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MINUTES OF REB MNEZTING OF FEBRUARY 17, 19455

‘Agendal I& II..The 4th bonk and concentration »n March 21 tror the

whole organization; Spemial Bulletin; Discussinn. III. Current issue

gf g:wi Editorial and special Ads of March 21, IV. Ongoing Activities
. . ' ’

I, & I -
(The introductory.part sf Raya's talk which tnok off from the Feb, 11
Dgar Colleagues Letter in response tn the Feb. 6 Dear Friends Letter
will be recorded in the letter of the week) ‘
) ) Raya The crucial point abut
this report is the integrality anf the new U4th bnek,whose page procfs
we are now correcting, with the focus of the organizaticen cn the 3-21
lecture and display of selectinns from the Archives -- all nont Beparaw
ted in any way from what I will call The Special Bulletin. This will
consist not only of the 1/27-2/3 talk, but begin with the integrality
which always characterized Marxist-Humanism -~ Organization and Phil-
osophy as expressged both in the book forms and in News & Letters
in the period when it was edited, for the first time ever, by a Black
production worker, Charles Denby. The reason this is so crucial is
precisely the new stage we are in now in concretizing the Dialectics
of iRevolution, both in its American roots and world Humanist concepts,
which will become the title For 'the whole new collection we will hand
inion 3/21, and which will cover the years 1981-85, So it isn't just
the -title of the lectur'e, or even being made the overall title for the
. Tour years, but =~ and that is what makes it what we mean by the his-
“..boric first in the birth of Marxist-Humanism -- we, on the one hand,
have now extended that Dialectics of Revolution from the 1953 Letters
- on . the Ahsolute Idea, back to the 1949-50 Correspondence and the
' Miners' General Strike; and, on the other hand, have it as a "perman-
- ent"; continudus development of what I call the Unchaining c¢f -the
- Dialectic, : . ' ' ‘

S Let me concretize it so precisely that we can begin a con-
~tinuous process of development of what unchaining onf the dlalectic had
meant in Marx's age and-what it has been in ours. DMarx, by unchain-

- . ing the dimlectic' first, discovered a whole new continent of thought
- and of revolution. A Read again those words of thought and of revolu-
. tlon., That is what concretenéss means in-a dialectical sense, ‘This
.‘opennes and totally new direction found constant proof of itself and
. 1ts own correctness btecawse Marx's critique of that Hegelian dialectic
- meant not-'merely a substitution of materialism for idealism, but an
‘extenslon of the dialectic from its seéming burial in Thought'alone
‘by the presence of the dialectic in the development of reality. Not
only that. ~Narx thereby revealed the historic barrier which hore could
‘eross-over,; not even a Hegel. It is this which exposed the heed for
Hegel to have that mystical covering spread over his revolutionary -
dialectic —~ the power of negativity, The greatness nf the French
‘Revolution, the dialectics in action of the gans _cul. ottes, who were
the true discoverers and practitionersof democracy, They were artisans
and not yet.a subject that would sucessfully, totally transform-the
)1d soclety, Marx, on the other hand, did see a revolutionary subject
=<"the Proletariat -- who could and,; he sald would, achleve the revelu~
tionery transformation. Moreover Marx made it clear that just as he
wae not separating thought from reality, or the fundamental Man/ :
Woman relationship, so he was uniting materialism with idealism, calling
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i}-a “riew Humanism.f With it, he separated himself from Feuerbach's
mechaniocal materialism and what he called."vulgar communism”. Indeed,

he praised Hegel for that most creative category "negatinn of negatict

which Fauerbach .had rejectéd as "mystical”. . He worked for a truly

new world which we would call classless, non-gexist, non-racisty
truly human relgtions, Let me sum it up by repeating briefly the two
true historie unchainings of the dialectics (1) no separation between
thought and reality; dialectics characterized both the subjective and
objective development, (2) He was not keeping in totally separate
departments materialism .and idealism, He was uniting them to_.create-

a totally new catepgory —«- g "new.Humanism," )

Eech age has the laborsus and unpostponable task of wcrking our
for its own era what, precisel + 0f the dialectic would achieve free-
dom, - Lenin singled nut . "transformation inte npposite™-when he was
confronted by the betrayslof the 2nd International. What is the most .
crucial aspect, and .was .totally new, was that he didn't stop with
tetrayt and he’ dldn't leave the totally. new aspect at the economic °
stage when capitalism reached imperialism, tut showed that sinée every
unit has its opposite within itself,. it.is also .trus with a séction of
labor” itself who hgd become "the aristocracy of labor.” AND all -this
was done-in his refurn to the encounter with the.He elian dialectic,
"in and for itself" by having a totally new "additidnal” subject that
was-not. just a helpmate.- Rather it was the actusl HYacillug.of the . .
revolution -~ ‘the.pational revelutién,.in his casge .the. 1916 I#ish .
Easter :Uprising. Lenin, howeVer, .did rot.know the -Humanist Essays of

Marx, much less .where Marx left off'idﬂhié,Cr;ttiq}dfithgngge;Ianf:;. jh

Dialectic,upromising.to,rgturn.. o - Tt S e
R L " ... .What"wé had to do ‘For the mid-twentieth
century when we werg .confronted with'tle shozking fact of counter-
revolution arising. from within the revalution itself, the transfor-
mation into opposite of the first workérs', state into a state~ =~
capitalist sociéty, was to -catch the 1ink 6f continuity with Karl Marx
when he. unchained the Hegelian dialectic, transforming and -extending ,
it to the:Narxian,, . The climax of what wag churning in me .in the: -
dmmediate post WW II. period,and came alive firgt in thé simultaneity
- of-my.exchange of lettera with James and Iee on Lenin's Notebooks gnd
© my, activity in’ the. general miherg' sirike, were those letters of May °
12 and-Nay -20, 1953, .. C e LS e
R 4 o~ The first unchaining of the dialectic for. our age
came with my breakthrough on the Absolute Idea¥ I held, that there -
--was a.movemsfit from Practice as well. as from theory, . .In a word, the -
congciousness in making.a catégory of the movement from Practice was
to expand ‘with the added phrase: . “which is itself & form of theory,"
And 1t is thie mgvement.from Practice. that is.itself a form of “Theory
that oreated the challenge for the.thereticians, to work out the new
stage o< cognition where philssophy would be.frooted in this movement.

.

from practice. . .. . LT UL v o T N
o A second umnchaining:” - “whicH.revealed the gpicificity, -
originality. and uniqueness. of the whole body of ideas of Marxigt--
: Humanism came to; firgt bloom in 1973 when the 'return to’ Hegel meant

PEE

both-the grappling with all of Hegel's major rhilosophié works and the ..

.realigation that.I happened. to 'have started the confrontation in the

cyclopedig at the very paragraph. following where Marx left off<in =
the ophy_of Nature, In our’'case this reswlted in the' fact that

+not even Absolute . as combining theory and, practice, 1.e. ag'a %ot
:-really answered the task, The task first beging, or, to'put it the wey
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we oxpressed it in chapter I of P&R:1 It is Atseolute Idea as'new

. * L4

_Begindine. By "then . ~plunging into the thraes final syllogiems of the . .
Philosophy of Mind we discovered also a new Hegel, Thus Hegel in the
les t year of his life, irn the final paragraph of the Encyclopedi
replaced Ioglc, .left® - 'it totally open for future generatIonsi' :

_ far as Marx was.concerned, though he didn't tomment on thoge specific
syllogisms, hethad g6 unified  philogephy and revolution that,. theigh'
The Critique of the Gotha’ Program' did not contdin the expréssion."revolutiedh>in
permanence”, it cnuld ncnetheless bescna - greund for organigation, " . ... .
DL - Indeed, our serious analysis of that work snuwed that
no post-MNarx Marxist,unchained ‘the dlalectic; not even Lenin,whoi: °

Q44 'pemetyate the dialectic on reévolution, but did not when 1t came

- to tge Party., This led us to the creation of-a category of post-Marx
Marxism as the generation who do not fully reconnéct with Marx's Marx-
ism, . In a word, even the Great Divide' in Marxism which Lenin did-
create and which was concretized ir' the magnificent State and Revolution
had, however,; kep% he -Party as -his own “private enclave"” called the
vanguard party. The two fields in which I did not follow Lenin were.

"the vanguard party and his confined conception of women'!s 1iberation,

. Our unique catching the link of continuity with Marx's Marxism.
and, with 1t, our original contributions in concretiging the dialectics
of revolution for our era by thesenew unchainings of the dialectic -~
brings us back ‘to “the immediate Ffiftire1{}l)the 3/21 Jlecture and the - -

“:-full_month's display of* oné-half century of Marxist-Humanist:Archives.

(2) Pnis can.as well be concretizéd in & ‘single bulletin that I pro-.-
- pbse .. .. an‘overline* -called Special Bulletin-and the title ‘
-of Revolutions American Rodts and World Humaniegt Concepts,’ It will: =
contain (1) My 1/27-2/3 talk plus’my "In Memoriam" to CD. .(:2) Eugene's
‘aport. “News & Ietters ag THeoty Practice” report o’ the 1984 .. =
Convention; (3) Mike*s report on Living Archives; (4) Olga's.-Essay -

(] 'WbmgnééfLibéqgﬁiohnghq'Summatipn‘bfja“Décgde. with an additional
apha } 70 L o T L T )
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Dialectics
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Depr wriends,’

. The minutn the prge nroofa of ‘the new. "ork fomen'g- Li-.
bnrwtion and the Dirlectics of nevolution: - Reaching for the:muture,.
£inally arrived. here, thnt.minute e a1Y became -80 1nvolved in tbe
supposedly purely technical work that only Marxist-ﬂumnn:sts could:

do, that ‘re had to'become most crestive dn stretching the hours of .. -
the tork day. The most directly and fully occupied ‘vere: of course,
the two nation=l co-organi-ersy Olgz and Pike, who h~d to superviss .
a1l the proofireadifigy indexing, bib'iography. To heln in the work, e
had to c271 not only unon Chicrgoans, but had to crll unon Ne'- York.
Mary crme to heln in a1 three »spaects. Terms worked doing the
proofreaﬂ*ng. The rasrders for this vere Kevin, Erica, fu-anne 2p9
Bobi. - THis Btill does not cover ‘all. the, ramifications .on :othex. aspects
of our work, since rémoving the ‘two co-national organi-ers..from the .
office for.twogueeks.put a great dewnl .0f extra voxk upon Lou end .
Terry in the office.: :Lou, furthermore, had to'go to Michigan, for lec-
tures during Black History Month. fThe ~veather also refused to cocoper-
ate -7ith us., ILou hdd an additional- task of carrying cuite 2 bit of
materiel.for the - gpeci~l rPrchives display back to Detroit.. The .
snaistdrm hoxnithsténding,fsome beautiful young Blacks Aigd hravqfthe
storin to-come o U to hear Lou under our.om gponrorship... .For .»
change the :35;31}232 of Teb, 14 carnled -a nulte ‘Favorable - interview

Uith'nou.‘ EARE “ oy e S
LT AL this 42 only hn1f the story. rince th1s extrayactiv;ty_

: . on the book coincided +rith the fact that I, for a change, hit.the.

': ceiling and askel the locals to ‘hold off rerding the 276 . letter to
‘the following week hen I ~would send a ™F. BRacruse T foraver look

~...into the philosdhic-historic mirror *hen any of our practical work is = /i f
‘the issue, T was fo unset bv the Yooseness of expression in the ry

- the -voxrd "new" was used, th~% T practically stopped paying attention

i to 211 the work thet ‘w»s relsted to the ' nmoOfreading, indering, bib-

1ioqraphv on the new hook: T prachwcn‘Ty needed to be Aragged to take
Lany time out from my ™° on ?/11 in ordex Lo check a'l the corrections

‘?on Lhe book and in addition apnrove the selections made for the

fnrchives avhibition. ™o me -hat ‘ras of the egsence, not alone of the
JEr0 lettars involver, 26 and 217, bu* ‘‘hether '‘e are rer11y practi-
a{cing nevar gepar2ting philosophy from revolution, practice from theorv,‘
‘stage of cogniktion from precise cheracter of the daily -ork e do.

' ‘f“ru“h to tell, ko me the most practical stev in that 7’6 letter -~ the .
. creation of » single hulletin '+hich ‘'ould he able to prasent the o

- essentia’s of the whole hody of rarxist-Humrnict jdeas, -'ould mean

. nothing i€ it 28 crrried out »s r merely practical ewxperiment. That
‘ 13 why == 2n? the horrih'e ''eather ceme to Assusge the heat of my

‘Aissatisfaction at not heing ahle to hold the MER on Teb. 11 unti)

. Feb, 17 -~ T s:i1l begszn the -*hole vresentation to the 2EB by reading

‘the. Teb, 11 letter s the fire: noint on the agenda. D»laase read

ﬂ\f;cnrefuliv the minutes of the "ER meeting, hoth the fult oresan*ation‘

anA the Aigcussion.
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The result ‘ras » unanimous approval of » fpecis! Bulletin to be
issued which jnciludes: 1! The trmnscript of my speech of 1./27-2 ‘3

ag ve¥l as the reprint of my “Th Memoriam" for Charles Denby.?.‘m;ﬁne_'ﬂ -

repoxt’ of ‘Ne''s & Leétters as Theory Prezctice to tha 1984-85 Convention.
3) Mike's’ reépdrt’ oh Living rrchives to the specizl classes of lrst.
roring. *' Olga's report on 'lomen’s Liberation, the fummary of.?
Decade, to #hich is to be added an addit onp’prragraph:on the current. .
sceri¢,  “'e Also’ passed a.motion ‘to ask Lt to do the technical work on
the' bulletin and for Tne- to design a cover. . S : . '
‘ i - »mong the ne:! things that
“have come intn the office is Michelle's review of “L'LKM _ shich is
in Hyoatia after z long delay. The office s glmd to report that
two ne'r dube were sent in by people. who had ‘rttended ;the " /27. lecture.
‘Low ‘anndunced ithat the 2COT. stwdy’ group’ in the Black community on the
‘test ‘vide i1l begin this coming Tuesday. ¥or 17D, Terry, fu~anne and
Neda 4iiﬁ'bh appetring ori @ menel ‘in Chicago. ' :Meanhile cugie .-
1111 "speak before theé Michigan 'Tomen's Ftudies meeting in April on -:
' qa'Ya".’ ) ! N R . ' [ P . - L.
Finhlly, e are #11 lookihg forserd to 3/21, because it really

e - [

"does mAYk both & first in'the sense in which #n:estab1ished*university;ﬁ'

i85 ‘taking xesponsibilityfor creating the: forum for Marxist-Humanism,-
- and beca ;e’iq'ﬂiil’eiQnify.éxactlvahat -7¢ aimfor in enother. Ay, -
rith'8hat -Speciali'Bulletin that :presents Merxist-Humanism as 2 single

.“body.of-ideas that hes contributed in » most original way. to unchain-

ing ‘the ‘dialéctic:” e erpect tc have our o .- photographers like rlan

“i11-0f ‘CoNree Ba joined hy comrsdes from 2 number of locals. - .

.“" A Dot - .. et RTINS

" from“the Way Area and Mary from NY to record this events 2nd they ..

e . e T am B . . [

Yours, -

[
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