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ACTIVITY IN MARX'S PHILOSOPHY by Norman D. Livergood, Martinus Nijhoff,
The Hague, 1967. (This is the book that contains Marx's doctoral thssis.)

I'1% bogin with the Appendix which containg Marx's doctoral thesis. I want
to strass that some of the Notes .for his PhD do not appear in'the actual
Thesis} however, the very fact that the Fereword both quotes Hume and
‘reiterates no less than 3 times in the last 3 paras. the fact that Prometheus
‘i3 the greatest of all in the philosophic calendar, shows that KM hus

reality in mind, .

Also, the vary 1st sentence of the beginning { X. The Subject of -the Treatisa)
/"What should not oectur in o tragady soems to happen to Groek

MY philosophyt a w * {p, 53) -- and 4in that same intro-
ductory nota, tha 714& isto ermantes everything, including even :
philosophy.

However, it sticks much closer to the details of the actual philosophie?
of micurus ancl Democrir.us than do the notes for it, with the result tha
the only FRERNTHaNeN reforence to Hegel it as 2 good pupil, i.e, that
Hegal was so great he couldn't go into detail on what he, Marx, is doing
tut in fact, he departs entiraly from Hegel's conclusions, and recreates
Heg,_e_ 's dinlectics. -
gements of others, as well as the

t Persia — t.ha Chuldeans in Persia -

Pa.rt II *s on the differences betwasen the two philosonhies » on physies
in dot.ail , being very much enamoured of the fact (p, 81} : “Epicurus
aaM an especially strong way the cm’cradiction which resices in this

i "Epicurus son the
other hand, criticises those who believe that man needs the heavens, and
" Atlas, himself, upon whom the heevens are supported, he finds to possess.

N"’ 65./}m:rmn stupidity as superstition, Stupidity and superstition are also .

Titans,

(p.108): tpp 108-109 complete the Thesis): * Thus it is not the
belly doctrine of Archestratus, as Chrysippus ihinks, but the absolute
character and freedom of self-consclousness, which is the nrinciple
element of Epicurean philosophy, even if self-—consciousness is enly
conceived in the form of Individuality.”

»The historieal proof of this can he found in Stoic philosephy. The
abstract general self-consciousness as the urge to affirm itself in
things in which it is only affirmed by denying them."

It's cloar that KM considered Epicurus the greatest of Geeek representa-
+ives of the Enlightenment, at which point he quotes Lucretius' praise of
Epicuruss "Wherefore Relifion is now M in Jer turn cast down and - irampied
underfoot, whilst we by the vietory are e)@‘lted high ag heaven," (p. 109)
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&uth_or of this thegis, Norman Livergood, WM centors evérything
is
specifioc facet ‘_oi‘\_téﬁhﬂjéﬂa relates to Marx's philosuphy -- the

{&b’ho
: / in Marx around "the «Gtiv element in Marxian practice®. The

- principle of @ctiviti®being that cencept which ulerlines the entire
system"  And Livergood then emphasizes thet activity méans in thought

a8 woll ag in action. At the end of this introductien, Livergood quotes
'me (M&F), which gives a rather interesting twist tc the word “early writing"
by which I referred to 1844 but lie's referring to the Phii broad outline,
what Marx 8ed 1n the early writing is the oasence of Marxism as it

wes to remain and develop through the remining?:@years of his life,"]

Every one of his chapters is therefors.on activity$ Chapter 1 -{Activitg-,
EaOren o

and Materialism; Chapter 2 ~< AGtivit and Knowledga; Chapter 3 - Activity
and Philesophys end Chepter 4 == ary, , T

‘The thesis iz "eoprect hut very abstract; however, I do find his stress
on oriticismm, where it is aven uged synonymously with philosophy, is quits
gocd, except that he then gota off on Dewoy and Pragmatien in general, ‘
-(pe 37) 1 vwCriticism (philosophy) is an activity common to a1l uxperience,
It is not a formal discipline of the classroom, or, as Dewey says, ‘Tt 4s
‘not & matter of formal treatises, publighed srticles, or taking up im~
portant miters for consideration "in 2 serious way', 'Criticism takes '
Place whenever value is pondered, questicned, or estimated,” L
" Tha author quoted me also on from M&F againg’p. 42 on Marx not .
rejecting idealism, and on ‘the sarme page 3ays$7]}'f$pic rus Marx discovarad

400 idea capable of trensforming meterZslism infs a complete systom of

7 f thought -

“ 8 system able to explain change in non-mechanistic terms.,
Epicurus' concept of the declinfetion of atoms was the beginning of the
idea of an internal principle of motien within reality, But the thought

was not fully developed ~- slways remsined a foreshadowing. Tt was in
Hegel that this Notion. birst into full axpression,*
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