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MINUTES or REB MEETING OF AUG 21, 1984

" - Prégent: A1l except Dave, excused; Jane as sitter-in

Agendas 1I. Carrylng out Convention Decisions and Ramlflcationsc .
1. Report by Raya onh week of work on New Bo&k; 2, Discussions
3. 'Checkup on Pulletins sent out; 4, Proposed calendar for.:
Classest 5. Relationship of Convention Perspectives to Local
WOrk; II. Ongoing Activities; III. G&W

I. Before Rava began her presentation, .she welcomed both Kevin who
had ‘just arrived %o be part of the Center, and Bob, who, while not
yet officially moved, was able to be Dresent for this meeting.
began by saying she certainly doe want the new bdok to '
alled only "WL == a Collection of“Edsays" sance hat does
ect either the 35 year span or the in e 6 _muc less
what 3} the essence, that it is i ' :
book & Marxist-Humanist study, ¢
Women, . Labor, Black, Youth == to w-;
fpealed to all to help her find ¥hé
.-8ince that i1s when the entire manuscrlpt\
qlisher" - ’
, . lBecause philosophy ‘will be so centpal,
Lok quote..from. Hegel's henomenology
“. - 'piece "j"For the real subject-matter i1s not exhausted in its
s i}*F‘I king ‘the ‘matter out: "hor is: the mere.result attained * -
) ‘itself, buﬁ the result along with the process;-

.. The, . four Par'b ih'l;o ﬁl
non m m}m BLACK: n:cmmsxo‘n :

"hat ‘ia new, nevertheless. is- bot
e : -vder and Women'

vhe , senge - Leh -ecame popular. ,
‘ ry cf the Jiders' wives, ‘That’ 8 preclsely fh
. SEOTY over g whole' series of- articl
he. 35, years,,t —totality .is seen even.though it is onlm
: t me read . the firgt few paragraphsx - b ‘

ess =-i-un1~Aeness of thls age's WOmen'f
t -rsignifled. ‘at one and’ the ‘Bam
=~ Aubtomation -~ gnd a neéw movement- from
hat was itgelf a form of theory, It distinguishes this:
iat.of all others, whether that be the ancient pres~capis.
jes wheh women like the Iroquois had some fr sddoms -
men .in ;the ‘techhologically advanced. indu
e .19+th.century whén women, even.when 0.
vertheless named their paper "ReVoll
.early.20th centurx when revol
ongside the men against ik
5 ~that new.movement from . practice of"
s onl to.a new; stage .of ‘production but . tda new. .
?-f PRETRUE D a0 Sadneippg ‘éésays collected here cover 'the whole
span gifce’ “thig rovement -from’ pracﬁice amerged; but fare not:
gehtediin'a chronological’ orders.:. Rather. each ofthd ‘four char
. -comprises:the whole three decades. ‘Thus, while: Psrt Trew® "Women'y:
Lahor and' the ;Black. Dimension " == begins with an article writ _
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man as . Reason as well as Revolutionary Force" vas
a category, the sectlon returns all the way back
» On YThe Miners® VWives¥, and ends with a Talk | .
World YWomen's Conference during the Marx centenary
1d chosen to write about the miners' wives, who
iction in 1950, precisely becHiise that himtoric
trike* had signalled aCnew gtage of . cognitionas
ge of production by raising the question .of what
ian -beings should do and asking why there was such
en thinking and doing. I had singled out the
rs on strike as I wgs reporting from the field, be-
»ngly that new fore f revolution were emerging =~-
> but in women and yoGth not in production. Thus
L.in production and not in productlon that I took up
published essay written in- 1953. included here.
E he P‘B [ack) dimension is especially critical. In-
as slavery days it was the Blaqﬁ regvoll that gave
.the American character in the Crfa of Aboli-~
ly, I do not limit thé essays:here either to the
Se; it ig our age and the whole world we are con-
was the 1960s that, in both independent and apprt-
n inspired by the Montgomery Bus Boycott drose in
3, it was likewise in the 1960s that: Black women
he new WOmen's L;beratlon Movement: here.

‘Fach: of the parts that follow . 'Women. Labor and the.

1y abstract,, philosophic .category e~ discloges a
Al uprooting ‘of this exploitative. 66y -eexist
nE “fro = t,;Vietnam War moyement and the be=

,-to: the preaent seareH for" a' 

' Tak dué“fian “end youths “5The Hev Black dl--
uth’and its Fregdon. Schools ‘gtimulated so” new s,
tlon aystem “in‘elite’ universities “in the "North
ech MoVement was, bor 1t B le -

T nce which sin ea out_th >,

itten in‘the pericd when the Miners Geheral

and.poirts out that they are included in A198
‘Srike  df 1949~ 50 'And: the Bfﬂaﬂt}‘J

IONARIES ALL," | i thig par‘t'. “inclusive
he masses “in motion who initlated the 29 Rev%

udeﬁhere. uhder her own hame
; troducing her as my colleggu

a summary “of the'‘décade -of-the"
anxious to -have :0lga's name -published in an
agiign_igﬁponcluded with -many- excerpts, i

d 8vo Tﬁ3 You will. sse. from

~=_whether. that concerns a concrete organizational: o
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| - I want %o 1nterupt myself here to stress wh ere is much

in this presentation tonight that 1s tentative, because, in the Final
verston, philosophy will by no means be limited to the single quote
from the Phenomenology I have cited. Quite the contrary. I want es-
to gstress what we have not previously pald much attention
i ic, "The Idea",

tapter called "L eretofore, we have stressed (and correctly

Y-tow, inthe BectiOn on the Syllegism, Lenin had recognized ‘the
breakdown of any division between objectlve and subsectlve. What.
however, is not true of that section is that subjpcti did not in=
“clude LlfG. Individual Life as well as Universal {~~"In fact, i
is one of the sections in Hegel that has_been quite” difficult fto ex-
plain -~ that is, how such a subject as Life got into such an ab-

. Btract sydtem of logic a ﬁiifgi;;ce of Iogic, I here wish to ca}lmit_
e .

“tention to the fact tha greeted that idea jubilantly:s

’idea. of including L i £ e in logic is comprehensible -~ andbrilliant
- from- the standp01nt of the brocess of the reflection of the ob-.. -

Jective world in the 'at first 1nd1v1dua1' consciousness of man and, -

-~ of the: testing of ’%;zﬁgﬁg}ou s ( ef&ecxlon) through practlce.

(Vol. 3&. P.. 202 ,
ou wil acall at Lenln concluded that thei,‘
whole 1ast part of the: Science of Logic on the Idea was, in-its..very
introduction, . nearly -the very best description of the. dialectlc.xyi
. will uge the: references.and quotations from'the Russian. translatien i
. ‘but: wouldidike you :to: fﬁiiow it in. the -Science ofiLog
- {Johnsapand Struthers) enin-makes-it easier:

R ..’. ™
o USi&hy*Ohecklng;the chapter: against. Hegel's .own shortened ‘version i
: ay

, In :this: specific. case I want torquote,-ara. 219 -
from Yol,. .38y D "202 agains "Encyclopaedla para, 2191 e ,Inorganic
nature whlch ig ‘subdued by the living being suffers this because it

" the” same’ as life is-for itself,” “Invert it = pure ° -
Excellent. profbund. correct!! 'And-2lso’ NB: shows’ I0W
Jcorrec'b and apt are the “terms 'anh 51ch' and"fur sich'!l%ﬁ

"'; ted b \.}hl 1

A
C el Do <§9The pomnt is that as Hegel d lops Indiv1dualu‘
<. .the; gipg;u that is, .%0:.0ther human.beings, - he. whole:: question,o L
o togality:: ¢expresaed ‘this wey: * The Process of Life. which dgen =
Af;?'closed~w thin the :Individual passes over: into. relation to, pre-suppqped
' objeotivity.as- such. Yecause +the Individual, in: positing - itself ag; -
. »ipubjective otality, .Becomes also. the moment of. its determinaténess,.
o as—relation to %ﬁfermalluy. and. so, ‘becomes fotality.® (p- 109, J&S)

S 3aipﬁkbe 48 the "way -Lenin - summarizes “theé!Wholet:k

H ;Fbrgotten is the nodal line, the transition into a
er ‘e n 7t plane ‘of ‘natural ‘pheriomena’y - ‘And"go’- “Schn

“‘Wﬂ rkliche’ Exigtenz' ‘des widerspruchs (Pa

st i
ul The reaaon I i qlude that pant’bn.philoaogh +hex
integrated(into-the £inal ~n=-9 - submity d, oxr ) :
g.-that I felt very. ngl,v 'bha. ; 8.- %X “vv
aspe&'philoaophy o : p--ShoLLC _5533_"

+ - pr

‘ond T do not mean only in pr1Vate life;;fut acience. ge
or aome sort of area where suddenly one & at Absolute Mefho

o
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may apply. to everythins else, but not to this enclﬂve. Nothing could
be_ furiher, fremhe truth, If there is an area where your specinliza-
tion ¥ KHsalute Kethod, it actually means you do not understand
sxthe Abgollute. in and why it is that Absolute Method, rather '
_than system -~ .and.Method not merely as a tool or means to get some~
where =-is what Marxist-Humanlsts. single out and identify with
.totality. -, Everything is subject to Absolute Negativity.- Indeed, if
you will remember, that's what I° cﬁitic1zed Hegel for, denying him the
'prlvileﬂe of stopping with God., There is no self-development and oo
- there-is no revolution in permanence free of Absolute Nethod, And
in order ‘o make clear,Part I1I, where I suddenly bring Organiza-
tion into Sexism, Po)Atics and Revolution, I 1nterrupted myself after

ocw then, IiI. SEXISM. POLITICS AND REVOLUTION -

/ bland; China; the U,S, 1« IS THERE AN ORGANZZATIONF

' “"Phe hole question of organization as non-elmtist ahd of deB
mandinp the practice of new relatzons right there becomes a' reconnec-
tion with Marx's phllosopy of "revolution in permanence’ as.
for organization, o see’ this g8 merely a question of smalli vg. lar-

er organization, and of decentralization vs, centralization; to con-
_slderhthis only a desire for looseness or for talking of *personal’

: hen political matters, rather than the guestion of new begin-

‘éxposes’ithe pragmatism of our age. - Thé essence of an organi-
, “{with 'a‘capital .I) == that is to say, the philosvphy: of’’
vdldtion.—-’ia that ‘the. uprooting needed cannot divide thebry. from

‘ or’ hilosophy from organization., There can be no. new.go- »
tof: aholishing the division:'of mental .and mahugl :laborg:i: .

creating the ‘onditions needed“fbr the self-development oft '

» - "Marx's new contlnent of thought and of r olu on.
whorwhi 'revolution in permanence' was 80 central, may sée
unconnectad.to ithe questions of the. strategies of revolution ug

tpe quest;on.of organlzatlon. It certainly geemed “that tm=

w“‘hp¢ ‘both 6" the''New Laft ‘in 'Japan today and to the revolution-
185701 1905-07" al¥hough the- plirase’ was- so much in: the aixiithat ¢
8 '”lysis‘of the 1905 ‘51, Petersburp SOV18§EL
nt revalu hgt- he accepted al*p!
ion wasg: when the solidarity of: Marxiste [‘
1rm1y establighed as the Japanése. Marxigtis
and..o¥. the RusslanfMarxist Plekhanov at the|-

-mc in as. strate " pob revolution as . well as’ ground “Por
‘}°V9§ fgouﬁh- by 191?. 1905-07 was considerad “the:
Sloxr 9 3 . PR, .

- Part III not only carries that through ver: difier-
es -nfbg*lt ‘Ching and the essays on Chiang Ch'ind's two
tureniand the Japanese gl tuation we know ‘i 1966
- ring in the question-of Poland throug tedti
) e ‘Foldgh issident. ' hot"
g . e
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TV. THE TRATT. ™0 THE 1980s: THE MISSING LINK ~-= PHILOSOPH!
~-IN THE RELATIONSHIP OF REVOLUTION TO ORGANIZATION.

B | First I should tell yo + +hi ctually two
parts - g Part IV, which was originally(" 's 13532%9 and the
Relationship of Thilosophy to Women's Liberation in MarX's Humaniem®; °

and a Part V, which was "The Trail to the 1980s." I then decided
I was doing the same thing in dividing Parts IV and V that I had done
—the Perspectives when I divided Parts 3 and 4 -- i.e. the theory
S‘ate-Capitalism from "Not by practice alone -- the movemen from
ory." I decided it was essential to unite "The Trail to the 1980a"
th the whole qtestion of x's total philesophy, and especially so
¢ missing link of philoeo throughout post-Narx Narigsm. which im-

& gt Mars T now
ave a gingle Part IV as listed abova. wh1c ing wi 13+
, 45V'E G 'S _criseg)being so sharp that people look for all sorts of
cSCaprsm; beg nning with turning back to the homilies of the family.
It gives me a chance to return to +the Communist Manifesto where Narx
calls for the abolition of the bourgeeis family, We see that post= -
Marx Marxism did not arise the year after Marx died; and that the
Aglatic Mode of Production did not have to wait for 1882 to be found,
but-was found as early. as the Grundrisse. Thus, the empha51s that
the,£thhological Notebooks are not a break from but a cont;nous de~ .
ve1°Pment 0f. Marx's philosophy of "revolution in permanence!” is car-
ried, throughout. thig. part..__That is go whether we look at ‘the eesay

~ on. theiggundrigge ggd VL .. the draft chapter on liarx's and’
' _‘ ndeed, _is the Part whore I BCE

Aaagraphs added after RLWL m,

’reoord~up to this point, though

pr Ev \l'l 1

ﬁ‘?iehthe fact-that I.was. dlsaatlefled w1th the ‘way male
"“Was‘preeent‘not only in ‘fens hut in women =< :and that - I asked thei

e tae‘-lP e N
of RLWLKM. where I writeu “There surely wae gossip
5t -Ehe breakup, and: the reasgons. given for 1% ranged
<gimplistic 'triangle s i tribution to .slander ous ineinuations e
Jt:thofehanp .difference :ctween -the openness of Luxemburg's: actiyi '
14§{gnd\xhe Jore; ‘disciplined behavior of, siuch a consciously organi
N gperson- ag, Jogiches led the Okhrana to dn.scover their whereahou'l;s
andghrqp t them,. - .The true reagon others shy away from analysis,. o
hie.wr&pen.;is ot .so. much-rthe. personal nature. ‘of ‘their relatiohahi
e

Aﬁ?] aeghpwdgnphetfailure zo understand their, attitudee fo the ongoing ol o

r.ind v_d}:l org
D¢ N ‘ AR ; .
'fﬁeze The: other point I reported was, the emphasis

Imputtpnw$he fect that mhou?h it is ‘true that the wgg 8 un qne-”
hat-4t. 8rose,. "In the. mid«l9603 from’ the Left and78irected -

+that: point. to’ ] he ] ‘_J:;oe 0f WL, The faot{ie that,eve o
1950. ﬁ&atere rwha.t -actually -began ‘the gtruggle’, against tne“q
1eadenqhip*at;¢he end of WWII,. when I came.to therdefenee of eth g
craine,whpm I.had. alwaye -opposed politioally. ‘sut inslated. that,the
“attempt to remove her as organizer when -the’ ‘men returned waerbodrégqhi_
..Peouliquunenough.fthe ;gupport I got from all the women is. whaf”I ‘HOW:
realize conyinced; GLRJ- to acknowledge -the S=C tendency. .as a Emt{ -
heprelationshi of philoaophy to revolution, to organization,‘to e
human ‘relations is what characterizes everything -- and it s crucia

1635

L
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especiaily to finding the trail to the I9305% MAAU 'Kg§%§) .
. SR G
DISCUSSION:  Kevin said it was a new and quite soberin peri \9_@1/ _
¥o be present with the REB for this kind of meeting.. At the Conven-
tion, we have had’ the -Dr#ft Thesis, to study and prepare ourselves,’ even
thou%h the actual Thesis always presents material that is totally new.
To discuss a Draft Introduction like this is a real challenge. Kevin
pointed out how we had been given - gtill newer way to read the quote
from Goethe on the trée of life being green and theory gray, which op~
.position Hegel had turned around as lenin had recognized -- all of.
elt mogt relevant to-the pointg RD had raised tonight.
34 Tth—the str%ﬁj%@%@éiﬂlw_ﬂ}cl’g‘l to the ques~-
_ Telatlonship of philosophy to orgenizatl &vo
iop, .and how that had been. up in—the-yelations between. RL
|7/ana<dogriches,” It has proved more difficult to adtive wheh dis
~ cusping @ woman reyolutionary; one can wind up gaying it is all "per=
sonal® as Netid— or geeing it as only a question of sexlsm .
that RL faced. 5 especially illuminating to look again, as RD did
. efense of Reva Craine affer wwII, which had fiot been
-4k on her politics. 1t was never a ques-
WL bu - in embryo, as a whole, A8 one who came
8, Kevin said he could<testify that,simply halis :
go—of the—WLL is- denc  think—we-know._somps ./

it is sometimes the 'hardest 1o see
"facts’ about—=Iy i .
20 '@Eman};s..’mpera— '

rLoe, oF el W P iine. considered it,a |

 presentation € ad’ Imtroduction’ glven in™”
t.is, so profoundly philosophic that it

sat.reading. of -the, text. A;great.deal is,
w these particular essays were chosen 7"
§ fer-grpupiniz’ them that! ‘gomethln
-gives a newview oh WAV ;
her e made to 8 haD— -
he Chn h of\this. “‘movenment,
We' are—tsaling wi- nd REA InlFpur~differsit ways; Role
et ‘ig relced; for eachigng of the srts =~ "that is+we ‘axre showh
¢ of -“the movement,/ {/The title‘of Part IV-mekes 'g:powerful - dm=
{ally’ ‘ 1igel that in 1968 -the ‘Perspectiven: called
hehighpoint of the 608 “that
'The' presgentation tonight ,\;fsn

=

6 pitialls
c¢tual existenci
'ther we underglall

cis working 'in

by_theCnew . st
LRJ suddenly’deciding tb.ogyr ng’

d ‘You-can say what a male chauvinist it ghowed OLRJ 0.

g “at e same~tlie it shows the D 3
NEGrn exerts i all sorte-tT ways. \(Byi-the most L inar 5T "RIL to ne *

era, RDVE" 'concluding remarks on the-Abgolute Method an How . fret ybu
‘can”

ligtfograss onics, you go outside SEYIAT Fathod and think there 18 -
_eBTdve thaf Lait stfeoted by Lt or for which you don’t ‘have ;o
e the A})Bol'ﬁe.‘hflq_‘hh‘o, hto aécount. That J:;l__l} ‘mggj_‘,ponqggwu.

T e e R ras ‘Having had the privilege -not
juet-of this presehtation which Nike me exrved to, but of having been: o
: -_%::___%g:e.n;b_'__uringf.jl:_he whole ‘wéek while the Introductioh was, pg!,ng;;w@'gkg%-» k
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out, what strikes me as "the understatement of the yesr" is what RD
began with tonight -~ how seeing the collection of a full 35 years
makes you see a ‘million things you didn't see before. And it is not
just_the study of these. 25 or so-essays -- but there wer

_ethiers) from which these had to be chosen,. To gtudy what was chosen
"and - why would be a whole .study in process itself, And it is ot just

thet each category contains the totality; but that each article wlth=
in that category contains [Zota even if only implicit or in
embryo. Which is not to say that there is not a tremendous difference
or development between the 1950 article and the 1983 lecture in
Part I. The point to me is that it is not just that it is the end of
a 35 year span that lets you gsee new things in what these essays re-
pregsent, but that it , RLWEXM that the totality means some-
thing very new to usg{ CH has_another meanlng to me, ag well.
1t meane to me that/thi’s Ty = ted--frofm the
Perepectlves Thesis“we have not yet begun to etudy
Classes we will be having in October. In fact. to even begin to
catch what is meant by RD saydng—that the need not to gseparate her
original: Part IV and Part V stemmed from i need she
.hed felt not to, separdte "state-tapitali s te -Met i
the.Pergpectives, it will be important—to study the REB minutes of-
Ahls,meetlnp,tonight along with the REB minutes of our very first
ing on the changes RD had, 1ntroduced ‘into the form of the Per-
vea_Thesie. ‘There was_ghe queetl Qlga gaid, she wanted to
‘the fo ulation ong £he he whole question of! orge.ni-@
] ‘reconnection with Marx's =
"= because, Whereas ‘RD has’’
yet ‘'dong 80, ‘and it is “that'”
jnresented as g "task that re—

rrect to say that 'it”could bes e

V' lga aaid she felt it important £ foy
a Michelle has" contributed-to- “thig ‘workrid
: he eesaye that ig far from mere’ typing, tremen~fs~
,lone would bes - but it has beent the‘meticuloue

‘that! is, not separated from the. new hreakthroughEﬂ‘~"

+ is most important’ of 'alli™

1 and
at Michellée contributions had been moet evident during

_ he whole week on the’ Introductlon.
ne wanted to

‘e‘very firs* paragraph of the’ Draft which he: felt: had
v_,nd phlloeophically in a very dif-'
X held n)redare certain moments wheh" hietory

Jamme gether,. It happened in the 1840g"i

,the 19503 in gur age. Both we and others’

! -points the Introduction brings ou
8 being' projected in’ % f--
aw1@ﬂiﬂtﬁn vy & TenL TDRehR 4R
" Rpeomies - the ground for-the whol

on. be situated, as it ere, globally
‘tionship to revolution/ We often ®
Hreila we see that we ‘cah hatve that’1980

Aview. J“In trying to ‘understand’ al
,i 1nal Parte IV and A were put toge

“'10 ‘ 1 F;nally, Eu;fne ee -fhe. ! ' '
esible titlea"Women's Liberation; Eeeays on Global.




'.l'errx: I was also struck with the very first paragraph and
saw .a connection with the way our 25 Year History begen, But what I
ha\'re alwidys felt about the '"new stage of cognition” wasg that it was
_ RD's cognition that the new gtage represented, On the same page Olp'a.
mentioned, I was struck with the way, the "non-elitism" in the WIN's de

| - mends was brought together with Marx's philosophy of revolution in per-
| manence 'as ground for organization -~ but, agaln, what I feel is so imt\

q
]portant ‘ig that that.is gur contribution to the movement. Thus, when
the guestion of "kind.of labor" is brought up, seeing that is the cor-
ibution that could be made because we did have a new stage of cog-
nition.. I'm gure at we can't disregard thinge when they
y. ‘ what is so very hard., In fac¢t,
sophy precisely. what helps us to .make it explicit? I thirk
Aoints are exactly what connects with_the-whole-g estlon of to-~

AB :E‘or 't:he question of keeplng-pr Srate.. encla/e I could not
- ehl ' = sn letters RD wrote to us, which

felt that the title should-
iscussed tonigh'b - 850 'l:hat
e e T o be a
: Lo S uestions 8t o be graspe
A o‘_the quest:.on of . 1:h oi‘qth form RD was presenting.
- does the new. hook Tel te to the Wl%ﬂg—% P&R was written ou'l: of
aver{itionary movement)  what-distinsuass - :
2 : AL lay | that compelled raising the hiloaophic
po n‘bs RD presen'ted ton gh't:? ‘There. is an, importa ew category
@ luded here’ joday. which caire out of. the.metho
Vinat. 1, . bot
YOhhdged:: after)
.; iere is No.iway.
‘xz;Pu'b 0f.the,section on "Life" from the .
>¢He, most: 8érious gtudy by all of us, Hhat 1 feel is anothgr
afegory-ig the one I see as s relating very direc
Z d Tim reierring t0 the way RD wanhts to 1n¢1ude. "0lga. In
=l" That brings in organ.tzauon .:.;,—g—w»ry-—-’
-Huma}?i‘gt*co-%h—inkGMI congider it-an-.

nd.'the hew parapraphe

new‘ ie b
I, feel-I. could yet discuse the, d.mportance of 'what RD:

"

nd I would. like ver,v

“mugh ,to aee "Marxis‘t-Humam.sm" in the © tle of this book., Perhapa we

T oould. Nave.a- phrase someth:.ng like "From a Merxist-Humanist Pers ec‘bi\e"

in. ;bhe:'bi'ble.ﬁ, ;I.hdd mi'chance 'tq sad the Draft of the Introduction’
~y. auigkly. baf b (bt the wa 8 sgented tonizht:

In 'l'.he letters that have been sent

- ar Agraph, ANat. has struck everyone, you cannot help but Wake s

oh on-Nan/Woman from his 18'#1-

WL, I hB.VG
quote here, . . .. B

‘Essays and wonder ‘1T that could be ircluded’as &

. b

“being worked out, "

TR that WL has been presented as

revolutid IR made:
1Lpe' Wey+— de~caphot leave it as & 8rs nal’ y
2 =2 mmi;te’e I ax me;y
of to:l:ali e-revolution/ 4t In' 'bharb

Lefparison. to, the; way, WL is presented in RIWLKNM. - T ifici of‘
#uhat; the. 19608, hds. gontributed didrTyy exist in (19508) I beligvel

- S0.,I, have..a , the quea- o

tion’ of,  thel deiatic Mods of - ctiof)is brought in andr®lated +0, "

o) 1
writing RLWLIQM _--@ |

-~ that rep.]ly_ -

P
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I. Carrying out Convention Decisions continued with Mike's report

on bulletins already sent out and the third post-Convention bulle-
tin now being wrepared by L.A. to include the Organization Report
and Report on Black Dimension. Because work on the Convention
Summary cannot be finished until after the first issue of N&L from
our new uarters is in the mail, that fummary will not be out before
fept. 15,

Olga reported on the proposed calendar for the new classes,
which we wanted to start in October and end before the year-end holi-
days. It is proposed that we have three groups of two classes, with
one waek between each group. Thus, the first class would be held

~on Oct. 2l.-end the second on Oct. 28; 3rd on Nov. 11 and 4th on
Nov. 18; Eﬁ; on Dec ,2, and last on Dec. 9. Olga's convention re-
port, expanded, would be sent out together with the syllabus for
the series at the end of September. Raya noted that she was so
determined for us to grapple with philosophy seriously that the sy-
- 1labus would include not only the new Introduction for the new book

but also readings from Dialectica of Liberatioq; for ??gh cla
— %% oY ﬁﬂﬂ(t‘m

'II “The fi;st point in Mike 8 report on Correspondence was the news

rpted immediately for ‘this issue of N&L. Mike fel '€“
serious review b n-Marxist he had ever readlfpoint-_;a
it grapples . with cha ter 1 of P&R as work that '

had aver done before, itiyith Chapter 12 of RDJLKM,
The

The letter Diane had sent to the Youth was‘,‘"
And Mike reported that new subs coptinue—to’ come '

Meeting convened 7 PM
adjourned 9:45 pM

16355
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TEFTATIVE TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR NEYW BOOK

Paxrt One: WOMEN, LABOR AND THE BLACK DIMENSION
The LM as Reason and as Revolutionaxy Force (1969-70 lectures)

The Miners' Wives (1950, The Militant)

Jomen in .the Post~7ar ‘‘orld and the 0ld Radicals ; and
The Abolitionists {from unpublished essay, 1953

Revolution and Counter-Revolution in South africa (N&L, 4/15960)

African “Jomen Demand Freedom Now! (report from Africa, N&L 5/62).

‘“omen's Liberation, in Fact and in Philosophy (Lectuxe at UCLA
7omen's "leek, April 1973)

‘The Black Dimension in “omen's Liberation (Lectures to "AGE, .-
UCAE, Hunter, DePaul, Cal ¢‘t:ai:e.I Geo. Wash. 1975 76)‘

(Lecture at Third Wworld:
\"Jomen ' s Conference, Urbana, April 1983)

/f,u (ﬂ’““{ m et

REVOLUTIOHARIE ALL

ﬁkers and as Revolutionaries (Lecture at “I€U. 1975
and Madison 1976)..

,ummary of"qix Lectures to UCAE, by 0.D. (November 1975}
(N&L 1980} -

(Excrrpts from Philoaqggx

W KMMM ‘””’{.4/;‘3




Part Three:
"P'oIanH: ¥ China: t}?‘ U.S,: I% _'I‘HERE AN ORGANIZMIONAL

ANS'IER? i

The New Left in Japan (Report in the Activist, 1966)
¥ill the Revolution in' Portugal Advance? (PPL, Jan. 1976)

The Revclationary Activity of Polish “Jomen ,
Report from a Polish dissident (N&L, March 1982)

Chiang Ch'ing, Hua Kuo-feng in Post-Mao China. (SPR, 1977)
China's *Gang of Four" Trial Charade (N&L 1-2/1981)

A Hong Kong Interview: Alienation and Revolution (N&L 1966)

I9Y: *fhere to Now?

;@/w

‘Family, Love Relationships, and the New roiety
‘(Radio interview, aired over WBAI March;a, 1984)

Jan. 1984)

(Draft chapter for RLYLKM on EN, N&L 1—2/1979)

15 Lettern on the Process of "Iriting RITLKM

Rosa Luxemburg, women's Liberation and Marx' B phi1osophy qg -
‘39!9¥?t19“' (Excerpts from Legiture in. Detroit. Dec. 13 -1

?a;agrabhp-added to RLILKM after publication




hugust 23, 1984

Dear Friends:

- The result of the "week away" with Olga was the completion
of anl8 page draft of the Introduction to the new book. Thus, the
nesg of thie week beging with one item that even the convention cou 1d
say :nothing about. :The unique Marxist-Humanist characteristica of
this collection covering a 35-year span of writings on *fomen's Lib- -
eration are: 1. That long before the mid-1960s that gave birth to the
YIMsand 2. Even bafore we called ourselves Marxist-Humanists, at the
historic point when a new rtage of production and 2 new stage of cog-
nition appeared, the act of fy philosophic exchange of letters occurs
red- during the Miners' ftrike. In a word, the concepts I was wdrk-
ing out in those letters are implicit in that 1950 article on the
miners' wives that is included in this collection; indeed, I make
a footnote to the listing of the letters included in our new -pamphlet
on- the. historic Miners General Strike.

Only now have I become conscioue of the “coincidence“ bet-
tween the date when the state-capitalist tendency was renamed the
Johneon-Forest Tendency, and the date when I suddenly gained adher-
ents among the| women who supported my opposition to the P post-war
act of replacing the women organizers with returning men, which 1
considered completely bourgeois. . In a word, it .was not the work I .

mfnhad done on-Rubsia as a state-capitaliet society or any of the other .
1‘theoretica1 work I .had been -doing, but the fact .that I suddenly in
1945-6 ‘had an organized group, that.led CLRJ to bhother to include my

name.

. More than the.second point shout the creation of a JFT is
“invblved in this collection of essays. It is that gach of- thefour.
__varts of the collectjon -- and in many respects; . each of the articles, .
/ manifest a totalitx of Marxist-Humanist philosophy v because of tha
..form-mediation in hich these articles.appear, all of which show that
" it 1s not alone Yomen's Libexation but all four forces of revolution
3. that 'manifest the Marxist-Humanist philosophy.
' Thus, Part T —-“‘oman,
.. Labotr and the Black Dimension" -- at one and the same time covers.
.. ‘the entire period. from 195C to 1983 and includes articles on the Abo-
" litionists as well as the Third "Jorld and relatea those four
% forcas of revolution.
L Thus, Part II -- "Revolutionariee All" -~ not
| on!y includes both masses in motion and individual woman revolu-
tionaries, but also contains a very new feature, and that is that I
“include two pieces by Olga under her own name, hoving for no xoad

blodks from Humanities. -
Thus, Part III -- "Fexism, Politics and Revo-.J

1ution — Jaban, Portugal, Poland, China, the U.S.: I8, there an.
. Organizational Answer?" -- shows the global prevalence of hoth male.
chauvinism and its opposite, 'vomen's liberation, and is so integrally
" yelated to philosophv as well as the todayness of Harxist-ﬂumaniam
that the last article in this sectjon rekurns to the U.S. ani my
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critioue of the Houston Conference, "“There to Now?"
. " ‘ SRR © " “Phus, Part IV ~-

“The Miseing.LinX - Philosoohy ~Z'ih the Relationg
to Organization” !=ursg entiratollé " in present

Saf 0 thé retrogresiion-and egcapism'seen
in the homilies on ‘the” family, dnd@‘at the ssiméd” t1ije focuses on the

creative trail from Mary's '‘naw moments' toi'the 1980g,

o

-~

You may think that

break -.£rom Mary's.Marsgism but )
ment’ from ‘the moment he discovered a new’cofitinent of thought and-:
Of revolution. That is true in essefice, but the full truth is that
ot only also’ inéorpsrates new paragraphs added ‘to -
ication but -thditotally new methodology which shows

revolution, in organiza-

the 1953 breakthrough on

: Absolut_:e::' Tdea and is what led, in 1973, to have “Thy Regel? hy Now?"
in Philosophy and Revolution , so that the 1984-85 Perspectives
focus 'c_i" "Not by Practice Alone, but the Movements from Theory."

~ . oo | Put otherwise, the Absolute Methed in thie pelection is

- /Béen - to'be presant everywhere, whether that be revolution in perma-
ence:as‘ground for organization or in Life, itself. 'Thus, for the ~

‘time, I have singled out that chapter on Life from the Science ('

Naturally, I cannot include the whole of the presentafion .

- -heres” Instead, you will need to arrange 2 special . educational for
discusging my presentation to the REB and their discussion on it
;'_é!:_j'fi';lfi'.e!.___lﬁee'_i:in'g of August 21. ‘This is a neceseity both for knowing
"the Bock and the manner in which' ft“influences the classes. - T

.

o e == You will see the tentative schedule for thé new classes as
‘....8uggested at the REB, Mike reported ‘on the transletion we ‘had just
" 'received of the review of PER and RLEKM printed in the Itaifan
publication, Dimensioni. “"hat is especially significant about it
is .that thie is the first time that, ‘outside of George Armstrong
:A,.;s:.'eﬂ_l.l_.y's including a eritio ' ter o
Eleusis, that chapter wae ina
raview in a magazine. (Plemse read the rest of Mike's ‘report on

-Ongoing Activities in the Minukes.) -

_ Finally, T want to report the RER's concern with the fact
" that the discussions now going on around Perspectives in most locals
 ha. conducted not only as discussion of national perspectives but
. "very tightly related to the local perspectives. Thus, the whole
‘question of our work in Sof idarity committees must be- ralated to the

wayj,tha.i; iq ‘analyzed ‘i.n t'he-Perspectivea' themsalves,

Yours,
Raya

16359 |




August 23, lo84
Dear Raya,

I Just want to call these notes, or some kind of thinking outloud
process,without any thought of driving for any conclusions. In fact I think
the hardest thing I face 1s a. wanting of a conclusion, a resalt, an answer, as
an immedliscy. After the REB I went first to lenin's Vol, 38 and found what you
had read of his notes on Hegel on the seotion on life, Then I have gone to the

Bcience of Iogic and have been reading through ction,

. "But the anthropologlcal and@hﬁ_;&me of cognltion relates
only to Its earanas, in which the Notion Ior itself has Qot y eached th
pm%%gmivity equal to 1t, that is, of havimg- i M

I feel that I am Bt+}1l véry much 1w this appearance stage of cognition. That
18,1 am perhaps within a psychologlcal explanation of the problem. But what I want
to know is whether that appearance is totally wrong, that is when you stop
dead thore and make 1t into a universal, or whether since essence does have to
appear, that appearance, can become a point of departure for moving toward the
Notion? Here is what I mean. I had a “shock of recognition®, I know on a very
low level, having absolutejy nothing do to with the hlgh philosh)
recognition that Lenin had, but none the less not
8 raccgnition that thers was someth g :

svolut lonary ! EVe this ed up treating
other human beings crvfecuny, o — : ot loving them, and
belng loving to them, but of : z 8 from them, that is
& dialogue with the person one is in love with. Fesling that 1in a sense I was
/Tl nclave) from them.  So Af one would argue that really the private
- eng, you are talking about is the refusal to subject a certain part of
Jories 11fp ke here personal reflitions, in your talk to the REBR you had mentioned
slenge, (bx)organization ~- to Xbsolute Methed, then still what comes to mind .
. {hBY TS the patmidy)uherebyone goos about doing that, Can & vecognition on
.peyehologleal—X5 Af it does not stop there, become a pathway to recognilon
on & much higher level? For what worries the hell out of me is that I can say
yes:1 can see I had & privase enclave not subject to method, @ipcept it as conclusion
but: not' really have done the d labor to get myself there and therefore really :
not have internalized it. St@ my recofnitlon 1s only on the level of appearance -=-
OREERR R ROR S U N Y L -~ 1t stlll is one I feel very much

s

il.nnw{:e'ins, .and nou’.can' I take that not td stop and say oh how gullty I feel, or
. oh'what a terrlble person' I have been, but instead to take that shook and make it

‘a pathway for moving toward Absolute? B
w “Tha inmetdjate shape is the Tdea in its simple Notio objectivigy . .
2 ¥ -

h;ch 8 adequate to the Notion: +thus it is good by nature. (Bud since  negative

ent realizes itself so as to be objective part Er-3ings
: 0 3 [ Thali hN Pt : A

. ;i f 5 and, since just
: ich 1t is e ldentity in ¥hls severance, the[IiviIng Entity is for
-tself ‘this severance and has the feeling of this contradictiom, which is pain,
erefore is the privilege of living nafures; they are the existing Notlon and
ore-they are an actuality of infinite force by which they in themselves are
':oMn negativity, and by which their negativity 1s for ¥them and they preserve
riselves in their otherness,~-It is sald that contradiction cannot aven b thought
t [In,THe pain-of the—TiFing Entit 5_aven an actual existence, ‘
his internal Yiiremption of the 1iving Entity Is feellng, the'd
d into tke~eimple unlvdrsality of the Notion, MB‘;}E%%L
§ and {hpublp begin which -?:IJ__Y-_-‘,‘}L,-- g tys Which the 1, while

‘ ia]¥, is a¥en to become indentity for itself--
ch exists only as the negation of the negation.”
-1 thought that quote you had reed 61 IEnIn quok) n¢-Hegel-on—"pain is aotual
pxistence of contradiction” was so magnificent, Buf when you get to Hegel himself
hat sesms to me eruclal is that not only thethpain proves the actual existence

“late ad 1o




N
53, LEginttagn, by wbion the Indfuideuts, bdong HAeREiCY, (Rruite
So pain not only exposes the contradictlon in an open way,
and impulse tdbegin its tzpfisition, I sgmetines feel as Af
here directly for me, well 1 am sure we all feel that, and no doubt are all correocty
I don't fesl down in the dumps, though I do feel a lot of sadness, iuk I do £
very much xx a need and impulse to begln s very different type of journey,
h____ﬁ'—'-——-"‘"—__‘—_'——'_'_'—"_‘ i S m——— — T

(RGNS [ENARA XX EXERSKERAZK AN 4

I know that when you have spokan of this over two_years ago you had talked
of the political ramifications both in terms omﬁﬁl’&m&n and Black/
white in terms of my relationship to Lou. And of course organization ramifications
are certainly on my mind right now, in working with the comrades in ths organization.
T know that how I am able to work with the comrades will debermine 1f thogse
problems can be overcome. But vwhy I think thare has be am my own individual
journey through-this which w11l Hex end in being subjected to absolute method,

is becyymyb 1f I don't figure that ons out, then somewhere, sometine, a different

aspeot of private enclave with effect those political organizational relations
#ith other comrades and with whatever contribution X make to the movemont,

I know the question "What kind of a Marxist-Humanist does this make me?" is not

the right question to ask and doesn't provide any pathways out. But if 1 can

 work from the partioulars of what happend through what 1s private enclave to
Sy : ly._mea: _subjeot-oness . %ﬁ@mﬁi&% you say
- ‘becuase it is otality of)life, then that
r\",\——_"—-——-—"'_.—-__—_“'-—-___.__-—-———’
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Fotes on Draft of Introduction to Collection of Essays on Women's Lib Bugeng
X uon't €0 over the commends I made at the REB axcept to sa ’ &Q‘K

point of departure it ua.s to see this situating Harxist-Humanlsm's contribut ’

to Wonmsn's mberation arising in the J. 505. It made me again reread you pre-oonvention

letter to tha Youth and see alsc themehou much you had situated the development by . ¢ r7

Harxisb =Humanism of y _gg_as & revolutionary category as well arising out of these

1 508 All this may on_the one hand seem obvious, but it made me think once

m.

nizat onal, subjestd of -rev lution, ramifleations that come whan .one discovers

a Wimm of thought o Raya did in the @

{8 Where you figst begln expile to reconnect with Marx, Howevér ':‘1 |

-agiun of the wo ramificn.tions.) and specifically the multi-;.monal
e

) e
————

1t sesns for&

refmme to it on pasea 7 and 8 could either be expa.ndod fronm matecr:ia.l
- N
he last pm. emoved -0-be-teienup- ae.a..{n-in‘the_last part

! ) i '\‘.\_" i — : B '
s &nd many Hive it Oxpllcl.n/lp—’-?sjuvidual piece, then 1n

";msont!.ns your. lantroduction, do you have to follow the chronology of pmaont!.ns ”ﬂ
parts Ze-J11 and IV &n _order @cou.'ul you discuss 1t in a different way. o

ueh(/n W




Crundrisse in P&B Using the EN the kind of diaoussion pou are having on g.na]

. Marx and conclusions. that no conclusion for Marx was an end, only a new bosinnlns

_po!.nt. I see that conneoted to the famt that at beginning of sectlon page 12

you are starting off with quote from Hegel W -

That question of process extends very much to your decision to include

2
N /N ponel IMEND 7
node of productlion seems to me very different from hou yo hose to J.ook a.t t
._./\\_ - -

the lotters on RINLXM, I think it is a very new stage for us. Not becuase

you haven't singled out your correspondence before -- the 49-50 Correspondence

1s agtually going to be printed.
.’"-"“—‘""—"‘_""-_’-' 3
On titles, I do think that it should be a title which eaptures the full sweep

y of theso essays, that 1s why I had suggested to Olga some vems(%ﬂ/ofm—’

- , ! xfo&)ﬁ_ér_%_}w& ) 1
no.,n_‘ g .‘I.!.b_ru:_a.t!.om Esaays on Glo'ba.l,. Historic, Philosophy _a.fx‘d olutionary Raot_s._ ey

',..y'ou- think it i1s possble to creste an index for these essays, I kmow H.‘!.ke.is

"'exporioncod at that, but I was wondering whether 1t might includem someone from _‘ .‘

‘women s' liberat!.on 1f you do docido to do it.
sorry those are 80 brlef notea on your lahors. If I have some more thoughts

'11 try and ur!.to a little more in next few days,

TN Ty ST vwﬂ&k’l‘#




supunt 31, 1699
Zesr Simong

Have you ever felt thrt VOL VRTs e ban Canenlf o). [ 1S
very first timer vou must have felt that wee wiae LR AR § SNR S TS BTy
happeninF to You and vou came face to freor wits 1. T e bt gl
found that not only wes it vour mersopp! nehdovament v e Ly,
actually creatins new ouwen doors for othere ir +v ol e titea
say, in the Israeli academy or Purdue”? in anv O, tiet by Ahp
way 1 felt when 1 was confrorted with L00 pneree a2 oo AR LR WY TR
somen's Liberation snd learned—=i 1rn*y VRomen/wonnent s weg "fayoenn
me to reallze that; make that encounter with mveelfewthnt pny, Yy g
# W 11 when none were Bpeaking of iogie the riveter ar hevive w o hesin,
I was not only extollins her ieason but mointins to 1t e holne .ansan
reaching for Revolution., ~oreover that that was hut a amnll part of
.811 I had written and she cut the 40 vears to 3%, with henvy gaphpale
on 1970s,19808, were it not for Ulra prodding me and convineiny You

" as well of its relevance for today--ah, well, it is donm nndg tlrn haw
- Just send it all off to Humanities with letter dotailing {t sll %o Judy,

. ' Still to come in 2 week or mo is my Introduction to it
‘ally I did write a Draft which gave me the form in.which to put i¢ n
all-in four parte, and that not just chronolopically, but how emeh - .. . .. %
of: the parts is a totality of the entire neriod, 1950-1084, :

note that I'm including two articles by CGlera_ynde ,

a very internstionsl flaver, from
ope, it 1s by no accidont that I wew

ed==lie Ara log 4] i)
Tor Tt when 1

Aborigines in 1882 am "the
years later, and on Aborirines

: free ad and have it raviewsd in
- in the Cctober issue,
.o Have gou neted that finally women liberation 0 NI'9
&iving new publicity to Koes Luxembury - baratio
1l0¢g Y.of Revelution--in Italy in Qimensl
tias and in Auetrelfs in ’

ks by mem karxism and fotallty by
Barxiem ip Italy by aul Plecone?

S Hurriedly, {(and you can see Glga is not hera today op
this would have a more readable, not to mention correctly typoaraphionl
form) Yours, : :




