Minutes ef REB jeeting, Feb, 6, 1984

Present: All but Eugene, on assignmept; Diane.as sitter~-in

Agenda: I, Organizational Report by Raya and Mike; II, N&L -- Lead
and Editorialy. IIY, Finances - Olpa; IV, G&w

I. Rava said she wished to begin this point on the agenda very concrete-
1¥s Sf the fivat class we had just had in Detroit, because if we .are
serious abnut Chapter 11 -- that is, 'on seeing philesophy as ground
for organization -- we have to ractice it seriously. The first REB
alter that first class has to dfscuss what it means in relation to
Marxist~Humaniem as a "body of ideas", so that any report of that clams
is not only what happened or what we must follow through on, both of
which we must certainly discuss, It is not separated from what we are
emphasizing in these class -~ What body of ideas, as unity of mental/
manual,means. And what it means that we said we will not discuss_the
specific moves that are invelved in making Chicago the Center until
after the classes are completed, Even when we do discuss that, at the
end of the classes, it does not mean that the decisions as to who movag
or who stays where is a decision that remains forever,.. o
' ' ‘ . Raya then re-
ferred to Mike's Letter to the Locals of Jan. 31, in which he had pre-
sented two ways the locals were preparing for the classes: 1) our own
study, and 2) gaining an audience for the special first class by Raya.
Reya said she wished to add a 3rd point to thosg two -~ the conception

| - of that first clags she had given as an overview for the whole geries,

8o that whoever gives the final lecture will return to that beginniqg
to look at it anew,

aid that she had -been im
iscussi

. wor, e attempts- i . .Japanese capitalist ' meth~
*ods on the American workers, and would like him to develop some of ;
_ «'that in an Editorial for the .next issue ‘on the degrddation of tha -

~ conditions of U.S. labor to the position of labor in the so-called:
.o backward lands, It would be a. different kind of Editorial, which
"",h_as to take for granted.that everybody already knows about all the :
concessions U,S, labor has been forced to accept -- what we would .
 want to stress is that these concessions ares ggf temporary and that:-
* . they spell out the actual degtruction of the uniens.




February 7, 1984

Dear Colleagues:

: You no doubt are aware. of the uniqueness of this gpecli~
fic series of classes which aim to present, at one and the same time,
Merxist-Humanism as a body of ideas in which, though the trilogy of
revolution is its center-point, it is so as a unit, and therefore the

. nonerate spelling-out of our body of ideas ig Likewise as a unit.
Which is why we included in each lecturs references to both ACOT and
N&L, both individual pamphlets and the 25 Year HistoXy. Because it
i1g of the essence to have that pervade all classes, 1, as you gee
from the REB minutes encloged, proposed that the firgt Lecture, as an
overview of the whole geries, is what we must return to when we reach
~ the last lecture. Phe reason this is emphasized is the whole
quegtion of methodology, and why the first lecture was named: "Dia-
iectice, dialectics, dialectics”, not for purposes of being elther
repetitious or musical but in order to stress that this type of self-
development, self-determination, and self-reaching—into'—the-i‘uture ’
changes and becomes the task for each generation %o work out for it-
melf from Hegel/larx, from Lenin in the period 1914-17, ‘to our own
Marxict-Humanism beginning with the Second World War, though our coh~
+ribution for the period -~ the movement from practice to theory, was
not made until tThe masses themgelves were on ‘the historic stage in

the 19508.

1% is as important not to jump to the conclusion before
you ever go through the process as 3t is to have an indication of it
 when 1t is only an embryo. This may not seem to have a concrete rela-

tionship to the proposed move %0 Chicago, but, in fact, to have some-

one, either before the end of the classes waﬂ;” o have all the answers,
_or to consider ‘the classes so'ordinary® as 1o/0 her classes running
concurrently with it, ig, to me, a double,misunderstanding. as if-

" only Detroit were involved in the move, rather than geeing that gach o

and eVery one is jhvolved, It is o fail to take seriously that the
ph@lpsdphy(bfgrevo1ution-in—permanence as ground for organization
demands the practice be daily.

. .~ Please read careflly the REB minutes tc see how Mike's
-qrganizational report on the activities everywhere,from our at=-large

. -members- in Kentucky and D.C. to each and every local, developes this

‘concretely.

R fhe paper now going to press == for which the deadline
ng;Egp:zgguL;L_ © _"°will feature a composite Lead by Eugene on Centrel
America and the in-psrgon report on Nicaragua from a friend in Los :
eles, Bob will write the Editorial on labor, in which the relation=-
: ship of the backward steps against U.S. workers ig seen in the con-
0 text of the conditions of the Japanese workers. You will also see in
: . +the REB minutes some new ideas Suzanne pregented for the WL Page.

‘ : Finally, the REB minutes also include & critical report
on our Finances at the half-way point to +he hext conventlon, wh ch
the organizer of each local will be responsible for discussing with
each local member. )

: R . Yourasa,
Raya

;i_P.Si_quggﬁp the Contents Page for ‘the first lecture ia‘so‘importgnt[_ff
and there was an error in the Tntroductory paragraph, & new page 18
being run off to distribute to all the classes. = = ct i




Table of Contents for Lecture I

Dlalectios, Dialectics, Dialectics: Hegel, bkarx, Lenin,
and karxist~-Humanism

v introductory
The ominous Reagan year, 1984, and his imperialist
invasion of Grenada, which we certainly must continue to OppOSe,;
must not, however, make us lose sight for a minute of the fact
that the murder of Bishop came from within Grenada's own revo-
lutionary ranks. '

Part 1 ‘arx?s Todayness and the Meaning of the Structure of
Marxist-Humanism's Marxism and Freedom 1 the hevement
from Practice

Part IT. The Two World Wars and the Two Great Divides in Marxiam:
Absolute as New Beginning and the 1982 Edition of

Philosophy and Revolution

It wasn't sufficient just to oppose World .
War II at the moment of the Hitler-Stalin -
Pacts New Emerging Forces of Reslstance and
Revolt ' AR

I117As Marx's "New Moments* in his final decade leave &

. :Trail to the 1980s, the-compulsion fiom Today's Crises

and’ our Unfinished Tasks make imperative a Return fo.

the:‘Beginnings Ro; xemhurg, Women's Liberation. and
Sl e e s

februéty”lgakji.,




Karch 7, 1984

, To the New York NEB:
; Dear Colleaguem

You may or may not have thought that the REB ,

" in dincussing the final clase in Detroit, was discussing only

the c.ntar. But the real reason I emphasized *
* in that paragraph of the rinutes of the Feb. 29 aseting,
wes reaind everyone that the Convention this year will be

. held two months earlier than usual, which meant thet the Call

that 21l the clasmes were to ond that week, since the classas

would be issued as sarly as April 7. Put otherwiee, it moant
themselves wers directed to be ground for the Convention's @

! Ferspeatives. Evidently that was not a point for considontion

when the New York local set its dates for the serliss. It is trw
that wa allowed quite a bit of leewny to each local as to when
o,ml how they would condust the classos. But it hes mlways been
lnclzlo that, once we have the Call for the Convention, that
ority over all elec. XERNIXENRY This has baesn a

i wlmiplo not only in g t vory specifically for what be-
§  comen the Ferspectives ;:r@'(:ommion. and never more than 2

for thie year's Convention, tueause nothing short of s move of th
whele mm is involwved.

Noving the Center does not o concern Detroit and
s 1ndiv1W o

"; g:igao but the whole orminti.on and, lndnd. every

_ Inone rnpoct. without tb.lnklng of any relationship
thl eobles, thofutt! that lectures 7 and 8 were coabined
outline lays the ground for my present suggestions that '
st two leoturss, indeed, bo combined as one. nmnuunz/
I ande up the Sylhhus the reason I co-uuod the tw A )
x‘:holo qu:t%o:tot ty Y Fin
eo &g N0t Just a u ’
XM mwm- froa

Here are two alternatives that I suggest: One would
Ioctuﬂl?&S.youohmto
ve two main {orto.r r would . .
and two suppleasntary ropont. It s :

oireumotances osn it be discussed as &€ &8 /) o
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