‘ Finally, we include an’ exchang of 1ﬂtters hetween Raya and

hoy (Bay Area) who, elthough he was Writing on the 1973 work,hPhil-
. opophy and Revolution, had philosophidally COncretizéd~prec1!te_;
what we have focused on ever asince the \last Convention in the sec-
tion of our Perspectlwea rauled "Not by WPractice Alone.

‘ Although -all these pieces were writte before the Call was ia—

‘ftsued. they not only form 'the background for\it, but-are actually
”integrai to whatthe-Call. haa worked out for“pur discussion over: the'
next two months and at the ?lenum itself. - .

W = - == The Regsident Editorial Bogrd
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OFFICIAL CALL FOR PLENUM

June 28, 1985

To All Hews and Letters Committees
and Members-st-~large’

Dear Friends:

This year's Plenum Call needs vo give an accounting of &
period longer than usual. To do so objectively and subjectively means
more than just an accounting of the move to Chicago, which made
necesgary to hold the Convention of 1984 in July rather than Septem-
ber, so that this Plenum has to cover two more months, To fullyunder-
gtand the move to Chicago reguires knowing the history of Chicago,
when a new age emerged once the Ruscian Revolution had vurst forth
as World War I was winding dovn. That world phenomenon caused the}
rulers of world capitalism to (lunge into a counter~-revolution,. . not
only against Russia but withié\each one's own country. This counter-'
revolution showed itself in the U,8, in the Palmer Raids against all

- wReds" as well as against Blacks and Labor, The reason this soumds
so very todayish is due to Reagan's getting nfoiir more years" to fi-
nalize his counter-revolution both abroad and at home. .

...+ : . He has become the world outlaw in mining Nicaragua's har-

- -pors without even consulting Congress, and refusing to recognize the
World Court's-accusatlons. He has become a strike-breaker at homs,
destroying PATCO as the -first step in selling his busting ideo-
1logy. He has been rolling the clock back on 4he Black Re: ulon: :

~ the 1960s and on the gains won by Women's Liberation in the 19708,
‘Ohe Iookat -the fuch touted, so-called nprosperity” that Reagan is: .
tggkingJabout_reveals'suchtpauperization on the part of the Amerjigan
masses that Hunger is by no means charac

" World, :Remganism is waliting for
gelves as no more than skin and bones as

Africa's before ever he will accept the simple statistiC‘that'nb;leésﬁ3{7T

than ten million people have been added to what are officially recog- .
nized as poor,: Presently, as a preparation for an excuse to invade
Nicarague he has invaded Grenada; and he has done no little to con-
tr{bute to. the utter fragmen¥ation of Lcbanon. oL

‘o Reagan, all this is secondary o nhis Pax Americang '
world-ruler ambitions, embodied in +the nuclear Star War phantasy of
“g "winnable" nuclear war against the other nuclear Behemoth, Russia,

. Towards' this end he imposes endless militarization upon the -Americ
-+ ‘pedple ‘who must be subjected to pauperization, union-busting, racism

and sexism,

o . our bask this year is to work out how) to Fight Reaganism
with its Pax Americanaambitions, not only as we have always done =-
gnd this year we will be joining in the crucial demonstrations on the . /2
LOth armiversary of Hiroshima Day, Aug. 6 --(?EE)with all emphasis on .

~never separat ctivigy fram .2 ppilosophy o evolution, of true™
1iberation, %&7 WKWW\M‘MJ T e >

Last year's Convention Perspecti#es Thesishghrased the

task philosophically as: »Not bv Practice Alone."” This year's
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Plenum needs an accounting of how we carried out this task since the
move to Chicago and the further conecretization it needs now, The
shocker came from the counter-revolution arising from within the reve-
lutionary movement, The fact is that the .revolution in. Grenada in
the late 19703 had succeeded and yet it was that new. government 1t~
gself that had made it easy .for the U.S, invasion of Grenada, -What we

saw: that was new)as compar the revolutions of the 19608 was that
whereas the latfer had also relizd o oRIy-eotivity.andmore activity

and so subordinated -the question of philcsopiy that they remained uh- -
finished, here is what happened in Grennda: The revolution succeeded,
They had alréidy been in power sinrce 1979, It was at this poiny that
the Coard faction-shot—dewn-the 1eadin%Vface of the revolution --
Bishop., (We ntust {ggg_j%igﬁgﬁaégz%é%rrr. i/hat happened in Grenada is
the most recent—=nd most concrete 1Testation of what happens when
you separate the philosophy ‘of revolution from revolution itself <=
that: is, from the masses themselves; you fuereby make it easy for tﬁ?%
outside ecounter-revolution to invade, -
Where. Reagan has put his stamp of counter-revolution on the .
epoch of the 1980s, we have been working out the absolute opposite
with the designation that the trail to the .1980s had, in fact, been
.indicated in the "new moments" Marx had developed in the final decade
of the 18808, Our reconnection with the warxism of Marx,at .a time when
we vere working out the reality .of the .Third World's existence, vas '
.deepened. because in his last decade,whefi’he was studying pras-capitalist
.sociefies, he was predicting that the techiologizally - backward,lands
,Iigo?ld'experien%e revolutions before the technologically advaﬁcedizgun-
wiag, AL ng time has re-3 ra’ D a.ynizusoniy of Tevolu-
A tignagiihzacip%lur%gglujipn een more iﬁi??giive than iin--our age. ﬁﬁzﬁ'
K/ s2ts the task for this yea erspectived, .. 1o cdrhat Amhis) za¢ﬁgﬁy&, -
Copdnac .. Once we fully knew Marx' rk Tobtslify and ‘worked “thaty
..out for our own age, we developed a new category vi "pnsi-Marx Marx- /&%* 5
.- -ism" -as a perjorative of all Marxists beginning with Engels,, As we '
showed-in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberatiod, and Marx's Philosophy 0 .
Revolution, Engels.was no Narx == as .could ¥e sesn in his VAry LFrst P
. work_ alter the death of Marx, Origin. of ‘the Family.  While the Giver- .
- - :gence. from Marx may appear +to be.on the guestion.of Women, the truth ll&ﬂ-,
is.that ‘the question -of dialectics .is involved, ~ ' by'no means limited f.e, !
to-any .one subjact, ‘but to the difference botween Engels’ wnilipear. -
view of the development of humanity @und’'Marx's multilinesr view, |

oo . One-exception to post-Marx Marxism cs a perjorative --
-Lenin == .is related -bo the fact of his return to the legelian Dialectic
.88 he faced the batrayal of the Second International as he was prepar-.
~ iing for the Russisn Revolution, He recognized then that it waS/d ‘ques-
tion.of any.single work .of Marx that had not bsen understood, but that
Marx's greatest theoretical work, Capital, "especially its first chap-
ter" could net be understood unless one had gone through the “"whole”

of Hegel® oglics This remaing a bridge.for all Marxigts
today, ¢ enin's unchaining of the dialectic got stuck on the 1902~
03 con of the vanguard party. That was no concopt.of Marx's. That

concept,. very nearly word for word._wasﬂﬁgken,ﬂrcmlxautsky,-and the .

LGGOOZQ




-t

whole Second International, both reformists and revolutionaries,
accepted this,* It is this 1903 concept, though Lenin modified it
through the yéars, especially in revolution.-- both the 1905:and the
1917 revolutions -- that hé never gave up, not even in his last few
years, This was so even though he had sensed the early bureausrati- -
zation and saw in Stalin both one who had "accumulated too much power"
and one who had no comprshension of the revolutionary nature .of :the
Ndtional Question -~ especially in the case of Georgia., This betomes
the determining question in our age, and not just in Russia's reda=
tionship to Poland, but-to all of East Europe, And, it 'is by no .means
only a question of bureaucratization or the National Question,-as.the
Russian masses are likewise suffering from the glass enemy, their own

rulers, State-Capitalism,.

o, .. ‘ mes- imperative tb'sigéle'nut.the.exp}éssibﬁ‘ nthe
WM@ ," from what we always defined rf[arx's:l{umgn-
—{sm to be =~ "a new continent of thought and of revolution"., It is

the new continent of thought that needs a great deal of further de-

. velopment and discussion, There is no other serious way to fight -
Reaganism; which is moving helter-skelter backwards on all fronts =--
Labor, Black, Women, Third World and especially Central America ==
constantly universalizing his reactionary ideology. "Where he is not 1

- engaged in an actual invasion as in Grenada, he is planningone for
Nicaragua, and possibly even for Lebaron., . He 'is now both sponsoring:

-counter-revolutions and "propping up reactionary regimes ‘like South :
Africa, as, well as interféring with Americans travelli¥ig abroad by .
warning them not to go to Gréece in the very period when Greece has ©

, .,bae?fgeclared to ‘be "ihe .cultural world capital" by the Buropean Comi-
o mun y;.:h . L . - . . . LIS ' : -l' . Lt . ,:_;._",-_.- )

... .- . . _The one thing that has arisen over the hostageé ¢risis which
-+ . .has been 1ittle noted but is the one important positive fact ig. the -
. - humian action which hag.been able:to--influence ‘eVen such a Behenoth of
' " redctionary ideology as Reagan, Here the media is showing. how Reagan-
, ite they themselves are, notwithstanding Reagan's criticism of them,
.7 when they do not reveal that Reagan has been doing more than just toy-
- ing with miljtary moves (bombing of Beirut?) irres%ective'of“the death

- ot the Americans  Mhat they are not revealing is that it is_ the. or-
: ..+, dinary people, *" 'aroused over: the lives of other human béings,
“"". 7 who hdve stayed Reagan's hand so far, If anyone thinks that ‘philosophy
~ .is not involyved here, .they know nothin% of how inseparable life and
‘‘philosophy ‘aye, and will not know how to fight hijacking, kidnapping,
bombing and other forms of terrorism, P . ' S

. For this Plehum, we _had to.return to our 1'Plenum Call -

.. Dbecause it was there that we firs?t pointed to ;he‘om_zous nagu{ilzg R
" . %he age because of Reagan's coming tc power t was . in our Call- tha

. ., ¥yéar that we first used the expressionF&ngggnizafional respunsib;l%ﬁv
i?igor_the Marxist-Humanist philosophy.of libefatIiomnt féed, what fuol-
“lowéd. ever since that Plenum Wa® Convention upqnwcpnvention..alx::r

. , SR _ S T
-# "The one thing that broke the Social Demoorats in.Ruigia into . . .~
. Bolsheviks, and Ménsheviks dealt not with' the cohcept of. vanguard
party, but with the question of having to. belong to -a loval’and be.-
disciplined by it, - (See M%rgigm gnd_Freedom, -Chapter XI, "Forms -
of Organization: the Relationship of the Spontaneous Self=-Organiza= .
tion'of the Proletariat to the''Vanguard Party') - — - . "
)
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coneretizing that responsidbility, In é%é;, for example, the fools
was on "M§E¥E§E§25Y and PoliticalizatioR™ with the aim that we wowl
all hecomé "practicing dialecticians.” The l.arx Centenary Year,
1983, dained a special importance both because that year witnessed |
the most extensive lecture tour we ever undertook, with our ¢trile
QiJnexg%gﬁigp“ in hand, and because it was the. last year that™our
original editor, the Black production worker, Charles Denby, was with
us in working out the new amendments fo our Constitution and the wY
projected move to Chicago. It wes that year that so many new doors !
were opened to us and we were given both Black Studies and ‘Yomen's
Studies platforms, Indeed, the many new additions writtgp. during the
Tour that year for"the Rosa Luxemburs book" have becomeﬁ%inal chapter
in our new, fourth book ~- Vgmea’s DLiberation and the Dialectics of 45

evoAution: Reaching for iha Eqigﬁézggzi_fﬁ/ W
: gﬁj Wq% s <D 0
% f§, the, %ET“ B Perspeetivds [Thesid -~ "Where are th

W #=8 )
80s Going? The Imperative ded for—aTotally New Direction in Up-
rooting Capitalism-Imperiadizh™ ~- concluded with the expression,
"Notby practice 3 v which beceme our point of concentration thi

—<%/the Expanded Resident Editorial Board Meeting-held on Decem-CﬁX*ﬁ
per 30,* 1t was there we_showed--that even.when we focus on a single
subject, Women'’s Liberation, the dialectics of revolution can be con-
cretized as it was developed over 35 years -~ which means that it was .|
present in embryo even before we had the category. of Marxlst-ﬁymanism.
Poth its American roots and its world Humanist concepts manifested

\ and exhibit of our Archives on dzpcsit with Wayne State University
hold such significance for us, - vhat has now given a totally

'new meaning to the word, Archives, is the realization that only be-

\ cause we now have all of liarx's arc
\VA( Elcgl Notebooks, do we fully under
?ssays,.whijgb' cluded the
: o é§5<-What come3y th 'esseﬁée ie thisi the \ew forceg of
UV fevolution must not be secparated from the Reason of revolution, &8
well-ag theé establishment of new human relations., It}is because Marx's
"new moments” ‘meant both the racognition of new revolfitionary forces :
as Reason as well as taking the rasponsibhility for dgveloping these -
inseparable froi develoving your philusephy, that w¢ have this year °
reached a new conoept of Archives and of the relatiopship between an
Idea in embryo and that same Idea fully developed and projected,’ -

view of 1:153%_:_3_

&

of. Man/Yona, elationship,

Flowing from all this -~ beginning with
Archives and going through our own Archives, includ
ghigago - wgtging a ner dimension to tge1vgrytgord
5 to say, without knowing lar: ag a totali ro
demental writings, it was impossible %to undersiand all the
tionsg of the very first of harx's writinzs in 1843-44 as a higt
break in thought, The point is that this first break with capitall
vas not only an opposition to what is but an opening to the future..
That is what makes one fully grasp that the birth of Marx's Marxism.

# fhe presentation that wag given "internally" to the RED at this
meeting was presented publicly - and videotaped on Jan,27-~Feb, 3,

OGal . ' : 16602 J

(themselves not only in those 35 years but throughout the whole df'ourtuéﬂ- f
Archives, This is why the karch 21 events in Datroit at the lecture \Jtv/.

year, This is—~Tthe reason why we considered that, in a fundaménta%Tﬁ;wp#{r/-
tg?/iggﬁaglenum discussion actually began on the last day of “{ [N

-ves, which include the Ethnolo- | j o
sand ﬂis,very,first 1844Human§st-'<j;:j-

|
i
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in embryo wag, indeed, a new continent of thought and of revolution,

- ~ The Plenun this year, which is the meeting of the full
. National Editorial Boared members and alternates, opens in Executive .
Segsion . Friday, August 30, 1985 at 7 pm, All sessions of the Plenum
are then opened to all members and to invited friends, who are given
the -.same nrivileges to the floor for discussion, ‘ ‘

"~ The ixecutive Session on Friday will be preceded by ngtiOﬁés
al meetings of both the Youth Commlittees and the Women's Liberation-
N&I, Commitiees, . : .

- The +two day Plenum will officially open on Saturday morning,
August. 31, at 9 am with a Welcome by Dave Park, The Perspectives
Report will be given by the National Chairwoman, Raya Dunayevskaya.
The integrality of philosophy is seen in the "and" in all of the re-~
ports this year. Thus, there will be two Organization Reports: Mike
Connolly's on "llarxist- Humanist Philosophy in Readers' Views and in
Crganization": and Olga Domanski's on "Crganization and the New
Book, Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution.” liugene.
©* Walker will. report on "News & Letters and its relatlonship to Perspec-
tives,? . and Lou Turner's subreport to Perspectives will be on "Black
Dimension and the Caribbéan." Peter Mallory will give the report on
"Philosophy and Finances." ' -

J

T . _The final report, on Leadership, becomes an Executive Ses-
"'sion for the membership. . ' : RS

4 . oo With this Call, we are asking-the Chicago local %o host .
the.Pleniin, for the first time, and to be responsible -for a Saturday .

f,_;'-;_fe_vening party. to greet out-of-towners,

- .=qPreePlenﬁm:discussion begins with the issuing of this Call,

_'ffThe DraftfPerspedtives will eppear directly in the pages of the-Augusi-
- gSeptember~issue of N&L, which comes off the press on August 2, for .

full.discussion, through to the Plenum itself, Discussion throughout
the summer. within our local committees and with all those we can
reach:and, whom we may. wish to invite to the Plenum itself becomes &
measure- of .the inseparability .we put between preparation for our
Plenum and all our many activities throughout the pre-Plenum period, -

-~ THE RESIDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

e e e T e el e




