. and even msmbers-at-large

Porgonal

Dear Kevini

Whether or not you meant it as a way of diplomatically
caln Anne, the way she reported yowr telling her since nothing
is definitive yat, you really don't know whether it is NY or Chi.

you are "assigned 30", the polnt {s to know poat definltively

the rengon for p decigion. and know 1t DNLLIOKS ohioaliiv. zlobally

and individuallv as unsedarated Iron a Univergs and yes, you
AN ysBUst NeCeSsari or your own self-development at

must de ® ‘
thie stage of "trilogy of revolution” live at center in Chicago.

which is why=-1 do not mean the why ro/you alone dut all
of us==in giving my abbreviated report to REB 12/20 I began it not
with the organisation move but, lst and foremost, thet trilogy of
revolution aven when the centerpoint isc M&F o that both as embryo
and yrocess as well as practicing dialectios in a way that new
objective situations, each ons of us can analyas the latest--that
I began my talk with new classes.At the same time I gave history

¢f Chicego labor from time Eleanor Marx, 1884-86, developed both

labor and WL in Chicago, and asked Terry to place it in framework
of 1984-86, It is very hard i prageatic Americans to face
dialectically any yesr, muwh/ of 100 yre. |

: : X%z not writing. to Anne both becauss. she is evidently
on way to vacation and more. importantly I nust have 2-3 days off
to work out a1l the ramifications I can for Jan.l, and besause
I'm taking advantage of the fact that it is with Mike that she

“had the outhurst and will be in a nrgndlffmnt framework gere.
I would however wigh you talk with J ;:

uld h . John and Ines beoause we will
want to seriourly consider KY. The hops that sach and every loeal

A ¢t through those 8 classes.
exbarking on each one’s universality as well as tolf-dmﬁn‘nt-,

Bugene will probadly begin his journey to Chicago early

' Spﬂu.‘ and -?I‘horo'othor- oan intersperse st same time. Individusl
8

reorganisation slways hardest, not only, » because you like
NY. and already have & phery, dbut philoso can{.' oxactly how
Hegel long ago coneretised dialectic: "All revolutions, in the
soiences no less than in general history, originate only in this,
that the apirit of man, for the understanding and comprehension of
hingel?, for the posessing of himeelf, has now altered his
casegories, uniting hixzself in a truer, desper, more intrinsic .
relation with himeself.* :

. Your's, hurrledly,




Handwritten note from RD to AJ, to be hand-delivered before Jan. 1
Parsonal 12/18/83  3:30 aM

Dear Anne -~

Since Y canmnot sleep -- and in any case I camnot reach you;
You've probably left for & wuch needed vacation =- I decided to write
you this wost political-philoscphic note in a M&L way, wvhich
Please do not shere with anyone.

To grapple uoricu-h in 2 decply dialectical (vay) the impera~
tivencss of the center's move to Chicsgo, you need to be
‘avare of the feet that T will not live forever. That sounds so blase
that youn'l(mdorm moke a catagory of it,

Tie truth 4s the usual disdain for its all-tco-familiar nature

which keops cne frow its concretisation. I cwnnot afford eyoh over-
pemi13arity wits : . .

pod is ny nspmubnity as U.S., founder to M~#, beth as. phﬂoanplm- ‘
to oreste that philosophy of permsnent revolution as = .
‘and” “perscnificatin® of locales in so s01id & marner that no
“wil. mn],tm I an no longer around. (I am-in great health
_thﬂ 16 no plnmiul mtnon po.'.nt!nz to thothn- phniul stata,

‘ ;&h.mpmlibllitv otlndmhiptoulmth.wom
t!.n’u_ ;h-ping otflp.:lnt ror “eng %0

Lt

-dmhp-nthlmhmm“to-h-cm wag
Qdarhdmumdcnhuauaboutmdappmd

Tmtﬂmvu!monp tothlt tmofmtim
61 n-ormiutien snd aim -~
.5 Yours

Raya




boi ‘the eve of our . :
o :wl.ah the title’ ‘had stregsed thc muu of that oity, or even the!

Mar.zo, 1554
Dear Dave:

This is the 18t day I've had “froo' since meating my
column desdline and all other tasks of clearing the deckh for
wotking out the Convention Call to which Chicago is se central.
Since it is also the eve ¢f the last of the classes hars, one
sentence from the last Convention Call struck me suddenly as 1f it
were something new when, in fact, 1t relates to Part III of RLWLKN
which f{s over 2 years old. Nevertheless, the reason it struck
e as if it were new is that I wished to cancretise it in the
context of Chicago. The sentence htself expressed the frct that
in order to understand the book fully it was imperative to
realise that ) does Part I1II, "Karl Maerx--From g Critic _
of Marx to the r of Capital to the theorist of thoirovalution

in permanance” inform th £ the booky~1.e. sa Luxemburg,
disclossd the ch cauped.
n the US which, + helpad .

“Women'as I-lbmtlon—-but b 4

!ho reanon I1'd like to concretise this in the context
or ‘Chicago is when something becomes a result it doesn‘t mal
~ the process. .Take, for ex,, such a siaple thing as the sautux:
‘heading of Terry's.emsay on "Elesnor Marx in America®, I wish 2
“had heen titled "Eleanor: %' . «* It isn't dus to it
gk im‘ugil that surely hnpi'a

- feiot that 1t 1s, afterdpure fact that Eleanor’s greatest moﬁ'&;’-

- ‘csmé An Chicago and that it wae the perfed of cclnbntqu R e T
: ket bBut the fact that she had alno brought in the' vn..‘ wlu.ch‘ o

was not: then the toplc, shows there was mothlns dn the air in - %

& specific -place whers Ahmmae qﬁggt L -
m ypd hammﬁ. But it 1 9th e, I'a tmyn :
[+ now. ; :

: Nox does the wish to concrotiu that sentence ”& ‘
of Chicao dus %o the fmct that XA or ever have been a Chigage.
paitriot, or even that I wish to make up for the fact that I vetdd
for that move way back when finally we broke fully with Trotskylem'
and the intellsctualistic elan in NY and decided to move %o m
industrial city, to the midWest, as was clear enough when tho
%‘n qQue on was a new typs of paper and worksr=editor I
| and steyed a jc. in Detroit. o, thé truth is bdoth ' -
objective and 20th c. before over we were directly invelved.. !ho
yoar was 1937, certainia very revolutionary yesr -=an outyiy
‘seeial revolution,Spain, and a revolution in conditiens.cf. 20 .
-~ -aw £imally we had an indu-tria). union, the CIO, _‘mnan -
. my.#1fe had come to a certain climax with hnonl.g. otzu . i
Seoretary. All this notwithatanding, the event u!o :
that beesme mﬁna:l. and internation in defeat-=-the um. S
Strike~~was subject of revolutionaries bacauss it" nl. mt ;
Just a strike t wae hassaored, but that whiech dﬂeL
‘#les and sets thalr task, their goal, their imme need et~
~ practioce and theory, I know wo as Trotskyiets played up:
am m.ueur{hm b4h, and which led to the dissussions vl.y‘ 18
re CLRJ=~but the truth is that that which ip not resorded ’ 195




-2-

hiastoric developments such ss CI0 or even g single strike when -

it, like the Little Steel Strike in the year 1937 cannot her

less space in Militant than "Teamster Union" in MPLS ‘because it

is our". (I have orally referred to it to show that when deed

can in no way be separated from what 1t means, I mean the impesrative

relationship to a smtage of cognition.) 1T d4id ses that a paper '

that falla to catch objectivity as well as Idea misses uniqueness

of & workers' paper that is Marxist, The trouble was,(though I

did not then see what I would see in fact that Militant too was

. not what only Marx's Marxism, not Trotskyls,would mean by "meaning.)
the truncated Marxiem that Trotekyism itself was couldn't transform

that paper to be what NEWS & LEPTERS BECAME, IS.

Now then, strletly N&L, strictly new in Chicago as its
home. Too much of Debrois is past, what 1t was rather than new
nzggfgggg it needs to undergo and new openinge it would open. I'm
talking of Chicago, not 1937, but since, with CD's anticipation
once he had completed 2nd Part of IH and sending out"scouts™ to .
Chicego, what it was when you met ¥-H both as local and as you
sxperienced rejection of ST and were looking for something new, .
something total, some revolutionary anticipation of what S
- ¥euld do, and. it'was join. You certainly have wide experience .

. "and deep thinking ms Chicmgo, as "have thumb, will travel”, as

i viewing the possibility of sub~center. And, please, don't thi
only proleterian.and leave out “intellectual” for though we. ' .-

‘ooncentrate .on industrial, on Black, on Latino, we.do.als

" ChiGago as greater intellectual center than Detroit--and

- whthout some "6f the handieaps of %h% intellectual’ center,

‘In faot, in'moving the center to Chlcago, Kevin too 'is mov.
‘which means academia will not be totally left out, for the 2:

- aspécts are inseparables, as is N&L as Theory/Practice.
.. Do please begin thinking of your contributions to the
. pre-Convention discussion, In fact, I hope you'd comment.on’ . -

"this brief letter before walting for Perspectives., =~ = .-

| | Yours,

ket i

e

SR

SR f L




" not de falt ®0 heavily ss to hurt; if we then discuseed NY,

Dear Mary:

. The "lst-time~ever whenevar the Znd part oi Top was aver
used sand it is not for frivolous purposes. Rather it is becausme
the mbject I'1l raise, though extremely political-philosophic-
organization, is raised is so totally an Informal way and indeed
I not only am showing it .to no one, but I don't really have set
views. Rather I need your attitude, your advise, your perspactive
re organizational putlook for as far away a place as New York
at a time when 1t is 0 tangled and yet mso cruclal for both the
new stage and a cartain generalization about the past thet I
felt, though I am asking you personelly as wsll, that your all-
round knowledge of the specific people and place that I fhey  may
f£inally have set views-decisions-perspectives. So, here goes

atorys

You know that, though I've alwaye put/&f top of list,
and not only"culturallys I hardly considered it a success for
the people 1y hed that all-slded pol-org'l-philosophic that
such a difficult place as Manhaettan demands. I believe you know
it from daye of Greeman and, though all too flsxible, was not
fiexible in the ggnse needed of: wing how, at one & pane time
how to listen ® the volces from below AND R M2 ALNG

. which s not to de subordinate to either lahwah or__ ac depia.

" Whether we ssnt John & Inez to “discipline™ Gresman) or Anne &Rey
~for WL & Black; or the new Latino voices so great but again no
_substitute for Narxist-Humanism and if not “substitute® they

nevertholess could not:teé "equal to" but & iste had to be :

. g¥are o2 cur unigueness, contwibhutions to Ms x's_ Marxism,.as. ..

 that BODY OF IDEAS, that trilogy of revolu jon, ag to.hhve:
o historic right to existence that comes with thoge who-have ...
spelled out Marxiem for its own age.D T

. . You alwo know ih_iat d!,_tﬂéultiea have been agg.r'ava't_eil' S
not alons by the fact that the moat sctive in both academia =

and organisation,Kevin, is moving to Chicago with CentersRather, .

as the date of convention appronches, it ia not that which ig '
préageupying Anne but something, 1f not as vulgar as "sattling

acOTeR”, eloss it is the moment of pressnt weighted

think of it not just quantitatively or even qualitily, but &o
nﬂhthntthuc is no-division of any khd bet, phil.,or org., .
politicsor senaitivitys etc.etc.etc. I

Your name hasn't stopped mafacing to my mind from way

o
£

back Chisdgo was spelled out asGenter, with the nesd we need ..

the type of subOcenters that i not just a new way of looking at-
‘a local, but truly near level of Canter. IL I asked concretely .-
for such a serious soves If afier I heer frod you direotly
1 discusged with Alan and-Feter how your move frox Bay Ares: would
first just among a few but then wit "NY directly-=may I have ..
your first gnd 2nd remctions bet.Call and Perapsotives® deadline?

Yours,

Ttua hasn wnitine. T mannt wanting to write after I saw you dol.ng

FheSeapeg —

down by past rather than future that preoccuples her. 0f courss;
. ‘shie ‘wante help. -And of course we agree and have been trying. to




o respeécts, The 2 with whom I have ongolng organlzational relationship ar

o kry ta take In ond far'less generallzed plane. Iam prepared to go'ayn
. biige my bag |8 packedfwith some sense of what I can contrlbuts speclficall

y +,lence of the classes.

April 16, 1584

Dear Raya: :

What you raised in your letter on perspectives, NY and my involvement therein
ls of a serlous nature though now being raised “Informally." Even though I can't
reply to you with a fully worked-out response, Ididn't want to let yours go un-
answered until such a time,

Since getting your letter, what I have tried to consider is 1) the new level for
this new perlod and 2)how that translates to a new life of NY as subcenter. Then
the 3rd point Is, how can I contribute. My vlew in the past of what Is a subcen-

X ter ls that its meanlng has often oeen in the eye of the beholder-practitioner. In
coming closest to the mark, I think not so much of locals as of the work of Ind{-
vilduals, such as what I judge Peter has achieved for W. Coast. Also In viewling
NY from afar it has seemed to me that Kevin achieved a certaln “Interpretation’’ of
NY as a subcenter through his activity on many fronts. iBut to me the lasting foun-
datlons In NY are centrally what your work, in-person and In-other-forms, has
established, and what is our history, and our roots, there. That to me is the
footlng and directlon for the individual/collective work. .

: NY is hardly the same place for Marxist-Humanist development as when I was K
there., Despite problems of the NY history (where I Include myself In the transi- . - -
“tional perlod of 1969-72 though at the time I didn't know anything), it seems a most- " %

“A6rucial and propitious time for a new kind of Marxist-Humanist growth In NY, "A.s‘_;

L ﬁ think of NY for thls perlod, my view is more“qf_'!"'whqt___i‘_s s to be done’\than of the

Y(past including the conflicts and'Jualities of great achievements but séeming]
;,comensurate growth. Next to Chicago, NY Is the local I have the.least s

-as a local, although what the comrades have done there is unpaalleled. in

a Kevin

‘and Anne, but that has never revolved around NY local questions. "L .

- Though I.may have.been concerned about NY "from afar" it is a different-matter

. The only thing that caught me somewhat by surprise in your letter was not the
' question of dlfferent organizational relatlons, surroundings, responsibilities stc
" but the specificity of NY: what I had understood from Jan.l discus sicnwas a‘per-
~spective concerning myself and Detrolt, not NY, and after some Initfal fiirst reac~" -

tions, that 1§ what'I had worked through for myself especially through the exper--

. .Ee that as It may, I'm ready to go whereever a Marxist~Humanlst body' of ideas:
-is most needed and at this time that points in the dlrection of NY. I do not. judge "
‘that my leaving the Bay Area will make any fundamental difference, because Peter
, for'the W, Coast and-Allen for the Bay Area are the:,. key people, and there are.a..’
1ot of creative, experlenced comrades in the Bay Area. So much tal ent as that
-be' moving to meet the new level of challenges In the hard, critical pertod ahe
as will 1, . : o

 What's the next step ?

Ll
%

T e e g




Aprll 18, 1984

Dear Mary:

Congratulationst FPlease compare your sttitude many years
back when I asked you to movd to San Francisco to the attitude you
express in your letter of the 144h ahout 2 proisctsd movs Lo New
York, and you will have to o8 with me that, firet of sll, you
havs grown ten feet tall, and second you deserve ocongratulations
for self-development.

Now, back from the helghts, to the conorate, the serious
propesed move to New York, which you rightly call "ths new level for
this new period” -~ there is your Universal; then comes the Partle
cular ~= the translation of it into the weaning of K.Y. as sub=center;
and finally, the Individualization, not as Ego bdut as the way you
express it -~ "How can I contribute?  And that, again, not as any
“eacrifice” but as a working out of that international body of ideas
called Markist-Humaniem, which you profoundly spsll out as "My view
is more of *what is to be done®' than of the past, inocluding the
confliote and duslities,..”

The real point of New York im to see 1%ts nisvory from

the moment we declded to re-ostadblish N.Y. as a local. The ob~
Jective point wae that while it was imperative to abandon N.Y.'s
faoctionalisms, it was as imperative to re-establish it once we

_had a ssrious, theoretical Alternative, not just on any single book
but on a body of ideas. That was especially important, not only be=-
ocxuse N.Y. 1s the cultural center of the country, but also becauss

. 1%, too, has undergone a great transformation, where it is not just
either Hollywood or the thaater or just "culture® but the internationalk
Aem, and muah X2 proleterisnization., (What the Latinc Ammigrant

- workers are subjectad to now, and their revolutlionary naturs, bear

a atrong resemhlance to the immigrant East Europeans of the 1920a,
when thelr revolutionary natwre expressed iteslf both in unionization
of everyons from garment workers to miners and in sotual N revo-
lutionary organizations, So you see it is not just a question of
having a sense of N.Y. as a local, nor even ag a sub=center, but of
the -new stage of our organization right now, when we have three books
not one, when the new type of olasses we are proposing for next year
is not on a book but on Perspeotives and FFlLs =- that is t0 say, of
achieving the politicalization of philosophy o that gagh of us can

confront cufrent events gy a Marxist-Humanist anslyst. At the ssme .
time, I do feel that Kevin has made many important inroads in academiim.
and that he will be able to epen doorss for youe B

I loved your expxression, deczuse it is not just e ssion -
but sesenes, “I‘'am prepared bo go ore onod my dag is packed,..”
Believe me, I understand just how difficult it is to oon a with

~"Have Thumb, ¥ill Travel” as if it were a permanent state. MNoreover,

u greatly SHREEBANEREN dnder-estimate your presence in the

‘ g:y Area. It is soemthing I thought of very seriously. So much so

- that when I was soliciting views from Peter on how to "msolve” the

‘New York problem, s an intellectusl wns absolutely necessary who
wags At the same tinme an organizational person, and he suggssted you,
1 444 not respond at once. I want to show you now the fourth page
of Peter’s letter that we xeroxed to circulate Bug without that page
inoluded. . You will gee that he had some good suggestions on how to
£411 the very fundamental losa for Bay Area if you left. I will send
him, at the same time, a copy of this letter so you can begin to
‘discuss the whole question detween yourselves. By Convention you
will no doudt have a more concrete ldea of when it would bde hest to
move == I wolild imagine 1t would be by Fall. I would want you, if
\lyou do make that definitive decision, to begin writing to Kevin and
Anne in summer. I do hope you can come two or three o beforas ths
Convention opens, because X will want to disouss in much greater de=-
tail as well as in more visionary forms of what the futurs does hold
for Mafxist-Humanism in New York.

16242 |
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Hay 25, 1984

Dear Mary Joan:

Bver since your magnificent report on the paper to the
final olass, you showed such a grasp of the whole expanse of
30 years of rsvolutionary journalism ma well as of the integrality
©f its internationalism, with its philosophic ramifications,
that I have been thinking that you would btring to the column,
Xopep ¥orld ¥ide. a new depth. Though at first we ware anxious
for it to include both Suele and Diane, thet ig the Black dimen-
sion, the fact that Diane will now be in Chicasgo and has takon
romnllbuity for Black, WL, and Youth , I felt that you are

,tho rlght mxl.-t—mmmist for collaborating on that colmn. _

she- which 18 quite conprohnmlv- ln .
!.ntormuoml covmgc nnd to wh!.ch Jim mbscribu. or m

: rnunl in nmf ways a truo 'lubcmtcr' ¥Yhen you add to that
yotn.- owu ereative abilities and aon.ltlvity to world evente; i

‘lhm l.u ne doubt in my nind that you will fulril this.new

St i

;‘n'ﬁb!.uty orcauvoly.




May 30, 1984
Dear R y

I don’t know whether the title of my talk at next week's
REB on leadershlp and elections--THE SELF. HINKING IDEA AND THE
DIALECTICS OF THE BODY OF IDEAS: WHAT I: NEW IN THE CONGEPT OF
LEADERSHIP-~givesany one an indlcation of the gongrete(oconorete
in the Hegelian sense of conorete Universal) I intend developing
as this year's Perspeotives oalls for reaponsibllities of
loadorship in eaoh loosl.

You know from P&R on as I Eept stiresaing the Gramsolisn
use, contritution, devolopment of that most fundamental Harxlan
oategory of FPraxis that that was Preolsely what we tried praotiolng,
vhether it vas aotlivity in mass wovements, or deolding on a new
loocal in Uhi., whether it was developing that whole body of N-H idess
or having a single member-at-large in Cluncinnatl, The resson I
raise 1t now 1s thet praxis, as againat practice, or even outright
gotion, includes an aotivity, the type of work that unites ocognitioen
with sotion, whether we are talking of the PTC, or local organlzer,

Let me give you one very, Yery serious example of misinter-
pretation in the old JF?, Beosuse we put 80 much stress on action
and nevw a8 we were preparing for lat conventlon after we broke with
SWP, we aent Grace td LA to be rewponsible for Weat Cogst, She,
however, declded actlion was aotivity where the Tendenoy h-d nought,
and San Pedro ¢t the moment experlenced a militant masalve strilke,
‘she promptly declared that thai 1is where we should really bLe--lndeed
we 8l)l began lsughing at her as 1t basgan to sound like “"soolalism
in one single loocality and right on the spot--disregarding all that
also went 1uto asotivity and the goncrete at that moment for J¥T
where 1%, not San Pedro, could producs a new kind of paper like
the Correspondence we were preparing for with Detroit as the home
beoauss another concorete--worker as editor--was there, So it 1s
pot just the immediate concrete, but the conorste Universasl that 1s
at stake at each year's FPeraspectives. . y

This year's Perspsotives when the whole Center 1s moving to
Ohlcago and not only will Detrolt have to fend on its own as locsl,
‘but both MY and the Bay Area, in different waysé6Kevin coming to Chl.,
and Mary to N¥--will pmeed to ahoulder new responsibliitles for .
‘loosl, organizershlp cannot be dealt vwith abstractly but indlvidually,
. oonoretely, In the case of the Bay Area, ocutside of Alan who is

. great as ocvdorgenizer but not the aotivist, .
' the way you Bpell that reaponsibility out will toll
a whole new story for it is not a mEmiux a matter of belng ordered--
eon far as I have alwn;l been conoerned, dlsoipline is &lther self-
discipline or 1%t doesn’'t wean a thing either for the individual or

the Universal--but of yolunte«ring, .

Do let me hear from you,
!ourg’

N AT




October 30, 1984

To Neda, Chairwoman Chicago WI-N&I,
(Coples to all WL-N&L Committees)

Desr Nedas

Let me begin with the most exciting feature that at the
same time hes the most immedimte ramifioations in very nearly ‘
the same neighborhood as you live, in order to strees the ‘ g
methodology of how to read when one is doing it for concrete & universsl
purposes , both at the mame time, I'm referring to the book
SR S S LNEOLEL c‘ilk.' ig pPryv, and 1158 mml !
direct relationship to you insofar as the author, Jean S. Hunt, |

of the seotion on the "Hyde Park Tour", who is a "Hyde Park C
resident, teaches U.S. history at loop College, one of the j
Chicago City Colleges,” mnd who tells ue in a mo st uncommunioative
title, "The Firgt Generation of Academic Women",that we can find
two murals about women (p. 66) that "when you get to lLake Park
Avenue, welk north one short block.X¥x There, just west of the
I1linois Central Underpase , you will find *Women's Struggle?’,
Somewhat deteriorating, this 1975 mural painted bygAgﬁ;iQ_;?L}g;

- expresses the rocts of the Womsn's Liberation Mowement... JThe
Underzroudn Railroad! depiote Blaok and white women working
together in liheration efforte 180 years ago., The mural then

asks us to recall the experiences of Native Amerioan Indian
. WORGN.e." ‘ ‘

- Who would have thought either by the title "Hyde Park" or
by the subtitle "The First General of Academio Women,” much . less
. by another subtitle "Two Murals About Women" that you would
- finally get something on Black women, on Indian women, and
=2 indeed on revolution , sinoe it then goes on to quote Marggret ™ -
Anderson’s : as baing one oonoerned with "art and -
. Yevelution* and _ would publish was nothing short of i
- - .? ' Yhat I'm trying to ssy is that you ocan't go hy these
.. ¥i%ies and subtitles regarding the "4 Self-Guided Tours”, which:
- ‘were introduced by the editor, Babette Ingelhart, in msc bland a
- 'manner thet I put down the following sharp question«marke:s l=Where o
~.%he heok is Black? 2« Whére is Chioago*s revolutionary and inter- C
- nstional impaot? 3= Why is Haymerket and Emma Coldman's participa=-
‘tion, not to mention Eleanor Marx, ahsent? i Why is reveolution
never mentioned? S~ And what about the ethnio snd lsbar histery?
This oity, after all, was a bee<hive for all ghettos of 811 minori~ -
tiee, and as revolutionary as any city could be from "time immemorial.” -

Despite all m{ questions and disgust, I decided to read 1t. _
And while none of these questions I raised have hemn mentioned as

- & oategory, and are nowhere listed as the subjeot, whioh is ,
always sither on business women,or on sducation, or finance, with -

& tiny bit on poditics, I nevertheleas did find all of those - - e

- topics mentioned "in passing”. Which means that wg must know how . -

to dig, what to look for, whioh dgtes are important in the history .. .-

of Chiomgo or any other place, and by being most conorote as well "

16247




-

-~ sm yaind wnmen e allals to our age, Baw e‘"‘""plﬁ; T knnw

as v y % ind paral
that IT T looked at Hyll House and remembered Jane Addanms, I
would be sure to find something on HHXX anti-war and, though
when I was a ohild I looked down upon this socinlpmervioe type
of work, I would find enough about sweat-shop conditions and
strikes and even ansrchism (whioh in thig oity has a magnificsnt :
history) to be able somehow to oconnect with what we are about :
. And sure enough, I did,. So now I want to ask our ‘
comradesiwho has seen the marvelous murals "deteriorating® or
o] otherwise, and immediately underlined net only "the Hyde FPark
N resident, Jean S. Hunt®, to try to make personzl contact or write i
e ' a letter to regarding a "study” you yourself are involved in, gL
R the new book that will soon be publighed? But also, Mary
Ann Johneon , who is the adminimtrator of the Jane Addams Hull j
House st the University of Illincis, Chleago, Circle? And :
Merilyn A. Domer, likewise a Chiocago resident"involved in urban '
higtory research with a foous on neighborhoods,” whot a% hasg
a beautiful pioture of Ida B, Wells and describes her fighting
the white F&MNN; b- talks of Luoy Pareons, and we certainly re-
viewad the book on her; o~ finally mentions Emma Goldman.

My peint is that right here in Chicago ~= but I‘m sure the
same oould be found in any city =< we can £ind new opsnfings for
us- 1f we had a methodology. My further point is that if we
walt for the new book to be off the press, 1t will be altogethsr
too late to first MK try to find placds to review it. We
have to- oreate ground for 1t before it ever ocomos off the press.

" . Let me give you ons other example of how both to JMUmAE pralee
specifio authors on women's history - about what
they have done, not in an"obstraperous® way but eimply by re=- o
e “infn?hat we ¥now something that has been kept out of histery.
Thus, -in this particular book , "Walking W Wi L
ghiopgo Hia you can say that what ls migsing 18 theoretioclans, - -
‘philosophers, and not only because, in a different period, 1t
was not necessarily visible, but because the 19808 view atill .
deslt with it only as narrative and not as interpretation. Thus,
on Blsok great ms it is to bring to life Ida B, Wells, there were
Black activities that never entered into written books but are: -
available as oral history, whether that concerns Negro history -
or radical developments from Marx to the IWW, ¢r “eduoational
forums” by indépendent small groups . Or for that matter, put it
in a question:  Did they know that some of the events they
govered had partlﬂtg@nta_who beosme leading thinkers? And
hew "little Bohenmia" hers ocrossed over lnto the famous Villege .

in New York, in the revolutionary 19208,

mobe

Yours,

a e
eSe idental need not only always limit §t %o ourssives) such
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sheir Orzanisations oan be referred to.




