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The mail that- jugt arrived is- important enough-for me to

haye-taken back:the Ferspectives Draft Thesis ZI-hgnded 4s ths PTC last

Thursday;, in order to add the following 'paragraph to the lagt Page,
after we mention the. three new -publications that.will greet us at the

Conventicn:

T . Before 1985, our 30th vear of existence, has.ended,-

. We proposge to publish & collection of some of the ex-
tensive ‘writings on Womén's Liberation by Raya Duna-
yevskaya., It will be ready by International Women'sg
Day and will contain the events as well as the analy-
8e8, beginning with our creation of the category of

© Women's Liberation as-Reason as well -as revelutionary
force in 1955,  The deyelopment of women's libera- .

tion a® Movement and as philosophy "0f tiberation will

be dialectically tied ogether in an intreduction
. . that will indicate new perspectives.

. Fhe-mail I'm referring to is the letter.I just received. . .
from Humanities Press agreeing to publish just such a collection of.
my work on.Women's -Liberation which could include everything from

the article on the miners' wives in the 1949-50 strike. and the "In

.
[
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. Memoriam" %o Natalia Trotsky, through such articles as were included

_in "Sexism, Polit{és ard Revelution® in China, to'the lectures given
. at the Urbana Thivd World Conference and the New School during the

:-,gmafx;centenary tour, ' .
; Despite my vehement opposition to the Kantian category,

- "ought," I'm forced to use it because there is no other way to express
the nsed I feel for us to confront the reality that during the whale

period since the publication & Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation snd

| :Marx's Philosoph of Revolution, there has not been a single hreake
through review in the so-called feminist press. To me, that signi-

;ines“thét a more philosophic Breakthrough on Women's Liberation must
Qﬁéhow be worked out, without waiting fer the publication of thig
.hew collectisn ef old writings with a new introductory summation. I
iﬁ@ﬁldVlike to propese that you take advantage of the pre-convention
‘period to write out a sort of balance sheet from which a new concreti-
~#ation -- I mean new projection -- of Marxist-Humanism for the Wiy
- can flow, ‘
_.;_  | Naturally, I'm looking forward to whatever summations you
'tmgke in this period. Following Suzanne's report on WL to the REB
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on May 15, I may eend You a more elaborate contribution to your pre-
convention discussion. For a starter, however, I would suggest that
you focus on Part IV of the Draft Perspectives Thesig -~ "OUJECtivity/f‘\
‘SubJectivitys In Actuality snd in Philoeophy"‘-- especially the dif-
“ferent ways I have projected two kKinds of eubjectiv1ty over a 30 year
perldd. Where I .use the deSanatlon of Mao as an example of the
“self-alienating type of mind" when-it has "squared and balanced the
self-opposition of universal and single will", use instead the
petty-bourgeois type of mind that really does want to put him/herself
at the service of "the masses" but ig void of any conceptlon of
philoeophy ag action.

~ 'The reason I'm 80 anxious to expand on who reflecte that

" type of lndividualism is because it does.not come .only from Communiem,
It has spruhg up in very nearly g1l of ‘the Third World revolutions.
Frantz Fanon, after all. was the only one who that early was self-
critical of the new and well as the old revolutlonary leaders.

nd N

Let's see what comes "out of" individual self-criticism..’




Olga, Detroit :
ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR WRITINGS ON WOMEN'S LIBERATIO

/1though we have long wanted to have a 1listing of
Farxist-tumanist writings on ‘omen's Likeration, what gives that kind
cof Ggummary ' a new illumination, 1 helieve, is the special emphasis
we bave experienced this year in seeing how all kinds of different
summaries have been worked out -- whether that be the many paragraphs
through which Raya has summarized kev categoriés in the new book, or
whether it be the look back at the summarizing amendments we have
adde? to our Tonstitution with ezch new book, :

Make the paragranh in which RD ®summed up" Marx and the
Tlack world. It began at the ixvanded ".I' on Jan, 1, when the new
“book was fipally in evervone's hands, and our focus, at one and the
same time, was on the tour, the new edition of .merican “ivilization
_on_Mrial we wanted to issue, and all the concrete activities we would
be engaged in from then to the “onstitutional Zonvention being pro-
poced there, Tt was during ber summation of the disgussion on “new
moments” , whern.Tou asked wh~t that imeant specificially in relation
to the Tlack dimersion, that Tl looked back at the whole 40 years of
‘arx's -~rxism and showe@ the concrete wav he had worked it out in
his praxis, On the tour itself, at the first lecture on -l.arx and
the Flack “orld", it became an actual new paragraph to be added to
the last chapter of the book., 'nd it is now the pivot of the new
Introdvetion to ACOT. :

There is not a single “fact® in that new paragraph that

‘fgwaan!t already *in® the book, D&ut there is something new that has

'7JQWBrkingsbut her paper for a discussion

-heen.said. when one looks at the totality, something that even Marx..

dign't see,that way. “here is a new consciousness both of what MarX

.wag ‘doing over those 40 years, and of what larxist~Fumanism has ae€en::
inthose 40 years with eyes of today. .I believe that it is that jam-.
:ming uﬁﬁnf the totality 'arx created against the philosophie catego-:
“ries ' Marxist-Humanism has created that gets you to those summations -
" and makes. them *“summations that are. new beginnings,® -

P A ‘oreover, it struck everyone especially forcefully when. -
‘gummed up that way because not many bad looked at the new book as one
.Bpecifieally on *arx's relation to the Black dimension -- whereas. th
“way. in which ! arx and Women's Liberation was summed up in Chapler 12

'7ﬁéggﬂmbre,on‘less,*"taken_for granted,” Yet, when RD got down fo

with anthropologists (which:-
‘she has called ‘arx's !Mew Mu-anism® and the Dialectics of Women's:
Liberation in Primitive and odern “ocieties”), she found that —-— -7

‘while she. had traced the :'an/.oman concept in the mapvscripts. of the "

1340s* the First Intermational's ‘me, Law anc Capital's -orking .
“ay - in the 1850s; Imitrievo a the Taris.Commune in the 1£70s; and
rarx's commentaries on the Troqovis and Irish women iv the Ethnologi-

.ogal *>otebooks during the very last years of his life -~ she would =

 Teed to dig more into the 17508, not to find if but to find Bpecifi¥ 'J

:“5‘cally‘what“would bring out his prexis on the &ll-important revolu- ..

. tionary force of women in that decade, Of all that was there, in

‘ffthat decade, she chose the two that demonatrate his relationship,.

“firat, with the working women céuring a strike in 1853-54; and then .-

- ‘with a woman writer, whose aristocratic and reactionery husband and -
i 'son had her committed to an insape asylum for daring to opnose them -
' during an election campaign in 1858,

et
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The point of the story is not only to show thut when

you know what you are looking for, you can find it, It ls to see ,
the new conception that arises when .arx's deep relationship with all _
the forces of revolution -- 2 philopophy that made him keep his eyes : |
glued on every opening and evervy event so that he not only allied

- with those forces but made them part of his very theor+ -=- is looked
pack on after new puilosophic cetegories have been ereated in pur
age by Marxist-Humanism,-

It is for the same reason, 1 believe, that the so-call~
ed listing of all of our works on Women's Iiberation, far from being
a laundry list or even a matter of “digging them out of the Archives,
can become & real journey through the dialectic of our own 40 years.
Looking at it today, with the eyes of 1983, both connects us to MarX
and, at the point where a new category was created, becomes the to-
tally new contribution to history and philosophy that arxist-Human-
ism has created. What I want to present here is very far from
either a summery paragraph, onthe one hand, or any exhaustive ‘journey
through our Archives, on the other hand, but it will, hopefully,
show how recoll?ction is not "remembrance of things past" but becomes
new beginning.® ‘ ;

THE NEW STAGE THAT BEGAN IN THE. 19408

_ Let's start with Raya's defense of Reva Crane in the ,
ilorkers Party when, at the end of Vorld Var II, the men came home to
re-assume the organizerships and other posts women had taken over
when they had léft, In the Archives you will find (p.467) RD'S

Dec. 18, 1945 eritique of the WP and their "Feed for a Political Per--  °

~epective,~ You will not f£ind a word theré on the so-called Womah - -~
faT*"&Questionau-Butnwhat]that.debate révolved about was the attempt of -the -

“CL WP to blame their failure. to grow during the war, not or’ their .con-. - .

cépt*&f.the'backwardnesa of the American masses, but on the people ..
- .. who had:to carry out their line.——'who'happgned to have been womeén. .. .- -
‘ “.-.The Johnson-Forest Pendenc” defended the women of the majority =="DY . .

" insisting- it was not those individuals who bad to be attacked but the .

Jpolitical line they had 8o’ faithfully carried out, But it was only ..
o 3Ans1953, in the documeni called UOur Orgenization? (p,2042 in the: " ..
;aiﬁrghisz) ~-- after the break with both WF and SWP -- that RD placed - -
o ;[that.whole;event within the analysis of the new objective stage we . - :
. " 'had-by ‘then recognized -- that is, the revolt of the women'whinh{hgqf?
s begun'during the war, vhen women by the millions 1eft their kitchens,
and that had ‘intensifie fused to quietly. . -
raturn., ioreover, it was a + we included.
that excerpt in 1970 in Notes on in the section
: - we called “The Historic Past, Present, and Future ... and the Yeed @
- for Philosophy.® It did not mean that that section had fully worked
:_fﬂ,out'that philosophy, but that working it out involves the dialectic
* from past, through present to the future. T

| Look .2t that period between:the end of the 'war and our. .
... -break from the SWP. Two things just leap out of the Archives, . One..
. {g a letter /p.1324  to a woman comrade of the JFT who had written an
- essay op ''oman and Gocialism. RD'e letter turns out to be a:eritigue:
~ which advises: “wyhat you need to do is*to give form tolyou:jcpptgnt’
‘which has as logical and dialectical,a:development ag the content it
self. Varx is pretty substantial, and I like to follow his form 'of

" beginning with Phenomenon. .. and from there lead to esBence.sss - 17
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end then returns to the heginning, only the phenomena have now been

enriched by the essence and hence the conclisions are not mere ap-

~ pearance but law. of motion, ete, Thug, don't you think it would - -
be better if you began with:'The steadily increasing divorce rate

ves {You will have to read the letter for yourselves for the con=-

creteness that follows,) ‘The letter is dated May 14, 1949,

L It is just 2 month before the miners strike in West
Virginia during which, in the .articles sent to the Militant, which
included those specifically on the miners' wives (p.I1477), she cer-
tainly followed her own advice., Listen to a brief excerpt:

“A_trip-to northern West Virginia, seat of some of the most
militant mass picketing of the just-concluded mine strike,
reveals that the miners' wives plavyed an important role, The
most that could be gleaned from the big .dailies was that the
wives were 'taking' the long fight and empty food baskets be- -
cause they had no other choice, Im truth, however, the role
they played was not merely a passive but an active one. Here
are but a few incidents of the most recent strike..." And '

' here follows the different attitude of 'the women than the union
and bow they took matters into,their own hands; whetler via
hatpins or going door-to-door i¥ surrounding communities for
help, or forming their own organization to decide what to do-

.*.8hould their husbands decide to go back.to work without a con-

- tract, .(I believe we can include some of this exeiting mater-.

s dal right in our new 49-50 pamphlet.) Mo wonder the editor of » .
vescithe Militant grudingly had to admit the articles were a breath - .-

.of fresh air for that jovrnali S ' L

fﬂé‘;af*;";f But now consider what it means that when (during the
1951 strike 'when I had moved to Pittsburg!:) RD asked me to take the

tape recorder to . Va, to get those stories for ourselves, she felt';g-“ ;f

compelled:to warn me not to allow the pervasive male chauvinism in Cu
the mining 'regions to 1imit me only to talking with the women, impor-. -
N ;that wds, but to remember that I was a full politico with ...
‘contribute on all questions... One grasps - what a difference -
between that f£ull consciowsgness of what political-philosophic
1ork: nd-Rosa Luxemburg's refusal to be “pigéon;holéd"-éL3wh1chf_ ‘
no:matter how valid, was not linked at one and the same time, as RD's -
; o development of woman as a new Subject of révelution, = = -~ 7 -

. FROM THE' CRITICAL YEAR, 1953; THROUGH THE 1960s; 10 TODAY'S WIM

LA : ~_ Let's turn to that critical year, 1853, of our own his- - -
«  tory, when RD made the historic breakthrough on the Absolute Idea and ...
- identified the dual movement therein, the movement from practice to ~
' theory as well as the movement from theory to practice --- but 1%~
did not become the ground for Correspondence Committees, Where Grace :
Lee, on Stalin's death, degraded the concept of Woman .(and worker)to
the -ingistance that the ‘mew could .be shown in a cartoon of women in’
a factors exchanging hamburger recipes while they ignored the radio. -
“plaring the newsof Stalin's-death, RD turnéd to the workers in =
_Charles Denby's plant, who ‘were vroposing their own foreman as Stalin's:
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replacement, That is one 8ign of the vast gulf between conceptions
of where we were going, ‘nother, specifically ‘on the question of
the diqension_of women, was the simple fact that women workers like
Jerry Yegg and Angela Terrano felt so alienated from that page as it
appeared that thev refused to have their columns in that section.
But the revolutiornary dimension of women kept being revealed averv.
where -- from the chapler by Christine in Indigmani lieart Lo ihe mag-
nificent story of the women in People of Kenya Spea for Themselves,
Yhen finally we were trulv on our own, with the found-
ing of News and Letters Committees, it aas no accidént that we had
already singled out women as one of the four forces of revolution.
Keeping oneS eyes glued on the movement from practice almost "auto-
matically" reveals the revolutionary dimension of women throughout
2ll of history --from the milkmaids described in Marxiam and Freedom
right through every event of your own dav, Consider how power- —
fully it was recorded through the whole explosicn of pamphlets that
came out of the 1950s, so that ‘‘orkers Battle Automation includes
not only the exchange between Chariles Denby and Angela Terrano, a
young working woman, but the voice of the young woman who spoke as a
rebel with a cause “; and our two women Freedom Riders, one white
and one Black, found something as magnificent as " “YWoman Power Un-
limitedt® in Misgissippi, We were "writing on women" everywhere -~
whether that was the Two Worlds column in April 1960 on“Revolution
and Counter~-Revolution in South Africa* which deseribed the lo52
revolt of the South African women to the passes; or whether it was
the Weekl Political Letter on July 6, 1962 from the Gambia which
'describngthe.“hlgh level of discussion of that allegedly most back-
ward African, a Mandinka woman, who was not only a natural orator ‘
. but, illiteracy notwithastanding, the most intelligent 'citizen of the
' . -world', as one young woman phrased it"; or vhether it was the inter~ -
“view with a rong Tong refugee; or the women of the Maryland Freedom
Fnion, And gust consider the title of Raya's In Memoriam %o Nataiia
Irotsky in 1962 that transformed it into the Whole question of the-
"Role of Women in Revolution," ' :

o . ' Yet it was not until vomen's Liberation had, moved from _
- Idea to actual Movement that we could initiate a very different kind - :.
- of. Marxigt~Humanist WL page in our paper in Fov. 1969, publish Notes
..on Women's Liberation, Ye Speak in Many Veices in Jan, 1970 -- and .- -
1:'identify;WI:as,the;crifical newest of the new passions and new forces -
- in Philosophy and Revolution while amending our Constitution in 1973
.. %o catch-that mew stage objectively and mbjectively, That did not
mean;only that the movement from practice illuminated for us what we
‘had - been  doing all through those years; or even that we first saw all
.. the new questions it raised., It is true that we saw, with new eyes,.
- . that the struggles we had recognized as both race and class were, as
- owell, a vital part of the true WIM. It is true that the interview
. with Jade took on even deeper meaning when it became part of a new’
o pamphblet we called Sexism, Folitics and Revolution in Mao's China.
. 'There was nothing we published during the 708 that was not deepened by
the new category of woman as force and Neason, whether that was Ameri -
eneral Strike or Frantas Fa--

- ca's.First Unfinished Rev'n or the Firat G O
non and hmerican Rlack Thought. But from the begimnning we spelled out - -fiA
Wk abor, Black and philosophy, because_ = = ..
' . “Key to.grasp =
mphlet we published directly oh women, and what distin- =

-guishes Working Women for Freedom from NOWL is that the Appendix es-“
tablished its whole form —-- and was grounded in Philosophy and Revo- L

lution, Chapter 1, without which there could not have been & ChAap,9d.
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The truth is that that UCAEseries of lectures on “omen as
Thinkers AND AS REVOLUTIONARIES proved to be the very first expres-

Bion of the new dialectic that had begun with Philosophy and Revol :-
tion and -~ after seven long, hard years of further digging and fol-

 lowing where it led --brought us to the whole new stage of cogni-

.Concept of Vioman, and Revolutionary Feminism,

tion represented by Rosa Iuxemburg, Women's ILiberation and Marx's

Philosophy of Revolution,

PHILOSOPHY AS ACTION AND AS ANTICIPATION: OUR TRILOGY AND
ouR HISTORY

: ‘ When the dialectic of history has been unchained -~
and it was unchained for our age by Marxist-Humanism ~~all kinds of
new insights into philosophy as action and philosophy as_ anticipa-
tion are possible, It was when a whole new category had been made
of “Woman as Reason and as Revolutionary Force® -- asg only one woman
philosopher, Raya Dunayevskaya, had succeeded in doing -- that women
finally became a vital part of the philosophy of freedom. That is
what made it possible for us to “summarize" the whole decade of the
WLM's search for a theory in one short page(6/80N&I)as a critigue of
three representative alternatives to that philosophy. It is what
made possible such new kinds of essays as Urszula's op women in
Poland, and :leda's ou women in the lfiddle Last, and Eugernds on Harx's

The most direct, imme-

”fﬁiate expansions of the new book directly on Yomen's Liberation

.are, of course, the lecture Ra{a gresented at the Third Vorld “Jomen's
3 |

Conference in Urbana, which wi e included in their publication of
the papers given there; and the paper for the anthropology confer-=
ence T referred to at the very beginning of this discussion article.
Put .can anyone think that the new Introduction to ACOT is not fon . °

““women“ wben they read that full section on "Historic Turning Points:

““Slave = Revolts, Yomen's Liberation, Anti-Imperialism?

" Look at fitns., 15 and

“ Pp. 14 (which records what the Black women in the factories said of .

- ‘Becond Sex in the mid 1940st); at the whole of p. 15 with all four of

Those critical footnotes;at fins. 37 %1 39 on'p, L

©./48 apd 50, and the whole final section from p. 25%o the end =~ in-

“-deed, scar cély & page of the entire history . i8 not actively

~on the revolutionary dimension of woman.

T . : Or can any of: -
i «us miss seeing that our 25 Years of Marxist-Humapism in the U.S. .
is: = both the first of our pamphlets to fiow out o e new book, -
‘and one of the best summaries of our writings on Yomen's Liberatign
" we could ossibly.comgile? Just take a look at the footnotes alone!

6 on p. B: at ftn. 18 on p, 11;at fin, 26 on

13: 45 and 46,

liost of all, can anyone read the trilogy with eyes of - -

“s%&Qdéyﬁ and think we can “pick?® the pages or sections that are 'on.

'ff'*wqman" without projecting that it is that entire trilogy that ad- - ...
- dresses women's liberation? Just as grappling with study classes in .
“the new book at the beginning of the year made ua see that even a

class that was to be strictly on Part II would soon enough reveal

- that, in fact, Part II projects all three parts -- and gropel one

back to Part I and forward to Part ITI -~ will the new book not send. -

" us back to Philosophy and Revolution, and help us to undersiand that
%~ . work in a very new wWay? phat is what I believe the journeys through '’
...our own 40 years we have been making will help us do, o R

¥

-~ Olga




September 29, 1983

1yd4a Sargent and John Schall
South Ind Press

302 Columtug Ave,

Boaton, Mass, 02116

Dear 1ydia Sargent and John Schall:

During Raya Dunayevekaya'’s lecture tour this yoar -~ vhioch revolved
About both the Merx Centenary and the publication of her new work,
's Jiberetion and Marx's Philogephy of R plution -~ she spole to
aoms 40 difforent aundiences on a wide variety of topics, Everywhere she
spoke she fowd intense intorest in Marx's ooncept of Womtn and 4in her owmn
Marzist-fHusnist view of today's Women's Liberation Mevensnt, 8he wam re-
peatodly asked, especially ty Women's Liberetioniste and Third Worid activists,
vhethor a solleotion of her many writings on Women's Liberation wes availabls,

8inoe her tour ended, I havo bean thinking abeut what euch & colleo~

tion might include, In addition to several new lestures developed specifically
thumrferthotm.unuuothcruuylmammtmmﬂuhn
.. decsde, I wlieve there might be consideratle Interest in wush of the sarlier

" work Rays has dene, (I am thinking, for exaaple, of artioles she hat written

.. .on:the partioipstion of the wemen during the historic 1949-50 Miners® Gemeral

. Strikes of a oritique ahe wrote in 1953 of the attitude ef the "01d Redicals”
o to.wemsn dn the posteWerld War IT world) er of the " Menorian® she wrote B
,;-;:‘-'-_J,eu,lltggm Troteky in 1962, whish she had entitled "Role of Wowsn in Revolie

T m mmt@tgm,:hm'r. would be tho wealth of -torhlen today's
Women's Liberaticn Moveuant over the last )4 years — which would eover Ahe' ' .

peried from hor $alk'$o WRAP. (at the: timo of the Marlene Dizen tenure struggle).
Reaser ‘and ‘s3: Revoluticnary Foroe" at Cpicage tniversity in
= Ay Shrough te. ths new essays just written for the Mirx Centenary,
1 am.ensleeing twe'of Ihe most recant oasays for yeu so you cen ses their
Liheratien 1n Prialitve and Nodern Sooledies”.wes given to ihe Sesond Tnterma-
‘ cmfm&,,h‘ﬁuhu.hmmmllmmm' ) 'the lew
Marm's Philsasplyy of Revelution o Today's WL Novemsats" wos given
Als' Céforents of

soupa.  The ane entitled "Merx's ‘New Hissriism' and the Dislscties of Womin's
for 8001a1 Researsh earldier this momthi The other, antitle »The Trail

Third World Women at e University ef Tlineis at Urtens=

ing with Raya the publicatsisn ef
kmow within & menth? " If so, we can axe

”i‘ I..“

iong invelved in sueh & publisati

Best wisbes,

. Vie
. 2
‘. i

or Aho kinds of materdal thet might actusily be inoluded and diponss R
p d & |

Olgs Demenski, Li | "
e Tk Do

T ST
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Dr. Simon Silverman
Humanities Press
Atlantic Highlands,
New Jersey 07716

Do;r Simons

o .Reya was very happy to see the new ad Humanities has Just taken out
in The Women's Review of Books, which Tomt Radko sent us. Pleass give him ocur
thanks and good wishes. News & Latters has Just sent in three new ads of our
own in thres quite different kinds of Journals -~ one in the New York Review of
Books, another in The Nation, and one even 4n The Guardian for 4its special
International Women's Day issua. They should certainly all butress each othar
and keep Raya's newest book genuinely new. Your ad, in addition, got me thinking
again about an idea we've been thinking about ever since Raya's Marx centenary
tour last year.

- . . As you know, Raya spoke on that tour to some 46 different aud isnces
- .on & wide variety of topies ~- and everywhere she spoke she found intense interest
in’ Harx®s conoapt of Woman and in her ewn Marxist-Humenist view of today's Women's

¢ Liberation Movement. She wes repeatedly asked, especially by Wemen's Liberationists -

e and Third Wolld students, but by many other intellectusls as well, whether a col-

_leotien of her many writings on Women's Liberstion was available. Ever since she B
that; I'we been thinking sbout what such & cvilection might ineiude, ~°

4ddition to several new.lsoturss she devoloped specifically this o
tour (I'm enclosing copies of two of them: "Marx's ‘New Humanisa® and T
1% of Women's Liberation in Priwmitive and Modern Socleties” is'the ° . '
e _gave at the New School for Scoial Resssrch 4n fall; "The Trail to Today's ' |
‘Liberation Movements” 1s the one she gave at Upbana in spring), there are’ ' .
ral others written over the last decade, ut severdl written much - . .
I believe would have great interest for readers today. I am-thinking -
‘she wrote about the participation of the women during the historic™ .
Minsrs General Strike ageinst Automation: of the "In Meworiam" to Natalia
in 1962 - which she had entitled "Role of Women in Revolution”; of other
he-has written on “Sexism, Politics and Revolution” in China,

‘n fact, there is a great wealth of such material that I think would
collection whioch would have considerable interest and appesl toa
, noe. . What do you think? Would Humanities be Anterested in publishing "'
uoh 8 dollsction? I am sure. I could convince Rays to write & special Mtro- =
ction for it =- and it would be great to have somathing like that in timsefor
ational Women's Day 1965! Ts that feasible?

... . Do lot me lnow if you would want to see copies of the other mterial
-7 "I've suggested, And do, please, give my good wishes to Judy as well as Tom.

Bast wishes,




Telex; 782230 HILARIOUS

Pellishors snd Ditritotors of Sokolinly Books
ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS, NEW JERSEY 07716 {201) 8721441 '

Directora
Simon Sliverman
J.C. Harvey

April 26, 1984 _ Leigh A, Brom'

Dear Raya and Olga:

I do appreciate your patience and cooperation during the past couple of
months when things have been somewhat hectic in the office. I am sorry

for the delay in responding to your suggestion to publi book of your
1 collected essays on Women's Liberation. With zgur&gjgowiﬁglgnd with
,—thex§f§§2¥I§§E§§§)of News & rs as a marketing medium of course we

would be Tnterested in adding this to our 1ist of publications. There

are several :things I would like to discuss and clarify and then you can
submit a1l the material you plan to include in the volume.

1, Olga, in her letter of(E%EEE:E:)suggests that you are prepared to place
an initial order for at least 1,000 copies of thi ection. I would

- V7K’ to_know that this 15 @ ‘der “based upon similaF terms and conditions
whic¢h obtained Tor ROUSA™ . Let me assure you that you wiil'receive; Lo

royalties on a11_1he.cggjgg_zggﬁgg;chase_ax 50% discount,

2. We would Vike to know where and in what year the essays were published: ..
and if they have appeared in print before. ' R

3. We would like to publish the essays as they are with only a minimal
rewriting job if at all. '

Olga suggests that you would write a special introduction for it and we would -
1ike that to be delivered G_m—ﬁﬁ_ﬁ%rsr_itj]gso we can begin our production
work to have it ready in time for the ernpational Women's Day in 1985,

Exactly. what day 1s this? I hope it is toward laEE,sqnner or falll

This should now set your mind at ease and set the ball rolling and we look
forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

W Judy tells me that she has not had a reply to her letter of
A ril

pril 2of which I enclose a xerox copy. Can you help in both instances,
a reader for the Adorno title and a genius who can help with Russian for .
‘the other title? This would be much appreciated. ‘

" Shalom,

Simon Silverman
Jac




Yay 7, 1964
Lear Judy:

In his April 26 letter to Raya about publication of & new book
of Raya's collected essays on Women's Libaration, Simon asked several
questions to "set the ball rolling” -- and T wanted to answer them as
fully as T can at this moment, though much of what follows has to be
an sstimate only at this stage;

1)As to what year and where the various essays werse published =-
I have collected,for Raya to look oven 25 essays and essay-leiters
which cover ®W® an entisee 34 year period (from 1950 to 1584) so far,
I wolld estimate they might come to about 150 printed pages. Some
are wimeoed but have never been published before except in ithat form
to be circulated to a limited audience. Others have appeared in varioms
mimeographed "pamphlets” put out by N&L. Some have appeared as columns
in Kews & Isttors, A few have been printed in other pressed (one for

exanple appeared in the ga%mit Woman's Press) another in Praxis In-
ternational just this year).

. 2) The range and scope is very broad. You can get an Sdea from
the kind of categories Raya is thinking of grouping them into: laber

. and" the Black Dimension) Women as Thinkers and Revolutionaries; the

. International Dimsnsion: Letters on the Process of Developing New
...Categories and Writing New Books: Practice and: Theory. (These are & '

e A e

- useful, not a Tindl decision, of course.)

. 3)-Ths ;only entirely:new essay would be the spocffm;gdﬁeﬁ&ﬁ o
'Raya would:write for the collection. The others ‘would appear as: dan

of lectures xhe has given and which she never ehasked heraelf.are somewhat
ught’ and: would need sowe editing, T'm sure. (T would nost"likch be
! it editing, Judy, and would 1ike to lnow what kind of
would-have to prepare all the copy to send on to Humanities. T
- ask: hocduse N4l 1s moving its offices to Chicago this summer and it will
.1 'wean e fow very hectic weeks for me, so the time scheduls ip important

- for wo to lmov in planning the months from now through to Septenber. )

' b)s::m of the essays would probably need vefy brief explanatory
notes (no more than a 'paregraph at most; some only & 1ine or two) to
Place them in time and context.. ,

_ Thare ari;llao a few questions I'd like to ask amedrming prepara-
tion of the copy for yourl) Would all the material have to be typed double-
spaos-in manusoript style; or would 4t be acceptable to send you xerox

of course, that corrections would be marked very clearly as if they were :
- "galleys”? And .2) Do you know who would be doing the copy-editing
. dor you? - - I

T really do think 1t will be & magnificent collection and will appeal.
to & quite wide audience. Raya has already written to Simon that NAL vants
to place 1ts initial order for 1000 right now. Tt's good tc be baok "4n -
business” with you, Judy., Let me know what else you xight need to imow, -

S - Ty
. A .
. : ; oo’
R . X
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vary gonorel- ided of “the kinds of categories Rayid thought might be o e

‘over the W years ~- with the exception that a t‘qw{::hh are transeripts =

oopies of those that have been printed in one form or another, provided, ~ "’

----------




