February 17, 1985

Professor David Joraveky
History Department
Northweatern Univeraity
Evangton 11, 60201 -

Dear David Joravaky,

The report about you from two young intellectusal friends of ming ==
about

Kevin Anderson and J == exclted me. I have baen thinking
you ever since the publication of Soviet Mareimy ral Seianosg
1961, I folt I had o follow-traveler in that strango region that none
wanted to pay attention to «e the Russian philosophical debates of the late
twenties that included the remark about Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks as
"tantilisingly guggestive of a new twrn in hig thought,.“

May I tell you why I felt 80 delighted
hardly paralieled m{

Lenin'e encountor w
Great Divide in Merxi
Second International,
right word for battling) with Marcuge who
Proface for Mar .and Fraedom. E,H, ¢
81ty and had joined us gt lunoh, agked me for
+ He followed thig up with
that if 1¢ {g really true that the active revol
waz filled with nothing but ravolution,
rhilosophy seriously, then every Russlan ‘
would need to change hia position on all he had sald about Lenin,
naturally flattered and a few months later, when I finally signed a
for the publication of &y work, asked if I could please uge that lo
for my publisher's publiclty., To my shock, since he wag
though not affected by McCarthy &t a note from him whichhbakd he
41dn*t remember having written me whit I quoted hinm,

Thie, daar Joravsky, followed very nearly a decade of having tried to
give my translation of Lenin's Abetract of Hegol's freae
to_any publisher -. thig ineluded evaryone from the Slavic Divigion of
Colunmbia University to the Trotekylats -« before I eimplyd appended it to ny

am loo rward to in-person fellow travelling with you.

You couldn® think, could you, that the plece that the Fremch Trotakyk
ists published in 1977, "Troteky as Men and Theoritician.” a piece I had
written in 1928. was writton in 1977, some 40 gears afier I hroke from
Trotsky? It isn‘t that I ever hia anything, wrote on Trotsky whon I
was his pecre « Ny permission for lett ng the Trotskyists publish it
wag two-folds The introduotion must gtate (1) the fact that I had broken
with Trotsky; & (2) that the "Russian question” was not the only thing I
disagreed with Trotsky on, Higtory has recorded Lenmn Trotaky‘e greatness
in the Russian Revolution; and I oonsldered By own great experisnce with
himjae great. But {t ig the forty years since a broke with him that are

well documented with my three major theoraetical works, and soon to have
a fdrth on Yomen'a Lihern;igg and the Dinlectice of Rggglgggog: Rggcg;gg
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F . And it ie naturally my Marxist-Humanlism
I want to project.

Are you by any chance going to be in Detroit March 217
The Archives of Labor H,story and Urban Affairs of Wayne State
University will have a month's display of selections from my
Archives, which incidentally does have as one Appendix some
of my correaspondence with Trotsky since I felt people would
be interested, I will be speaking in MoGregor Hall on March 21
from 7 t0 9 p.m. Afterwards there will be a reception, during
which time I will present to the Archives the page proofs I'm
correatkng of my new work, and bring the entire collsction,
which had stopped with 1981, up to 1985. I am entltling these
four years ctle olutlons erio 00 nd Worid

cept

Internationslism has naturally always been my main pra-
occupation. I spepect that J had been attracted to
me because I was knowledgable about the international ramifi-
cations, especiamlly to Pereia, of the 1905 Russian Revolution,
I had a piece on the 1979 revolution in Iran which analyzed
i1ts connection to thelr revolution in 1906-11i, focusing on the
fact that in 1906-11 women there had established anjumans. That
wag the first women's “Soviet” anywhere, Russia included, and
Rusela then also meant Poland with Rosa ILuxemburg ae its leader.
(I'm sending you a copy of my work on Rosa Luxemburgs I hope

you'll wish to review it.)

I will be back home in April and I hope ws will finally
be able to meet in person.




