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1- I am sending yod an ar+x/le wﬁ/ch I found very 1ntere=t1ng ey’ ézzfﬁ“
on the issue of the women's Anjoman. I became'qq&te excited L}&/ . /%2 !
to learn about the_ggg&;y newspaper called Dan%iyﬁknowledga) & 'ﬁ:zzlgd{%i.

whlch was edited by woien and written for women. p.299°°
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2- Your second gquestion is more difficult to rewuond.‘ _ 7 . */
¥ilitants often most educated who were the chador. ;??
first.it is argued that the" status’ of Womea weie elevatéd: by
Islamfrom that of a cha*“el to a full person with legal rights

“ She may work, demand’ wages, sat inherltance, control property,
- choose Her spouse and ‘initiate divorce. It is as well argued
that the preconditions set for polygamy sat by Hohammad
nimself_are go very difficult that if Qoran is to be practiced
truly ," 1o man can ever have more than a wife ( condition:

A man should treat all wives equally in all respects)

It is as well. ‘argued ‘that the demanq”gor women's liberation’
“is really a ihropean phenomenon (miﬁaustrial Revalution

- brggkdown of familj and village cooperation) and World
Ward ( over supply of women, widowa, and ummarried women forued
to_worlfand work for low pay) therefore ¥t +E8-avgred that .
Iranian women do not have these experiences and problems and
that their demands farliberatlon are misplaced imitations -
of the West \A11 Sharlatl ‘the leading Islamic theoretician
argues that e‘; sexual freedom and the cnnsequent increased
fixation on the baxtle of the sexes is an Imper*allst trick
to keep Third Yorld minds from thinking about true freedom
and to sell European nosmetics and other sex-linked goods

( not a oxmét quote)

Tren is the concept of hdhor- A man is respensible for the
behavior of his wife, sister, daughter, sometimes cousin

who is not chaste- 1If a : .. man's honour or" Izat is stained
{ his wife leaves the house without a chadour - His sister

is seen speaking to a man . etc ) the only way to remove the
stain is bykither physical abuse and locking the woman in
“the house or in some caszeg killing her. The Law and Shariat

. { Religious law) both acqult a2 man who has ccmmitted a murder

to clean his family -~ of ‘such caame, Py P
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- As a result for a woman to even be able to :--'* leave the
" housge and particinate in meetings .n“a hag t¢.prove’that! .:-
her husbandh'&zaﬁ'is not harmed , the chador does that - vhile
Jif ge removes the chador in a neighbourhood vhere most people
wear the chador, the ne&ghbours will not respect the husband
or the fathar or the brother and his Izat will be in danger.
So meny many times the man in the house-really doean't care
where she-goes.as . long-as-she is weering the chador or the
rheadscarf because this way he is safe in the nelghbourhood

"When she comes to the meetings she faces another problem.
She has to proye to her male_colleagues that the liberation
she is talklng is dxfferent from thémééxual llberatlon_
the Western women are after, that shelgeeking to abolish
polygamy,-shw is demanding community property., nurseries
for children, pérttimg jobs for working mothers,equa;j _
pay with men - not_sgexusd . Ireedom , that she wizl
.under any circumstances keep the tradition of virginity
for women before marriage{ reason for many murders)

.--.'I .

_Bnd refrain from séxual ‘activity unléss shé‘is‘mﬂrrled
( regardlegs °£ age}. To take off the chador or the
scarf' axposes .: harsh attacks‘by fellow" comradég Claiming
what she is really seeking is freedom in sex. To avoid
that problem and be able to decl with the more important
t1ssues such as the ones mentioned acove she decldes to
wear the chador and ‘desd with ihe-mibre urgent probless.
rather than facing the attack that she is really
according to Sheriati a tool of ‘estemn Imperialism .

J-Iam tryzng to get a huld of two women writers
\Homa Nateq ! - Iafcet I have written her a letter but
Have not rqce;ved a response yet

Simin-Daneshvar - Her husband 2 martyr before the revolution
was a/marxist

Also , I was glad to hear that the monthly newsletter of women
has started publicationfagain this month and I should get a
cony of it this month . T

I will write you more on this issue very soon
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i~ Your last question as to how I transmit Marxist-Humanist ideas_

I think probably being a woman and an Iranian with the
I;ﬁgigg_gevq nd the Hos%tzge corisis I have mainly
gingled out philosophy g8 i1t relates to the particular :
ﬁgIE%IEEI‘Eituation which has been discussed . Yhether it

.was the hostage crisis and if that meant a revalutionar& act

- In fact many times it has been the questdon of what is
genuine antifimperialism? or within the Jowigh community

the quéstion becomes ¥ ig *Bekism justified” |

What I mean ig that when I do remove the cloud of " anti-
imperialist struggles " of the government in Iran. And
refuse to be classifed in the category of either for or
against scemething rather pnée the new alteriiative is when
we can talk about everyth;ng-wamen,eccnomlcs. personal
relations . ‘

The game is tru rm}_len speaking either to ‘Jewish or
Moslem wm %n recognizing < hoth the right to

self determinatzon of Israelis and Palestinians I queation
lhat XIs*the poa;cion nf\women intthe future palestinwan.
sbclety.g01ng to be . What does all this struggls mean
for her is she iz doomed to the same fate as the Algerlan
women ? and then asking how could she transform that
future and make sure it is her liberation that R

i8 $0"be gained if they aren't to face another aborted

revolution.

T hope I have answered your guestions at lepst partly
If you are discussing these with Raya please give my
best to her. We are all chxious to meet her in April.

Love

Nede”




