‘e

'I‘time has come A altogather tou bela'tedly. cons:.derine, the far‘t

““p]tnﬂtit.has. in fact, been around for cpnturies£ thev atreas

of revolut1on, and it thus disregards women as well- ‘
e - and., 1ndependent
ciaIly Rosa Luxemburg. who did not ‘make category of tthat.
olitical ‘ u

'hé WLM thusnot me“ely 1eft out of view the greatest woman
- - for -
'*_,revolutionary theoretlcian but left out/itself a sense of
- . future?
.;historic achievement and present direction. LIt is for thi

-reason, that I will row break the chronological order oi the .

4 *analysis of Luxemburg. and while beginning at the first
sign of a difference'of man/hoﬁan rolatiohshipin her own -
;'reiatlonshlp with a colleague and lover, Jogiches, I will
actually go up to World War I before returning to tﬁge%:rning
point in hieuory the Russian Revolution -~ in relationa"
-."with tne German Social Lemocracy leadership and in m‘

analysis of the rnvolutiun. when all the tendencles in xnxx e




Bl Iy e “

gim ..nga of'a-' epa:.‘at n. mL.ch l‘é‘és that it waa ralated to her

thhlhindeighﬁ S5 Yo peer that
/all -one has to do/ia scontrast the firat

i ?wwh;ch
: 1¢339/reveale a nuite different attitude. where she takes

‘evan on the organiza+iona1 quesfion ' which was his

Cr—




 18 .- fact ‘that wheress when Luxsmburg end Jogich 5? - =
in gurich - revoiutfonary urg en [:3 cres first met

/hnﬂ became both/bolleagues and*lovere , Jogiches was the: .
§ z't
pericnced revolut;onary and tho nore mature in mas y

?'stionB.A She staﬂted from the very beglnning as

'e'inlls'"a'li_-t'h'is o Jogfi- e
_EIEEEWQE_Egvolution

is evident not just in the personal dlfferences that suddenly'

BEahY

ariae between theti.. but in her view of her own role. Read
T thiss

"I fesel in a word, the need, as Heine would say, to 'say somethi:
great?, It ia the form of writing that displeases me, I feel
that within me thare is maturing a completely new and original
form which dispenses with the vsual formuias and patterns and
breaks ther dowm and which will convince people -~ naturally
through force of mind and conviotion and not Just propaganda,

I badly need to write Iin such a way as to act on people like a
thunderclap, to grip them by the haad =« not of course through
daclarstion, but by the brezdth of outlook the power of couvice
tion, and the strong impreseiona that T make on them. But how,
what, where? I don®t know yel, but I tell you that I fael with
utter certuinty that something is there, that scomething will be




Ho‘v can mnvone. after su..h an evpre:.ﬂion. write of‘ S
one who

' har as one who was interested only in- tac:'cics and/"made ne
rpretanse“ to profox.nd politlcal think:.pg ' uch less

bovrgﬂo:r.sif_y "dialec 4ic as a career Yet, that is #@
what perne&‘tes most of the writng m!.. xemburg ‘oy. I am sorry.

s to say, the male b.;ogx aphers, whether that “person mw

devotes no 'less than 927 pagE“ g5 did Gilbert Badia in

I. tem burgs . Jo____'_'nalist g Pg.lemiste. Revolutionaire (Paris:

‘Edi‘tim s .aocia ies, 1075) or wrnether it lg one who merely

introduueslher writingsu 1i.ke Dick Howard.z

! contr bution to the theov-y amd p'cactlce of revolution and

PR

ary theory for our own age. There -Lb no )

‘_It is fantastzc that even someone as objec'ta.ve asg Ne‘t:tlD

: 'm.the author of the most comprchenmve biography of
, Luxemburg SN ARHEREECAMEY S in the process of proving
-that I.uxemburg built nc system and though giving -full credit.
to “tha origmality of 'the theory of Accumulation of Capital -
- e ARRENEY: ertitle owmiEe-the chapte
- as’ a Careorid ghe {irst develops her theory againat S
— _ertheless, 2) end the book with = (p. 786) eae

. Q:'A great deal more annoying in this down-playing of
Tuxemburg as a ‘theoretician by .male bicgraphers who seem
verv much +to have monopolized the field of *Tuxsmburgien" is
the. New Left, who cevtainly should have no rpretense .
of thoeretical ‘originality, as the whtle was very wall summed
up by Cohn-Bendit wheh he said theory could be picked up "en
route”. Yet here is Dick Howerd with hie SelectedX¥¥XXIngs /...




‘

more algnixicant event for this purpose than the

Pcngress wbere her gpeachen paralle’ed and often ware pittad
against revoluf)onaries of equal stauuna -from Plekhanov to
Trotsky and from Hartov to Ienxn.

W with some not-do-subtle mala chauvinism by

riekhanov rearing 1ts haad direetlv and evasivgnesa from the

they acted a3=one 1n an even more important obdective o

- the réﬁoiut;on itaﬂf‘--;aftpr the Poliah party grew v

rni. h?gfrom a mere 100 o JO. 000; after they wern imprisoned.
”Here is what did happen.' Jogiches had gone to Poland
_ _olution, and was most actxva
_'there. But evidently he was not encouraglng Luxemburg to lﬂav
qf;Germany. The German _comrades, in turn. likewise were expressing
“the g“nai dangor she would encounter and as if that were not
_enough also strassing that those dangers would be especially
‘harmful to her as woman; All of this led to Luxemburg getting
on a train and elegraph;ng Jogiches not any questions but

the mere statement(“I'm arriving 2 pheeses,)

Once there, ghe whirlwind of activties was endlass., There

was noth*ng Luxembure didn't do from writing to . talking to :

partic;pat ng in strikes, .demonstrations, and organlzational '
That is to eay. the overnightgrowth of therParty.further

worlk,




R convinoad her that argg ization. fa.r fr@,r‘ ngxggx_ being

B admina‘c'*a.tivo work wes uhe outc.omn of ra 'l'utionary thsory. )
avclutionar;,r continuity . spontenaim oi‘ the masses. S'hé
wss. indeed. 'to baild her whole new theory of, Mass Strike on
this ﬁm‘*}f slemen+al Outourst. At the same time, being
a coorggeous woman. it wasn't cnly that the General a’t:ri;ce ‘
vias becoining rot just economio but pol:.ticdl. but that 1t

s in faot the" psrumx prolog“-xe o rovolution, nself.

And it was +he essence not just to write but to see thawy

i'l-, get published and. distribu}aﬂ 1t was not out of:the | 'xl-. '
é 3t clear M¥ with gun in hand. %o

ques-l-._l.on for her to HWXW publishe" who. refused

thought th.e revolution had bsen totally destroyed when they ‘
»were imprisoned. She happaned to W have been re-
leased earlier than Jog;iches. When she came out’ of 'nrison she
proceerﬁ’lcllireotly to R Ku%ola. r inland. to meet wi+h the
Bolshev1ks -~ Lenin, ?ixlov:l.ev, -- for very. in- .-
tensive discussion of the rsvolution - and they % indeed.

Bee eye -to aye on the revolut...on. And each proceeded 1‘0

single out what they considered the greatest ahhievement -and -

what would become ground for future revolutions, Iy was in :
) ' ‘ : created her concept
these heady circumstances and company that she RXEXHXTKEX

" Mass Strike.PEE¥NIXXXX It was this period of her greatest
achievmants both in an actual revolution and a theory of.
revo]utlon and new relstions with the Bolsheviks (the Polish

Party ;]oined the Bolgheviks in 1906) —-—— = - 1“65




and Luxemhurg.'rlnra Zetkin, Angela Balaban&ﬂh. Alexandra
Kolqﬁntai. not only met as pert of the Congross., NemERsL
The 1910 toﬂlB Yerrs, Just when she broke wi*h KK:&H!#XX
Kautsky and eveﬂ left B*e party achosl for xeveral 1ntenuive
campaigna on suffrage. th wae definitsly involved in
-aotivities around women, As she’ expressed it to Louise

'Kautuky in a 1etter &ug. 3911 (lRters to LK p. 164):" Are

-u--—__-»-.- e

you going to the Women's confarence? Just imagine, I hava

become a Jeminist! I received a credent al far the Congress..‘

March'19{ 1911. along with ths speech on’ sufx;qge (uzck Howard

- BRI grleonJ
0 r en 8, most of

‘ﬁ’ _ ‘ _
T.swear to(you. 1ét me -once get out of prison and I shall

hﬁr* and disperse your company of singing toads with, trumpet, o
' whips and bloodhounds «- I wanted to say 1ike Pent hesileaﬂ. bﬁtl'

then by God you are no Achillee. Had enough of my Naw Year_a‘ ”

graeting? Then gee to it that you remain a human being. |

be human {8 the maein thing, and that means to be strong and

ulear and of good cheer in spite and because of everything, for

tears are the preoccupation of weakness, To be human means.

throwing'onésF life 'one the gcales of destiny' if need be..."

&

(see next page) . | 14766
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RAT Uﬁ@ | |
:* She waa not qu:tp 16 when she read ‘Morgan's Ancient Sccig_x

“5an fikpresat in anient sociaty and the role of wumen‘per-:
ST
‘ sisted /é"en thougy she was always subordinating it to revolu- -

t:u:m. [ 50 13 : %-Men she’ ce.mp to Sw;tzerland el 'ths
. B weg -

_”diacussiun m among aociali gte A—-both on Bebel 's ¥Yoman_
"gnd §ocia“ism and Engels' Origln of_the Familv s well as

s great exoitement over Ibsen s plays. espeﬁially Do‘l'gh Houeél

Thcugh she ademantlj refused. to be~iﬁg ?

nomsn' work. it is clsa; f“am hu; 16

Thﬂre is no doubt that whether it vias the revolvt*on of
: 1905, which called for full locial ‘eponomic and political
:feqqality for women, or it was the sufrage campaign in 1911-12
in Germany, or it was litgxatura, {she quotes Virginia Woolf;..) 
“or her own letters from prison, there is a great deal to learn
from hef_onjthe woman question iq which shé seemed to be leaat
interested; _How foclish, therefore, to hear XEX a debate —
on the question thaf the refersnce itc the Amazon gueeen, Pentheselia

was noi so much to the Greek le"ﬂnd as to the modern play by
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- and in the anti-war

majori&y -




