REB Meeting of May 8, 1984
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iGenerally, I
Bpeak at the end of a major report about the form. '%%&s time I want
-to_speak, about only one point and that is where Eugene said he had
. not yet worked out the last part, I consider the question of Theory/
Practice as -the unlque characteristic of the whole N&I paper, of - -
t ter-and not-just the columnist of:Theorv/iractice, - -Iib
' "is our: weakest point. It is definitely both the most. dlffi-i
lt to ‘work aut and’ the least understocd, much less dialectlcally“ ’
-practioed. One of the events of ‘the past which you may not know.is-
:every .one of the intellectuals -~ and I'm referring to those
_ did- sympathlze and even helped support N&L -~ opposed the Two -
“Worlds columh., It wash't only Johnsonism that opposed my serious’.
‘analysis of the Beria purge for the very first issue of Cgrresgon- o
-dence "where I predicted that Khrushchev, not halenkov, would replace. e
: n.-. No, that type of attitude characterizes all intellectuals, . ¢
éy.wish to discuss theory only among intellectuals (and without::
‘down too  far) and “"popularize" for the masses, When I esta-
as a principle that a workers' paper was to be where theory/
> e'were_brokan down and insisted that if intellectuals were
t theory they not only- had to submit to a critique by
rank ' and file but had to begin where the masses were by contri.
ing the hiphest kind of theory to illuminate, not "popularize®,
ive situation Marxistically, they all went the othar way, -
t comes to ourselves, we geem to all agree. In fact,,how~
W do not work hard at theory and keep taking it for. .granted”.
peating conclusions can be called theoretic development. =
‘s worse, we portray activity as if that is theory.  Theory'i
d-taskmaster. Taking it for granted instead of poinﬂ throug
bor, patience, suffering of the nerative" is what make A
‘pro'ject the uniqueness of RLWLKN, the whole body of: i
M xXist Humaniem, the trilogy of revolution, the-challenge to. post:
.8tg8. It is this which needs further serious developm t
jeapecially in the new home of N&L: Chilcago., We had better: begin’ i
‘do:'80 8t the convention, whether it is for N&L's further developmen
or the projection of the new collectlon nf WL essays, cr for” brin
‘;ng 1t into all of our activities, a




May 13, 1984.

Dear B

You know, I'm sure, how not only gad we all felt at the . -
loss of CD, who cannot be replaced, but also how we worried whether

t_hl' two*-Felix and you-~we proposed take over the Worker's Joumal
as Workehop Talks would do as they shoulder that responsibility, "I
trust you're as happy as we are that has worked out so well, I

wish especially to congratulate you both because you‘ve done
magniﬁoently as worker and thinker gnd bringing in that new
force~>young, immigrant worker, sweatshops.

I do hope you're planning to contribute a discussion )

'“_arttcle to the ‘upcoming Bulletin both about your experience
.__«,_..;-l-l. - mndble o m  evm - mearband = +-¢I‘l'3 atld tﬂ '!:ha nhrﬂ.ctar Of ‘Bh&

8- Il\!sl\ulw W deiM W e WA WA

'.V;;NBHS "'I.ETEBRS a8 a whole. You may also wiph to discuss with

. Inew ho\v she remembers both the. t!haracter of the paper and her

‘ experi.ence as 8 oolumnish it was not an eapy Job to convinoe
her then that workera. speci.:t‘i.cally women w?rkers and young. li.ka

~ -she, could ha.ndlo =s~and she came up with the title for her L

" ,foolunn. The Work.tng Day, after we spent a few days on that ohapter
in Gapital. U
' Your column in this igsue ‘made me thi.nk that perhaps

tha column. a8 Bffason as well as Forcs, should have been bestowe
.om’ Workshop falke; but then you had that magnificent quotatlon
from oonno:l.ly when we did decide on ‘the name ‘of Workehop Zalk
SR and 'that ‘great Irigh revolutionary demla::-ed.E tha,t when revo;utim‘
Cig'dn’ “the air,: revolut!.on is indeed the only prac'b!.cal thing G

to ‘discuss mg}_g_o_.__

Yours, d/

ccl Ann, Kevin, Joﬁnv Ray
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June 13, 1984

: Because I just spoke to you, and definitely know that I
will see you Sunday at 12130 P, and have elready alaso given you

an indication both of the imperative need for you to have "vacstion®
(1) wo that you speak fully on your paper report for the conven-
tion § and by fully, of course, it means more philesophy), I can
aake this brief -~ which I should have done Bty making this sentence
into four. It will muke it esamier for us to spend thoses two hours
1f you know the subject I want to discuss with you,

It isn*t only a }_uaetion that you left out Part IV,
because even when you indicated it in yowr Bylletin V article,

1 really don’t think you did project theory A _NaL or is
new, Oh, gou mentioned the new columns, the new subjects, and
of courss Chicago, dut philosophicslly, unleas new is projectad
as a nev gtage of cognition, a new stage of practice -- and if
you‘ll pardon me, a new "personnlity”-- in self-development,
the new that you list sounds 1like g mers ligt of new facts,

and not in the Hegelian sense. Instead, I want to show you how
all ths facts you have smaseed that do have to he told, could
connect with the *old" and yet be m0 new as to be unique. Thusy

1)You could begin by saying that, of courss, ons canmot.
-take up 30 ysars of MaL in 45 minutes, or.om._,11<.tﬂ,{g-_,9%m.ﬂa. L

~. . 0. say about this ana vesw, and yet-thers:is a: way ‘ol ronsas

~ what from the very ¢tart established our uniqueness by saying whot:
- du:-the truth 4o this day. For exampls,  the ~unique coabinationof

e wku- and ‘intellectual, the Black production worker as editor;

0% %heory, notarly holds true. today, but here is how:

- ‘$he'internationalimm in the National:Question, and the g«ﬂnsor
-a:pew world stage as the movement from practicd a--r_it:ht- e form -
- Wxuly totally new this year, which could have been presentsd as . .
. Jvagle, is not, We hav) -lost ouwr worker-editor. - But when' Lo
-1 8%.%he new that is manifested dn the dramatic. change on page 1, . )
SN an see how the pricnivle holds and how we transformed the ~ -/ -
dy into a forward movement. Here you mention Workshop .
Palke and t World gid CD, having been for it and havinj:helped °
-+ 4% ba i1 the last months of his 1ife; thon you sek them to look. ~
&t the new Io hoory/Practice” and you say -that that certainly =~ = =
is & great extension of worker-inteliectusl, bscause Now we are .
ing not Juet that RD has a colunn called Theory/Practics, but -
Yhole paper is designated as such -- and you'oould see that -
¢ eoming the yeer hofore, with Essay articles, and with the fagt . - .
b e sereatiantion of an § peger to a 12 paggr, where thare .
;mam;:-znmﬁ?“ batween all the new voices: fria below and'the . ' -
- unity-of theory/practice, as showing . a movement’; - ‘as
< well au from practico. T T R

2)Whether a

et et or &% this point you projeot Ainto methodology, -
© . -glaleotios should definitely be stressed as not only a tool
.. ‘buk the ground for the Absolute. And again, you give an exadiple.
. Shat s not abstract, eingling out something 1ike self-development
- and again po %o the new ~- the latest, which is in fast 'the:
.- #irst PI¥; bulletin -- and MJs development ofsqueesing an indieatien
6f all four volumes of NAL. Or you oceuld take as an sxsmple of I/U

_l 3
P

2y

sy helpes




-2—

Chlcago and WL ae seen in the Eleanor Marx article. Indeed,

take off from that to stress that dRMky serious Essay~-Articles
can become mini~-pamphlete; yhat certainly everything from ACOT
and WBA and AA have first appeared in the paper =- that is anothor
manifestation of the uniqueness of our paper.

3) There has to be a projection of next year, especially
the new features, which includes sales and not juet distribdutions
of N&L, 30 again you can return here, tooc, to principles established
fron the start, decentralization and editing sessions in each local
st least once a month, atressing that discussions of the previous
‘isguee should bes whole, which they haven't been because the easiest
thing to do 1s leave out the Theory/Practice column and that isg,
oxactly what should not be done. The character of the papsr has
corta!.nlg changed with each book, and yet that development of theary,
far from"taking the place” of hearing the voices from bslowles in

each onse hd to moreftoRies from the ashops, the youth, ete., ==
a truly global extension both of what we reflect of
woy, mlopuntu and what we project &n Marxist-Humenism for the
aml.ﬂe revolts in specific countries, from Grenada to Iran , from :
to Japan, et¢. In a word, there is really a masgsive accumulation .

of svents that is reported nowhere slsa, Furthermors, the inter-

- nationalien likewise is not separated from philosophy or from orgnni
nti.om " rmln the only ones who print our Perspactives diracty
4 o paper:  .Take the question this year, and we be this" yaar
-.ﬂth quboy.wlﬂj. ¥hich ended the Marx centenary and.rrinted .

Ahe CD:In’ Neloriaim, at In Nemoriam must be seen again as. a:-

e fuslon of. !l.‘heory pctice. and again bBoth in the. :ract_p hin
A48, afid-what 1t continues to mean to us, and the fact that 90’ REn;
NON-RIABers eould ‘oome "to’ the In Nemoriam and sound as if they

o um pnrt orf__(_’

' Sy outaide of tho fact that we overburden Nike as nuch
o n omburdon .you, I don't know why he didn*'t contribute a .very
m!.ou amtiata:on RVe. . Porhaps you can get together with him and

. 5Ad ncie . w ,:i-ror you to EEEENXX project the process in which RVe.

S j:o 'Composed s the wrong word. And pou as chairmsn of . -
‘%.;;m Hc ahould ‘in any case have somathing to say on RVe as to- what.

-4 moane’2or the paper as a whole. Once again, woe come to the .
egtion of principles from our beginnings. Tha very concept of
ngtead of HEX letters to the editor ahows the complete ‘

nouﬂon of ‘the 'doncept of the bdackwardness of the workers. At. -

the sans- tine, thm is editing, plenty of editing, because wo . - ..

e what uy but because wa ars conscious of losophy. of S
o utlon andimake sure that if 1t hadn't besn said by a ‘reader,

; t.8 m’bor. 1t can be said by a reader who is a member. :
'.l‘hnt Mdhtc “brings up the question of what we discuss when ws

u 11" gpcﬂ for sudbs, and tell them that we want their 'donu.-a: :

too are part of this paper. _ I

" . wWell, I must end this., See you Sunday.




