: 6--?. 19?5, organized. inder auap:lcas of the Upper (Higher)
Institute of Soci al ‘and l’oli.tica... felences ' X
sta.rted out as & d) sc..tssion on a‘nrtion ¥, ," took up the uhola
. question of WL

Mar, 6 18 called a "rmmd -ba.hle" dsscusslon with doctors, jouma;-
1sts. 3mfessor. snd Helenn Medwiycs MLM

Har. 7 is called a- “"politiecal tri‘nunnl". the followins _politcal
p.r»‘.!.ea ané ores. therat

Cabral Farnandss-LCT
" Clsela Bjork~LUAR
Eduarde Barroso-MES
Maia Ceiete-SP

Inadsel do Camo-PRP/BR

not repreaented. alleging var‘ous 'qotives: MDP/"DE MRPP, CP, FPD

»p. 59 HIH-T‘he f.i.rat questinn mide deals with the class strupgle, "The
MIM Tighting for wemen's likaration is put inot the class struggls.
- Wa undexstand, that ths class struzele has to exist, so that capitalist
-'society ke akelished.’ ‘Tha formulatien we derend is the answer. -
o Another guestion was mads to me cn the existencs of Porluguese
na,\.hi.sm. WHe. .underatnd thai the prodlen of ssxuality wes made Wy
man,:-the: ‘Waman or...y agiunes her sexuality in front of the fa.ct of
_having ’clildren. The ssxuality of women wao imposed By nen, we see
5 da..d.y 4n the T\’, in &dvertisements end. a11 the rest, tha sx of
w&man wa.a always belittled ‘and utilized, . .We. ancwar the caplialist _
1 note thet our. enemy 18 Tict: #he men himsolf, iut the whole B

ys 3
séciety, tne 'whole s:fbtem -l-.hn.t is mng..
: ek * X *

j.-.rsuau D0 cum

'--—--.

I~

BN "‘:',-.,t of a....l wo ha.va to. thank the organiz..tions giving these 2
: -coloq_uiu:qs for having done 1t. We think adortion is a very. imperiant
“issue. We're a.gain serry the CP and MLP don't have & seat on this .
debata, Vecause 1t-would have been our plsasuve to dedate with these "
organizations, the nore so ‘secnune We think that such a dewata would .
7 “be fruliful then, cerbainly having d.ivergancies, given the ;polemlcal
' character of ¢nis isaue and it ‘leing extremely important thnt this
polemic tanes wlace hers li puellc, .
As to owr positﬂl on this sreblam, you have to interpret the
actual situatien of wemen and abortiod and the family as & result
of ‘the capltaliet system and the history of the class struggla. Foxr
us, the family was Worn with privats wreperty, to .preserve this same -
sroperty and all the ideology, the religion, the morality that presants
1t in a different way dces nothing mora than ‘to prejudice u -determined
‘system, We therefore think trat the women's situation in relation to .
abortior was created in exploitaiivc socisties and that, therefors,
the dominant morality and ideclogy have but .served te justify all along -
the same gituations of exploitatlon ¢f these sccletles.

We therefoee ihink that nelthér dlscussion nor anslysis can Ve
made outside this context, We aet as ground the actual sltuztlon of
women, ve set as around ikmcarimx slso the prejudice against abortien
and we undarstand all this is the product of capitalist soclety,

L)
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You can't .speak of women 1n_‘geneza1,-' the farlly in general, as
if 2]l vomen. end &1l families balonged to the same class.

. .We understand that in this rsspect, asune organizations and move- -
nenis that touch on this subject at times speak of #omen as if all. of-
.. them welong to the rame class, as if the cpprossien of women was falt
" the same way for wourgeeis women and yreletarizn women. The situation
1y completely diffexent the one from the othar, the same way that we
. think the cituvatien of the family ig complately different in the bour-
- geols fonily or the proletarian family. A simply culturzl rnd adatrect
_analysiz shouldn't We node in relathon to wemen and the fanily, Lut
. Tirst reRating with the olass to which she wslongs, and in these terms
v abortion is g, fiagrant example, Yccause ‘he proletarian woman stays
.. subJected to cdnditions of terridle viclence which 1s abortion sTag-
.ticed inmiserable condtions. Whoever works inhosylital waiting voems {7)
Imows this almost minute.to minute, because proletarian womon come in
An a disgraceful condition, wheoreas bourzesis womem almost never come.

© " in, dlthough they tco have abortionu.

S+ ‘Bourgeats familiss have & child ox tuo, few are those that have
- ... nome, and some allow themsslves the Auxury of many children, s

-7 ‘The majority rosolve .the wro¥lem of unwanted pregnangy witheut the
~, feur of'Being subjected to. these extremedy violent conditions to vhich
" the proletarian wozan is subjected. Thus the sltuation of the cne adid -

<the other.1s completely diffevent and we can't consider thsn as & solid.

oo pleck, _ . RO . .

. The idedlogy that the dominant class has for diminzting at the
mental level and and so that that serves the economic domination,that St
ideclogy ends up. bolng'also the ldsology of. the dominated class...On' . .-
this ‘podnt, we distingulsh ourseives from ctheir Left organizatiens whom -
we hear often talk of proietnrian morality, proleiarian ideology, wrol-
etarlan culturs, as if in cadtalist Soclety there was a proletarian -

" ‘idsology, 4 proletarian culture, a proletarian morality that wasn't
extremaly irbued/infiltrated by the ideology, the culture, the morality
of the dominsnt class, ) ‘ ' o
: This is also a polemical pdnt and ronuttxvionrutsicanxeaivex our
opinion 1s that the dominant claza infiltrztes the dominated class
with its own ideology, sith its own morality, and that only when the

- proletariat makes lis own revolution, siezes power and resotres another
system of zroduction, only at this height will it Be able to wreak with
the ldeology -off the dominant class, only at this height will it create
the foundations for a new morality, for & new ‘culture, for another dem-
inart ideology. ' .

For us, only with a Sociaiist Revelutlon will -‘canditlons be ereated
so that all these problems will e resolved. Only with a soclalist form
of production and with the workers in power, Wy way of 'the dictatorshiy
of the proletaria’, will conditions be created for the resolution of
women's problems, for the resolution of the prodlem of abortion, =
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LI in1s cace, we regard the Tollowlng imaxdiate means to takes
‘economic zwdx sccial and political conditicns -equal fox the man and’
-Tor. the woman, frme abortion mracticed under secure conditions, .that
the state’ undertake the education cf the child, They are the 3 basie
condtlons for the creation of conditions of the liveration of the woman
and for the resclution of the prodlen of ¢hild-rearing,

‘ Here at this point, reflectipg on the problem of children's edu- . -
cation, the education cell of the AP hay some guestlons and Bome rorbh-
lems, about which we ourselves: haven't, yet reached a corclusion, Arcng

the experlences made in socialist countries in relatlon to the child in
early infancy, aocme are very extreme and the problem that 1g posed in
some of these countries of the vary premature separation of the children .
from the mothers iLa the sanss of a greater production goes on to.give bad -
"results, : . . _ o

Taday many psyc,:ho‘;.o.-;ists. place the rooblzn of intimzcy between -
.~ mothex and child in the First -werlod, and this is fox us 2 -3erious problem

.7 Ina-country 1i%e ours in which arxanglng the iastitution of ‘the: -
" 'soclalist system will create imiediate problems stemming from a great
‘struggle of production, we can't be: withauk means ‘that are idealist and
" vthink in'a perfictly ‘utopian program in relation to the necassities of
- . prédeution, However, thers are gquestions we posay how to condiliate | -
- determined facts aguired feom experience thati say that there 13 a very’ -
" striet necessity of intixacy and of 1ife in comeon, betwsen mother and - .
child in the first gersod, now to -osaciliate that'with the necessity .
"of. work by the mother wna father in. production the entire pericd.  These
are rolaenjcal euestions that will be posed in that hight/high level of ' %
- soclalist soclety, - . : oL - .
4 for tho party, we belleve thet neither i rough the dictatorahip -
-of the proietarint i3 a coctalist soclety, trdVgh will all the problems
by miracles or holy water be resolved at.ihe cultural ‘or noral lsvel auto
natically,. : , ' ) ) o
L 3t isn't ) : o
- Amxmoeackyy, e believe that REDGher there is not a socialist society.
through the aictatérship.cf the proletariat that by 2 miracle or holy
water will automatically renolve all the problems at the cultural or
moral level, point we disagres
- f mechanistic torm sons hat sutomatically,
tue soclalist revolution made and the power soizei, these probioms will
ba regolved, We understand that these’ problems, that is, the. problens -
of taboos, of prejudices, are 1n such a way 1ngrained/rooted, that
gneeratlons will be needed Yor some to disappeay,

4nd aizo there are many cenradicilons, - There are many men who say:..
they are revol utlonaries, and in many of these asgpects they aren't, [y
There is = fignt to sluw 2own., We tuink that this fight todow down
doesn't end by any meany with a aoclnliatﬁ‘revoluhion, nor is radicalily
transformed with the transformaiini of the exonomic-social structures,
We believe thesz breate the recessary base but nothing more. It's
necessary io begin a new fight for 2 new culturs and new morality,
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. .- As to the actual strugele through concrete and objectlve Smmediate
" means, we think that only the transformation in the sotialist sense can
carry through the womeri’s problem to vesolution. Like at this moment
there ayxe workers"™ {mevendicativa??) struggles to increase wages and in-
-éreasze ‘holidays, 's¢ t6o you could nave concrete women's struggles through .
. conerste means. Naturally, as much in the ona as in the otner, it's
Necessary to constantly nave the revolutionary werspective that only
the total altsration of soclety can begin to resolve the Problem 2nd that
for all that, wetdmms will net do it. _ . _

Just as much in some strugeles as in others, you have to Tigit

- j" .""-f'_or‘ innediate objectives, for free abortion, through detsarminate non-

.crete meaus in relation to the womang out every minute fighting for

then, keeping in perspeciive that oniy & glocal a?.terat_:.on €an resolve . .

o thﬂ p];bblém- . .

A

:-1,; We constier that thers are two ways of being refornist: on tne ‘one

~ hand;;. sozie; feminist- movenents -that search for but an alteration on the -
eultural sad chauviilst level, not putting as ground society at the level
£ strmetwoe; on the othex hand, certain -orgunizations likewlse of demo-
cratic women who pasethe pioblenm of -gome reforms like:equal wages Tor 7.
,a_’gjal_.:wdxlé‘,"“withqut posing as ground the whole system, ths entire sociaty
‘We ‘conslder the orie’ and -the' other feformiat, and that only the Revolution:
w11l ®agzin'to resolve global problems,: ° o - Y

*

B 1'd like to nmake some (lttermined) questions to the respresentatives
. /Of tho SP and MES, . _ Eianiti

Ses

: " In velation to the MES reprasentative who here spoke of the trans- .
formztion o the family in the sense of its turning into a revolutionery - ]
.nucleus of svpport, I wish to ask how is it that xhe understands that

that transformation can be given. ‘ . S

The family, father, mother, children, uncias, aunts, are a congerva-
tive nucieus of the dominant ideology. How to transform this same noclsus
v being certain that that which 1s revolutionary is the confrontation be~
tween classes, How is it that ne understands, then, thatz that transfop-
mation can be given, . ‘

- Seocial relations can't e left off from being transformed in the
sense of the family's disappearing and in the sense of creating other
types of community relations, other soctal types, thmugh mwecomiwsx
mutual cholce, through (af‘f’ection??) through new valuss created after
the liberation of the actuzl economic-social relations; it seams to us
that this is the revolutionary way to point out. To concerve the ac-
tual family sivucture in the sensze of reform so that it be léss conser-
vative ar so that it e able to turn revclutionary, seems to ug impos-
slble and-therefore, I would 1ike to ask the MES representative how is
it he would do it, :

On the other hand, MES talks of organizations of counter-pover at
the level of health, creating clinies where abortion would he freo,
Eventually. determined (nharas???) of this §ype could be examples, but
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it nﬂesn't seen poasiblﬂ to us to create counter-pouer, once that
G070 health elindes, be they for akortion or destined for other ends, it
e seems, to us--and this 1s conseguence of a éimcyasion within the
.wo 7. . hezlth cell of Pn?--imPOEsible “to . practice sanitery activitles with- : .
© Tt out thelr beinx intepial in & systen of nitional healinh in x soclallst -
. soclety, . Thls is consequence of a prolonged discussion we had apd °~ [ - T ¢
‘-Baems to us that it isn’t poassible to creete structures of counter- CT
“potter o thia type on ths nationa lavel, ‘ ‘

in relation to the vosition of the SP, there iz a matter with _
whish I agree, that ls when he talks of women and politlcal o*ganiza-
tiona and at this table there are only two.

It's & terrible (eonsistency"?) that the politica] orgar!z.atiens,
the same as the revolutionsry ‘ones, gonerally don't have women, much
dems in leadership, &nd when I crme here sald a militant of another -
u'ganizaticn, andi I Informud him that 1t's nacaessaryto make of libera- e

.. tion mevement of militant women in poiitical organizations, 1o liberate -
"ouruelves ffom the oppression of men in these corganizations. Tais is.
. s much’zncedotal as anything else (7?) because pecple Jeok'at the
'nldzily paners ‘snd maznzines end sce that the yolitical orsanlzations, %,
“thi saue as: the ruvolutionary ones, rare]y have women. Hhat doea this -

ﬁsignifyf

. - In rela"d.onn' ";t.he position taken by Maie Cedete {SP),. the guestion'
S make to:him, within the riles of the coloquin, is if he thinks thatv
‘f.une actua] Po*tuguese conditions, economicwsocial and political, are
g 1dentical to those ‘of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries -
‘when' thay made thelix revolut ots and when what he calls’ hureaucratic
. ‘dictatorships were hoxn. WUnderstanding that there.ere no abstraet” -
" political Zunctions separate from & determinats economic-social raality.‘T;f
“'T-agk4F he understands that the cenditiéns here, now existent; econOmic?J-
and soelal, percentage of .Workers, percentage of rural laboreree, pexr- . .
centage of illiterates, political development, 1f. he wnderstands- that’
the poaltions are identical to those of those countries when tbat HhLuh
he calls hureauzratiﬂ dictatorships were born.

'

End if he also undersiend that in Portugal that course of- stages e
‘has, alsc in the funcfinn of those economic-social condtlons, any vis~ ’
bility. Aud, finally, this second part of the question will give rise
to & dlscussion thet ends up heing political, deparing from the pivotal
. -and (enjoyable??!!) problem, .therefore, of knowins if he understands

- in general that the conditions arve identical, because 1f they are dif-
ferent, different things have to be generated,

% * * i *

-

VAR, R i

In relation to the questlion that was mada to me, we consider that .
the women adn the worksrs should be side by side, as much in autonomous :
organizations in the workplace, as in thz -party organizatlon. The i
principal struzsle in the utruggle against the bourgevisie and therefore :

.
.
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"'men and women have to be paired/hnited in th*s struggie th is the
prinicipal struggle . :

1

We undrrstavd nevertheless that theore is a specific strug.,le ef o
.the women and the zorking youth that are particularly oppressed in . this
soclety and therefore iixtx they have a specific field of struggle

there that ‘can ju=tify foxms of orvganiza tion for that concrete and

speci_f‘ic stmggle ’

E . o * T . *

"

.08 7. ( This pamgzaph Just cowlda’t get:) .
IR To the proposition of abortion problems come fxemxie for the-
table gaying in raspect fo.a .general serious poiitical discussion,
“is playing o iittle bit with the proposiilon of abortion to zo on
e djscussing these gneeral problems, like the Social Revolution, or
count er—mu&xﬂch powesr, etc., and to he carrylng abertion 1nta .
thia d.iscussiﬂn, nevarhheless I Juvk won't. g0y . L po

; In m.l.a.x:ion ‘bo 1egislation, i.t's evident: -that aholishing it
;—3_:_ vely’ “and.’ simply is:pure euphemism. : And I think 1t°s:the ‘Hame -
rever.dica e a differe-:t legisla.tion, meanig by tnat 8 truggle

R

L As ta. the question that was: made to me relate:l wlth the ccser- ‘
ST yation of Cabral Fsrnarles: (1eCI) atout womer in tle- politica.l ua.rf'i.ea. .
"+ I.go back to saylng that only the sotialist sccletfy wlil create grounde:
for the 11'bera+1on of womenj I state that that.llberation E.lso goes
: through tle actidns of women in political orgdnizations, 8" politica.l Tl
militanta, ac political leaders, AIt's sm_;atomaﬁg@bintr and:that . - .
szt transletes more than any other thing of what statex of development
_ of Fortnguese soclety, ithe fact that in active Poriuguese lzolitical
organiua.tions the wemen haven t emerged a.s leadors.

. i "think that, more than being a simple model ox refle.. of the - -

7 actual soci.ety of %ihe Poriuguese women, tranala’ed into the organi«a.tions,

the men haven't made 2 break within themselves with certain prejudices

in relation to the tole of iromen and men, Ii's symptomatic that of the-

14 parties that were legallsed for golng into the elections, no women - "

appeaved as spokespersons {]lteral: bull-horns) cf these partles, .
N Tt's a colncidence, ond more. Ii's symptomatic of one thing more,

Tl - o and in this respect I'm proud that in my party the spokesperscn is

mE - a woman,

2 P ' -

e " e The reason why I appear to respond in public is because I belong

o - ® . t0 the Politlcal Secretariat of the PB.'P/BR and within 'lhat Secrotariat

L T N it was voted that the spokesperson be myself, It grants that in inter-

Ry views, inguiries, etc. I come forth to respond in the name of the party,

- et T .Jjust as determinate persons come forth in the name of MES or LCI. .

il . For me, as a militant of the PRP/BR, T am proud that the spokesperson

’ ) be a woman, because that seems to me a revolutlonary position. —




" 7 Tsabel do Carmo -

. : In relation to wnat the represeata.tive of LOY said about the
propo chion of wumen at the table, I, to cite what has to have been
cald- by the: SP, evidently that demrnstra.teds that the SP doesn't
(see?0a0dn text) s con'bagior-.. , that all the wrods he said (4.7..)

“Or.that the 5P sald in relation to the iomen at this txble =3 far

. ®z iz true sad-whidt, Cabral Fernandes (IGI) when he spoke abeut -
- > tha. woman 6f ¥ario Soares was ready to let himself be carried into
" 'some dama.gogery, as the agsembly 1s totally ageinst the SP and thig

'union has to reflect 1tzelf against my intervention, T find 1t
parfecrt.ly denagorle, I didn’t speak of anytbing elsge, I spoke of
the posit:!nn of okmen at the tah"e.

Az to sevuslity and the youth, we think that the Soclalts st
.. Bevolution should crente conditions o tha t the farlly aa the
) socia." czll rapidly disappeaL.,. : :

"In this sence we defend the dsterminate means that I pointed
out very. auickly: the elderly wen't be economically tied is the
:.fami.ly, wbildren won't be ecnomic-dependents of e famlies, %=

. housing- A1 e th'mgn'l- of in reférence to the community, 1ike my -
L coll-:-tive and not the famtiy cell, - industrial and agricultural pro-
“ALetion ui..t. ba thought of in the community sense and not in the
fanilizr sense, - And we think thax in a few months condi tions will
“ha.; nrﬂatod. '!‘or :tb°.sociﬂ tv'arqfomtim et rel_tis'm ...'ao..g peopla.-
o In mla:!;:!.on to the }outh, we've al:ea.dy had a° d:léc sqion 1n
'the "bosom™ of the pa:r.-l-y- and we' think the.followirgs' génerally
- “the - idedlogical =spect.of woman- and -
“man’ is,pitt ‘greatly in ev.ldence, but it's fixed in Place on the e.icle.‘
- . of "the aspect of pleasure. and- w2’ think that the so-called sexual
- education is a byyrocritca.l educ).‘l.‘tion that ig ’mt-ndad to try and -
" hide 'hhe 'ba.boos. ‘

For the othar side of thia erlucation you ha.ve to have material
conditions so-ihet the youth have sexual relations, sirultanecusly’
with syreading the. possihilities of birth-contrcl, The problem of
abortion in youth is also a very particular vroblem, since it's in
‘the more spesific conditions either throush the. impulses of sexual
relations nr: through age. The ma.aor;lty of youth ars not warned
about contraception. And we are ready to think that Af brith control
methods are a radical form, Wwe think it's dealt with in a hypoeritical
form because the major part of youth begin by having aceasional relations
be“ore the settls down definitively,

_ He thir.'.'; that a1} this is only possible if the :,routh Were to have
economle independence, because if they're econonic dependants of the
rarents, none of this is possible, beinb aubject teo ilia cultural and
moral rressure of the parents. :

In relation tothe rericd of ges’ca.tion, it was discussed--and it
isn't = ‘partisan position, it's the position of the group that discussed
1t--it was thought in 3 months, considering post-partum necessities
are greatest in 3 months, and that the necessities of evolutlon of a
countyy llke Portugal to turn itself soclailst are areat.and nelther
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the father nor mother can be Aispensed wlth for a longer time.

In a nore detalled convexsntion the hypothesis wma poced of, at
the end of 3 munths, a8 gradial system be adopted st the mother or
fa.thar wov'king part-time until the infant veaches 6 months.

¥ c% » * . o

e

: - Tt seems to me tho.t in this last round of 1nterventian
on ohe pavt of thepublic { guestions from the audience}, the clari-
fication of the Aifforent parties hasn’t been askad properly, and
without varinus persons taking a position in tha face of problems

- in the discussion. It seems toms also- that some of tness people
ATTANES,; &8 pretext for: thelr taking a position, efiriai 1ons_th_a.t
~An‘reallty here don't form activitles dhommglockipogerriiors,by the -

* parties.” Tims to say that here xeforpist postions weere hapdly 'ba.:an .
: _or ottly econonlc soluiticns were 2dvaneced 1s vhatever.thing .that doesn't
have feot ox a head, “becauss goond ox ‘bad, with divergenciea or withnut
divergencies, _more tha.n one organ zatien hers present puis that. asg

In :re]ation tothe position of tha PRP in respact to tka.lng houaas-
WATY B ‘effictively & position as a pdrty/ -

At: i.s impossibla to’ ma.ke & ‘cpapble medicine withoub the- a.uxil.s.a.ry
infrs.structura of. diae:nost:l.ca, vithout x-ray and without c.nalyais, even
. without. talklng about. medications, ' We:think-that it's deceiving the” -

publ:\.c to affirm thdt the simplé existencsd of a house with eventual...,
" {ables aoross which will sit eventual doctors, can resolve any problem
"of hoalth. We don't align with the seizing of “iintes and in concrete. -
‘cages, like that of Barreiro;: In which the CP invited us to occupy
Jointly I Jmow what was occupled (77). Once that house didn't have
-any possi‘bilities of resources with those means and in this movement,
not even having dootors, nothing happened with the house, we refused
“"and considered {t adventurism and we made a communisue o this effect, .
. Only with the Seclalist Revolution wlll the problem of health he resolved. "

As to the pra;c tice of‘womén in revol utiona.ry'organiza.tions, we think '

that the revolutionary practice of women

"has to be concretized, When one speaks of weapous in hand at thils moment
_in which there 1s a confrontation with the bourgeoisle, weapons in hand
means weapons in hand, and weapons in heand is a concrete thing, like -
plstols, machine guns, ete. that women: should have in hand, - During

I years there were women in the Revolutionary Brigades that went with
weapons in hand aad with bombs- in hand, - We think that that is a concrete
practice tn do now. . .

(Atéthe)eml, some back end forth from Carlos Ant une.;:. a lesder of PRP
pi26 ff




