THE DETROIT NEVS AKD LETTERS "COMMTTTER CELEBRATION OF ’
INTERVATTC) L WCMEN'S DAY, . MARCE 8, 1081 .. a bricf sviary
Eleven new friends joined the Detroit.Coumittce for tho Tourth of our series
of classes on "Marxist-Humanism: in massmovements; in the battle of ideas" --
which had been Turned inioc a spacial revolutionary celebration of International
Women's Dey, 1981, It opened with a reading of the letter to - the locals of
March 5 which .surely reflucted the intornational connsetions of Marxist-Eumanism;
" followed YLy a Trief introduction by Mariana on the historic origins of I¥D both
in the working women's struggles in the U.8, and the Impact those struggles had
on the mass women's movement led hy ClaraZatkin in Germany, Flanked by ths beauti-
T2l ard orcative posters and Gisplays on the past and present [WDs that relsted
Marx's discovery of a whole new continent of thought and revolution to the actual
struggles over the past 130 years, QOlg2 began her Presentation on. .

“Women's Iiberation and Marxism, From Rosa Luxemburg to Todey

-Where do we begin. this discussien. o4 Wk, 1981 in-order io see where
we are, and more important where we are going?  Two years agoy-it was easy ~-- cn
IWD 1579 the women.of Ivan-burst. forth in their magnificent deronstration -against o
the attempts to stop their tevolution, Last yvear:the objective seene i
inspdring << thé _counter-revolution -had foved very fagts we had the great néw’
Eargi Ba

_pamphlet; . "Woman as Rcasen and-as Force of Revolut .". This yeawy. -- Jespits
€. wonderful hews' that 12,000 women arc ) - bortion rights and .
ngt = [ ' ' But, not
ur own new pesphlet of Raya's writings on Women's Tibcrdtion,
but we. have the Cinished manuseript of the new book, And whilc it.is significant
that' 4t took us a.year to "eatch up-to" the Iranian Wlists - (becanseEhe tiuth ___;:D .
s8t it s @T¥hin the fullness of revolution that a philosophy of sewolution Eew -
—Themont: noy €), the greatsr Truth is that thesc new writings did come.
r8t,- 80, the Iranian reyolutlonaries were able to cateh them at a eritical point
in their revolution, - And before the new book, came P&R,.and before that M&F, and
over ullicuy full 25 Years of Marxist~Eumanism in the U.S.. That, in.faet, is '
what permits ‘us to lpok at an objeetive seene such as we arc facing on IWD 1681 -
- and not ‘edther Wo intp.the doldrums, ‘or become so frustrated at a failurc to grov
that we begin to look for. simpligtic targets to blame, - : S .

o " The retrogression we face today 1s not e _rotrogression but " outright,
unter=revolution ~- whether that is on the ,guestion- of abortion rights; .er the
;ﬁ ck on even so minimal a right as the minimum wage (when over 2/3 of minimum
Wage earners are women): op something 23 fantastic .as the attack on the.‘theory
of Evolution (and if you think that isn't related to the WLM, “Just read the latest
book on Lucy, not:only be
ever found iz a female,
velopment in terms of w
for his family, and of
It is'not, of course, the problems of foup millicn- years ago that concern
ug here today, but 1981 apd the onslaught on a1l human rights we are facing now,
And 1t is a question of where is the WIM in the struggle against Reaganomics and
militarization, How could it be that it ‘scams to be nowhere today?~- when , pre-
cisely bocause it came on the objective scene Later than the- other freedén’ move~
ments of the 05, and out of them, it did represent a new forve -- thai“is, it
was distinguished from any of the women's movements of the past, Broause it did
come cut of the struggle against the male chauvinism not only of “patriarchal®
. - i1soedety in general, but'?ﬁ_?iiﬁﬁﬂlm_thg_m_a_lﬁ_‘i@n_,ipiﬁm__gf the Left itself,rdt’
e -ré.n / ,diLahgm.apnrecy_i:_ién_ilonz:,_tncorx“fm,its very beginnings. Yot today we are
L 1“confronted with that terrible gap, not only hetween philosephy and activity, not
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only betwreen nhilosophr and arsmnization, hwih betwrzen ohitogoohy agd Lhwory. It
is exactly the malady that afflicted fiose Tuwemburg, Ye vonder aye says ghe hud
more to say to cur geheration then to any hefore. You rould think that she ought
to he a favorite of toduy's theorists. ut oh hew hard it is to hear nev volces,
unless you know howr to listen, ' o A ' T
o And that does not mean only how hard it is to hear
the new vomen's volces; or how hard it is for manv of those aew wonen to hear
the voices from below, of Nacks ard workers, nen or wowen, It 1s even hamder
‘Eol,,h'ear__ the voices that svenk in the laniidie of philosophy, which dees nct mean
Uahuirdetions” but the conerete philosophy of revolution as Marx himsel? articu-
L. 4% == jlarx’s numanism; and as 4t is being rearticulated for our are hy 1ya
Do ravakavi —- that is, as farxist-fumenism,

So 1et's turn hack *o sec vhere ve are coming from -- and Shella Row-
botham's formulation is absolutelv beautiful in Women, Resistunce and . Revolution
when she states bluntly: " There 1s no herinding of feminism in the sense that
there is no heginning 4 [iance in women,'  -We canmnct go hack tcday as far as
we could ,_zEOi but we ‘eaf_becty whers jarxism and Freedom begins, with the "Age ofs

. ndustriels Soeial-Politioal, Lres Liectual’ = and in partienlar
uith the French Revolution. The megnificent creation,of democracy hy the masses
then could not possibly have happened aithouvt:includinzethe woven -~ and _they e
certeinly there —- in the streets, and in, the clubs, . (] there.wag no.mass, voman's -
movement as such; it took another 40.years hefore fem ign-hecame a movement,
. durin; the 1830s with the increasing numbers of women in the factories, and the .

S‘Il‘or\ip:'t?.'lés_ ‘that went hand in hand with that development.. ..

v
v

s BJ{ in this country, the ITowell factory udien wrere publishing their -
om peper called(Eactory Girdi's Album® jand.in. 1844 -the Fewale Tabor Reforn Assoul-
atisn was born, the first real union of mill vorkers, “Je could amags s tremendous
numher of "facts" like these,.but 1t is not.just a collection of. facts we need %o
trace. %hat we have to see 18 how At was that those 1840s became an hiatoric
vorld moment, . Ye -hs.o see what it mbans that 1848 was ‘both the revolutions

that covered Furope.fnd Jthe Sensca Falls Woman's Rights Convention in the.U.8.
We have to see.what It means. that Flora Tristan's eall:for an international of .
~working men and women actually predetad by a full year EKerl inrx's discovery of
8 whole new continent of thought 4n his 1844 Kconomic-Philosonhic ifanuseripis.
And we_ have to .understand why it is that it was that discovery that made this

critical perdcd.that 'world histordc mement”. : we T :
A e Thet would have been so.even if -

all the events were unknown to each other. Iut the real truth is that they did

know each other, and not only knew but strengthened each other world~side, It

1s not only that somecne like ilargaret Fuller actually vent to Europe and became

a participant in the 1848 revolution in Italy. It is that there were actual con-

erete tles betugen mevements, . .

. Consider how Flora Tristan, the Ulopian Socinlist,
attracted the attentien oﬁﬁ"ﬁfmew&ﬁh hey moving hoolk
called Welks in London; they ¥isite - 0 with her about Tristen's ideas
for heroriers' Union, and cerrled-some of those ideas »rith them into the 1648 -
nevolutions after Flora Tristan died in T84, Teroin became one of the writers
for the dally feminist papery 1a Voix dea Fermes, \und . founded a journal called '~

uf.;@lzm'g‘o‘ﬁﬁioa1"fthn.t called Tor the abolitlon of nrivileges based on race,
BiTth, ‘monev, or sex." But by 1850, writh the defeat of .the revclutions, Roland
and Deroin vrere .thro'm into prison for thelir socialist activities, It 'ms frem
Lhzg vrison that they.sent their preetings to:the Segond National Womsnls dghts
Convention. —= "Sisters of Americal your socialist. sisters of Franee are united -

Tuith you ... Your courageous declaratiun has resounded. even to our: prison, and- hoeg -
filled our souls with inexpressible Joy...". ind it was back.to that prison thot
the Amerdcan wonen sent thelr ereetings, and estnblis,t_i,ed_ a comaittee to continus
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the corresvondence. .

7 The internaticnalism of the wemen's moverent is a fact of 1ife
that emerged out of the strugglec: and that is true in every one of its stages,
in Ing the birth of International Women's Day itself, when Clera detkin, in

finally succerded in having the Sceond Intermational designate such a day.

It was & momentous year in many respects -- the vear vhen even Rosa faxcernhurg,
who weuld never before heve. designnted herself that may, wrote to Iulse Kautsky:
"Are you coming for the women's conference? Just imagine, I have become a

éminist! I reccived a oredentinl for this conference and must thercfore go to
Jooa." It was tle_year of the trdgis TrinngleFirve that finelly made the U.S,
strugyles of trork.’mg omen T6F JeCeRE tmrking conditions an intarnational. ovent.
Zotkin's'eall for an Intcinatienal Homen's Day was not 1ust to "commerorate” tut
1o continuo the struggios, . ) : ‘

l\‘othing better demonstrates the power of internaticnalism in strugg‘le

than f.he anti-wmar movement of that period =-- and nothing spesks more to us teday.
Tt is not only that whet helped thrust Resa Tuxemburg to her greatness yas her

- thovough hetred of militarism -- that ved thread that ran. through -her entire life,
from her flash of genius in sensing imperialism as early as the Chinesa-Japsmese
War 4n 1895 right. through to’ her most famous worlk on Acoumitlation- of Capital, in

- which she" t.hought she wes d'lggdng out the toots of Jwperialism, o It.ds that
it was during this long stmgp'le ‘against the impending'imar thet the new ‘revolu~
ticnary force of women arcse to become the centerpoint of international anti-var
activity <- ahd it was with Rosa Tuxemburg that they aligned themselves. 'Though
they have certainly heen long hidden frem history and philosophy, it was not.only
the Inxemburgs and the Zetk:lns, ‘but-the great mass of proletayian women who p'l.ay-ed
2 crucial role in the German labor movement, sspecially in the years of war and
revo'l.ution from 19’!.11- to 1919, -Tt was Gloichhest; whoue eirveulation had reached
no less than 125,000 by 1914, that became internaticnally .recognized as the anti-
var organ, And the very first demonstration that the spirit of. :lntemationalis-n
could not be killed was the internationa‘]. anti-war conferenca thet the wowmen ze-
complished in the Spring of 1915.

It was a aign of ho'r ﬁh.ngerous the ru'lers con=
sidered this movement, and houw determined they were to try to bury the most dan-
gerous revolutionary of all, that Luxemburg was. arrested the very evening before
she vas to leave for Holland with Zetkin for ‘the plamning meeting of that intew-
national vioman's anti-war conference. Her imprisonment (except for 6 short menths)
did. last until she vas released by the revoluticn in Fovember, 1918, So quickly
did the oounter-revolution move that she was mm'dered within two months, and

the_ whole revolution was soon toheaded,

And in Russia, where it did succeed -
following one of the wmost glorious IWDs in history, March 8, 1917, when it was
the working women vho celebrated by going out on sirike and starting the five
days that toppled the Tzer ~- it has become transformed into opposite. It is
only in our ape, again, that the void the world has suffcred since thei. trensfor-
mation, has begun to be filled, . S
. It 43 not thet women's struggles have censed for
one single minute throughout the "void" -~ vhether ve are taiking about very par-
tlecular women's struggles or whether we are talking ahout their pa“ticimuion
in total revolutions, iot a continent has been missed whether it be #friea vhich
saw everything from the /bha “Yomen's “ar in 1929 to the South African women's
struggles amainst sportheid over the pnst three fu'll decpdesTor vhether we are
talking about China vhere we have ge rerything Lrom ﬂr",m writing. of her
"Thoughts on larch 8" thfgiqZ. o Lin tisi-1ingy the 21 ¥eur old student vhose.
voice of revolt, shezking the universal lenguapge of human freedom,was ralsed du--
ing the 100 Flowers. campnigh and whose seaxeh for"true socialism” was recorded
in Marstism and | Freedom, The strup'gles have continued throughout the world, oand
throughgut the decades., 1443'/
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But there is something NRY that came onto the world gtage in the mid.60s,
nnd becans A _wass riovement in the 70m. 1t is.a staes thas has ralsed altogether:
new questions, that will not wait for the "day after" to have its demands an-
swered, -that rofiised to be only "objecls”, that deranded the-end to the separaticn
of mental and manuerl labor; that was unafraid to attack the wale chauvinism in tho
movement of the l'ew Ieft as well as the 01d Teft, and refused to consider the re-
latimship of man to woman a “"personal” question. .- was the something NEW in
the ;' ~ went today that made the founder of ‘arsxist Luwanism in this countey de-

=83 7+ . the new concept -~ Yomen'’s Liberatior as an Idea whose time had, indeed,
" .emaz - d the new category ghe crented -- Joman as iteason and Revolutionary
forde —- had to be worked out historically. ' 2 :

Working it out historically meant fievst in terms of the 1ife of losa
Jaxemburg, because she wes the only rceomnized scrious revolutionary wouan theore~
tician the socierlist movement had produced, It meant second in terms of the WIM
today, which has searched for a full decnde for a theory for today and yet has not
been able to find 4t. Tt meant, finellv, yooted within the context of the totali-
Lty of Varx's philosophy of revolution, : .

Co N n one of the first letters Raya wrote to
the Marxist-Bumenist Women's Iiberationists, on!Eug. 9, 1978 -- before she hag -
uritten a.single 1line ‘of the new book -~ she inséribed ecross the top of the
page, as if it were a benher, Rosa Iuxemburg's statement: “The revolublon 1s

© . magnificent and everything else is bilge." To those who worriad that "others®
K /‘/_f mighl, take thet as "mosbtility™ on RL's pert to the "Woman Question," Raya urote:

" /P"It doss not mean the dowmplaying of women,: Rsiher it is the totality she aspires

for *'futura,' The point is not any counter-position of revolution and Haman, . oo L
{ . have changed the title of the projected book on Luwwemburg's relation to Marx °
I* from MMarx's theory of revolution" to “Marx's. philosophy of revolution™ bacause
L so longias we only talk of theory, we sre talking only of the immediste task of .
_revoluticn, the overthrow of capitalism. RBut when we talk of a philesophy of
, revolution, we wmesn the creation of & new soclety, Only vhen we have that in mind |
can the revolution,be truly total.” ‘ o C

' The book has scen.several "new moments” as it hes bein created -- the N
. latest of which has been tho erpansion of the chapter on the WIM as such into a
vhole Part with three chapters... and it is the final chapier of that’ part, the
oné that leads directly into Fart IIT on Marx's jiarxism, that is now entitled’ .
“The Task That Remains to be Done -- The Unique but Unfinished Contributions of
-Today's Vomen's Liberation MNovement." (my emphasis) . oo
Tt 1is here that we are forcad to confront
that the two pivotal questions of today (apd tomorrow, because there can be no
successful revolution without them) are: |1) the totality and the depih of the

tha‘& is needed; and (za).n.fha duat-shythm of what Rays. calls here both
3 g

- brgenizing of the so-calléd 'objective’ material foundations,"and +the

./ "reloafing of the so-called 'subjective’ taients"of women and nien vho 7ill then-~
becoms whole. 1t I8 here that wg are confronted wiithone-of.the-actuel revolu-

* tions of the past decade =- the Portuzuese, and, the contradiction between vhat an
Isabel do Carmo and & ;izria Darreno soem to represent: Do Carmo, the revolutlon-
ary who is not 2 feminist but who has mada a revolutionary contribution around tho
struggle for apertidarismo (nen-partyism): and Darreno, the feminlet uriter who
created a whole new form of literature and who attributed her release from the
fascist prison{vhere she vas throwm uith her two sister-authors of The Three =
Mariag ), not to the revolution; Tt to the international feminist moverent.
The point RN wakes, (and wou will have to read it for yourselves, T would not bpre~
sume to summarize it here)-~ is that both, from tue very different directions,.
faced the erucisl question of what form of organization is needed to get freedom
in our statewcapitalist age, '
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" Fiom whatever dircction you come, and whatever vart of the book you are
in, revolution as total: uprootin Ly and Marx's Marxism as the philosophy for our
oge -~ that is what the book is ahout, Tach ape dows have onlyr one nev philosophy
until a' new age is born; and“even"an ingels is not Marx, Revolution is what
uiites Women's Liberation and Marxism. Revolution is what our page in the iarch
izsue .of NaI, 45 articulating as ‘our celebration of Twp 1981. A1 else is bilze.
' .. Revolution is what made Marxist-Humenist “omen's Liberationists corncen-’
trate on thr ~|Rlack VioFKerS, pnilosophy /-~ kecause to seperate fron

8_Liberation and ‘
is the dinlecties of -1iberaticn An thought and
"history and its process," I b o) f
- S '!'-;Jhnn an" idea’ vhosg tine has como asiom : %ﬁé
- il moveront , vhethor— is somothing Iikec the Siloalan Weavers uprising . :
In"Marx's tine, or the Vorien's Liboration Hovommmt. of our owm, it.illuminates a -
1-rhqlq,,ne}rz_ﬁoﬁ§ht' in history... Tt was.the WIM that helped Rayn see something ney -
in Harx's shilosophy of revolution itself. . But what made it possible was the
' unlque relationship srith Marx's Marsisn in which she had bech’ gromded- to begin
with, . Tkat is what the thole 25 year. h:istqry.demdhstrntes;_ and vhat it has to -
show ub, bf "method" end of revolution. ..You ean trace it frow:ocur very iounding -
vhen vomen were singlsd ouk in our Constitution as’ ohe of the four.foreces of ‘the -
Amqricph_:‘g;_v_ply‘tioh. . You can follow it/ throuvgh the 60s when we sirigled out the
South African vomen's struggles against spartheid, found toman Power Unlimited =
during the Freedom Rides to Mioaissippi,’ sav the In iemorizh to Matalia'Trotsky
~transformed Anto’ the whole guegtion of "iomen 4n Revelution™, put Sojourner Truth = -
ang ‘Ijn':_-rfiey Tubman on-the cover of ACOT, and on and on, : T :

. This is not a question of trying v anmotate all the references ‘to woman
- to prove. a case, anymors than tracing Marx's ‘revolitionary atititude to Man/Woman
is a matter of trying to annotate kim. " In Yomen, Renmistance and Rewslution, Sheila
Roubotham put the vhole questiocr upside down when she agreed with Juliet tiibehell,
that "the liberation of women has remained merginal in iamcist theory —- depend‘e'nt
on the emancipation of the vorking elass.,. Many crueciel questions are unarswersd,
and will not te resolved by annotating his writings -specifically o woien, hut by
extending ilarxist theory in general a5 part of revhlutionary fominist praxig,”
But Jerx's theory is not part of revolutionamy feminist praxis., It is the other
. tienary feminist praxis is part end parcel of varx's Hareis,
and no part can be torn out of that profowd philesophy of revolution without
illing 1t,. The nerr beook is, indeed, a totelity, not three separate parts,
And “roaliging®” the continuity of Marx's philosophy for our age is, indeed,
the task that remeins &o bo deno, '

IN THE DISCUSSION, Miviam raised the centrality of women to the WWr o .
anti~war movement as flying in the faco of the chauvinism of the inti-Vietnam War
movament that dismissed “women's issues} not seeing that women . gaw gnti-miiitariss
ay central to a ney soclety, Andv spoks on the vay others dismiss Luxemburg as _
1 feminist, in velation to the crucial Impertance for us to see th2 unity of the
three eliemants i1 the new.-book's tltle, noting that the objoctivity f women trying
to create a new soclety is in contradiction to the counter-revelutioniry thrusts we
witness teday, Suzanne spoke on the Sexual Harassment Workshop she had attended
that weokend, vwhere the conception of women's liberstion as meaning being for the

T &1l people ceme out clearly; and raised the Quardry of seeing women
05 2 prime target of Reagan's cuts and yot not having any sienificant protest from
the VIM. Sussn raised the question of how the discussicn teday could strengthen
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our Involvement in current activitdss, such as Talle Feslt thc izht plasning meetingg,
and Jim spoke of the idea of philosophy beinp worked out within the fullness of
revolution, and how that related to the Tatin American revoluticns. ’
RE A K - : : .7 'Mike stressed the
new illuaination you gain from rereading the articles by RC over the past decade,

and the vay the neir conception of woman as reason and revolutionary force that vas
the title of hér very first article in NOWL has now boen vorked cut historically
back to RI and Marx ; the 1978 letter referred to today demonsirates, apain, how RD
in relating revolutdon to Wi transformsd the strass in the boolk, from theory, to_Marsy
philosophy of revoiution, - Fugena spoke .of the need to examine the tevms "revelu-
tlonary” and "feminist" both in a new way., And Mary said she was struck most by
the chapter titlec:” The Task That Remains to be Dome =~- the Unique but Unfinishad
Contributions of Toduy's WIM, which points a dirsction fer the whoie WLM, not Just
those in this room. While most of the Left has besn forced to recognize the force
of WL by now, they do not know the fullness of the Subjéct of woman; we hear ety
about the "objactive™ reorganizaticn of society, notiing of the "svbjective” relsase
that Marxist-Humanism sees in revalutionarv ereation of a new scciety. . .
' ' ) ~~ Raya began ty

noting that Reagan is ‘trying to retragress even within the structure of capitalisn,
acking as if the days that Lrought on everything from the Great Depression and YWorld
Yar IT and the Holocaust are so gloricus that ve must réturn to them. Yol this is
whera dialectic nethodclogy domes in -~ we have to leook for the absolute opposité to
what seems to be apparent, Thus, at the height of the counter~revolution after tho |
1905 Revolution, e find. ‘the very firet “omen's Council o’ Mjumsni in the worid,
rroated in.Persia ~- yet nohody knew about it wntil our omm peried. A new revolu=-
“lonary force arises.even though it isn't recogmized. (ur task is not to get pessi-

mistic,'tut to- see what nev, on which ve can budld. " There has never been a revo-

Intdon . oSt ra new.fores, but we have to recognize how long it
tskes before such a new force appears. Reya.tock her experience with the iflack = .
working women during WWiII to show that though nobody was more advance at that point ~.
than Simone de.Reauvoir,.she neverthelégs accepted the iden of women as a "Second
Sex", while the jlack vomen, some of whom may have heen Alliterate, were raising
t_hg.critical‘questions about the nature of society and eriticizing De Beauvoir for -
not even lnowing that nobody will give you véur freedori, you have to fight for it.
«++The two vords’ that are eritical are Reason snd Revolutlon -~ and what
1o are trying to ansver is vhy all the great revolutions we have seen did not gel
25 Reason until today, Uuxemburg was both a great revolutionary and a feminist --
though she kept the tvwo separated. But if Yyou see & new revolutionary force 1ike the
women only as force, and not as Reason too, you are not poing to have the new... _
The vord Marx used for his conception of revelution, Raye continued, was lcontinue. -
~Ss,"  permanent and continuous. Today we can see the urgent need to comnect . .
theory and practice in order to have "ravolution in permanencs."  Youth have also
emerged a8 revolutionary force i1 our peried, but if we think they have disappearci
today because we don't have the mass denionstrations of the 60s, it means we once
more are seeing then only as "force" and not as Reason, /jnd, of course, the Hlack’
<imension has been the preatest, both as force and as Reason, throughout all of
Ameriean History,. . ' S ' '

The point, Raya re-emphasized, is to see philosophy not as an
abstraction, but as action, Without that concept, without secing both foree and
Reason, we vilL have only pessimisr abeut the cotntertrevelution. iith that con-
capt, we will be able to find the absolute opposite to Reaganism, and build on that,

’ * T =

The meeting vas adjourned to set up tables for the Pot-Luck dimner

which provided & wide variety of delicidus food to po along with the "food for
thought", as discussion continued over the repast.,

= L4 L
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