The firet U 3. WL hﬁwe no direct lPeonnectlon
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Ha revolutione tn Lurope. ene yet 1t would be comp;etely
thﬁnk that one did no influence the other. The .,

elationehip with Aholi+ioniem begen as early as the

i .m.ﬁf .
18308 a}nd,tas I ‘, showed in P&R, “Iet Turner 5. revol* W.

ol.‘.» . o

rove}with statistics that the 13-year-old boy in ;rletip..
. or-éven &are. 2l .
;ccugﬁ t possibly know/ebout al Black revolt in the

h years hefore

the p"oletarlat.-
direct.

but for'all people. and 5001 uhereaffer there became
realtione between the AboJltlonlsts. ElaCk and uhltetAaark..

nhe point is that wben something is in the air, some stronr
objective and sub;ectlve .movement, it maneges to C1rc1e the.
techngecal "
globe no. matter how prlmltlve the/ﬁeans of commun*catlon. This

R was eVen truer in +he case of the Black dimension when 1+ came

to women. because it is throurh tha+’ dimen51on that-dﬂﬂ#ﬂ! t
white mlddle clase women who had done nothing more suhstanc1a1
thah making picnics and ralsinﬂ money for the movmenent te
"end elayery.‘had been sa_lnsplred by the fect-tha#‘the_Black
ll;;te?eke women were_sﬁeaking. activists, ﬁartic@pating-iﬁ a
1eedership capacity W in evefy phase ineludingithe military,
that it was then that they hit upon the fact of having an

independent women'e movement rleh ing for their own rirhts.
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,journax Tru*h and darrieu\Tabman were among those brilliant

a‘t,re 'apd a ‘t* ViS‘tb, i'ubmian known as “the General" and
middle -class’.

who vere not only the insuiférs for/whites Yut, for

Thaugb there izen 00
bera@tiof igty
womep/ﬂ 8.

E for making such a w separa‘tion ‘bntween men‘and women.. "It
would take another quarter Mntury bef‘ore the German wOmen 5
mov?ﬁent became mass. and soc:.ahst, and brought RL onto the
revcluﬂ.onary scehe. hut one tr-mg was very clear in RL's life
. even that early. and 'tha't is the Black, climens:.on. even if that
Black dimension was then focused on Ai‘rica. '

Q some of‘ RL on oppression,oflirica, ﬁo'mén.

.

-especially.’




one relationshipa. .but somethlng tota‘llv difi‘erent in 'bhe upsurge

. A,-

of what we ﬂan call. with Melville.“original cnarac.ters" that

de bually represent either & movement tha-'- has’ arisen I'but has not >
'been recognized historically.- or one that ‘13 ahout to emerge. ' '!_‘ :
that 5.5.. the. ganius oi‘ really great llterature that. in human »
terms, seems ‘to do a great deal of antlcipatlon of wha.'t is 't.o
be. w‘iether we are 'ta‘llking about the great ahakespearean women .

characters——and that desnite the fact that no doubt as a man

of the lG‘cn cenﬂrury ..;hagesp are had as iow opinion of women
 as thr. dominant ideology.' As . H.m‘Lawrence put i in
o another uase."'f‘he Mﬂ :Ls a b:Lg liekdon t trust him.
‘But the tale, J,f great he is. w..ll tell you the truth.-‘
And SLrom btill ano‘ther source, once we do kncw hi.,toru.cal
mafefial:.sm. -there is a way of n'e-ttin.c_-r_a't theA..rut_h eveil throggh." B
‘myths and 1air}f tales -and goddes es' and Witches. Whether you.' )
take the character of Bldck J.n Melville's Moby Dick or you
take thé character” oi‘ Mt;gon;l%%ﬁo&wsﬂ German

- playwrite, in RL, we suddenly%- see in a. very neav'ly blinding
flasn of l.r.ght affini+ies ‘between “antastlc and seeminly 147 ?1
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that there
' i 9od 2
When I reached the Gambzan uhe laat aliver in

AWest'A!rica to 5e free, and it-eertainly was nowhere on the

scene. wheraupon the most pOpular historic event

4 peorle uould tell you—-and;indeed some there were alive ahd-h.f

to. *me fh ﬁac£ua1 eaperience--w&ﬁ that they hau a genn“al
stti?e in 1914*and that that gene*al str ke, - 4n demanding better
imperialist rule*s. the most

'"Tbe sun never sets on thp Britisn emp@pg,f;

]
e
." .
*

't a Question of trylng to stretch a. point to
-prove ‘some, preconcéived notloﬁ. Father it. 1s a fac+ that once'
_a'revolution hapbens anywhere, fhe ramlfjcatmons/wurld-wide

_even when it is not’ known at the time.. Be it the 1905 Revolu-

?tion and its repercussions 1n the Fazt when suddenly also 1n
South Africa there was_the Zulu Rebellvon, or be 11 the 1929
Women ] war 1n hlgerla that we wouldn t learn about until the

.;, 19603. or ba it thp African struggles of women that we finat

1earn abou? 1n our age (Doris wWright article on Africa

:eh. 19?2 N& )
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