" EL response from:our. i Yarxist-Hunanists that graeps that .in-

o ¢ made it important to break with th

Fay 23, 1985

Dear Anne;:

As, I;m sure you know, I've been “back in hernegs"
ever since the March 21 lecture on Archives and the latest
additions to them, end the April 18 lecture in Chicago. Perhaps
I should have added "more or less in harness" == but in the
fundamental senee of thought activity as well ag organizational
activity (as if the two could be eeparated) there is no "more
or lses®; it is the actual prepamation for the Call and the _
Plenum itself. It im this that makes nll of what I say very, |
Xery cruclal for locals as well as leaders -- and none are . '
more urgent for me than New York. ‘

Both because New York is not Just any cultural center,
but the' place where thae fourth ~- and I still fear the least
understood-- book, Yo ‘g I, o d 1 c

1 e s+ 18 being published, _
Though the introduction to it has besn sround for a long time
and it I made very clear that it is not Just a collection

of essaye over 35 years, which should be evident from the fact

that every single one of the AOME. parts stretches. pretiy much
over the entire 35 years, {eG
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the whole reason for my rot following some simple chronolo 1cal
order. - - At the same time, it is not Just the toplec

. iteelf but the Dialsciics of Revolution that is heart and soul
o of---thg:'.-whole‘.--a.ud'.-.ea’e“ 2part.” In a word, I have not Telt a™ g "

© ' projection of the 'bagk, o why wo keep insisting that, ae of the .
- last . Convention, ‘§Ml the last part of Perspectives on “not by - .-
practice alone"is ‘not'last year's but our continuous, task, ..

3 .. New York's sosgalled atrategic locale makes thim MK Coee T
- . erueial and: yot something has happened there that worries me,
.~ Would you please answer me, and not briefly or hurriedly, to
o f1/tell 'me’ what. are the. facts of the local and its -leaqp_rship? »

. ) What ls it that you are doing? 1 Wt ever since the REB
o ind : ] i New York Peruvians, .

- -and-in a' certain sense your strongest periphery, a void has

. been Created. ' But I coneidered_th t. a challenge and that is
Cwhet I did not feel was caught. r. example, where are you.

- moet active now?({What has happened to the WL periphery?= Has

' 'thera. been any serious attampt to establish Marxist- m
ERITY b ph ?th_o '_work?;n;u Circle btWhat Illgs ;apmmgo to I.ho Bhg:_f
- i parlphery? Kwhat, 1f I may perm myse 2 868k TO nalive as to - -
LT ek, ';h'a?hMmﬁ $0 @tm}:&l friends"? () What about the relas

tions within the NEB?( What about the relations with the REBT - L
T Ahat sexrious outr ach is -ﬁsado in order to create a totally new N

?‘oundtoz'ny 11 tF1p?(Ove ce’rta;;%y osnnot wsit for the actual’
- Plenum to make deciaions concrete{ 7Por example,. just the uimpl

EAtter of ‘ths Xind of ads we have usually bought that connect. .

Ry lestures in N.Y. with e new publication (in thie cawe it would .
be the naw fourth major work) =- needs an almost two they. -

lead=time, to get the ad in, in tim
o € ' (?f}lrst of all, the ads I'm

projecting ~- NYRB, The Ratlon, The Guardien, and you should'slse’
prodably think of the Villsge Voice -~ would set us back over 1000
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u.nd we would xnt to ask for speclial contributions to that

rinht now. e gnmhu- the 1acel wnanld nasd +o0 asst Souwamds

it, not as {f it were just for "§ntellectuals”, but realize

that eny discussion of Ideas(with a capital I) is-not just for

intellectuals but for workers as thinkers, which is, after all,

our position ever eince we were established./“Which doesn®t mean

that emch one doesn't look at his current or-Tormer friends

or total strnngors that ars letarians or Blmcks or WLers

of the new kind, i.e. gearching for an antire’differont. philo=

sophy than they have Yeen "fbllowing. . Thirdlsr. end in a sertain

aenye MOAY mfor‘tant. it i= urgent no‘l: 40 be subjactive about

any self-critique; and at sll timesn, before one opens his/her mouth,

- $% i uFgent to have in mind what was the last Perspectives

adopted at the last Conventlon and what is Ww béing 4 .I%;

~~r Jected in preparation for the noxt*ca-bhartng‘ t Tm :l.ng '
S s Arine, 1s that the expression "Reach for the Futura™,

the fourth bool:. 15 not ust an objective mattar ‘but a
hjccti.vo one xhg gub ] . nas ge b 1 3

o I don't know how o say that the communication has not R
been very d when I want to stress that it's not 2 question =
of just which letters have bteen answeredi quicklys. or - -

whether al]. pointn that we e_pra tod “from the fleld" weie
cpuid egual attention o, Bztend, there should-be.a sawions .-
- study of what ‘wasn't an ‘and .why the person recelving the .
 letter-1s getting that “inattention” to a point he/she though!
wae the most important. Por example, we have tried to make it
elear to the locals that we think so much of helping. New York
that though we are very strapped for help here, we sent first
Eugena,- and -he .was lucky: eno 4o come just when a new youth'
stage was emerging on campus d we are planning for Kevin to "
coma not’ just or a waekend but from July 20 to August 10j and -
of course wa are projecting a trip by myself at a time whoa \u
@the books will wurely be in hand.

KSL ' -Pinally, I'm enclosing a copy of the pro a__o_d REB
e meatings for the next two months that the REB will be dis-
cussing at our-next meeting on June 3. -

- ' \ | , Yours, /&

P.S. Perhaps I should have almo =said something that is very,
and dosan't really affect the things that concerned me

Rrgi letter, about that seeningly lrvelevant letter to Cal,
" Sometimes; 1t's very important to disregard all that distmubs: :
someone on-his way out of the movement. But I wantad to ehow
-~ the NEB how you can disragard. to‘bnl what the person ni.-u
. and instead talk about what really did affect the reader. In =
thio cese, I was 80 impressed that hie parents had been in the' ' '
gonso that I wanted to ask him some questions, whether or mt' IR |
e's interested. o ;




