‘ Nl\i‘th“zl,'r 1985 z.’:.ecture, whicha the vayne.
sity najepihrchivesiisi arranging for me, with7ta whole' morths devote
to an exhibit of a representative portion of the body of ideas we
call-Markist-Humahisf*, 15 ans hdstoric: first!--"but quite taxing fo S\
ma ..~ Hol. can:q poesibly. 'ccwer the rangmof a. half cenhzry' oﬁu wniticna ;

of cmestiona and discus'sion, and a third hour for aarecept:.on? k
: R FA A S SUR R R L AT S st ,'rf.' e
Take, for: example., then question of’ the m:chives of T raeldon. Q_
have a chance, even in a two hour talk, to do more than simply point
R to sur'®rchives. Guide.l- -Hofv,. I repeat, can-I solve’ that problem, es-
¢ specially when what:I;wbuld like. to work: eut is not. ‘onty:{the: :balk but
" actualilyrhow to- rojectitour Body of Ideas'in a single? Fulletin.” “When
I 'remembered. that our.National-co-Organiser,: Mike,« ha8 vovered 'muchi:
of the'Archives collectionh’ in substantial form in‘the- classes' we- ‘held
last” Springy I decidedi:that:T would-like that:-included: in .thef lxulle!:in
we want to: issue o« Iy 'a'an. 2F. talk on "'I‘he 'Dialec -:Lcs of Revdlutian
"and ‘Women’®s.Libe ; BHC LA )N
alk, ast Ti-davel
'g.a whicl}’ was; vide

'. o 13T SO mau-wlnan‘ﬁnw, PRURER
it r"".Having' mﬁe'.thabhﬂeqision, Ia then’ falt strongly’ that} t¥e<ey
special bulletinly :Mad Lhrpdndi fhiour Bedy ofiTdeds aleo had) ‘Ewoinsig

« fl

hﬁ:as. -é'seahlis}ibd by) 1yl at ou’m ve

L 2l sepavafet:phildoedphy kom practica; but @
X5y, phib @

- Maraﬁ —Hulna:hi.sb:‘organ randr't',a:rmzsg:gm
S mé to work out the first o at becanié the "trilogy of revolution" ~-
‘n!l- Marxism apd Freedéi from :1776:Until Today.  Therefore, I think it
4(13 quintessential that my "In Memoriam" —- which covers the entire
period Frbm it vary Eirst: ttime’ I met :Denby:"in 1947 ko thet wery lastr
By writidg Meirdid« £or e k9 83184  News  and Le.tter%é Hflintiofi ~~ -should:
: betidnicluded 1 anyoverald viltw- of paper, philosopHy ‘andiioryanizatdon.
g‘ epelt Huch -3 butletinibhould’ thenales ‘indlude: the' Convéntrlom report
Yot "Newat & Lettars as’ 'n}féo}fy/Pra'bﬁice-", given at - our:(1984%85 onven<
Honi' byl Edglene)? whom: Cha¥les! Denby ‘had 2skedl ‘to’ come td/iDetrodt:- tdnbe
> Chef Lmani'o¥ Ehe. "Philosdpﬂio—'l"dchnical Committee whemw wé: decided: toe:.
becc:ameFJ “E2 . pa’ge paperl T vitaw ot e st e nabg Ty ~"""“

uq.r J HE :' 15280 g\"tr;u IS :n‘ﬁf LETY e -'-"'""‘:"51-":’: fl"D‘J" v ; Jl AT & j- ._)

= ave been published on Inték'nm:‘ional ' Womagh' g Day,v '1985. v;.!ra.wam" eapa‘-
prially anxious for this because it is the very first time I included 0
WO contrihutions f.b OIga in a ‘book for the first time totally devoted




-

revolutionaries. Because this is a most important step in our devel-
opment, I felt tiw2 bulletin I have in mind should include the Essay
from the ‘new book by the National Co-Organizer, Olga, which summed
up a whole decade of ‘Jomen's Liberation since it hecame a Movement.

"fff;?-w T g -'\.*"{ﬁ""-"""“ e ¥RaS will have in 'this'gpecia 1- Bulletin a Black produc-
' ‘tion worker-editor and the two National Co-Organizers, as well as .-
-the Chairman of the Philosorhical-Technical Committee —— all. in a -
- single bulletin which will project the integrality of philosophy;
revolutionary journalism, pamphlets of the voices from below, as well
as both the books and activities of our 'organi~vation.

: * I will be proposing this special Bulletin to ths REB at
our meeting this Monday. You, of course, will get the Jan. 27-Feb.3:
‘apeech,.which ‘Olga 'is now Btencilling, as soon as it is regf‘_‘-_.y -
should be. able to mimeo it by the; end of next week. But,-iF z
?aﬁi’észﬂith'my proposal- for the' special Bulletin, the pagas-frew—wil

é_e,t/v ¥11-not:be sent out with a cover, That will wait until it is../
‘dncluded ‘in the full bulletin .Y have described. here, which I would .k
wish' to'présent .to ‘the Archives on March 21 in Detroit, - and offer A%:

. fom 'sale everywhere so that an overview. of our work: is:--aontained, 4,
S {"a’ ‘single bulletin. : " For-that lecture on March 21 ?Mfomf:i--

g oo -Eh@. N@W Volume we will be.donating -to.the -Archive;(,zmé?f/t-he -fou

yearg from' 1981:to 1985, I:am proposing:the title: DITALECTICS OF .
oo REVOLUTION:! -AMERICAN ROOTS :AND WORLD HUMBNIST 'CORCEPTS s i:f [

TEWHT i CaTan r '

. et KT T, gapmrroo e m PaoabETTA e e KA LT S
etEnlids tio¥ow willithear-£rom me: againi-after.the mnz:meetipg-i\éz:n-ﬂ::
Wd! send -out - thenREBi :Minutes:-and:the- Letter of the 'Week,  which: will:: - ./
alsoiineiude the' Editorial: assignment. for.March. issue. and -a:‘prelimi-- \f)"N

: y NAXY: weportyon ‘ther:seaxch: for a Convention Hall  for Labor - PAY. .a¥ia-
R Lo E S L R e S U S R

J’,‘“ C e B S P LML PSR ol N "? Lo Your_:s, :

Y '@‘/Uq"l A A Y S PP L. . R T S P AR I 3

\ “iThe "exhibit willi iinclude: news clippinga; and photos: from .what ‘they-;
Wills call the MRarly. Years, " -including-one withigun on guard dutyt-y
:for :Leon; Troteky diuring: the year 1937-38,:when I -was Trotsky's -Secresr
¥ary,: translator and guard .in Mexico. - Even..thgugh. the Marxiast-Human-~

ietnAxchives Bpecify -that. the documentation..of State~Capitalist.;Theory
: r‘pnd:.ﬂgmiatdnmnaniam-e begins - in -194),. the.material actua 11ly;includes:.
much earlier material .such.as. the,correspondence with Trotsky... In—
Ndeed, it includes material from the early 1930s.-~-. 1932, .to be..on .
gxact, when I became business manager for Trotsky!s Russian Opposi-

tdon: Bulletin;(the underground edition was -s0 tiny,. one: needed a

" . 4 . |‘-.

. [
, L

ofi:m Trotsky Archives: to Harvard Undvexsity.: - .1 i oo n o eed
; e Lt '“__f_.-/)‘:..._,_‘ ey S SN e R y el Tt
ey AN, [ecsarer 5 00

dere fo-

i ‘6"1-14,:»;‘
(2

s

special ;reading.glass.).. ; It wes: that.decade when T gold: the idea:- - Sy




February 6, 1985

Dear Friends,

The 3~21-85 lecture which. the WSU Lajor Archives is arranghng for

. Qo CAfffe ™ The
me, with a whole month o géntative portion oﬁAbody of ideas
of Marxist-Humanism, along with plcturea ; 1z a historic first but quite
taxing on me, How can I p0551b1y cover the range of a half century)
vritings and activities in am one hour presentation, one hour of questions

and discussion and a third hour for reception?
Take for example the question of the Archives. I seldom have any

chance)even in a two houf talk>to do more than simply point to our
¢ S
Arhives Guide. I repeat, how can I solve that problem, especially

. tomere! Le et o v s et
when what I h&ve—-in ming is not alone the +alk but actually how to

project our body of ideas in a single bulletin. 1’({hen I remembered

a——

f"hat our national co-organlzer Mike had covered much of the Archives  :

L v
ollection in a-memwe subtantial form ta o in . the ¢lias _é we -
Voot D Len~car Lo R

qheid-in the Spring) I thesefore decided that)together w1th~mz5£:fzz85

ﬂ %AMIWU-OfC(‘Jm
.;’sncizude—'bh&#im bgg—M*ﬁ b ; %(chruaa ‘f‘og{‘b
3 N ; But I felt strongly.iha—&aek/ini%hgg%ournallstlc organ, News & ngg gg‘
'"} nflih&%—boﬂy"ofwtdeas. Not only have we nevef separated nhllosophy fnmm

practlce, but/%ruly historic and philosophic first was egtablished by

B us at our very first conference in 1955 when we decided in the very
}}same motion to have a Black production worker as editor of this Marxlst-
L b oL whad bocarni-— :
A Humanist organ ana me tomrk out the first o\,@he “frilogy of revolu- )
tion. Marxism and Freedom from 1776 until today. Therefore I think ig, 43
== The £nlit J-#L_ A
is quintinessential that my "In MemorLQm.fﬂwhiCh cOVerﬁAfrom the very '
firet time I met Denby in 1947 to the very last writing he dbd for

the 1983 -84 News and Letters ConventiBhﬁFﬁSﬁld be inc uded in this over
Faguch G fetlts 72‘0\

all view of pder, philosophy and organization. It a so /79
S/imd enclidl Het&ﬁ -"V
W the W_wsﬁﬁﬂﬂ-comentmn report

uhutu*tha*-w&c,given at our 1984- 5 Convention by Eugen§7whomo Chgrles~

7 1695
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Denby had asked to come to Detroit to be chairman of the Philosophic- ,!
!
|

Technical Committee when we decided to become l2-pager,, . ,
~bhoic ot iPen ity upland s, .

~d . . .
lWhat w8 wanted to include in t 3-21 lectlr WEE A oressRtation

i

Day, 1985, I was especially anxious for this beci@se it is the very i
ANCCU A LT R L)t il triian L L M0l ftodiat~

qust time that I cembined Olga‘s—neme—with~mine in'a boo ,<boteilly
devoted to ourselves, and not((j'ust giving g Marxist-Humanist anhalyeis

. . s 2LAS . .
of other revolutionaries,’ “this 1s a most important step in our develop~

&Jgei’"’ ﬂﬂ,&‘d(’(f rranl? A{-‘uxﬂ v ML Sfigittef Aol l 05’«?@ 0{
ment’ the National Co-Organizer, O0lga, W’—l}p a whole

decade of Women's Liberation since it became a Movement. {we thus will ;
have in this special Bulletin a Black p?oductioh workg'f\’gnd the two National
Co~Organizers, as well as the chair’{%‘;‘/vthe Philosophical-'l‘echnical Comh i'ﬁtee.
all’in & single bulletin which will pro ject the integrality of philosomy.’ B

gﬁ s)below, as well as both N

revolutionary journalism » pPamphlet om

£

i s e Tyt

oice
_books and activities of ,'c{}\{le;,gx: nization,.} I am propos“hn b ‘
S - o —— A A ga @. U g W%l

i itle MQM\m lecture g.fi-'\ ~21-8 the four years o :

T _ v 2 5 ~o Ptk Lenmart y ! y _ o
wmmwiemme t HWDIALECTICS"
OF REVOLUTION: = AMERICAN R0OIS AND WORLD HUMANIST CONCEPTS," -

e pdesrtso T e,

I #1171 be proposing this &5& special bulletin to the REB

e,

& meeting this Monday. You, of course, will get 1/27 speech)

'which Olga is now stenciling.as soon as it
et TWREL Gpmne 2ty

o P .
~end of the week.,A But will not
- all the material we will be adding to 33
~_of which I redid for video 2/3/85, T“i&%—mm-wtﬁ—m Pe | RO Sl
Y "y M 200000y Qawe. e e tice By, Whee A § et gre et
present ¥o e Arec J.vesa?%&wéﬂ offer for sale so that an
om3{a-)

s overview of our work is contained in a single bulletin, loe
o You will hear from me again after the REB meeting when I—ﬂew

""_the REB Minutes and the Letter of the Week, which will also have on

| st section

e s

its agenda the Editorial assignment, and the first report of looking

16551
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for a new convention hall for La:

el goess s ',w,u;j

with gun on guard duty for Leon Trotshky
during the year '37-38 I was LT's secretary, translator and guard,.

B Event though ';%'Marxist-liumanis*t Archives specifﬂg’s \%he ¢

of state-capitalism apnd Marxist Humanism begins in 1941, 4
¢ tnctorots

- CtLig (g .
materia . ineludes boreespondence with Trotsky -end—in

: oly {g_a.un oS
o ﬂn"?-{the"'eg"g‘ 'y"1936 1.1932 to be exact, when I became business et

for Trotsky's Russian Opposition Bulletin (the underground edition :
s Prad icopioccefen
and—Lop—the—fixat -

was so tiny as—to need/a special reading glass),

@me sold the idea of a Protsky Archives to Harvard University .\ 72’-2
A ' — B
coyers all the new translations I did from

Marx's untramslated.#orks ( and I'm not referting only to the
| ] )y much more I did fgr just the Tendency)as
: . Lenyf's -

well as I« I Abgtract of Hegel's Science ofi Lo ic,

oo 5&rcc£_/)w«. futhenr




February 11, 1985

Tos TLocal Organivers
‘Re: Feb. 6, 1585 Dear Fiiends lettnr

Co e -, . ) .

Daar éolleagues-

s

The reason you were asked to W1thhold readlng the Feb: 6 letter

a

until this “P s.“ could be read dlrectly ‘after completion of the read-

ing of the end_of the second paragreph oﬁ'pegé'l‘wae to'assure’ the

1

removal of the loose expression "Hew tonclusibn on 'Unchaifing «the ' -

FELALY] . v

Dialectic'" and thus to correct the historic-pHitosophieyrecord.
1]

'Fifsﬁ{'tﬁerE'TE?hotﬁfﬁg'"ﬁéﬁ" Jioiﬁ 19'85 % "« in“the unchaiming -

of the dialectic, wh1ch 51gnalled the 1953 bixrth of Marxist-Humanism.

A ‘

The word "new", is a SDecifl?, ‘diatectical, Hegelian-Marxian, . -
‘. .- EE T T L R .. i... L

philosophic category, which sighifies a higtoric first - in Hegel's

concept, that of a "birth-time of history“- Marx’ unchained it, -not- to-

deny its revolutionary-critical nature,’ ‘Bt to deepen it by uniting

Dialectical Philosophy 'wibth Reality. For bur age, T gaught, the link:

of continuity w1th Marx, and freed it from the valgar: materiallatic~"f

Wit ‘ -

”[communlst post—Marx Marxi é" rip,‘by unlockzng~the ‘specificity of -

EP ST R L R SR

_ the post ?orld qar II e exa a5 an age that revealed 2’ "rovement from -

rfl

"jgprsctice“ as well as from theory. (See the very first bulletin News:
& Letters issued in’ 1955, which contained both ‘my Letters on the.

‘=fhbsolute Idea of Mav 12 and’20 *and my tianslation of Lenin's Abstract

i . . .
T TR B . s e

of Heqel 8 ﬂcience of Loqic.

Even before the May 1953 Letters, it was the first transiation'.of

Lenin B Dhi1osooh5c Hotebodks and - Ty commnntar{es ag I sent that

'frahsiation to CLRE thét'é1efteﬁ him philosophically that I was’ movh3:

ing beyond where he left the Dialectic in his "Nevada Document? on'. .




: e
Hegel.. That was fo11owed by my activity in an actual Miners' General

cerike in 1949-5¢. RBoth philosophically and practically v unchaining
of the Alalectic was climared in the gpecifically most dxrr1cu1t,

¢inal section both of Logic and:ogfﬂind. It soon was to "coincide,

hf no - accident-whatsoever,,di:ectly with the HcCarthyite and FBI lietw
ing of the “Johneonévorest Tendency.” -§° fe; as ELRJ was concerned all

this:1aidﬂthe“philosqphic}end.practical ground for hlS physical break—

A" —

up of the® -Johngon-rorest. Tendency, beginning,_fxrst, thh the 1egal

1- PR

absconding of our paper, which was then called COrrespondence, and was

praceded hy-hiefrecallfrom California_to piﬁhsiderof our “officiel"
phiioebpherﬂ Ggrace Lee, who had. greeted those May 1953 letters as:
: 2 '

oy think that.these notes represept UL Philosophic Notebooks,

i

compapable to: those ;of VL' in .1918."% ~ . .

R R T
~ipB.the erding-of-the very £irgt chapter of the very fxrst bodk,_
“Mafkism“end|freedom,.d;eclosee,. when e, we;e free from the Johnsonite
7reetfiét£ons;,ébna:and his.taohnson;teq“ took the absolute oppoeite
"“rééd-ffom?thatnofﬁ“p:eddie Forest" jRaya,gcnegevskeya).__Where, for )

‘me, ‘the philqsophic ground was. to meet the challenge of our age's

. o

LY T

Hﬁsolutea, ag.well -as, the challenge of Hegel's, CLRJ 8 direct;on was

o

to escape eé'and'i,don'tsmean.only todxngland, but from any need to
teight againet the MaCarthyite-FBI: 1isting of our Tendency C
secondly, once the 19508 ended with the revolutione both in East
Eurcpe and in Afxica,. and -we -began o record the new voices of revolt
internetionally as well as.in. the U.S.., especially Bladk America, ye
found- that the. ISGOq +hagd. 2180, brought to the newly—named paper, News

& Letters, one who could:not. dietinguieh the difference between me and

4

16554 -




’ -3 ...
t . . . L
Herbert Marcuse at the very time (1.960) +then Marcuse revisend his con-
ef .
cept of the Dia]ectlc in » new  praface to his 1941 uork, Reason and’
B - 1. ot
Revo1ution. mhe 19603, in a vord made clear to ‘me that the 1950s' -~

.r.‘_

breakthrough on the nbsolute Idea needed further concreti*ation. “r

had to plunge much deeper into all of Hegel's major philoSOphic T

wofks than had ever been done before."Whether'welville did or d:d ‘not

think strlctlv ph:losoah:cal]y, he certa1n1y created a“philosophic -

poetry of “thought dlvers“ It todk me from 1958 to 1973 before
I A R o o

PhiIOBOohv and Revolution from Hegel to qartre and from Marx to Mao™

e 1 4 L e [T - .,
P . |' ST LR T LY W - -

_worked out anew "Hegel's Absolute Idea as New Beglnning UL the Ceadse’

less Movement of Hlstory and Ideas as i'entitledudhaptér 1o O

-

A R S Gt g F
'Philosophv and Revolution. ’
R R A L . e .

In the 19708 a bourgeois academlc Hegelian s;ngled out the *

. . L . r
e;grec*ee chrase. “unchalning the dlalectic" as the c?imax of his cri-

tlcue of my work. Here is how George Armstrong Kelly "exvressed Y ih

elf- "wor the comolex lin?age of culture, politics and ph11osophy
! Y ” ER '*'.- A . ¢

within the matxrix of 'abso1ute idea ’ Mne.nunayevskava proooses to
i

‘ ‘!eubstitutean.unchained dia1ectic which ‘she baptises 'Dbso1ute Method,

o

‘2 method that 'hecomes irresis*ibke..because our hunger for theory

R
Il . -

“srises £rom ‘the fota’:ty of the present globa1 “erisis' (p. 239)."
.ln" ot et .

My reply to Ke)ly s crltncue in the new 19%2 rntroduotlon to

J I

‘fPh51osonhg and ﬂevolufion 1sn't what marks the second stage of *my

;,original contr:bution.' Rather, the persistence ‘of dissatisfaction con-

-
LA 5

tjnued with me untf1 I worked out the 1984 A5 Perspectives Thesis for

-f ot it a

our cOnventlon. the last section of which I called "Not by Practice .

h?cne" All this came fo a c1imax at the Spec:al Expanded REB’ Meeting




on Dec. 30, 1984.

TheXe I began using the expression “Dialectics of Revolution"
which I Jiad used for the Syllabus for the series of new classes rela-

ting,Perspectives to.D;alectics. Even that aid not seem to satisfy

ma, 8o I decided at that Dec. 30 meeting to concreti?e further, in a
and overview

-t

to the new book: “Jomen's Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution:

very specific, HaY what I presented in the Introduction

-

Reaching for“the Future. Uhere, in the qyllabus, I had reversed the

title for the . lecture I was to give as the final class, in order to

RRTY PP

show that it isn t only fomen 8 Liberation but all four forces of
R .v.,.. . =

e

revolution, on Dec._30 I traced six dialectics of revolution through

"- -
T IR . H

the Introduction and overview.

. L] ., .
LTS FL A T T

then I delivered the talk on Jan. 27, I was 80 disturbed by the

LT e

u:;-,_f.reondition of my throat that x ' decided to rntapn'th fin- section on.

the Dialectics of Revplution on Feb 3. I hope this makes it clear

. thak. nothing,_absolute nothing "new" reversed what was the apex on

. Jam, . 27. . .

. e i, .‘.-_., e S A . .
. . [P P

. One final word — my god I should have learned never to say that

;_.an historic first which took more than three decades to achieve can

be summari"ed.in one. word or one septence, and can be narrowed into

1* -
e,

‘a parenthesis — the ord "new“ should never have been used in that

[ TY LI B s,

Feb, 6 1etter.l TE certainly doesn t begin to express what is reauired

of Harxist-ﬂumanists who are, serious about the need to grapole w:th the

.-"‘.

1L ,dieleotics of revolution exoressed in that phrase,."Unchaining the

'.fDialectic.": Indeed, I would 1like to say, that thetruth of the Dialectic.-
"fcontrary to the existential mystification of the "ndventures of the
'1Dia1ectic" demands the hard "seriousness, the suffering, the patience,.

5._and the labor of the negative Yours, Raya

‘ . .




