Februpary 2%, 1975

Deryr Meria Sarreno,

Your brief visit te the United Stetes has, fortunntely, '
resulted In comrades of mine taping your talk &% the Unlvere
sty of Celifornia in derkeley. I read this with graet ine
teraes®, payirg alose atte:tion to what I considsr new and
most specifically, creatively, “feminist.” If we once again
separats feminian frop Marzist-Humenlem as if they®re not .

“of the same root ond Lranck, we will hardly deserve to con-
slder oursslves on wny higher level then the Portuguese journal-
iata who asked you, "well, your book, iz it political, or is it
Just feminist?" You put your hand cn the eruciel part when you
Etated thet unlees u politicel involvewent meens "a kind of naw
oxperisnce...n new way of doing things” it would not be of great
iaportanca, but that you felt your hook waa one path 1o women
“ereating & new culture,” ard Lthis ig parhaps the mozi important
point sbout feminiam.“ It is indeod.

On the other hand, I feel strongly that Trotskyliste sp well
as Communists, Althuaserites or U.S, cultural faddistis or kaocists,
who limit their own contribution by seying that Marx “didn't sec™
Xhe new, =8 if that creutsm for them s carser by telilng women

“'thay nuet becows “polliticnl,* are vitiating what karx as revoe .

Lutlonary had maid, be it in 1844 where he sireesed the wost funda-
n2tal of all relationghipo--Kun/Womane-or be it in 1872 ns he
wAR ~Otking oen the Prench adition of fapital after the Paris Com-
aune; e "Shinking, bleeding Parie” was mawsea aoc Reasor and
women sa Xesson as well es fores, Wa cannot hring in what is
Wwuly now of the mid-19608 wnlass -we Tirat come ‘up to the level
of Harx, "the 19th cdntury men,® HNarx’s philosophy of libaration
is not: I repeat not, *z nale-defined Tevolutionery . movemant® or
Just politiss dominating the gun." Hether it 48 so tetal and da=
wands of this genoration so much that we used to thinik we need not
80lve wntli “after" the revolution, that we must work theoe matters
g:: ogmthe beais of all the now forces fron yractice as well as

m oTY.

If you have kad a chance to rasd the work thet had been givan
you, . > Ie i;o_u no doubt heve ssen that I have
approachec the Juestion of feminiwum from g very differerit experience
than Wwmt which was yours, but I do think that there is an affinity
of views between us anc would like to develop a dialogue with you,

I enclose also one of my briefsr artisles from No : ‘s L
that you may not have nozlced.

Comradely yours,
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Dear Marisa, : June 17,1975
‘It was great to re-
caive yca letter and :
I am more anxicue than ever to get vour commentary on
Philomophy and Revolution, Marxism and Treedom as well as
-the emall plece on Women 28 LKeasor. as well as Force becauege
I feel it omperative for women liverationists to wark out a
whole philosophy of liberation and neot just reduce dlalecties
of 3iberation tn & theory of current events. Fresently, for
- ecample, I am preparing this fall for a series of 6 talke on
the swbject of Reascn as Well as Force: 1)Russia, 1917
Germany, 1%919; rortugal, 1975. 2)The American Working Woman,
from Abolitionism to Women's Iiheration, Now, 2}The Black
Dimension, Africa and America. 4) The Present lomenTheorists:
Simone de Peauvoir, kate Millett, Jullet Mitchell, sSheila
Rowbothan, Meris Barreno. &) Literature and Revolution,
6 Philosophy and Revolution.
As you can see, not only does
Portugal cccupy o8 big a ploce in the 1670= as Kussia in 1617,
but I am especialiy interested in you, (We-«NEWS & ILLTYERS--
incidentally are the only ohezs who publisghed the talk you
gava at Berkeley.) The more you writn me of your views or
gend me articles and books, Unfortunately, I de not XKnow
Portuguese, Are mny of your writings available in Spanish or
French (OR RUSSIAN: )«-I could struggle through those, 1 am
vary =ad to reed that one of the Three Merias has declared
herzelf to be a Communiste-and that after that awful sexisd
attack. cn the women liberstioniste by the Portuguese male
“Iaft".. Can you. wrlte me more ahout that? :
S ‘ what is your new
work about? Is there any way to lmow about it ahead of
publication? By the time I reacjed Callifornla oh my currant
locture tour I read ahout your heing in N,Y.and producing a
new play. I will not come to IV until late fally do you
suppose elther you cnuld be there then nr your writings? I
consider wiritings "nersons" and irdesd feel a greater affinity
to some who are desd if Ideas have been lef{ for us than some.
- 1ivingly dead, _ _
S ] Phllosophy and Kevolution ls being translated
jnto Spanish and Italian and I hevive been invited to both
{Mexico, not Spain) countries, and the Italian invitatlon
is the ons I am most axcited about, though I do not know
whather either financially or in time (I am forever running
and losirg the race with time) that iz possibdle. Incidentally
in 1959 T was on & boat to Italy when Marrxiem and Freedon
had been translated and slnce the ship I was on was firat
after a very long strike, i+ bescame a sort of horsas cart,
stonping at all sorts of unscheduled stops, including Tiasben.
After wasting 2 hours debating whether I should get off in a
fascigteruled land I of cowrsc could not vesist contact with
those wonderful Fortusuese who were supposged to take me at
my word (lie)that a combinaztion of Spanish.French,&English
equalled Portuguese--and some were emotiscnal enouph to do
80, The main street loliked like Paris or Italy, but when I
got off 40 the side sireets, it was a wery different culture
and pecple,.
vours,
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. Dear Maria Borrencs _ -
S e o -Nptdoubt the objective-subjective, volatile, sontradictory, -
. mulsi-facetsd, demanding eituatlon in Portugal has made it impogsible -
~’gor you to find “time to write me, Yet, ‘girce the creetion of ‘time is
“the ;.ﬁ:aat;.,of.i-'iindl;v..’r_.dualis_m +hat lets nothing interfered with its.
~ universelism, Z.m., freadem”, and since the "indlviduslism” ig you, I
hops you will get to.answer this letter. I &a referring %o the fact
thet you are one of ! ‘theoreticisne of Women'e Tiveratior' I am
‘analyzing in the ser.es of & lectures I am giving this year, (Ad of.
| a,;aﬁata'~_0n1veralty ‘adult education courses 1o encloged.] You
" will note thet the first lecture sesms %o be namelasss Russia, 1917,
Geimany, 1919, Portugzals 1975, bub {1t ie that one that ssts %the idoa--
 yevolution, The wnifying force in ail 3 is that in the flxot it will
. \'be womsn as.magess who atarted the revolution~=the textile workesrst in.
‘the“gsecond Ross TuxembUrg as revolutionary theoretlcian but I chose
:1919. when shu ‘was murdered rather than 1913 when the rewvolution appearsd
‘ba au desp ag the Rusalan in drder to include counter-revolution
as wsll ag revelution; and 1575 rather then 197% for Fortugel has . the' .
‘Pevolution wnen, in the r..-:scedan‘qa%, ;all the undercurrents. from . -~
piMarias to the African gusrrilao, the . firet ndgation of overihrow
aimm merged into opsn sonfrontatien -within the revolutionery . - -
icvi sacond ruiegation -

o Question whethsy ‘1t .willl ‘aver achicv s nd | riege
ati1) in quostion, but cpen,  Nowy wheit in the other . - .
c¢ifically o _women thecraticlans, I get . .to you 8)1 I heve. '

‘Thrde Marias and the couple of ‘spasches wo, {(Newa & Letters

' 1 ttee) taped’ that you gave in San Pronclscos”
gtad in the “title” of the meries =~ °
“Women®s Libs ation ay Reeson -as well.aa @ .
nivirelty sdministratdthat if he:didn't knowswhat. | <
A anta the “public” won'lt, whereupod I.changed:it to ¥Women ... - "
4 Thin _qps‘;and'Rovolut:.oha_r_leq, ‘tut 1t:1s inconce [vable 40 'me . tHAt -
wyolution can suscesdec without thought and ~thought itself must.grasp .
inge at tieir ront, or: just ba ‘\gnrd:;‘.’».ar;&_'rhpraztore_'1t’_f-w¢uld;ha_va’:‘ R
_;‘;gi:;?mrrav;m-_eelsé_ if I '3u_ste_haé.‘"sai;gi--?zomen.-.'.'g‘:asj\rolut@on, “but:ia 0
Hse times of aborted revolutions and incompleted ons both.gs . .-
ti11births and counter-revolutions erising frum .within, und think
_ s indeed. the innard thet we have nied ther been credited withy
- 411 %he revolutlon be fotal unless we &re tiere in the exerole.
-.z'of phiiosophy of liheration and not only in its activity, I let it

s3and,
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o g .You' can either write -:]_.jt in Zozm of letter to_'me, or in
. & more formal way if you wish, and do please specify whether you
‘wish it published or only refarred to orally.

- How are you? And whai new are you engaged in, and are
you planning any trips, to the US I mean. '
' Yours,




