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ADVENTURES OF THE HEGFLIAN DIALECTIC
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“  The Humanima of Hegel is mot the most obvious element in.
.- the Megelisn philosophy, although'it is its. innermost essence. .
| L The’ academic tradition that cperates on Prof. Wildebrand's assump-
* 7 %lon that the generation that could anderstand lIatel!s PHENOMENOLOGY
) OF MTND ke died cannct help the youth of our epath grasp the grandenr
. . ‘of the vialon of tho most encyclopaedic miud of Furcpe who neverthcless
.o wpoter oo
\ #5thin the short span of man's own life an individusl
must losrn the whole long journsy of mankind. TYhia
18 possible only besause the universal mind is opera-
tive in »svery individusl mind and is the very substance

of it o f’é% g@__ |

| Tt wowld soem that if you, we, eveiyone have to.learn all of -
4n,gpe's own lifetime and that that be but the preliminary
R/G%ﬁmahsim to fufure marf story. then it would.  «
€11 had to be geniuses. Not o, says Fegel. We have the'

: iving in en age vhere "What in former days cocupled the -

man of mature mental ability, sirks to the levsl of infor-
. ."IT% this educaticnal progress we can see the history of the
rid's civilizaticn delineated im faint outlinme.” ;'

" And indegd, what schoolboy doesn't know more aboubt geography -
: discoverg#® America? What about the law of gravity? You can "
name thotsands more of such examples, Good, so wo start ona pretiy - .,
‘high level - end the YOUTH PARTICULARLY have abasorbed in them 5000 years .
of ‘Western Civilization by juet being born teday. - -

3

.. It in true that Hegel himself threw a myatical vell over his
philosophy by treating it as a closed. ontologlcel system, but he also
warned against those who become the self-styled "representetives” of
'@ philoasophical work who, he said, "are like the dead buryling the dead".
Ho put his own faith in the public, instead, not alone because of its
medesty but because, "™t is the nature of truth to force 1ts way to
recognition when the time conmes."

II, - THE TIME IS NOW

©_ That the tine 1s KOW 1s heralded by the fact that we are
tie -onea who live in what I call the age of absolutes - on the thresh-
0ld of abeclute freedom out of the struggle againet absclute tyranny.
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_Under the pretiense of peparating "the mysticimm® of Hegel from the
tmaterdialism® of Mar~ the Russians ars perverting both Marx and Hegel.
Because they recognizé the so-called mystical Abaolute, "the negution

of the negation® as the revolution szainst themszelves, Hegel remains

ac alive and worriscme to the Russian rulers today. One thing they sonse
correotly - and this we can do wll to learn from the enemy - HEGEL!'S
CUNCEPT OF THE ABSOLUT AND T#F INTERNATIOHAL STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM ARE NOT
80 ‘PAR APART AS WOULD SERM ON THE SURFACE. Tha Ides] and the Resl are

never foxr gpart.

“In xy viaw", Hegel wrote, "everything dependsz on gmaping the
nltingte truth nct c.nly as Substance at as Subjact an wall,"™ Now to
grenp something, whether in asclety, in history, in the seiences, or
- the experiences of the individual not as substance alone; that is, dead,

N .-.upenetra‘ble matier btut sukject, that is living, moving, 1is self-devslop~
Do mant = means ‘to aee ‘the human beings themselves. -
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PR It is trua that Hegel himself treeted onJechive h:lstory ag
"11' that ware tho development of somo world-spirit, and treated the
:‘-aalf—dmlopuent of mind ae if tha head coulc indeed be disjointed from
e body! and ‘the braine float iere betwesn heaven and ‘earth in a
;avlf-Gevelopwent of its own, he %h 4s that he had his pulse on.
' HUMAR hiatory, both present end paat gnd indeed this bond of continuity.
I‘ o preaent -and' past in whiek you also’ aeo the alevnents of the future ia -

“tbe ma.inspring ‘of the dlalectic.

All we have to do to embark on this "voyage of discovery"
as he called his PHENOMENOLOGY is to treat Hegel. himself as a living
humsnbeirg, a product of the times in which he lived - the perfoed
" of the French Rovolution and Napoleon. There cen be no doubt at
all about the impact of the French Revolution on Fegel, ror can there
be any question of ths impsot upon him of the division of labor and
the subjugation of the yorker to the machine which had been given
such impetus by the industrial develcpment following the Revolution,
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I do not believe there iz a more dramatic iwoment in intellec-
tusl history than that where the young Hegel, having described this
phenomenon of alienated labor under capitalism, turned. away from it
naver to return %o - in this form. Comparativeirecent dlscoveries have
" uncovered that ¥irst System and we can ses Hegel before he esceped to
his ivory tower and see that Hegel's description is indeed reminiscent
of Marx: ]
¥The more meohanized labor begomes, the leas value 1t f
has and the more the individual must toil..,The value of lavor de- ﬂ[
osremsss in the same proportion as the produetivity of labor inhorease
Tha fasulties of $he individual are infinitely restristed andBhe
consciouanesa of the faetory worker is degraded to the lowest level

of dAullness."
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' Marx naught this revolutionary impect, although he knew
‘nothing of this writing, from what was published FHENOMENOLOGY .OF
MIND, FOR oven when Hegel's certral there of alienation vas abatracted
from the productive system you could not help fesl the impact of what
ae czlled "tho oirth-time of history ard transition" and tha BUMAR
elemort of Lordahip ard Bondage whare the bondsman gains what Hegel
depcribed ae "a mind of kis own' snd thus atand higher than the lord,
who lives in luxury, does rot labor, and therefore cannot really gain

true frendom.
in

. ... = [Freedom js something one gets by overcoming tondage and/the
- process’ of ecquiring freedom, man gois to know &1l his TRUE POTENTIALI~
.~ TIES, _As Rérbert Marsuse put 1% in his work on Marx and Hegel called
REASON . AND REVOLUTION: "Freedom presupposes conditions that render
. freedom pomsivle, namoly conscious and rational magtery of the world."

© " . Preedom is tho snimating spirit, the 13ubject” of Fegelfe :
. groatest works. All-of history, to Hegel, is a series of historical ;" ',:'-'B"-".:ﬁ'-.
‘stages in the devolopment of freedom. THIS IS WRAT MAXES HIM SO ‘4, 400 'L
CONTEMPORARY, Freedom is not only his point of departurs. I+t in[‘;\‘rﬁurn.
I1I, THE REVOLUTIONAKY FRINCIPLE OF HEGEL
: In one respect I agree with Charles A. Beard who had written
thet it is not Marx's standing Hegel right sids up that created the
revolutionery elewant in the Hegelian mathod., A4s @veryocne knows who
hae ever locked at Hegel - the dialectic method he made so famous
is a dyramic anelysis of development - any development, whether in
aturs, in thought, in society. The French Rewolviion certainly had
i1lwrdnated the fact that the overcoming of opposites is mot a atngle
act tut a constantly developing process, a development through a con-
Xradiotion. It ie through the struggie of the that the movement
of lusmanity i propelled forward. As Hegel 1 ted it in his
PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY: 1t wes not so much'from as 'through slavery that
men acquired freedom,. TR

Whetber, as with Hegel, Christianity is taken as the point of
departure. or whether - as with Marx - the point of departure is the
material condition for freedom created by the Indugtrdial Rawvolution, the
ozgenilal sloment i1s this: man has to fight to gain freedom; thereby 1s
revealed THE-PRINCIPLE-OF-NBGATIVIZY ‘negative character" of modern society.
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-Now THE PRINCIPLE OF NEGATIVITY was not Marx's discovery - he merely
nemed 1t "the living worker" - the discovery of the principle was Hegsl's,

' segel deals with abatract thought. But one noed only give the
‘bigtorteal namee to the mythological struggles which he describes betwesn
consciousnesp~-in-ituelf and the ronsclousness-for-itself to seo that for
every stage in the development of thought there 18 a correspending stage
in thws developnent of the world. As I put it in MARXISM AND FREREDCH:

(foosinote 11,?13%7) "¥ho hasn't ssen the ‘Alickateq Boul! or 'Unhappy
- Conssiousnass? his restless friends and tired redizele who esnnot -
Tind a place ror thomseives in oy out of the bourgeoie ?nld, fall intg ..
'a g1ddy wiirl of celf-~perpetuating disorder', and land oy the -green .
o sough? Who haan't aeen *ths true and virtucaw' swmong the labor
-bupeausrats turning away froa reality 'in a frenzy of gelfwacnceit?
::c:?;g tit:.e;'r h$vg gévage thg.‘l.r 'all;. Lon thg workers only to bs repaid |
-wildoate? Indeed % fhenomenciogy contains both the tr '
our tlices ani iia couedy. . ' _ ' aged_y‘orl_

.. "' The fact thut REASON itself tums to PRACTICAL ACTIVITY -
~.and Praotice in Hegel's theory stands higher than the "Idea” of Cognition

'becaure as he puts it "t has not only the dignity of the wnivernal, but
18 the Ginply actual"’- to realize her alms und in the end Spirit 1tgelt
finds that 1t no.longer is antagonistic to the world but 1s indeed the
indwellih, irlt of the commnity shows how thoroughly Hegel had roken

. #lth the whole tendency of introversion which characterized Gormen idealist

" philosophy. Where all other pbilosophers put the realization of truth
and freedom in the soui, or in heaven, Hegel drew his into philosorchy.
No interpreters did that "for" him; he did this himself.

' This genius achieved the seemingly impossible, Bacause to him
thare wos ons Reason, end one Reason ohly - whether he galled it "World
Spdrit" or MAbsolute MInd" it was the acivality of fresdem - he succeeded
in breaking down the division between the fimlte and infinite, the human
and divine, His LOGIC moves. Each of the previoualy inseparable divisions
batween cpposites - between thought and reality - i in conetant process
of changa, disappearance, Teappearance, coming into head-on collision with 1ts
oppusite and developing thereby. It ia thus, and thus alon@, says Hegel,
that man Cinally achieves true freedom not as a pogsession but as a dimenaion
of his being., Nothing can substitute for Hegol's words. IListen then to
Hegel in PHILOSOPHY OF MIND:

"When individuels and nations have once got in thelr heads the
abetract concept of full-blown liberty, there i2 nothing like

it in 1ts uncontrollable ctrength, just because it 1s the very
essence of nind, and that ae 1ts very actuality. Whole continenis,
Africa and the Esst, have never had this idea, und are without it
still, The Grecks and Romana, Plato and Aristotle, even the Stoics,
did not have it, On the contrary, they saw that it is only by birth
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{as e.g. an Athsnian or Spartan citisen), or by strength of
character, edusation, or philesuphy (--the sasge 1s frae even
av a 51avs and in chaing) that the human being ia actually free.
Tt was through Christienity that this idoa came into the world.m

HIf 40 be aware of the idea - %0 be aware, i.e, that men are
. avare of frsedom as thelr essence, sim,.and object - 1a matter

of speculation, etill this wery idez 1taelf is the actuality

of men = not scmething they have, as men, but which they are." ]
He separated himself completely from those to vhom the road to
the Ahasluts was 11ke & shot ocut of n pletol. "It is certainly poaeible
to indulge ir a vast amount of senseleze declamations about the 1des
absolute,” ha warped, "but the true content is only the whole system of
which e have been hitherto siudying the develorment." »
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It 3@ true thet the eategories of bis Logle, such as "Being

and Bscoming", "Appearanca and Essence®, "Wecessity spd Freedonm" do not,

as Hegel imaglned, have atcrnal existence, independeni of man. It is here

bayx stood him right-side up, that is, on his feet, instead of on hiy head,
. pointing out that thess caffegories were actuality, the reflection In man’s
mind of the process going cn in the material world.

FRAEITTE WV

i

... ¥ "It ia not the consciousness of man that determines thelr exis-
" . tence," Marx had written, "but, on the coniriry, thair soclal existence
L.~ thnt determinue their conseiousness." Fut Hegel, too, was not content ‘
. mersly to. affirm the dialectical principle of aself-movement and self-. A
_activity through opposttlon, He examined all of human history in this
-"1ight. His patient tracing of the srecific forms of ‘the creating and
overcoming of opposites is a landmark that has never teen equalled.

Tt is true Hsgel worked out sll the contradictions in thoughi

- glone. In 1ifo all coniradictious remeined, multiplied, intensified, I%
would, however, be a complele misreading of his philosophy were we tc think
thate-itendec, his Absolute is oither a mere reflection ol the separation
betusen the intellectual world and the world of meterial prodvetion or that
the Absolute 1s the empty absclute of intuitivists from Jacobi through Fickte
to Schelling., His Ahsolute ia the vision of the future. Hegel's pre-
guppropition, as we saw,(HR- the infinite capacities of the humen
being. He envisions a soclety vhere man reailzes all of his human potentialife”
itiss and thus achieves conscinusly what the realm of nature achisves through
blind pecessity. | Translated materialistically, 1t moans that there i8 a
movement from pradtice to theory £3 well as from theory to practice. The
truth is the unity of the two, as we can see whether we take the PHENOMENOLOGY
OF MIND, THE SCIENCE OF LOGIC, AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF MIND separately or as
a whole. The Humanism of Hegel can bs ssen from his very description of the>
Doctrine of the Notion as "thdrea.‘lm of Subjactivity OR of Freedem". (Vol. II,/ 25

. 205), '
- —_
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