NUFPTES QF REB NEETWWG OF AUGUST 1, 1984

Presents All, plui Mary on way to Mew York; Jane ag sitter~in .
Avendai I, Marxist-dumanist Persvectives, 1984-85 (with form veersanized), New
Classes=to=be, and Mew Fook=to~he, as Ground for Rootin~ the Center in
Chicaro, Mationally and Tnterationally ~- Raya;
II, First Issue of Mews & Letters from New Center == Bupene
. IIT. G& 9V and future ‘weetings

Bafore the.announced arenda was actually taken up, Raya began with two special
roints: first weas the announcement that off our backs Aue-Sept'issue had carried
both Michelle's review of RINLEY and Terry's eritique of 00N's (described in.the
first parazraph of the letter to the locals of Aur. 2)3 second was to note that
this first meeting of the RER in new Chicapgo Mational Office was taking place on
& memorable date -- the day in 1944 of the national.Polish uprising against the
Fazis while the "Red Army" stood outsite the rates,

T. Raya called attention to the fact that the reorranized form of the Perspectives
bterina with the very title: *here hefore we have always said "Perspectives” and
took"Marxist-Humanism” for pranted ¢+ this time we are svelling 1t out. It was this
which permitted us a 513ghtly shortened overall title: “IHF ¥OVEMFNTS FROM THEORY
AS WBLL AS FROY PRAC;TCE VS, THE GREAT ARTIFICER, RQUATD REAGAN, FOR WHOM THE WHOLE
WORIWD IS A STAGE __ on which he rolls back the clock of history on the Black Cimen-
sion, labor, Wowen and Youth, as he drives for worid warp," L . B
. ) . ! - . Where the first two sub=
headings remain eractly as siven at the Conventicn, the merrer of the third and
fourth sections 1s by no.means a technical t it onlyt 1) The orieinal ITT, which
now becomes a subsection of "Not hy Practice Alone" has a siiphtly different title
~~ "The Mew Sense of Objectivity: The Theory of State~Capitalism and New Forms. of
Workers' Revolts." [Ihis creates moom for a more detailed way of showing how often
during the lone 1ife .of State-Capitalist theory we reached the Markist-Humanist
vhilosophy, first as early as 1641, vhen T completed the snalysis of state-capital~
ism tased on the statisties of the Five~Year Plars and already quoted from Mapx's
Essay on Alienated labor In my article on "Jahor and Soctety." 2) 194344, o

most erucisl year, directly: related the new labor revolts in the U,S. to the Re-
sistance Movement in Furope, so that.the Miner's General Strike and the Black Up-
.rising in Detroit and Harlem as well as the Zoot Suiters in California - were seen _
as not sevarated either from the revolts in Furope or the uprising n- Madapascar .

which DeGaulle massacred, . : _ o
' The second subsection, though its content was delivered

almost as 48, 'had no title as an actual subsection, Tt nov doest "Jhat was Marx's
Dialectics of Ravolution to the Post~-Marx Marvists of the Second International?" . -
You may recall that the section 4n the Executive Session which was entitle: "What
ever Happened to Yarx's Critigue of the Gotha Prorrami" is exactly what is develop-
ed here in a newer form still, [hat is to say, T am now talking not only acainst
the reformists tut stressinz that even the mevolutionaries -~ and I'm talking sbout
the oreat revolutionaries of the Polish and Russian 1505 .Revolution ~~ had not” .
dialectically rooted thewselves in Marx's dialectics of revolution, Tt 1a true
that the adminstrative mentality of intellectuals, even .when they vere revolution=-
aries, first became fully visible 4n the State~Capitalist ave; 3t hud.act.ua'_l,‘.ly
characterized the Second Tnternetional, Recause the revoluticnaries were unaware
of it, someone 1ike Trotsky could ° refuse, at the 1907 Coneress, to dlacuss the
nature of the 1905 Russian Revolution, demanding, 1like any prajmatist, "not a pab-
fest, but a prosram of action," Tt wvas only after the outrisht betreyal.in 1914
that Lenin duc 4nto the Henelian dislectics as a Marxiat revolutionary, working

them out as State and Revolution, -J'nsofnr,._;,'s-our landenoy is concerned, you .will
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note in MEF that because the Second International had not put the nature of the
Russian Revolution on the 1907 Conpress Apenda, T declared it to he the bepinnine
of the end without waitine for 1914,

You wiil note that the final two sub-sections
of Papt ITT are likewise transformed, That s to say, what was the climax -- “The
Absolute Method, the Unchained Dialectic" =- now precedes the final subsection,

"On the I‘hre-nhu'l.d 1950-531 The Relationship of Abstract?Concrete." That is of the
esgence, firat 1n order to stress that the "Absolute Method" iz not the end but

" the wmethodology of the whole, ‘-Iecond'l.y. even in the transition period, 1950-53,
as we were reaching toward the breakthrouph on the AT s a movement from practice
as well as from 'l:heory. it 45 precisely that which motivated us as early as the
¥iners' General Strike to work out the dialecties of revolution, That is the char-
acteristic of our new pamphlet which makes inseparable the philesophy from the
activity. Tt 4is that also which 1 to characterize our activity in all support
oommittees, be that with ifrica or Latin America. And it is that which had me
develop the question of Marx's'hew moments" on the relationship between techno-
lorically advanced / technolopically backward commtries , which ve called the
"trail to the 1980s." -

. In place of the fantastic claims,made by some who have
recomized "new moments" in Marx's last decade, that the "new moments" are a_break
from Merx's Marxism, T prove that it's a development of Marx's Marxism, by citing
Tirst, that in the Grundrisse, 1 857, Marx first developed the Asiatic Mode of Pro-
duction, what we now consider the Third World, There is no way for anyone to use
the excuse that the Grmmdrisse had .not become available until our are, since so
crucial was the concent of four, not t three, forms of himan deve'lopment. that
Marx summarized that in his Preface totha Critique of Political Foonomy, 1859 4n
a passape that remains the most famous to this day on historical materialism. The ..

. Perspectives quotes' the footnote 4n Cavital 1867 4n the sectionon fetishism, which

' anticipates what he will do in the Etlmological Notebooks by calling attention to
the fact that the whole question of pre-capitalist societies must be. further devel-
oped, I there hring in the who'l.e idea of the distinetion between Fngels and Marx
4n the last decade of Marx as  PEneels unil'}naar'ly develops it “in Oriein of the

Family and Marx muiltilinearly develoves it in the Ethnolorical Yotebooks . In a-

vord, 1t becomes clear heyond the peradventure of a doubt, that lonpg before ejther -
the ¥ or our RUWIKY made a caterory of the "new momente", it characterized the _
whole of Marx's Marxism, In the Perspectives, it is further developed, not Just as .
philosorhy/theory but the practice in such current events as our activities in-the - -
supvort commitiees,or the activities in relationshio to the current sub-drive, or
,what ‘are our new pamphlets =-and I'have extended the three to four, That 1s to
sdy, T consider it of the hichest importance to view Terry's mini-~mini namph'l.et on
Eleanor Maix in Chicago as 5ntezral. to our new 1984-85 roots in Chicano,

“You can see how I anproach the final section on "Orranizational

Tagks" and how that relates to why I {transposed the Absolute Method as preceding
both the tra.nsitional period and the oreanizational tasks; 4t is that -ection that
bezins: "Ihe body of ideas comprising arxist-~Humanism is rooted in the new post-
war movements both from practice and from theory. Marxism end Freedom, structured
on thé movemeht from vractice, and Philosophy and Revolution, tracine the movement
from theory, were not only worked out while deeply varticipating in all movements
of the new ave of revolut ions, be 3t the 1950s or 1960s or 19708, but were equally
rooted "in ‘the past, 1.8. history, In & word, the period was the whole expanse of -
the modem world that bepan with the mdustria'l. rgvolution == Andeed, we oalled the
Very f'l,rst mrt of VEF 'The Ape of Revolutiona ~= Thdustrial, Political, Economic,
mte'l.leotuat." T¢ is 4n -the orqanizat‘lonnl tagks where I show that hy totality,
in which we root all our work now,we have to hold in the back of our minds not only
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..our Perepactivss, which traces the body of our ideas, not as an abstraction, hut

in the concrete, btut alsp the yst-undeveloped classes~to-be and new book-to~bs..

As T put.it 4n the conglusion of the Perspectives: "Because dialectics is the de-
velopment out of the internal, the self-development, 3t 4s not possible to make an
8 priori statement. ‘Thus, thouph we know that the new bopk-to-hs will, "4n renerall
relate to Women's Liberation, tut ty ng means “Just" Women's Liberation but, as
always with us, that seen as interral to the totality of Marx's Marxism, the point
is I cannot now cite any outline of it, nor say how it will affect what T call my
“mini-tours" next year around the book~to-be,” ‘

.+ .. . Raya opened the ,'discuss‘icn on her ‘Presentation by roine over the
ejoht conorete Convention motions ». and extending the special thanks of the REB
to the entire Cetrost and Chicaro locals for allowing us to accomplish the first,

our move to Chicapo,so quickly,




Chicago. Illinois . , : Aupust 2, 1984

Dear Friends:

From our new home in Chicago of Marxist-Humanism -- or where-
ever you happen: to be —- run Lo the closest bookshop and buy a copy
of the Aug.-Sept., igsue of off our backs, and turn %o p,26 through p. 2€
where you will find a magnificent review of RLWLKM by Michelle
Landau spread over 1% pages, with a beautiful picture of Luxemburg,
and ‘'sharp subheadings like, "Not a Feminist Per Se,” "Masses In
Motion", “"Fractice To Theory," "Challenging Ground;" and on the
other 1% pages, you will find, wonder of wondere, a picture of Marx
himzelf, in the fovm of a letter "hare on Raya D. (firom a reader)"
which is Terry's lengthy analysis and critique of their failure to
have taken up Raya Dunayevskaya's challengse, with equally memorable
subheadings such as "Don't Forget Raya®, “Who is Raya?", "Farx and
Feminlem,{ and "Engels # Narx.," And don't forget that so concrete
are both of these, that even our new address in Chicago is ligted as
where you can buy the Praxig article (50¢ plus 30¢ postage).

. The point now is, what are we going to do with it? Surely we

mugt create a special mailing list to which this will be sent -~ do

Please send in your suggestions, Secondly, how will each one use
this with the sub drive and geheral certacting in their locality.
and what letters will continue, either to other journals, or

- at conferences and so forth? Use your most creative talents and
let us know., It is the first time we have gotten a review in a
Eopglgr gournal and there is a way to begin relating it to the new
ook=to-be,

- I'm sure all of you already wish that the next Convention were
-Coming soon so you could see our new office, Allow me o whet your
appetite further by explaining what great talents Marxist-Humanists
- have, especially in the persons of Steve, Dave and Nick, who ‘made
:..0f their hard manual labor the most beautiful creation of librery
space that match up to the contents of the Marxist-~Humanist worke on
- display. Ve offer the most greatful thanks to‘ them, and to the
whole Detroit and Chicago locals that truly put in yeoman's labor
v to get us moved so quickly, This created the possibility of:havinhg
our first REB meeting last night, at which there was also present
Mary from the Bay Area who is on her way to NY, and who was so in-
tensely at work on the Perspectives.that we will actually be able
'to present them to the organization in 10 days,

As you know, the first 2 REB meetings after Convention revolve
around carrying out the Convention decisions. Ios Angeles is es-
. pecially to be thanked for having gotten out the first bulletin,
Eugene's report on News & Letlters, and we're foing ‘o ask them
- whether they can also do the Organization and Black Reports bulle-
. tins, which will be sent to thém in a weeks they should have them
‘out by the end of August., The last of the reports to be isgued will
be Mike®s summation of Convention proceedings, and that will ‘be

ready by Labor Day.
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; The other great news of this, our first monith, comes from.
Detroit, The contradiction in that is .that, on +the one hand, it
was a thorougsh’ surprise and even falsification, and on the other
hand, it can create very new openings for Lou in the Black world,
especially in Detroit. Here- is the way this all developeds Jim
called to say that, .to their surprise when they turned on WDET, they
heard Lou's voice in that last debate he had with Vaughn at the Afro-

American Institute on the Garvey papers, .But instead of being as it
was actually delivered, it had been edited. by Vaughn to make it ap-
pear that he had been interrupting Lou with his commentary through-
out the-talk, and. Lou supposedly never answered him. The truth ie
the exact opposite, and not only do we think we can make a "case"
atout this, but the point had already téen made ntout the imnact
made by Lou's talk, that he had already been asked to give a talk

~on the Black World as straight. Marxist-Humanism and the REB is now
deciding that.Lou should return in August to Detroit for the Afro-
American festival to give precigely such a talk.

.. Now then, here was the agenda for the first meeting of. the REB:
1. Marxist-Humanist.Perspectives, 1984~85 (with form reoréanized),
New Classes-To-Be,. and New Book-To~Be, As Ground for Rooting the
Center in Chicago, Nationally and Internationally, (1) Carrying
out the 8 Convention decisiions in that contéxt, plus (2) View of
process, locally today and jin in the near futurey II. First Issue
. of.N&L from the New Center,-- Deadline,:assignments, brisf view of
77 -paper as a whole and announcement of first PPC meeting III. G&YW and
-~ Future Meetings. ' '

C .AS you can ‘see by the agenda, the subject is way too lengthy
i and. important to just summirize here.. The.minutes will be sent to
{8 you in a few daye and you will no doubt schedule a discussion on
e oo . Shem, - The point here is. that what you were already informed of last
1. . week, that Parts III and IV of the Ferspectives were merged, is by
no meens simply a technical. term, First and foremost, it is that
. ....3he;whole, philosophy !No% by Practice Alones The liovement From -
Theory" becomes .the ground for.sll our activities, practical ‘as
, .-well as xheorétioa;..andrthepry. too, is not separate from philoso= - -
7o phys Thus the transformation of what was. originally Part III --
Somns et TREOLY OF State~Capitalism, the New Sense of Objectivity 'and Two
7" Kinds of Subjectivity"”, becomes the first new subsection below
Part III and instead of the phrade, "Two Kinds of Subjectivity"”, we
immediately. turn. to .what actually was the truth in the 1940s, i,e.
“New Forms of Workers' Revolts." I call attention to the fact, for
example, that we were meeting this August 1, on 'a very historic date, .
the very first day of the higtoric. 1944 Polish uprising -~ which.we .
4kdn®t wait. for the 19808 to gelebrate, but celebrated then, in 1944,
A new subheading waes also made for (2) "What Was Marx's Dialectics
..of -Revolution to the Iogt-Marx Narxists of the Second International®
Finally, subheadings (3) and (&) were likewime transposed, .so that
- What wae the finalsectlon, "The Absolute Method -~ The Unchained,
Dialectic” will now precede, by no accident whatever, since that is
Yo be the principled ground for all our theoretical and practical
taske, from the point of transition, 1950-53, 1o the very latest
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congideration of Terry's mini-pamphlet on "Zleanor Marx in Chicago,"
as the 4th of the new pamphlets.

Just wait until vou get the full minutes of the report and dis~
cugsion, and begin relating it to what you're doing locally. The
whole thing will be kicked off with the first new issue of N&L from
here, which will initiate the subscription drive, It is this which
motivated the brief report by Eugene. First and foremost is the
deadline, AUGUST 16, Please obey it rigorously.

Augene Lricfiy reported that the lead would he brief excernts
from the Perspectives. The 3rd spot on page 1 will be the announce-
ment of the sub drive, within the context of the Marxist-Humanist
Perspectives, 198485, new classes~-to-be, and the hew book-to~be.
The new PIC will have its first meeting Aug. 8, and since it is the
first, you will get:the minutes of that meeting so that you will
know in detail what ig being planned and what you can centribute.

1
It would be ha#d to summarize the hectic first month or to

“predict" what we have to do. What is clear is that the ramifi-

cations of those Convention decisions, whether it be on the sub
 drive or the syllabus for the classes-to-be, or the new book for

which I have not had a free second to turn to, will also undergo

their own self-development, And because it is imperative not only

for the publisher, who is putting a lot of pessure on me, but for

what we ourselves are very anxious to achieve, to become at one and
~ the same time, more concrete, more collective, and more comprehen-
" sives I will have to disappear for a week., Therefore, instead of
, ‘setting the next REB for 2 weeks from now since we always meet
“every 2 weeks (except preceding conventions when we meet every
. week), the next REB will be held Aug.21 and this will make it pos-~
“'~"gible for Kevin to join us at the Center.

Yours,

Raya
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1981}-85 PERSPECTIVES REFORT
bv RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA
National Chalirwoman of News

and Letters Committees

THE MOVEMENTS FROMN THEORY AS WELL AS
FROM PRACTICE ys.

THE GREAT ARTIFICER, RONALD REAGAN,
FOR WHOM THE WHOULE WORLD Is A
STAGE - as he is busy trying to change his tone this
election year, which does not hide his actual drive for world war
and-hie rolling back the clock of history on Black Dimension, ILabor
Women and Youth

I. THE IMPOTENCE OF THE SUMMITS, THE INTENSITY OF NEW
LABOR .STRUGGLES. AS THE BLACK DIMENSICN ILOOMNS EVER
HIGHER ' ,

IX., FROM MANAGUA TO GRENADA, FROM EL SALVADOR T0 BERLIN,
FROM AFTRICA TO ASIA ~- U.S. INPERIALISN.'S PENTACLES -
(and those of its Allies from Great Britain and France
to Japan) EXTEND TO THE PACIFIC AS WELL AS THE ATLANTIC

.III'. THE THEORY OF STATE~-CAPITALISM, THE NEW SENSE OF

OBJZCTIVITY AND TWO KINDS OF SUBJECTIVI';'Y ‘

"He who glorifies theory and genius but fails to re=-
cognize the limits of a theoretical work, fails like-
wise to recognize the indispensability of the theore-
Xieian., All of history is the history of the struggle
for freedom. If, as a theoreticlan, one's ears are at-
tuned to the new impulses from the workers, new ‘cate-
gories"' will be created, a new way of thinking, a step
forward in philosophic cognition," '

Marxism and Freedom, from 1776 until Today, p.89

‘IV, NOT BY PRAGTICE ALONE: THE NOVENENT FROMN THEORY
1. Abstract and Concrete:s On the wnréshola, 1950-53,
and Other Transitions at Historic Turning Points

.2. The Absolute Method, the Unchained Dialectic
V. ORGANIZATIONAL -CONCLUSIONS |
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Marxist-Humanist Perspectives, 1984-85

THE MOVEMENTS FROM THEORY AS WELL AS FROM PRACTICE VS. THE GREAT
ARTIFICER, RONALD REAGAN, FOR WHOM THE WHOLE WORLD IS A STAGE -~
on whjch he rolls back the elock of history on the Black Dimension,
Labor, Women and Youth, as he drives for world war

>

I. THE IMPOTENCE OF THE SUMMITS, THE INTENSITY OF NEW LABOR STRUGGLES,
AS THE BLACK DIMENSION LOOMS EVER HIGHER

11. FROM MANAGUA TO GRENADA, FROM EL SALVADOR TO BERLIN, FROM AFRICA.TO
ASIA — U.S. IMPERIALISM'S TENTACLES (and those of its Allies from
Great Britain and France to Japan) EXTEND TO THE PACIFIC AS WELL
AS THE ATLANTIC

IiI. NOT BY PRACTICE ALONE: THE MOVEMENT FROM THEORY.

He who glorifies theory and genius but fails-to recognize the limits of:

“a theoretical work, fails Tikewise to recognize the indispensability of '
the theoretician., A1l of history 15 the history of the struggle for R
freedom. If, as a theoret1c1an. one's ears are attuned to the new im-":"
pulses from the workers, new 'categories' will be created, a new way
of thinking, a step forward in philosophic cognition.

‘ Marx1sm and Freedom. p.89
The New Sense of 0bjectiv1ty° The Theory of State-Capitalism
and New Forms of Workers' Revolts.

. What Was Marx's Dialectics of Revolition to the Post-Marx
Marxists of the Second International?
ThéfAbso1ute Method ~- The Unchained Dialectic

", ..our edv is a birthtime, and a period of transition..."
Hegel, Phenomenclogy of Mind, p.75

On The Threshold, 1850-53: The Relationship of Abstract/Concrete

"Every emancipation is a restoration of the human worid and of
human relationships to man himself."
Marx, The Jewish Question

“IV. ORGANIZATIONAL TASKS




