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George Lichtheim's "Marx and the Asiatic Mode of Production"

. i
A While'GL}s/quiteﬁEliﬁﬂ amoivalent and takes too long
a +ime to praise Witfogel, he is actually guite superior on Marx
precisely on the Asjatic Mode of Production, andé only at the
end to you see there is a difference gince he considers the
Gerzan development to be so superior as to ve both Western ;o
and. edgPeinlly German, s8¢ Mg will stick not to the in$qoductiod
nr the/ enclusion hut wbaté?ghsums up as YKEEERY On(FPre-
Capitalist Formaticns long/ before it was publisheds “in a
.word, hies trenslation from ihe Grundrisse WEEERERE differs
_ from the English trenslaticn, He begins to bring out all
there is in Marz %§;f§? Asiatie mede of production., GI

 firet tackles-the{i85% articles to the NY Herald Tribune and
{t's/Enly after that—in whioh he dismisses a _desl as if
“it,wéfE"Gnlyrjoﬁinalism'thétjhe*cowea’ho*the-Grundrisse,) v
C:Hlowever, it isa'i trus that the descriphtion in the early -
. 508 ip easily:dismissed, And he himself, for example, places
yery high both Engels' remark on the Oriental government: - -
‘heaving only.three departments and Marx's .use. of it on.a very
.high plane, (See p. 89.) TR o - -

i T e

Coe The situation in relation to gelf-governing villages . - .
ig likewise .totally accepted, repeating Marx's expressgion, - ~N P
ﬁinoffansI?E“ﬁhcugﬁ“fﬁé?“hay‘appéaf“hadmalways~beeﬁ“%ﬁé soiiﬂ'é§¢¢g;_

aluays b /

{foundation of oriental despotism —which is exXactly-the-way’

it 15 expressed-in-1857, " Here is is p. 90, - .

. Whereas it is true that the centralized despotism
arose Trom the nead to provide artificual irrigation , Gl by
no means makes that the never-ending central point, as does'
Witfogel whom he criticizes also for unddrestimating how
greayf a theory Marx made of it as against the journalistic
wrtttng[ which was supposedly his foundation,

In going over to the ceterpoint on-the_Grundrisse,
hg/k.eps emphasizi?g thatg (China constitutes 1/3 of the human
pace, }

a, begins

; I%ts nere (p. that he begins gathering all the
ot de of MarX e theoretical arguments.
'//"—— L i

.f/ ﬁb4%ﬁ553:) ' hiﬁi - Though GL's refsrence to pages on China do
. \ . /  not agree, the dates from the NYDaily Tribune will give you <~ -
b aalie L8




m' Oriental society glearly is somethinTg

more complex tran- gtem of canala. t has to dog on the: -
P -a%

ﬁgg;gard, wi trali® : 0 ‘_ﬂgnlétinne—eif%ha:;L/
aamis_ln» - % Ith—the—prevalenc

ﬁ?&f -3y ' .~ But s8till the key ‘

ae WE n earlier has to be bupht gg(the-‘absence of .

private property and Lind, "

@ On that page tco he bei.ﬂ%B the’ f epoc-hs‘j
of human developrent, F‘tn. 19 on v,° cont @g B Marx to
Engelo,

, . 97 ,Gb -8haws how 1 the-13508 when Marx was
alraady work g uniCagiﬁ HE

E 10 THE THEME OF TiE /
1853 ARTICLES We now{find him," GL says of Marx, /
'y of the ancieﬁn;b“_villa.ge communities |
.¥A a ménner _suggesting that he saw some genuirie Virius in theEeL

pesuliar-migde of 1ife, ~At the same-time; his hostilify to

“remarking_on the stabi.

{
|
v
N
-capitalism has deepened, This is worth stressing as & qua.lifi /
.m cation that he had by the 18608 lo&t Some of his early : !

revolutionary ardor. " (p. 98),

From p., 100 on GL, goes to ‘the ;rundr;sse,m sure
on 'p. 106, ,_}n.--63_,_ net only.to_-praise.-if asQamong the mogt
dant &nd incisive of Marx's writings", but he #1806 saye

Q—Harx—m Yo dEaT ot —uhet Weber had.to sey on

. . _"—‘__‘
.r‘"

Oriental Bocietyf. ang had It been published in 1900 instead
of 19407Yone may 'suppose that Max Weber and his school would
have found en more reason for relating themselves to Marx's
researehes. . .

Un» ,a,)..in gathering- all—bhe strands .in Marx,
early ‘8h hm‘n:g%‘ggﬁr%nedominat g over every'l.hing‘
md then he xiuows in also Io‘réﬁr'.'ri DRI

r__/\ P. 104 is where he developes Marx's concept of

'‘hsiatic History is-a kind-of indifferent -union of %own ‘and.
ountry, oW }8 darad to begin singling -out--German is™"
eyond me,

P. 108 he comes to the letter o Zasulitch and
judt wheén he is finally going to reach a(near-pointf jto
¥| point of view he ends by being so enamored of Furopean
de elopment with a (fdialectic—of its owi™, to which there
no parallel in brien‘h‘a*r:'l's*bory"' that it is clear he is
ping off the deep end,




