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Part 1

TEE BALANCE SHEET COMPLETED
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2,
3.
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Part II

1, THE IFTEEIL SITUATICH TN THE FOURNH ILTSREATIONAL

Fron Revoluticnary’ﬁsmif.sm
to Political Cangrene

The Trotskyists and the Anerican Question

Tha Iife of tho Party

Belshevisn and Permonality

(Pars II of tha Resclubtion on the
Interaational Sitaation)

2, TH® BEVOLT OF THD WOREERS AMD THB PLAIT OF THE

CIFTELLECTULLS  (din answer to conrades ¥ Warda
and J.G¥right) - .

by F._Fcrasﬁ

ilotes

In 1242 the renctionary laws of the American Bourgeoisio
nade it noeossary for Trotekylst tendeancles iz the U, 8.
to dieaffilinte orymnizntinally from the Fourth Intar-
national, 2hat caunot prevent, dowover, our intoreat in
Trotolylst ideas and the way in waich tlese Ara exproased
organlzationnlly and politicolly, I% iu in thils sense
that we wri%s hore of the Fourth Internntional.
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T5E 2 (= SERER COMFLESED

fron Bevoluticnary Marzism to Pol iticel Gnngrens

P

"Johnson-Forast” has now made 1is final and complate break witha
viat tke Fourth Interpationnl of todoy stands for.

We are leaving behind forever the idens of those who todny rep-
resent Trotskylgm, thelr unsocializt, anti-proleturian practice and organiza-
tional life. ¥or years we loyrily stood all this, bearing in mind constantly
the intercsts of the movement ne n whole, Zut br now things hove reached o stage -
vhere ve have to fly not only from their dehumanized politice but from their
social immorelity and the versonel degeneration and ruin to which this movement
is 20w rapidly reducing members of the organizetion, from ths most highlyplaced

. and Jong-experierced leaders and functionaries to rank and filers, 0ld and new,

- -We ows it pribarily to ourselves and n few here and there in the
organizetion to make clear as far es poseible the redsons for this drastic step.
The political degeneration of whet now eells itpelf Trotekyiom 1p
widely kmown. In'her recent letter, brogling with the idens of those who now’ .
claim to represent Trotsky's polities, MNatalia Troteky summed up these degenexw -
ate politiciang in the phrase "dehumanized brutes,” Wa propose as the resuls.

of nearly four years in the S.W.Py to meke thic concrete,.

) The Fourth Interpational heg for nearly two decades symbolized -the
world revolutionary movement. Such a rupture as we have carrisd out roquires .
sous analysis of the politiem bankruntcy of Trotelgrisn, Ve, being what we are,
bave made these anzlyces syetemncigsaily over the last ten Yyears, and'mogt row
contiy in our document, fate iap®balism and Vorld Levolution (S.W.P, Jwletin
¥, Septemder 1550), We are alco puolishing in the present Zulletin (1) our
reply to the dacumsect of Warde and Wright, azd (2) a section of our Resolution

94 the Intarraticnu? Situsricn. These documents had been handed over to the -
S.¥.P, and were avalting publication, _ e o

We:have formaliy participsted in the digcuseion thet took place
during the last pexicd, Our political discussion with the Fourth International
hag now been completod, What we have to do nowr ig to descride how the "dalhmraree-
ized brutes” who could gee in the barbarism of Staliniem the rond to soeicligm
have pursuad the tame degenerate politics in the 1ife of ths party ond in bheir
own political personalities, . ‘ T

We cell this document Ths Balance Sheet Completed. In 1947 when
we left the W.P,, we pubiighaed g Iulanse Ehact, dealing ostenalbly with the W.pP.
but in reality annlyping the idear ru.d ractices of all who roprescnted Trotolyw
iesm; at home and abread, organigzat! Speily end ideoiogically. Now after nearly
four years in the 5.W.2., we con complete the Belinue Sheat,

) What we have to say is this: therse is nothing to choose betyeon
these two parties. Ons is hended towards Menshevism, the other tovards Sialin-
iem. DBut the baslc couses of their degeneration, tho proceanas by which it hag
developad, and the conerote phonomena by which thig is exproseed are abswlutely
the same in botk partioes, N




Firmness and Instability in Leadorchip

Wo begin with onoe of the so-called divigioms between the §,W.P.
and ¥.P.,,which most §.W.P, members firaly boliave 5%ill to be the trutk today,
The S,V.P. leadership boasts contimuously of its firmmasc, vhich it coniracto
vith tho instability of the leadership of the W.P, e shall show exactly the
hollow fictiorn that this so~called firmness is and how instabllity has become

organic ta the politics of the S,W.P.

Since 1947 in The Invad.i.gg Socialist Society we haed made clear
our upaltersle opnosition to the politics of tie Tourth Internationol and our
istrust of itcleadership., By 19472 i% was bacnmiﬂ., evident o us that individ-
uals of the internntlional lesdership, and others wio ware not ettached orgapi—
zs.ticmlly but shered the same views, wers approaching a state of political’ des—
peratinn,

One of the 8,W.P, 1aaders a partict.larlj striking emmplp of
s,W.P, firrnosag, first made us yonder eboli this firmness by rushing to the
positicn of state capitalism as far oack as Novemberl945, This was a lesp he
made entirely om his own, Then during the discussion in p"eparnti ma for dlefini-
tive decisions in 1948 he turnad up with o thesls which was permeated with de-
featisn for Zashtern Burope.- Chellenged to cxplain bémgeli ko could 'wt ao soi
Ee, no\mvsr, coxaitted his v*e Wi bo '!Tiuil.c..

: This sems firm one denounced the British 4n t‘-xe most un’bridlod
"terms vhen they declared that tle new states in Bastern Buropa wore workers!’
steten. Sut before long bo ook very firmly the very op_-nosita view that’ these
states iz Zastern Suncpe were workers' atates.- B BT

c Here a‘bviously was & significant ommple of & uell—kno.m ol it:l.cal
tyne -~ the man vao ig desperately determined to bnt out from wheré he is and
“bounces from side "'o sida, seeking a way oul As long as thig is conﬁ.ned. ta
ar individual, ex,genencan. -comrades merely note his u-c.tions ag an in-i:.ce.tion oI
provabla, oenaviov in ...n;; serioua critical situation,

: Zut this u:mrmie wa.s not alone, Some Britis‘:). comradss 1in the
period befors deTinitive decisisns in 1948 reached to fae very verge of gtate
capitnlism and defvafai:im. Thay then swung rigut back %o thae other oide and -
tools the position Shnd Italindsn wes meking the revolution., This for some of
them was :r.erely the trida to the So 1a1 -Democracy in ...ng,la.nd .

) :L... the very haalwasth 1eaders.1ip of the Intermt:.onal zollo.-:ed. a
similar patéern, ~Ths Fritish comrades complain bittarly to tiie dey that before

~definitive decisions in 1948, they had arrived ai an undsrstanding wita e’
highest leadershin of the .Ln..e*rw.*'io":al in rega.rd to the sutstitution of de-
festisn for defensism, One of our fripads in EBurape ab the time sotvally wived
Ao us Yo hold up our documents until furtier notice becamnse of pro'b'-wle chengos
_which could hot.be defined precisely vecause ther were not writbon dows dat -
‘which geemed to indlcate a revereal i the dosl tiou of the In.,e-'-nat" onal

‘ Finally, when the firagt draft of o rPsolu.tion on the Rasolan
Queation ppoeared i the prese in the United States, itcdefeatist tonden cieg
wore such as to create confusion and rosentment in the S§,W.P., It had So be
changed. This same-International leedership wes soon violently-on the road te
pro-5talind m, Onu of the most long-winded and interminable scribblers-ia- tne
International wne ready to abandon at the drdp of a hot the moot -undmaental
basis of Trotsizrisn that nationnlized property iz an infallible sign of &
‘werkeors! state.
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Orgenization Tollows Politics o
L Marxists change and have to change their views continuaily, -Dut. ’-,f-i” T
this typs of rushing fron one side to atother in order st all costs to move from.- o\
© where one is,’ creates diutrugt in any merions politieal cbserver, Al dfd pet o -
" behave this wey. One of them  for example, secn it as his cpocial fask %5 . . -

preserve the literal heritage of Trotaly and he follows:the 1ine to the bii':tef b
end, These otherp obviously could not be trusgted, . .

We saw this and drew our own conclusions as t0 the veunted stabile o
ity and firmness of this type. We linew them tco well im the W.P. not to recogrize |
them, We mnde the mistaite of trusting too much %o the one whoee whole ‘past seenpd’ - .
to rexove hin froo hysteria, His reaction to.the British wasg harsgh enough, This - -
sort of thing, he cald, has to be burnt out of our rovement with a red=tot iron.
We falt a certain confidenca, : .

a . . . : . . o
_ There were other digns, Not meraly Chicago but practicnlly the ~

whole of ‘the Politdenl Comuitteé -except ourselves was leaning towards Wailace,

Thelr leader pulled them back sharply, _'I'hah'he"-i:g'd. to do this was & bad. slgn,.:

: _The very mannar in which the Int/rnational lesder faced. the'
Tuternatlonal ‘with his new views on Staliniem indicated frénzy and: byotoria,..
one had eny warring ead his sudden publicntion of his views threw the Interent
into ‘disorder and raised bitter resentment in Nav York, .. A

R It 15-to be noted that tEé Nigheot leadersof,tho 8,W.E, dosqs.
‘not operaté in this way. He must have observed these rigne. Heé was'powerless:
‘check them, . ~ - ShO T

_ : He sought to temporize on' the' Emstern Zurape question. But:those
aervous and ungbeble leaders forced his hanf, Here (dp elgewhere) it became:cle
'that he ‘canrot control then any lomger. And ho cantot control them-ag he-didd
the Wallaos' question because he has no line opposite to theirs,” For ‘what'they did
from political ingtadility he found himself cormelled to do from political necegs
sity. VWhen the firet documents giving the new fdeas arrived in Yew York, they .=
threw the Americen Ieadership into fury. The S.W,P, leadership. declared: No'.
workers! atate without proletarien revolution. Iut after e few monthe'-ihe. leades
turned over and joined what he hed attacked ns being the road to rudas: = .- -

. Personal peychology here, as always in serions politics, Tades into
the baclground, All of them for their Parious reasons were coupelled’ to follow ™
in the end the gare political line. And the groatest political crime of .all) hes:
been. comnitted as always by thé most serious politicisn among- them, - For his:; .
notivation was undoubtedly to hold his party together., He sasrificed political
prineiple for the soke of the orgenization.  Thore iam a word for this An politics
it 1a cliquibm, Abern was a.cliguist in 1940 end repeated this prastice An the
W.P, Thig ig the reason why the tendency torrowed the name -of Johnpon,’: the. only
internationel figure who, though outside the political movenent, af ter. Trobekyt

- deeth symbolized implacable hortility to Stalinien, It is 'thia which made the -
tendenoy call iteelf 'Johngon-Forest! but mever "Abern"; and-it is for this ver
clignian that we had to take the initiative and eut him off in-1946,. Qury -
experience in the W.F. porticularly ennbied us to understand these paople’ very
well, o _ ; - S

Thege are the lendora who talk about fifmees, THe.vaolllatisn

*to olde of Shaohtman and thé-‘Shachtmaniltes"hava their diract;

. leaps fron side
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' oounterpa.rt it the pnrallal behavior of tha leade;,a of the 5. W.P‘

. Orgundzation fonown politics. We now lmow tant umy crtmaa
carrded out by the Ieaderahip are cer{:ain of the protaation of the nost h.'lghly
placed, FKe orly lends hig greater wis oo ‘and ex-erience to asalit them to carry
out more ‘capably the degenerate ;gol:lticu and orgnni....tional prz-ctices t6-which

+

The §.4.P. is the W.P. Cver Agedn

We wrote in the Eﬂ.lm:m S&e.air

¥ The W.P. bns 0o nolicy, neither ca the charncter of*the ewoch
nor on the nzture of the Stoliniet parties nor on Amerieen v rerapectives nor on
the Nesro guestion, Therse is complete 'democracy! —— p peri‘ect exarple of g
democratls jungle, But in politice at a given moment it i necessary to say
something decigive, The party learns then fron Shachtpan vhat the 1ine is end

.4z 1ts uncertainty and confusion mist follow. Deldnd al), the anarchistic freedon -

. of apeech the one solid political reality. is Shechtman's political .responsa at a

" giver moment to political and organizational pressure by which he decides the R
‘ wolltical line for today. The result is the lender nrineinle and elique pﬂ]itiqu DT
L carried. %0 an extreme’ degrea.“ (p. 18) R ‘

" Tho S w.o. has now arrived at the semo aituation. "’heir attach-

f

nant to the "organization in and for 1t=elf irrespective of politics or prineipled . :

conduet is all. that r.a‘l.ters. What 1e Staliniam, whet 45 Ttolen, what ia a

- ".centrist’ _parf;r, nobocu- lenows, At & a,:lven monent the loader- dscides nnd. the rasf, e
i fonow. : L _ R R )

o

We said of the W.P. in tha Balance S.;\aat-

“As the patt;—-‘bour,geo...s damcrats of’ a'h. stripes aeak to: protact -

‘the -iurocrq.cy o? lactions and votes in & woz-ld goiny to pleces, - so-the pas -
. -'nour 70018 :Fevolutior-ries ‘seek fra,nticnhy to praserve democratically thﬂir
- ;;;viawa aud the:!.r tiuco:.%ical life,! .’.'L‘hia for- tham is Ahe ‘}nl‘t"f. ,' (

+ -

The S,% .1’. hag now renched. the snrne strge‘ ""he seme nl:lq,u.ﬂ.su,

L the sama en\.less diacuaaion of 1deolo;-1ca1 differevcea. the sa::e willingnaas to

% ngree;to dlsagron < all these .climxed the retrogreselionist nolitics of 4he WP,
.- - These ars now present An full force 1n the S.W.0, Anr., as nlwaye, this 1s call ed

. democracy. . _ o o

e 7..“’.

e The o‘bJactire rnote of the degeneration are the saaqé; Dnsic&ll,v

the world. eituation todey 1s tunt there. ars two great sagses of onpitel. compatin,,
‘for world nastery, the U,8.4, and the U.S.5.R. .Each of thene Im.s 1te own lsboy

*-bureauoracy: the ene, the Social-Depocracy,” the other, Stalinisr, .wavolutionary”

politicn must oppose bath from the basis of the rwolutiono.ry nrolef.nriat or 'bc

\continually drmm in one direction or another,
."

SR Wo ghall show thag nei.ther ‘the's, W.I’. for the W.P; peos the

fproletarinn ravolution in:the U.8, as a real:latio possibility, Henco #seh . L
‘capltulates-to the lsbor burzauoracy, the one in the fornm of. ‘Ieubherisn a.nd. bln, T
‘other in-the form of Stmlinien. The W.P. ‘tries to build the Politicaily . )

organized lpobor rovenent nround Reuthor ne an arena ih whioch it can work nné o

.Erov. . Ag long ae it is given tqe -chnnge to make loud derlarstionn of prinoiple, e

11: mu work for Reu'ther or ;ldin any [ Bositlbn atrong, enough. The S, I‘f-P. in
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1ts own sphere does exactly the sane, It peeles in the growing power of Stalinism
folbow rvomt in which to find a place for dtself. It will Join with Titolen
which seems able to offor some basa, The politice) tendencles we have long ago
defined. The concrete symptons are new and in thelr wsy ccnclusive, '

In the 3Jalance Sheat wo insisted on pace after page that the
dageneration of the W.P, was dus to its incapacliy to pose Yo itrelf the revie
Intica in the United States., Dut we insisted froro the first page to the lest
that this wes an experlence of lntérnational significance, Section VII, page
26, we entitled MlLessons of .the American Zxperjence for the Internationsl,? We
wrote: IThe French Majority and the Dritish Mnjority chov toe nany sigas of
beginning in 1947 whore the W.P. tegen in 1939. It le not suggested that they
met inevitably follow the same course, Svs the Joknsop-Forest tendency can
speak with mseurance of this. If they 'do not call a halt, but pureue the lire
to the end, their degenefation’ and bankruptcy will be nore swift and complete
thpn the degeneration and bankruptey of the W.P." -

‘We repeated over and over again the phrese: "D Te Fablula'
Narratur,” 1.0, thisz stery is being told in reality ebout you, - ¥e meant to enyt
Wa are talking sbout the 'W.P., tut you are golng the same way. :

r

In our réasolution of j191+8 we wrotes

TPhe World Congress will fail to echiave its. elezentary tasiks if
‘it does not racognize that two dangerous tendencies have penctrated deep into .
the International., One tendancy répresented by the I.K.D. and the Shachtranites
wavers continously betwoen the proletarian revolution and an implicit ‘Manghavisn,
The other, represented by the present Freuch Minority (Geoffroy Tendency)wavers
continuougly between the proletarian revolution and Stelinism,  Tae organizetions
sl strength of these tendencies 'is of ningr significance. In the United States .
the revolubionsky movensnt over tha years has suffored repeated blows from the’
constant penetration into its ranks of the theory of Auerican, sxceptionalismy
the complete dlzappenrscce from the scene of the W.P.’ would not docrsase, 'i$ -
could increage, the denger of this tendency in cisguised fornm, These tandunclen -
represent n great potential danger because they are the reflection within the '
. revolutionary movement of the basic forces of the counter-revolutions Tho one.
tendency reflects the power of imerican inmperialism, the other the power -of -
Stalinist Hussia, The one tenderoy is refracted directly into the labor Wovement
‘through the Soclal-Democracy, the other through the Sialinist parties. 3Bub in
the revolutionary movement, both these forces are united in.a common fuadamental.
prenfse -~ their sceptiocisn and pessinlesm of the cepacity of the- proleteriat to
achieve the internationn) socialist order, sole solution to the universal -crisis
end “the most immodinte needs of the massen. -It is the strupgle egainot these - .

gendencles eround widol the World Oongrese must revoive,t o .

o

Yo ncoéptbd the gu.i.dan'ce-af the Movemont with our eyas’ open. , Wo
tried not to be offenalve in tone tut we warerapsoluﬁaly clears S

- - Trom this inovitable degeneration we.sxcluded the E£.W.P. We -
praiged Oannon's Tha Usmips Amsrican Revolution, We quoted from it, We wrotés
"Phat 1g the key to the past, the present and the future of the American bOve. .+
ment.“‘ ('po 23) o : ) : e T ’

"y E .
[ , .o

o Dut thst turned out to be a flash in-the pan. The degeneration
is now complate, the WiPs to Menshevism and the S.WoP. to Stalinlame The . -.
sonerate phenomena of degenerationore the sama in both partice, This we shall
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traco to tha and, .
Just as the W.Ps plays with tho Sodial=Democrncy, while denounsing

Americen imperialien ead the 1abor bureaucracy, the S.W.P. plays with the Stal-
inist partles, while dencuncing the Russian bureaucracy, and the Copmunist par~
ties. Juat as we look clomely at both these unprincipled mareuverers, it Yocomes
clear thet the S.WWPe 1s infinitely worse, - Thelr so-called defense of Ruasin is
the most shameful and unmitigated dishonesty we have aver seern orheard of in
the revolutionery movement, Defense of a workers! state or n colonial country
carries with it dertain clear-cut and very sdrious obligationa, These hypoerit-
ical scoundrale have led e whole movenent to dismster, ruined thenselves and
thousanda of revolutbinnaries, besuirched the principles for widch Trotsky fought
ell his 1ife, pl1 Iin tiie nnse of the dofense of Lussia and now that the chips
are down, they sqidris out' of the concrete steps in which they ought to eduente
the party to carry out its tasks. In the ¥.P. at any rote there are asoma who
coms boldly vut for their counter<revolutionary ‘pro-izperielipt position, But
in the S.W.P. und the whole Fourth Interpafionel, despite discreet but repeatad
proddings on our rart, there is a common understnnding to ignore and ropudiate
end forget nbout the practical consaguences of their Rugsian position. This is
the way to ruin n6t only yourcelves but all the.young reople who come eager to
learn principled politics -and ready to sactifice thengelvae, We ars leavifg .
tids sehool of decelt, of falsification and of caleoulseted dishonesty in this
"nost serious of political pnlicles, ! : .

The Pot and the Eotile : o S,

' .. Ya are finighed for good and all"'wit);'thst which now calls itself’

Trétﬁkyism. We 'are not forming & _thi_.rd Protukyiat tendency in the Unlted States, -
The two oxlsting wiogs typified by Chnnon and Shachtomn are in-thelr very egpence -

one, It ip the world struggle of the two great maomes of capital in Ameriea and:
Rusala whicli keeps these iwo wings of Trotekyisn npart tron each other today,
Neither bases itself on the opposition of the proletariet to capitalist barbarisa
which we Navé analysed and detalled so carefully, Doth want some intermedinte
atage, soms helping hand from a eection of " the lsbor burseucracy, wntil thoy cen
arrive at the head of the messes, The W,D, chose the more recentiy expandad -
labor bureauermcy developed in the C,I.0, énd in the Dritish labor offiecialdom, .
The 3.W.P., guarding old traditions, chose the conquests of the Stalinist
bureaucracy. They are ungble to give up bankrupt political Dpositions Dedauae
thic invclves not ldeas, but a ébneeption of themselves, of their own role;, of
the gape in the socinl crisis whlch they expect to flll. Note how the W.R. ,
Jurped at the opportunity te do some propagandistie et organizational work for
Reuther; note tio S.W.0.!s vanting eagerness to 2o the game for Fito, Howe and
Widick Juptify this by saying that Routher is an unfinished personality, Ths
S.W.P. bases its politics on the view thaot TMiols persouality is alse unfinished
aud ‘it looks sajerly at Mno for a orieis in his, The accusing fingers pointed
at each other nre that of a man looking at his ovn image in a mirror, That the
§.WoP, and W.P. cannot -live ‘with:each nther is legs slgnificant than thelr
compatability with cectiona of ‘the labor buresucracy, The crying shanh of the
whole businese is that neither bureaucracy has the nlightest use for these®
unprinciplod fiaguents who have just’ encugh principle and past o prevent thon

making ‘the full steps. 3oth are doomed,

The mbondoument of the proletariat implicit in the abova.positions
is now pbaolutely explieit, The 85.W,P. refused to hear the waraisg elgnala, not®’
of "JohnaonwForest! tut of- the American proletariat, which refused to-tecoms the
lenot Lit. interosted or enthuged abiout the rdsalventurea of Tito in the.world

1445
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divided by Truman and Stnlin, The "Hbutherdtec®, the Natiop, the Ney RBepublic,
the Dritish Forelgn Minlstry — all thaps who were denounced week afier week in
the Militant ~ becams quite nnturally better Titolste than the S5.¥.P. The
Fourth grocloimed that the Yugoelavian evente would de for 1t what the Russian
Revolutlon did for the Third, Instead it sorved to tesr the heart out of the
confidence and loyalty of these revolutioniate toward their cwn leadership and
organization, . ) . .

Only a eummer ngo the beat cadres of the S.W.P. wore to be prepared
to svberk for Yugosluvis, They nevor went, Dut the S.W.P. lost its ¢lasg
moorings in the process, Flirtations with the counter-revolutionnry labor
bureasuciacy are pnid for heavily in the present stege of the world crieie.
Xobody bothers to ask wvhy the grent Yugoslav revolution has so abruptly and
completely dispppoared from the pases of the Militant because it is manifest
that no enswer ig poesible.” The demoralization of both ranks and leaders thus
becomos united ma one complets. proocase, If 4t is necessery Yo know negatively
what the Tito experience hes meant to the American proletariat it ip necegsary
only %o look at the S.,W.P. This will constitute a very brief chapter in "The
Btruggle for the Proletarian Party that is yet to be written; | . -

o The oaly internmationsl left to Shachtman is that of the labor
advisers of the Amsrican State Department. -That the W.PI cannot Join then is
through zo fault of its owne The only international left to the S.W.P. is. that
of Hao and Tito, That the 5.W.P. is not includod amory thege is not from lack
of tTylnz, When Tito hinself is not avallable, it will errbace the ‘spaller. )
version == O, John Rogge, former U.S. District Attorney, Stalinist Attorney,. and
now Titolst attorney, For years the W.P. wept Jbitter tears denying responsibil=-
ity for Burnhan, . The 8.W.P. can now digclein responsibility for Rogpe. Dui the
organic nature of olass politiis 1s revenlod precisely in such situations. . ‘

‘We wrota 1n our political resolution for the Fourth that the

Stalinist tyronny and the tyranny of the lsbor bureaucracy in England end Auepica

, are en identical ataye of development, The W.2, and §,W.P. sre todsy Sdention)
nt the loyal critles of the compeiing sections of the world labor buresuersacy,
It is the workers who feol thig dnstlncsively and therefure do-not respond.. The
W.P., therefore, finds the proistariat hurled back to the tasks of feudulism,
leaving Ehg W.Ps as the sacred guardians of democraoy. . The 5.W.D., five yeare
later, discovers the proletariat doomed to Stalinivm for at least two hundred
Yyears, leaving for itself the task of gumeding nationelized property from Staiin,
who, 1%t eppears, bheo a weakness for privata property. The prolevariant is
elininated from theoretical, practical and organizaticoal conslderationa, ‘the
WP, could not meke 14s way to Reuther, now the S.W.P, to Tito, without first.
condueting the most viclous assault against "Johnson Forest!, The ranke are not
congdlidated by such struggle, but demorglized by the goesaip, intrigue and
brutelity. They suspeot that there ig some unidentitiable scmething in what 4s
denonaced as Johmeonismi the last barrier to vesriness, stagnation and doworale
dzation, The fate of the W.P, after 1945 and of the S.W.F. after 1950 constltute
the climax of one continuous movement, - S :
On every essontial political issuo each party in its own spherse.
behaves in the same way, The W.P. dodged responuibility for the Carterits belief
that bureasusratic collectivisnm is the next stage of humpnity, Sopetimes they
denled i%, But when this poeition pressed heavily upon them, thoy sdid that the
ongses would declde., We said that if the party does not decids the guastion for
itgelf, ther there ig no party, . ‘ .

1446




=B=

Tan S.W.P. loedershi: fought pro~5talinien, The pressure of
objeative davalopments nal the mowre powerful pressures of hig owvn frantic cadre F
erveloped the leader, Ho personally could 2ot acceph the conturies of degener-
ated vorkers! states. He could net decide whether the Staliniat partles cowld
lesé the socinlist revolution or not, He fell back on the characteristic
Shachtonnlito evoclon =~ tha workers will deeide. The whole Interpptional and
_ thoce whe follow its idoas ere now 25reed that the nasses wlll decice vhother
Stalinisn 1s to loal thw proletarian revelutlon or not,

Phe §,7.Py-and WoP. may have <ifferent p.ilegiancea. Dut their
nethed is the cane.

Yo nre uot describing the futuze-of the S.W.P. Thig ig where it ig
todny. A serious iaiividusl cen continue to. make his herols exortions individ~
ually, reslat domorplization individually,-but- in the end he cennot escape the
effect of the party. The logic of politics 1s toyund any individual. intentions,

The S,W.P. 1c obsessod wiih spectiation as to }aols and Titols
future intentions, That 1s the path of rulnation, not for Hro or Tite, who do
not hnve 2 bother with such fonlishness, but.for the §.,W,P, Mao and Tito emn
ewlbeh from Ruscian imperialisnm to Western imperialisnm without battiag an -
eyelash, They are rulers of statea and adminigtrators of the proletariat, Dut
for the wunfortunnte S.Y.P. there is the burden and erucifixion of Lenin'a State
and Ravolution,  Pablo must war incessantly sgainst 4t, There &re ths archives
‘of, Trotuky filled with incessent antl-Stelinist cxposition. Thesé mmst remaln
ng nrchives, ~There are the "rivers of blood" gpeparating the two class political
tendencles; - imese muct be. crossed over, No menterehip, no natter how hardened
tne eadresg, can survive such manipulations with that: which is toat viable in 1ts
past. The greater the hardening, loyalty end devotion in its pret, the more .

. sudden end profound its collapso, or the more complete the internnl corrosion.

Stalinfem £nd the Proletariat

o Only a few brief vwords are necessary lbere to contrngté our own
position, Thé W.P, and the S.W.P. like to believe that the "Johnson~Forast!
theory of state caplialiem ig & literary theory, Nothing can da further from the
truth, and the final proof is the beniruptoy and degeneracy of those who think

- 'so, Wi31 they explain why theoreticians of the Ukranian resistanco to' Stalinisn’
are aleo state-cepltalist? Why most of the newe we gat from behind the Iron
Ourtain shows that state capltalism now dominmice peliticel thought?  Why' the
whole Stelinist machine denounces preclsaly thir theory? fhe theory of state

. capltalien is the only theory for building the revolutionary purty on an .
international seale in this epoch, '

There are pauy kinds of supnorters of the theory of state capltmiism. -

We have made it perfectly clear that ours §a not a theory dealing prinarily with

Rugein, It in a theory vital to- all aspoote of nolitice at the pregent timo,

In hor reply to Warde nnd Wright, Foreat has pointed out that at a given stage

of capitaliem 1t 1g tha dusiness of revolutionary Marinm to elucldato and define

the specific stage of the ravolt of %the. proletariat, The Comuwe was one type of

rovolt., The Bovirt was another, The particular type of revolt of- the proletar-
ipt is slwnye in striot correspondence to the specifie stage of development of

‘capitaliem, In the early .stnges of the industrial revolution the proletarint

formed untona, At a later stage it built mase Socled-Democratic parties, Lanin

deftned his period ns tiw poriod of the strussle of the mass against the labox
arigtocracy end itc fominatizn of proletarian politice, Btnte capitalien for us
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4e that stnge of capitailsn {n widch not the lphor aristoeracy but the labder

burentorecy as such tecones ti:» nain enemy. The specific type of proletarion -
rovolt is the politdcal forn corraaponding to the goclalizetion of production,
The ain is to deairoy vureaucrncy as a cabesory. Thig 1g our analysts of atato
aapitelien, explaining Stalinlen and the new Gevelopment of the Social~DenocTacy .
Tt explaine aiso the difference betwoen the individuslistlc petty-hourgepls. "
intelligentsie of the perlod of 1914 and the gdniniatrative bureancratic type of
patty~-bourgeois tntellecturl which in combination with the lsbor leadership

poeks to sipinister nationallzed property today.

‘ Trom this theory aslone can a party bz built to prepare itgelf for
. the proletarian resvolution. All political tendencles atiune themaelves to

1igten to-the impulees of clasees eud gections of classes, .Upon our aniry iato
the S.W,P. we wrote sone articles for the Militant deaeribing ‘how Lenin listened
to the Bugeian worker of 1917. .fPhe S.W.P. listens only for the secrat conver—
sations between Mao and Stalin, Tito and Stalin. This at o time when the whole
pecret of revolutionery politlcs 11es in the dslly open conversations which the
massea of workers engsge in with each other, Shachtman too was at his pitiable
‘bepst in- deseribing what Boosevelt, Churchill and Stalin said to each other at
Yalta and Teheran. . '. : : ‘

: The workerse under Stallnism are engagoed in 2 4ally dezdly war with
their now master clase, They.are objoctively in a position where they forma -
gerious conception of the soclety under which they 1ive and of the new socledy
which they desire, This is the only way that the proletariat 1n a world ruth
leesly divided botween Truban and Stalin, lives as an internationnl forces The

 &.W.P. does not hear them becpuse it cannot, The mpsges behind the Tron: Curtaln
are insulated from any belief in the progressiveness of Stalindst degeneration,
Everything fiom behind the Iron Curtain will bo defeatist and will tolerate:.so
cnsense sbout workers? statism, ' The Fourth International began from opposition .
to Stalinisn by a small politichl grouping: Today it 1s the masa opposition to
Stalinien which baffies the Fourth end marke 4ts doom. oo

.

R . . . .‘1 e
_ The Letter of Natelin Trotell_q;'_ )

ifter six years of valn effort to sorrect thie degeneratica, Fatalis

Troteky firally broke with those wlo were perpetrating it Sono passages of hor
letter will bear repetitiom: , - _— . -

i1¢ ghould be clear to everyone that ‘the revolution hne-been complately destroyed
by Staliniem, Yet you continue to pay that wnder %his unepeskable regimo, Euenia
1g still » workers! etate. I congider this e blow ab socinlign, Stalinien and
the Stalinist state have nothing wiptever {n conmon with tho workers! stete or
with soclaliam, They ars’ the worst and the mosi ‘dangerous enenias of soclaiism
gnd the working c].g.ns." ‘

She says mgain of Eastern _;.a}ui-dpe:

"Dy coneideripg that the Stalinist burcaucracies cgtallished workors! atates in
theso countries, you ansign t0 it a progressive and even ravolutionsry role. By
propagating this monat>ous falsehood to tho workevs! vanguard, you deny to the
Pourth Internctional all ithe bagle reason for exivtedce as the world party of the
socialigt revolubion. ‘Io the post we slvays congiierod Stalinism to be a countors
cevolutionary fovce in every scnee of ‘the term, TYou no longer do so. Dut I
continue to do so. ' T ‘ o
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I1n 1932 and 1933, the Stalinists, in ordcr to fuztify their slamolese capitu-
lation to Hitlerism, declared that it weuld mosdor littles 4f the Fancints came
to powsr, becausc sociliem would come aftcr and throuzh tho rule of Faseism,
Only dshumnanizod brutes without = ghred of socinlist .thought or spirit could
have argued this way. E‘nw. notwitiustanding the revelontionavy alms which animete
you, you naintain tha% tho deepotic Stalinist roesctim which hag triumphed in
Eagtern Turope is ono ef the roads through which -roclaliszm will eventually comoe
This viev sarke an irremediable break with the pri’oundost comvictions alwaya
held by owr movement &nd vhich I continue to hold," :

%in irremedicble break with the profoundast convictions always
held by our movement...%

Thege wordg we can testify to be true. They have been domonsirated
politically in the hailing of Tito's meneuvers ag ths road to Leniniam, in
calling Tito!s oroalk with Stalin ond his few phrases abeut world revelution,

" the croatest thing that hee bappened to the Feurth International in all the
‘vears of its existence. This is truc In one respect, in that such a otatement
is the greatest shame and scandal which hag ever overtaken tho movoment, We
did cur best. We wrote:

The past record of theo CBY 13 a record of unwavering support of
Stalinist Russia and the Communist Internmational, It has supportod Stalinism
in its persecution of tho Russian worlmrs, ita slave labor. ¢armps, its Moocow
Trials, its mommanta], lies, its botrayal of proletaria.n revolution, its . -
su.m'ii‘icmg of the proletariat of whole nationg, its assassinationa. its
inealeulable cuntributions to th a harburism which is now onting a.ww' at humn
sociaty. )

“Ths éonception that "Johnason-Forest” have of the Fourth Intarna.t-
ioml doss not includs collaboration with there eluedts but' has alwnys seen
them as the worst enemios of the prolstariat and the arzanic foes of evarything
for which the Fourth Intorn.xtlonel must ntand. LI tates +alism and Yorl ‘

Reuplytion, pn.61)

"Tho idea that Titos-doclaration in Tavor of Loninism ~~ end
. these.arc nethinmg to the declarations of Stalin' in favor of Loniniam ~ to Lo
. .declars that this is the gxea.test event in the history of Trouskyism seo far.
and the hope of oir movament for tho future, i3 to strike a terrible blow at
21l that wo ave stood for in the past, The future of tho Fourth Internstional
reoste, as 1t has always reasted, upon the progress we have mads with the revelue
_tlonary proletariat in 1.~'rae.0m.:|.1able strugg].a \d.th burcancracies of a.11 and.
every kind.“ (rb;g,p.sz) . -

- . e could. not say wahat ataliz said but within the linita of mr
situation iz tao 5. W.P., we said what wa could.
But now 2 task remz2ins to be done which only we can do, .Ie shnll

shew that wo bore all thim political dogeneration with cxemplary pntience and
forbearance, Hever in the hirctory of the whole Trotelgrist povement haw o
ainority tendency conducted itsolf with the devotion, the loyalty, the restraint
and the readindss to perform all tasks which bave distingnished ocur nearly four
yeors' ctay in the S.W.P.  Even after the letter of Matella we mintai.ned our
dipciplined attitvude, We were zlrendy in correspondonce with Fatalia, bui
conpulted with the §,W,P, leadorsiip as to whot would bo its attitude te our
continuation of that corrospondonco snd how wo oould help them to malntaln at
ienst porgonal relationg with hér. Butb since tiaen the totality of our exporiemces
both or.anizetiocnnlly and politicslly has baccmn seo much for wo, We shall show
hov tho internationnl politienl dogeneration evurigsee itself concretoly in tho
life of tho two Trotckylst porties where most +f us havo spont tho lzs$ ten years,
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Ihe Trotekylaots and the American Question

S Let us briefly review our anal;rais of the W.P. which we
made In 1947, It was an analysis of the WeFu; dut the S.W.P. leaders did not
know (go insensitive are -thoy), -that in seetion after section it was intended ag
a warning not only to the Internetional, but. to them. They thought that thoy

vere being friendly and considara..e to us, In raality they .were on trial, Ws
had made the experience in the W.P, and e undersi:ogd_. from early that the W.P.

WuE & section of T"otskyism in the b_l:gteg St&tea,
'."hi.s is- the courge of developmsnt of the W.DP.s.

1. The W.P..left the S.W.P. in 191#0 Its main, pu.rposa was tr,\ bui].d a mass ._-’
party io the United States, . T . ‘. ’

2, It attempted to do this by typtcal Mensnevik methods, denuncia.tion ar
copitalist profits-and crimes, immediante demands,.and Plenty for ‘A1l in the .
futere . 9.11 _baged upon the -conception of the A.marican proletariat as essentinlly;_
bnc..”s-'a.d. dnot ready :t‘-o:' tho revol.xticn. T el T

3. ite main expec.ation uf revolution vas from the auropea-.n Masses. -’-‘

4, By 319 1t :Ea.cad acf-ord:mg to :I.ts 11ghte, total fe.i]ure. It recogn.‘.zed—that -
1te mass dlstr i‘bub..ons of the paper-had ted nowhere. and that its attempts to :
build trade union cencuses had back-fired. 'The 3 ;~uropean revolution had not’ coma.’

The V.P. therefore turned to.

. -
L

a) 1nter-party polemica with the o.n’..P. -

) on the gaestliorn of wohd. wewaluiion It tl,u-nad to the theory of retr&gression.
3y this theouy it could Zook fur suivabion to tha Scelal-Damceracy, -

¢) .a sustained atbempt.to hound ".J::Lm.ou Forest" out of 'l.ha pa:ty.

The unity nﬂgotir—‘.t Lca8 were on_y an interlu.da. Since then
it has con?-inv.ed uncheckec!. .‘.ta cowrse towari Menshevism.
' T AL baia we docunanted fu.‘LJ.z and camnletely. a.nd shali .
:'efer to only as necessacy. - In i94€, in: detad.;ting, the uni.on policies of- the vr.p. .
we ga.ve a specitic warnizng.to the S. WoPu.r 1

< h

MMe S.W.P., and the 'srall mass party':s Tho 'small mass
party* conception 1a no pera.c-ml gverration of {aavads Trber, The party-mist -
rexgaize it es i1 osaeave che resul: o tho Doiatieal inexperienco of the
American proletariat and long yenmrs of strugegle againat the usurpation of ‘rove
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olutlonnry! leadareldip by Stalinism, The party :mct eopecially recognize that in
rojecting Erber's idoez and perticuwlarly their : nifectabions in the bullding of
the party, it will bo doing far more than pubtlr, iteelf on the right road |
towards bullding tas Zolshevils Party. It will slse help to correct tho faleo
gourge of the 5.1.P., and lay the basls for an eifective uniiled organization.

AThe S.W.P. practices the fomall maes party’ conception
in a form concealed (and to some extent corrected) by its strenuous attempte to
ndhere to the atrategic conceptions of Troteky. Parallel to 1ta zenuine:
-revolutionery tezpor in propaganda in concrete trade urion activity it builds
illusiona among its mombership about ite influence in the unions and lesding the
woricers in mass struggles, COnly a powerful masas party can attempt to exercise
the organizational fugction of leeding workers in day-to-day struggles without

i, succunmbing to opportunizm, and

i5. having tie work of its members swept awny by obvious

ina‘bility to withstand the pressure of the trade union bureaucracy whenever
these wish to dastroy the influence of the propaganda group. '

UThe past hiatory of the party (Los Angeles .ant Philadel-
phis) show, and the inevitable puncturing of the 1liusions of the 'S.w._P. ‘will
show, that only s 'corrsct conception of its function cun save the Fourth Inier-
nationsl from diverting its precious energleg into fruitless and. demoral.‘.zing
chadnols.” (ullding the Jelghevik Party, p-18-19). - : i

. "That was cleaer enoug‘x. = knew then wha.t these wiee man
are oaly dust 'beginning to gli.mpsa. .

~ 1. The whole- attempt to bulld cancuses and menipulate in the un.{onn would, conw
fuse and disorient the msm'bership. sovt diatrust in thoge workers looking on; and
eventually hewe to be a‘ba.n&oned however unnbtruslvely.

2. Woth:lng would save the American ‘perty unlese.1t ‘baged 1tgelf on t.he proletar-

-ian revolution iz the United States as a concrete universal, viewed 212 delly-
politics as a mnifestation of thip, ehd educated 1tael:r from toP to 'bottom on
this. . .

3. .Politically, in the United Stntes, revolutiona.ry ‘politics i.n our epoch must
bs based upon the coniliet betwesn the masaes ‘and the buresucracy.

.'ﬁ;g ,Egomige g,; &he Amerdcen B g],utio;;

Cannén's Comipg &Lﬂ&_ -\evo] ution wae the h..gh voint of
the S.W.P. It came after the tremendous strikes of 1945-46, We halled it, but .
whoever, reads tho Balsnge Sheet can see that we had reservations, e distrusted :
__the theorat..ca.l premise of the document, In fact it had nana.

We saw the American proletariat as part of this spcci.fic
atage of the development ‘of capltalism,

We saw that the line of class demarcation was between the
dnerican proletarint and tbe labor buremveracy, the bodysuards of capital, For
us the bureaucracy did not in any senga represent the vroletarist. The proletar-
iat wae not dackward, dut revolutionary. The whole aim and purpoue of the
burecucracy was to demoralizs the revolutic..nry character of the proletariat,

Ve are Marwxlots and t..:afore sober, ¥e promised the
revolutlon tn no one at any time, For us tio Amerdicnn Revolution wad a strategic

o

<
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perspectlve, 4o be constantly deepened theoretically as the proletariat dtgelf. . !
devaloped, We sald over and over sgain and in every concolvable way inthe ™ ST
. Balance Sheets "3 revelutionary party ip any country lacks sound :foundntip_ns»_ B
unless the perspestives of the revolution in thet couatryars the grenite found=
atlon of the progrem and explicit in every braach and shede of 1ts activity.® . -

N

- Ye called for the Americanization of Lolshevism, We rerdnded Do e
the International of Trotoky's ingistence that the Americen movenment perticilarly T
mst despen ite understanding of and apply the dialectic in the United States, . ..«
This was not theory for the sake of theory or culture or for the broadening of
the mind, but concrete education for the class otrugglo. In tho United States, ,
above ail, to bulld the party it is necessary for tho vanguard to be armed with RIS
the theory of sudden violent eruptions of creative mase activity, In the A
Balance Sheet we quoted extensively, from our 194% document on Zdvucstion, Propam- -
Bonda and Azitsation., We mapped oub the tasks with regard to Amerieanization and
Internationslization, Americanization and the Problems of Hodern Culture, Amena’
. 1cenization and Historical Materlalism, Americanization and Labor, Americand saton
. .and Marxign Economics, Americanization snd Dialectical Materdalism, .. i 7

., We lmew that eithor the 5.ifP. would see this olearly, do tlite
work pnd take these steps, or it would be totelly lost, :It.1g now loaby": IE:

- hed this ip the U:S,, it would never have run after Tito. The party would
- risen up egelnst any Titoization of Americen Tolthevigm,  But at that time,’

though cur ideas were clear emough, they were abstract, We came in deternin
to malie the experience thuroughly and completely, T

: .- 411 thls vas and s Greek to-the S5.ILP. We goon found, out that;

Jhe Coming Amarigen Agvelution had boen teleu by the memberghip and_soms lende
-literally as a promise and as & reward for the *aacrifices" of which. they. are s o
painfully conscious. For them the revolution was on the order of :the. day. iand
whon it did not como, disillusiomment set in, .2y the fall of 1947 e long:.

. mournful vall of o-speech by the leader, showed clearly in what a suparfiels
sphers of ideas the perty, from top to bottom, moved. Tasy had the mental::.
attitude of children who had been promised. candy avd had been disappolnted,- .
were told to be patient and be good children and the candy would come goms

.. This wae the situntion iz the S.W.P. when ths beacors of hope
flared from the.colors of Tito's break with Stalln, . To us the S.W.P. léadership
secmed Yo go atark staring mad, The public statement that Tito and ks Tierd dism
were the greatest things that had ever hnppened to Irotslylism, the public - . =
" statement that the daric night of Trotslylsm was-over and the dawn -~ T144 '~ had
. mow appearad, those revesled the morass of holplesenese and deopair that - o
permocted the cadres of the majority, Here maybe vag a woy out and witha .
growing momentum they clutched at 1t, . Lo

'
PP U
R

_ Exnctly 1lkke the W.P, with a now policy the S.W.P. lenders Sanu-’
factured grandiose visiors of the vast galng to be made in the Tuzoglav GO
itios in the United States, They reported their daily interviewe wiﬁh-hi,fg'iahqﬁs

~in the Yugoslav commanities who confeseed that only now did thoy undsrgtand. .
Trotskylem. The Yugoglov leaders and ranks undaretood, Trotakyism so welli that
vo doubt if to this day one oingle Yugoslav in the Unitod Stnton haz boen won -
over to the S.W.P. . : e o R

BT

o L Thie further paved the way for the leap ‘towards Stﬁlﬁ._nj,:sp':.‘ . ._Eé.‘_éb'tf
7with o similar erisls and not scoing the revolution anyuhero, the VP, faatened
on to retrogressionism and sought a placs for itself in the intorantional” Sociads?

ki
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Demo,racy. " The u.W.P. grabbed on to Sta.linism instead. Di“ferent aa thax ma;r
appasr 1o be, the root in each case is hopelessnest aboub the proletarian r\cvo-
1utich in the United States a.nd hopolessne 38 e.bou.t the proleta. ian ravo..x.t‘ on
in Surope. ' - ,

Iceological Offengive Without an Ideol oY

: Tiks the S.V.D. %cday, the ¥.P. carried out iis retreat %o .
ret*ogresszo:dsm rnd Social—numocracy with ch, "rcte-.istic dishonesty. Whab .ex-
actly was their perepective, we asked. them mercil:esl MLy rrobhed st the .
meuth, and until the unity negotiatiomns they cont .-.u.uubly ivtrited us to leave
the part;,r Tke S.W.P. is ecounlly dishomest, What 4s Stallsizas, we have aslkad
them. - Vill the masses ‘coavert the Staliniat partiee into rovoiutionary perties?,

" -fhey cacnot answer. And. 1il’e the W.P. the more rabid ones begin to -rish us oub

of the party.

e hnve seen thn.. the full recognition of .'d;a own o;-.nl:ruptcy drove
the ¥.P. into an ideological offensive sgaipst the S.W.P. The S5.W,P. in eiciiar

" clreumstances outlined its own ideclogical offenslve., It was to rout the SoclLol-

Democratic scridvblers, professere of oconomics and profescors of biloiogys Tuk’

the first requirement of an ideologlcal offensive 1s an ideovlogy and ihe 5: Vo
had nore.  The whole _attempt collapscd. ignominiously. 3By 1951 the ‘I.daologi..e.l
offencivé .hed "becomoon unending. spac.._ ntion es to vhether the rival vadisel
_partles, Soclmlist, Pregrossfve, Socialist Labor, wouud sun ‘elaction canmda.tas

in the electicns, leng‘_'_r_ng the name of & Socialist to the S.W.F. Finau.ly, juet ag;. -
‘the V. F. in 191&6 tocane o‘bsessed with the" "'burcaucr tic jungle" in the B:iW, P.,
there ',ms renewed in tne §, WiP. 'a concern with the goinbs—on within ‘the W; P. -

O LR The idaolagical heaz-t caf the B. Wi P, le tha ._7__1&511_‘; In its ap-

proach towa.r& the mnsses 1t is speaking to0. and -attempting to spealc for; it has o
"'reached nov where Labor dctioh wag in 1987, Trotslqr'*' remarks in 1339, ia the
e.cid test for all pare.rs of thig tyae-

"As it “is; the payer is dividad amor.e, vu.ricus m'xtcrs, sach of. whom 19 very good
‘.r.:t ccllect*vﬂ"" they do not pérpit the ‘worliars to the pages of the _A;In)lan'l " Ench .
of them speake for the workers ‘(end spealts very well) but’ nobody ‘will heor” the -
< workers,  Im aplta of the literaty brilliance,-to a certaln degree thae papar be-

. comes a vigtin of Jjournelistic routine, You 60 not’ hear at all Low Ahe’ no-km'.a
live, fight, ¢lshsh with the pdlics or drdnle w“u.nkw It is very dang erous for

the paper as a revolutionary instruvent for the perty. The task ia aect to make B
a psper tharough the joint forces of a akilled saitorial hoard but to engpurage

' tha vorkera to speal: for themse ves," (;n Defense of .ﬁ;xisn, n.‘liz q_uatoa in
the Balancs Sheet, p. 12). | ;

. Wo wrote of our expera.encas then ms wo can write now, "Aftor
fi.ve yeara in the factories the ILpuor Action has had to turn back to o pepor
written from the cent.ar in w‘ﬂ.oh the prolef.ari,aﬁ a8 prolotariat doea not appear. -

- -1 v’
The H:l"i t today is a radicnl rawrieo of the ; ,'
b0 avy 1mpox-mnt aruics.l.a of world news tho "claco angle® that it is B 'lie, ol
‘plot, a conspiracy, a crime of the 'bourgeoisia énd. the Bta.nniatu. and. you hava
the idsology of: the ML Eante . . .
For vears ‘we warnsd the frotakyista that vhat we cmlled this
"frenziod denunciation of thoevils of capitalism” would lead firot of nll 40 the -
demrali.zg.tion and’ dogonorat:l.on of tho party, i‘oday the Hilit:mt .‘Balon Gamaisn
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seers to the S.W.P. to be o great ordginal stroke of orga.ni ations It is not

pew. The W.P, hit on exactly the same fype of pol iticml Yactivity." The
motivation wae the sa.me. finding aomethir. for the membership to do.

AfteT a.'ll the e'tcitelmant of macs distridutions of Lﬂ___éﬁ‘_i_i_on'
the revolutionary perspective for Americe ﬁes reduced by Lator aection im 1947
t¢ an impotent sigh of denpair. ' .

““ow we are only marking time or do:.ng n side-straddle hoP.
There are worlcers who think tnat 1a‘bor has become iired of strikes. Maybe -go.
Tut we can vear ourgelves out ,,um'ain;_, up aad dows in one place.slso. The’ cap-
jtalist bosses think .they haye ldtor-licked, Ve know that is not true, out.
welve got to show them that it is rbt true. WYWelve got to do esomething woout
thie anti=labor biil. Iabor can defent this.pill, :That iz a little something;
not enough, but it is gomething.” (Batance Sheat, p. 32)

Four years later the lilitan t joins in vith its zroan rising from the vory .
depthe’ of long-expcrienced self—sacrifice. The Zditor addiresses 1ts new readers
iz this fasnion: .- . ’

’ Morat of 311, you mrentt sure whnt the facte are, I.early 9_11
the papers 1lie, The dig politicinns lie. The radio 1les. You feel alone, and
unable to do mach about thirgs, Sometines you aren't even slre¢ 1T ma;r'he tho'
trouble isn‘t with you i-zsj;ea.d of tha world... : .

"You cantt be telked ‘out o*‘ 'che ginnle fact i;)'ua.t 1t"u getting
harder a.nd. hardcr to get alonz; more mnd.morg difficulﬁ to fincl peace of mind..

‘Wfou're not lone in féé1ing. that way. Thore are milions of
Americans rig,ht now who feel' just like you' 'do. - oL

"IP a1 *bese ::eople cokﬂd get togpther :om('how...

"‘his is & ‘bru.tal se}f-port;rait-qf a pe.r ,y and & papsr going -
vhere at 21l as Inr an the proletnriat ir conceraed, o

w g gf 5S¢ Lf-":'gcrigigg : _
. -For "Johnaon-‘ﬂ'orost" the party .is the vmguard. The first

necesslty 1s to educat ¢ the "party; — The §,W.P. lendership with its abetract

. program ond its union preoceupations cannot educate tho party betause it is ite
galf completcly unedusated in Marxism. -Search the publications of twonty yenrs
*and you will not find n dozen articies on the proloterist in tho United Shatea

worth ra_pr!.nthg. On. what must be the life of:an American revolutionary party
they have nothing £0 eny.  When an article is- written on the fnew burganeracy, "
1t contains not a gingle yord ‘aboit the relationship of the bureaucracy to the

worker in production, Shachtnwn wrote n whole pamphlet on Hocialiph, tiae Hope

of Fumanity, which docs “a‘q an..xlyﬂc the revoli_;tiomu-v proletariat 1!1 o eldgle

paregraph, Rend Art Frois! “paphlet Sogislism nnd the Iralgfg_-_g Stata; - The
proletariat as a rovolutionary foree does not nppﬁar.. It"ie Shachtuan's

pasphtet all over ngaln. . . .

The finnl paralleliem is pathetic, The W.P. excurglen into arta
and lotters seemed $o us a crving shame, In thia world of the mid-twentieth
century, when the clasa strugsle s tenring all soclety apert, the WP, took
refuzo in bolles-letires, Jamee T, Farrell, Grecnberg nf Parti ligvlay, and
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others of thiy type hald forth while the werkers stayod awny in droveg, e view
without excitement the preseat apurt of liternTy revlows and oulture whial aow
attempt Yo give some life to the dull soul-sick prges of tho Kilitant, Thin is
nothing new to us. We hove secn it all bsfora. The precocupntion with good
books, good art, geod music, is nothing more thun the bourgeois coneception that
wvhat the proletarint needs &5 more "culture,?

Like the W.P, in its final stnges of dogenoration, the S.W,P,!s
oducation today consizts exclusively of interninnbie ropetitione af $tg Ldeslop.
ical diffcrences with "Johneon-Forest" and elaborate projests for clneses in
Cepltal, The W.F. celled upon its newest recruits from the bourgeois academic
world t¢ losd theee thcoretical foreys againpt "Johngon-Forest", In the S.¥W.P,
today A emattering of bourgeois erudition s guffiziont qualification for intelw
Jzetual ieadarshi.p in these futlle engagements, They neither iopress nor ctima-
late us te participation, In the W.P, ns in the S.W.P., we had nmaseed proof of
the theoreticel revisions with which the I.E.D. and the Stalinists were corrupt-
ing Marxist theory. Even the bourgeois theurcticlans had to take cognizance of
them, Dut the S.W.P. 1ike the W.2, pursues renorselensly its own deésiruction by
inglating that the main enemy is not retrogressionisn and Stalinism but "Johnzon-
Forest ,” ‘ ) .

The Stalinists are systematicalliy, with set purpose end with the :
whole welght of the stimter~revolutionasy state spparytus behind them, emasculpt-
ing Oapital of the workeras! revolt angd of the new form of vocial cooperative.
labor. It is their weapon bgainat the revolutionnry proletariat beiind the Iren
Curtain, The S,W.P, iike the W.P. puranes ite dreary seminare in Capital, for
what purposo in the preparntion of the venguard it is impossible to see. It has
bocome a family joke in both parties that these perennial setting-up exercises
‘rarely if ever gc beyond Chapter I. Whore as in a few ingtonces, Volumes Il and
ilI ere also completed, the accomplishmont appears to be a demonstration of
fortitude and cepacity for macrifico, : o .

The constent pleading for ®new, young blood" is the best confirm.
ation that such re-enforcements are not arriving, The particular tiredness whish
comdnatos the 3.W.P. cadres is not from experiencing a revolution which failod,
It arlses from the total isolation of the S.W.P. from any -vital current in the
revolutionary clngs and the absonce of its corrésponding countorpart inwide the
party. : '

£ T og-Foragh!

: Through all this our tandoncy meintalned an irom Giscipline and
Teserve.- Wo used infinite patience, forbearance and finovsse to mako relations
easy. We watched our behavior and our language, were prolific in smilas and
sparing in frowme.

We did our best to help them, Cn the Hegro question, for exauplo,
te have expectcd the 5.%.P, to adopt & complete revolutionnry pesition was impos-
8iblo. A fully Mnrxist position on the Negro question presuproses a fully
Marxiat position oz the Americen proletariat, 3Iut from ths start we accoptod our
1indtations cheerfully. At &n immenee exponditure of labor, tact and diplomady,
and using Trotsiky ne a smokewscreen, we mamenvercd them as far aa wo dorad aleng
the Harxist road, We triad to holp them without offending thzm, looking nlways
for ways and weans to add a Woricers and Farmors Government here, or a revolutiope
ary vosition thera, to push the party elong,

s
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But theae eizpletons, 1ike thoir follows &n the W.P., comld not
understand us,

1) Any sericus Marxict vould have observed that tha tendency hag
no papticular horpe 1t was flogeing, but 3ad-workod out a total nogitlon, philo-
scphy, politicel economy and n comprehensive analysis of cupitalist, production
with a political line to corrospond, To people who tnke such things seriously,
it should havo boon obvious that we were absolutely sure of oursalves, i.e,, of
our own politics and had notling of Shnchtman or Goldrmah in us.

2) We did not come into the S,W.P, to convert them to anjthing,
They seemcd firmly to belisve that we axpected one.day at'a Conventlon some |
S.W.P. leadors to say: %At lpst T hove geen the light, Forest is correct.”

A We dld not expect it. In fact, if it happened, we would have been -
throwd"inte a serious position. Historleal experience in general, our lmowledge
of thd'S.¥,P. lendership from 1ts politics and its writingza, and cloae obperva~
tion of thep from the time we entered, had waThed us early cnough that tweaty
yeors of their false lins had taken from most of them all that they hnd to glve
and in any serious regroupment, thoy could come in only as followers or more
probably drop awey altogether. ’ .

o " Qur concrete perapectives were thoso of any serious revolutionary
"“group. We wore'surs that the Fourth Iiaternationa) vould 1tself bégln to split
open irrespective of us, ' It would loso numbers, casse to grou,. lenders would.
begin to drop avay, internal quarrele would bBegin; there would be the impadét not

only of great everts but.the emergence of new organizations holding = revolition-
ary state capitelist position with o mass bage, Af all this developed, ‘we with
our clearly merked position would play an increasingly important role.”  As'long
a5 Wd weré o lalnoriiy, nunbers werp of'ino importnnce to us. Nevor at any *ime
dld the men wht led the Fourth International drean thnt we were anything more

* than some Vell=meaning, ‘naive intollectunis Wiy qu:iohoi.r wanted te clipg onm o' -
them, %o save our own eeule. Wo cartalnly gave. them "thut irpression,  And we
could do 1t because we were genudnoly snxious to atay, 3DBut that the; took thia
at faccwvalue, that they wiro unable %0 nse hLow well~rrood we were in every . .
theoretical sphere, that they could not even goe timd wo could bo as eali as we
wers only beceuse we knew that we wero armed for nll evantualities, this blind- -
negs on their port is concluzive slgn of the thick concelt nng i’nsensiti_'gity
which overcomes s loadership when it nits In itg own 1itlo ballivick, out of
81l contact with the dypanics of the revelutionnry procoss nnd certain that 700
car defeat 70, L )

We'ddd'not actively aim nt winnlng over the rasks of the S.W.P.
Thoee who came to us came in spite of Proteste, In Detrolt fn recent times some
of our comrades had to wage a real buttls to kzep the native Detroit proletarisny
et arme! length.’ Tong ngo wo had writfen thet the proctice of raiding sivar
partles so prevalent smong redicnl splinter grovps and Trotslyites was playlng - .
at politics and s potont cuuse of degendration. o

Belshevik Diaciplind and Petty-bourzsols Rpeo

' Qur comrades, wherever thoy ware, actod continuétgs),y to support
the Party leadereMip and solidify 1tg ranks. In New Tork we votad often with
- the officiel leaderabip aganinst o mnjority of the leading committee, In Log
4rgelea, when there wac a revolt pgainat the londurship at a oity eonvention,
the leadership received '!:Iohnaon-.?orest’f Bupport. In San Francisco, whers thore
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wag a cliquist struggle of long standing, the PJohnson-Forest®™ comrades attempbod
g% the start o close up the #if% behind the existing ieadersulp, ) ~
The MJohnpop~Forest" comrndes contributed more than their share
of the dally grind of party work. A&t mobirdizntiong .they ‘attended out of all
proportion $o their mumbers,  Some hangers~on of thd tendency who gruzbled at
this as "useless devotien" weré driven away from the tendency,- A11 separntist
tendency spirit was dedounced and broken up by the léaderehip whersver it chowed
1tself, ‘Lolsheviem consists not of a series of fdoas but of habits of revoiut-,
fonary worl and preparation, This flowed from an objectively concentrated class
line, The S.W.P. will be hard put to it to anccuse "Johyson-Forcst” of anything.
Hever in'the whole aistdry of the Protukyist movément hac there been a minority
Tike ourse . ) Ly .

o But 1t is characteristic of these perpetual dleaters about prin-
‘cipled politics that they do not understand principled politics viien they see
it, These babblers about discipline do not understend. s disciplinad political
tondency, ' : _ . I

We are not too much interested in that discussion whlch for oany
yeors hes possed in the Trotelgrict movemont for Minternal 1ife.™ Hed it not
boen- for the opening of o discussion on a world scale, we would have besn satig—
fied with our two pages on Yugoslavip which said all that needed to be snld, We
were confident that the perty was headed for early disester. What purpose would

- be sorved by talking? We eudmitted "State Capltdlism and World Bevolition, but
hoving sald our piece we showed that' we did mot wnt to talk too mich, fhe |

" pwlteh from anti-Stalinism to pro~Stalinism was a shock, ' 'St1il, we kept our
tempers and our heods, We mersly said at the Convention: Get a position:and .
then we shall diccuss with yor. The result was 2 new. insight into the process.
of degenerastion, . ) Lo .

" The party turned oh us with bared fangs, "Iri-econcilable_tepdan;
cles™ was lurled at us oll from 411 aides, In Detroit, in Philadelphia partice
ularly, and in New Yorlr ond Los Angeéles, tha provocations were unbridled.

The tendency met” this asseult in exeoplary fashion, We could. not
but note that the hysteria, the red eyes and the gheling fists, the petty-bour—
gcols rage.were on thelr sgide while it was wo who rempinod calm, conclliatory
but politically firm'and tnyislding., We satisfidd owrselves that the gentral’
leaderghip vas not at the back’of thim We let'the mattor slide, But the
political flip-flop and the orgnnizntional hooliganism deeply affectod the
tendency. For the first time sinco entry in 1947 the Ieadership found it neo-
essary to addresg a letter to lending comrades in the.tendency esiking them to

. -read it to the ranks, . O L :

- . oo b

. ) The whuie epinoc.lq_:'ha.rkad, it acencd tc";, iu':', a turnin.g".ipd'iné in our
Telations vith the S.WLP. It peomed that our years of ‘devoted activity and
restraint had convinedd many S C

a) that our politics did not really matter %o us. Our uncompro
pising stand was a violent shock, ' T '
b) our attitude seomed to show thet w3 were determined to hold
on aid ‘would take anything, L . ‘- .
. e) some obvisusly thought that it iould bé best to get rid of us,

S 1457

e e et e = mae e meat s e o L ram




: SN ".Ehe tendency ‘by th!.u t*ma rel a cartnin maturlty. ‘
tarily and successywlly endured these hard yomrs in the S.W.P. . The 8. HePs Wa
'in political chaos. Thers we had notiing te fears Pol:.ticmly our Lo n:orala

=waahigh.‘ B ‘ .

But an irreconcilable conflict of polizical lines alwaye uprasaes
ar organic contlict in s wholo multitude of inter~ralations, the eharpest and .
most corprehensive embodiment of which is to be found in the da.y—to-—day life of
the party. .

Af50r the 1951 Corvention ond 1ts exibition of pnnticaa’ 'bam-
rup"cy and the snavis :f sagze el {Jlawed M, wve began to lock more cloaely

‘and to evaluate more systecatleally thz infe of the party. There more than
anyvhore elsa the S.W«P., ig no more than anoiber edition of the 1\Q,JE'- .
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The Iife of the Party

Tho Shachimanites lived entlrely in the spheres of the Rusgiom
question, perty democracy, collective leadersghip and such 1ike, The S,V.P-
claimed a correct position on the Russian question, thet the party did practice
party democracy, and enllectlve leo.dsrship and g0 on and go forth, They are
merely different sides of the seme coln. ."Johnson-Forsst® has mever botleved
Ateslf sbéut these mutunl accusationg except to dlgpociato itgelf from the %.F. . B
- ¥hat wce have been conecrned with for years.lc sxpressed ia tha fono'fins pare~ - Ty

slaph in the Ealmge_ﬁhee » Wo said of the W.P..

: N "The party, apar* from the leaderabfip, consists of thrca 1a:;ers,-_ e
e 1ayer of part.v stajwarts — people who have bean in tho poréy for years, cams "
'-‘not. tbina: of eﬂstence outside of the party, and. hnve the attitude, my party,
right or.vreng, - They. are Shacatman's cadra —— for tha most part,’ Oarteritas..
" Tmey mpintain the party. It'is their party in more ‘senscs than they thizl, :
Desp!.te tHeir devotion. the best negative thing that could happen to the par .,y ig"
. -that  theae clements should leave. in o body. The zucond leyer consiots of -2 - .
o youngar ‘grouping with cimilar political ideas as the sbove btut antious to build -
the: party. ‘They are the ones vho have been hardegt it by the degeneration which' .
".‘blga.. in 1945. Sgne of them, misgulded &8 they were, did atriking work.in ﬁhe
undoms in New York, in Bu.ffala, i'\ Loés .&ngeles. They do not know what to do:
: '_;‘ next, Finally, thera are the nen who had. some leadarship in the labor movemdnt
ond were looklng for help, as they saw 4t — help in the union struggle;. ganuins '
pioletarien ranlk and file types; Negroes; the youth, enger for knowledge snd
~-entbugfastic for the revolution. A party is £ whole, a totality, but the leader—
ship' mist refiect the voanguard of the party. Now the socliel vapguard of the -
party is the third element, the least voeml, the least sducated in Harxism, the
: most Adiffident in expresaing thonselvoes among the fapt-telling layers above, but
o revolutiona:cy. -sensitive to the movement of ths proletariat and potentially great
> recruitera. once they clarify themselvee, These represent the mass- outsi.d.a. e

s We wrote thig of l;he W.P. in relation to buresucracy. ' !L'he Se 'I.P-
will ‘be astonlshed to learn that we had 1% very clearly in mind when we wrote® =
" that mection, The decimive issue for us was nok the Russinn question; that’ would
‘settie 1tself, ' As we repeatedly told Shachtman: Yothing on earth ean prevent
the S.W.P. Ltgelf relging all ispues. We were going into a pa.rt,f to :l.ive the
- 1ife of the - pn:ty. .

Wo shall sum up our, experienee at onx:e. We have -lemrnt that-the
r.-.onn.tct hatween the $.W,P, cadre and.this nll-fmportent third lsyer is the
" parmanent continuoua foatura. of party life, Thaae elomants” Bolve. t!w:lr diffio- :
ultien in a very a:.mp].e WBY == they leave.

)
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The S.W.P. cadre was ablo to establish itself as a propaganda
group on the bnsls of the goneral idene of Trotsky and the solid, in fact, genue
inely Folahavilc chnracter of the-cadres it toul: over from the split, particularly
those from iinneapolis. Fut once this wae estnblished, the organization came to

a knlt,:

The leading cadre sces itself very liternlly oo londera. The
revolution will put the cadre, vastly extended, of course, but gtfll.the cadre,
inte power. [Fhe oesses will meke the revolutiorn undor their guidsanee. Then they

" will plan end organize, above all thay will plar. They are honest, devoted,
sincere; and tho proof is their readiness to sacrifice, Their tnsks therofore
are two: 1) to maintain principled politice, i.e., politics which do not capitu~
late to the bourgeoisle; 2} to prepare themselves and the party to get hold of
unions and other orgamizations inm preparction for the revolution.

: The whole conception is not merely bureaucratic in = theoreticnl .
sense, It is a profoundly .bourgeois conception. They propuse to substitute
thoir honest (and sacrificing) selves for the corrupt bourgeoisie, they propose
to substitute .plan for the anarchy of bourgeois production, .

This conception governs every aspect of party iife, strategy,
education, propogands, agitation, and socinl 1life. It aprenrs nost ahfrply and
clearly in the attitude to orgnnized lador end the very definition of what ig a
revolutionary worker, v . - . - .

- . For this leaderslilp; this.cadrs and tids party, an advanced, a

. - revolutionnry worker is oné who-ip prepered to devote himgelf conpletely %o
rassisting the party leadership to gain control of = union. That is the road to
the revolution. Any labor buresucrat who appoars. to de sympathetic to these aims
is the greatest of all prizes, and infinite, devicus, and {as in.Detroit recently)
very illuminsting are the means employed to incorporata hin, Ter years of this
policy has mow proved its complete practical benlenptey.. The panty hans not_only .
geined nothing by it. The result is that the pnrty sesms to be Justificd in its
conception of the daclwardness of ths prolotariat and preaches a racession of the ¢
working class strugslo, : : - -0 U

The S.V,P. rnd the Rerk aud File Worker - '

ST 0. Totally opposed to all this is tite politiecdl attitude of the genw
uine rank and filer who comes into the party, of whom there are sbout a dozen in
Detroit, native proletnrians, white and Yegro, men and wouen, We net this type
ropeatedly in the W.P.-~These are’ ths ones'who lead the wildsent strikes, symptom-
rtic of the revolt acalnst the bureasueracy. They are not ‘geeltdng to. build
caucuses t0 win posts in umions, They have not joined the perty to substitute a
-good tnlon apparatus for a bad one, - They are sevldng prizarily a revolutionary
socinlist orgacigption in which they will godn the lmowledge, the underetnnding,
the diseipline and the acsociations vhich will fortify nnd develop ther in their
instinetive hostllity to bourgoois goclety, They want the revolutionary educasion
which will enable them to win over tMe dozens of worlers ard othors among when
they live and whon they lmow want only whot thuy themeelves are seeicing in order
_to bulld the party, Thoy want this primarily for their ows education. Thoy want
. 1% in party meatings, they want it in the party pross, thoy want it in poarty
.litemt;gra end they went 14 in party life. They avre sérious abdéut bullding the .
porty as a basis for a now way of iife. ' The B.¥.P. 45 gonrcd to domoralize them
and in the end drive thom pway, S ' S o
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These workers are reedy to defead their unlon to the last agalast
‘the ‘bourgaoj.a"a but what they lmov ie that the union apparatus as such mupet be
destroyed and an entire new gysten substituted before the unlon can become an
ipptrument of the nceds of the workers. In thls tusy ere correct sgainst all the
wigdom and experience of the 8,W.P, cadre, 3Iut they cannot express 1t theorotio-
8lly. -They lkeep awpy from the union meetipgs and after sone time in the party
they keep awey from the pariy alsot.

If during the last ten ysare one~tenth of the time spent on the
absolutely hopsless taslk of building caucuses, hoping to capiure one union after
another, had boen spent on the systematic education ¢f these rank and file
workcrs. the party today wonld bave an actunl basles and periphery in the unions
end outelde 1%, ten times as great as it h&e todey.

Moge wise men of the 5,%,F, do not know that this ias the most
practical of political activity. One of the most disastrous faillures of the
§.W.P, ig the fifteen years of effort and sacrifice spent in meneuvering iwx a
particulnr unlon, Todsy nothing remains. Yet not chattering infellectunls but
one of the moust expprienced and effective S.W.P.'ers of those who worked for
years in this union has nasured us that if the S.W.P.'ers had bad a rank snd file
base of, two or threa dozen men in the union, the union burésucrats would nmot have
dared to abtrek them. .

M@J&&Mﬂ File Wor

: ; We know this not omly- by pro:qr. Two “Lone, inexperlenced "J'ohnaon-
I‘oreat" comrades were pble to tgke the initiptive in lead.lng the ranle and file
ﬂsainat the most powerfnl union bureaucracy in the country; they set ‘off a move-

. mént which witimntely involved 190 000 vorkers, ard won a resounding victory over
both smployers and- government when ‘the vnion loadership had conceded defeat and
wne counselling retreat as the cnly way out of disaster. The comrades, unnided,
extended the struggle Vo wider spheres in the labor. mo"amant, scoring another
dnzzling suceess, Their groatest problem was not tie bourgeoisie, the guvernment
or the union’ bureaucracy, but the S.W.P. lesdership, which was dominated by its .
slavish attitude %o the union lendershkip. This whole epimcde we kept fully docu~

. ;mented, Some of, the people won to the party by this action hove been. dyiven away

5 horror-stricken by Iiataning to the majority line on ¥Yugosinvia, :

) * The rank o.nd ﬁle worl:er comss ta the party to find ou.t ebout hime
self snd the potentialitics of hls class, He finds notbing, And limited, handiw
. cnppsd circumseribed as wo have been, we have been able.to demonstrate that new
inexperienced comrades ‘and friends without lomg exparionce of Marxiam, troined:
and eduented by us, have been able to particinate in various spheres of ths cla.ss
. struggle ne effectivaly ro any others in the party -~ in pimilar circumatancea.

In Dotroit vhen the pencion scheme came up, the S.W.P. bu.sied it-
.861f as usual wlth the politics of a faw pennles mora, One worker who ig very
sympathetic with our idens took the floor ngainst Reuther. He told him: "You gzot
$100, Maybe you should have got $110, Maybe othars would have only got $90,
Thot is your affalr. Wo are not interested in that, ‘What we are iaterasted in is
that you have conalstently given away t0 the companzr the privileges that thia
union had won in ite eerly days of .struggle, privileges of eontrolling our own
-production. That is what wo want back. - We shnll' never be gatisfiod until we get
it," Reuthor was driven to ths defensive, Tho penaion discussion becams & debnte
'betwaen deuther and this worker and went on from meeting to meeting. So many
Heutharites were supporting the vorlor that Routher hed to sny that although theso
ideas wero correct, tho timo was not yet Tipe,

I!"\_g
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Flsewhere two young inexperienced Pohmson-Forest" comrades wers
able to duild guch contests nwong the mess thnt when .the time came for an elect-
jon campaign, non-party people tooiz over ths campatgn and made it an aatonish.mg
‘puccess, Hers sgain the real berricr was the S.W,P., its abotractions about
planned eccnomy and its preoscupntion witl soeing that no ’eohnsoninm“ wne
preached from the platfornm, :

The §,W.P,-leadérs preach the hackwardnesy. oi‘ the workaers, the
corrupting wenlth of American imperialism, the eacrifices which enly they nre -
prepared to mnke, o vholc series of faleehoods, follies and glanderse of the
woricing ¢lass ag the reasong why the average worker does not join, or waen he
joins, leaves. The workers lwiz?w becauss the revolution is not concretized for
them, and it is not concretized 'bacm.me the 3.0 I.P. does not . ooncretel; prncuce
revo].uzion&'y politica. : . .

All theae proletarinns aver got a8 thet the American 1mper1nliats
wera plotting war and made high profits, which they kriew before they entered, In
return they were to wake sacrifices, riog door-bells, and sell the Mils tgg wh:!.ch
in any cass fow warty .members read except by an efzort.

. 8iz years agn, ‘baaing oursalvaa on thaary ,a.p__' on, 1nten$1vé ezp’ez‘—
ience uewrote-'- : . . e

TIn- the- aparinl c‘rcumstancea of Americon developmcnt it” :I.s préciaalv thﬁ ra.':d.
and file worlters mdove all others %o whom the varty must giv-, both as uontacts
and far move as nembers, o co'm*ehansiva training in revolutionery thougn.. ‘agd*
‘the rvevolutionsry way of life.-as the concrete developing alternative to collaps—
ing bourgecls poclety, - ¥ot only does the worker.need thig :on- himself. but it is

" only by -this deans thnt ab tha present stete of .the. partyls devalopmant ho ‘can
maka the post efféctive appenl to -his Yeliow workera o aoin our pe-rty..._-_ o
e Bolshevik party at this stage, .cen be developed-on no other foundation, 1east

. ‘of ‘all in the United Statos. - The Decossary education in the apecn::.c coniribu~-
- tlons to Marxism in the last five years, concentration on Yimmodinte denandsaf,
the -conception of tplenty for all' .~ none of these con 'bo “the means- of° attrac'b-
~dng or holding ranlc end file. workers in any nmn'bern 1n the party. ' (3_11_ Tﬂgk of -
Buildipe the Amoricnn Bolshovile Party, p.15-26).

We know thias, because it ig on this principlo that we have ‘bu.tlt
gnd educated our ovn memberghip under the most difficult conditions- any t-endency
.hag éver been subjected:to.- In- tI_:e _ﬁa;gy__ ghe__g_ we wrojba about these elenenta
in thaﬂ’.?.: v Tt e i v . ’ o .

. vy

"It :I.a praciaely he:'e that the nT.P,. ghows the. moat hureaueratio
tendoncias, . It has never understood the third lwer, never ligtenod to ‘them,
nover learant' anything. from, them, - It has npver PBeen able te seo that if thess
warna alweys attracted by: what it called "Johnsonism" and had to bo boaten off
fron boconing "Yohngonites," it was beéause 'Johnsonism® représontod what' thoy
and those gutslde whom thoy represcntod pre lookhg for. Instesd of diving
deeper end deopor into Marxist. thoory, the only vay of lonrning to. vndorstand
this layer and to apprecipto pnd. trr-nslate inte ‘concrete polltics tholr adiding
and conoreie hoatllity to bourgeols woclety, thé W.P., with t-rpicnl .pattyubour-
.geolg prroganco, :is domdnatod Yy the ides that for’ tham uvc:-ything had to bo ~a!.mp-
1lified and popula.r-zod. .Its. conception of the roletionchip of the lendership to
tho party ie only a purer distillation 6f what it thinks iu the ‘relationship’
betweon tho party and Jthel mngseg, Ite Bitlo hae been. ZLopiun's mistakon concoption
in What I8 &n D¢ Jong that the party along, -the’intellestuald, can dring soclnlist
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consolousness to the masses, Trotaky took carc in hls last bcclf: to expose Leninls
error, mnd showed that Lenin himself admitted it. The book shows with hitherto:
vorevesled inpight and perspective the dlaloctical relation between leaderskip
and rank and file from the beginning of husslan Dolshevism to i%s end." (E;Q.gp_c_

Sheet, ‘p.18).

In the 5.W.P. and the W.P. renk and file proletarians have slways
kpown that "Joknson-Forest” had what they were seeldng., That is why our very
presence in the branch, as workers in the plant, and as members of "Johneon~
Yoreat" was the cause of such o bitternesz or the part of the 1eadership in
Datroit, When at last during the discusslon we wrote in State Copitalism pnd
. ¥orid Bevolution end spoke up aoout the prolatariat in the Un:lted States and in

Ruspia, it wns a rovelation to the Detroit rank and file, Brief though it was,
they recognized at once that hers wus something for which they had joined tho
party and which they had naver heavd before, They are absolutely correct. Once
. they are nade into revolutionary Marxints, the problem of recruitmont is solved.
For they and they alone can recrvdit and lr.eap the recmts 1n tha party.

As it ig, these typea stay for a while, uaiting for- they ltnow not
vbat exactly, the Jocpl lesdership is driven to congtent sncering and spiping
and gometines violent-attacke on "Johnson~Forest.” ~But as in the W.P. this
bringe ite own reward. To attack MFohnson~Forest" means inevitably an atback on
the proletorimts Sverywhere our comrades felt that the more the S.W.D, preached.
the backwerdacss of the proloturiat, the- more- 1t vas drivan to attacl: "J‘obnson-
E‘urest" as the main enenyy ) .

- Gonatantly in the pa.rty the "J'ol‘mson-Forast“ com‘ad.ea in aoae of
the simpplost of daj~to-day couversatlions have had to valk on sggs im order. to. .
avold this guestion of the backwardness of the smerican proletariat. It becomes
an 1usue simmering urder the surface of &1l relations in the party.. .. o

. Hhan at the ‘Convention of 1950 an autmritativa spaech is cmade -
" upon “the bourgeols -nature of the fmerican proletariat ‘and its unreadiness for the
ravolut.ion, avery single party mem’ber knowe that thls is an suthoritativa. atate-
.ment which le directed against the "johnson-Forest® ‘comradss and not only-im:
thelr ‘documonts but 1n the attituda ‘they have to tha prolatar:.at 1n the day-to-
day 1life Gf the party. - - .

' 'Ea.ulssw

'Wiat 4a true of the rank. and. ﬂ.le prolebme.n an gtmeral is,
always. doubly true of the Negro. The S.W.T. finds all sorts of :t‘antastic
resgone for the fact that so many Hegroes Jo:lnad. tb.a pa.rby and lett it, The W.P.

-has antieipa ed them in thaii' total &:paxienca. :

|
-

What the v:h.tta worlker wents, the :Eegro wanta only to a fur more
.intansiva a.egree owing to hia dou‘bly opprasacd Bitua.tian. Lo )

.. After twanty yenra of exintenca 1n the Unitad Statos the s. W.P.
up to. 191}8 had nothi.ng to tell the Nézroea axoapt that- they were oppressed., lhat
A conception. of the mnssed and of ‘the vanguurd. cloments to balieve that .this’

. would hold them, The Megro ‘sbove All wantéd n naw way of 1ife, -a newway of
thought and if even only in idea, ‘o few mode of actiom, ~In 1916-6 ogain on-tho
baals of thuory nnd. a.n 1ntanuive eunuﬂ.nation of oxparianee e m'ota: LT

e 'Tho -H’agrwwrkam rar mra thnn the white wrl:er. requ.lrnn
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ideologicel anderstanding not enly of the development of theo Ameriw.n prole-
tarint in American socioty but of the davalopment of Iegro struggleu, An
Icporinnt part of his intogration in the Workers Porty ic o Ieninist education
in thas o’b,jcctivo role which the Negrbes hove played in thepest and will play
in tho coaxing prolstarian revolution, T he education net only of Wogroes but
of $a6 party ns o vholo in the elgnificonce of this cbjeetive roleg

i, vinde the Negro to the poarty

11, onnblen $ham to answer not only to thomselves but to tholr
contocha the justifiod doubte as to the fato of Megroes nrtor they heve partiel-
poated in the overthrow of the bourzecisic,

111, is the bosis for bharmonious relations oetueen vhites and
Segrooz undor the pressure of bourgeols roce prejudice which will incrensingly
Yo folt in the prrty es it dravs into ita venks not intelloctunls, bub re.nk
ond file workers, both white and Yegro,

#Zxporience has also indicnted that Tegroes, preverly intograted
inte the party, connet only tring substantial numbers of I egrocs into tho
narty; but ere also o neang of abtradting walte workers,® (The Zesk of Build~-
‘ing tho american Bolahevj.k Porty, pp. 14-15)

'.E.,asa words scom sinuple. In realityr they contaln the essetco
of Bolshevisw asd we, desplbe the nost hearibresklag limitations, hnve doon -
able to do much to demonstrate to-ir truth in practice, Kere, more sharply
$hen anyvhere else, can be seon %2 limitetions of taese ')nrbyubuﬂ:ders.

. ALL politlcs :Lr tac United States ore expraasad nost aharply in
‘ the Fegro nuestion. .

) Hdagroes who cone tb tbe poarty know that the porty does not
give then \r“:a.t t..e,f want, Revolutionary in forn, the content of the 5,%.P.
jdeasn on Yhe liagro ouestion is thoroughly bourgools, rodicnl bourgeois but
bourgeois nevertneless. The oarty is not politically edueated on the Fegro
questicn, Tho tosk of tha porsy leaders vaa tv do for the Fegroes in tho
United Stotes vbat liorx bad done-ln genersl for the proletarint =~ astablisgh
1t§ role in the’ transformntioz of socloty, It ic on this we live,  The party
aid not got it, the "'agroes 6id not get 1t, The consoquenco 1s many painful
and somo ver,,' ameml co'xﬂicta. oL ) '
' The atrugglo in %the party tokes tho form of a struggle over .
vhite chauviniqn, nnd Hogro afior llogro drops out of the party convinced tant
the party is chauvinistic, The party as o waole is conscious of the fnct
that it does its bost to bohnve to Yegroes as conrades siiould irrégpactive of
roce, It eannot understond the hostlle abtitude of the Tosroes, Thus bo-
enuse of political weoakness, nn issue-vhielh can bo kept it 1ts ploce only
'politicrlly, 1s blovm up to folee 'f:ruporbm..s and exacerbates antagonisna
on voth sidos, ¢ -, .

If tic "Johnson-orast® comrados woro in constant donger of
conflict over the prolatariat, they wera still nmore se over the Nogro aqueostion,
in Dotrolt, the conflict wns contlnuous; The TJohnson~Foraot! comrodes nado
a fay miamkan, But it vordd Yove neoldd inbuman prtionos ond control to
avold rencting, and reacting wadl: sometinoc, to the Jealousy, anspicion.
hostility and mense of inforiorit:- of the S5.W.P. leadors on ths Yerro queation,
‘They could not hold tho Ilogroos, and thoy mow and wo know that the "Jolmson—
Forost! comrndos could, Tha e:mspamting anture of tho strugglo can Vo doilon—
atratml by a recent eplsode, Tho londer of the Dotroit party, gpopldng to 2
segro prolotarisn nntive of Dotrolit, aucu.aeﬂ. tao "M Jolnpoa~dorest? vhlte zirle
of dnnoing only with fogroes. The whito B
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girls of the majority, he complained, wers too “usy to do.go, and tha result
was that the majority ssomed to be chouvinisile, If this 1s the meas intoe
which a membar of the Yetlonal Committee car gev daoself on the Hegro nqueo~
tion insilde ths party, 1t is easy Vo understend the confusion, amuspiciorn and
biiterness of inexpericnced but revolutionsry Negrocs who come t9 the party,
hoping first ond foremost tolenve bourgeois iceas beldind them,

Tha _Wenen

Therc is & historical affinity in the United States bto-
tween the stf'uggloes for freedom of Negroes and of women. The Mistory of
the S, W. P, shows thlc in its sharpest and yet noat confused form.

The woron in the party, and here thero ic little differ-
ence between cadre end rapkand file, are tormented by a sense of the ‘
same masculine domination which they had in bourgeois society. Just as
the Hegrass fall back on white chauvinism, eo the women fall back on charges
of male chauvinism, In reality the S. ¥. P, is n complete blamk for any
thoory or even ctatement of the situsilon of womcsh in bourgeolis soclety end
the revolutionary role of women in the struggle for the revolution., The:
party bag no materlal, no analysis, no line, no means of eduecading itself
on this profoundly important question,:

‘ , Whon the "Johnson-Forest” women comradee went %o Detrolt
they found that the §. ¥, P. women wers for the most part housewives or -
d1é office work., Thc women corrades wers told that it was tieir revolu-
tlonary duty to worlr in offices or to stay at tome in ordsr to sustain

; thelr men sither in the unions or as party fl..ctioneries, Our women
Vatartled. them by refusing to be merc appenda;.s to men and going Irto
the plent themselves, The §, %. P, womeon followed guit, Thig at least
was one good exemple which the S, W. P. in Detroit followed.

: _ 521l as it ig, "Johnson-Forest! is already distirgzuished.
b the fact that its lesding women cadres, not énly in theoreticsl work
but in 211 round capneitios in all such spheres es they have been. called
upon te hendie, not' excluding the class struggle at itg. charpect {the moct
important episodo described earlier) -- in gvery sphera they can hold their
owvn with any woman in ‘any radieal party in the country. Our younger women
comrades, despite the strangulating atmosphere of the §, W. P. are making
Tapld strides, from tke acnicrs to the youngest recritits. They hold their
own with the men in our tendescy, The leadership sees to it that they do,
and spends more czre on thelr educntion and openming+up opportunitiag for
them, precisely because of the resistance to bourgeoie oppression that they
represent, . i ' . ' ©o .

It might be thought that here presumably there would ba
no cause of conilict. 1ot so. In Loe Angeles, one of our youngar comrades
without experiecuce, got interested in the women questior, Trained by
Johnson-Forost", she, without any guidance, wan$ straizht to .the heart of
the question, 'the proletarian women. With help from friends inside and
outside the party, she sketched out the elements of a theory, 1n essence
relating the role of the proletarian swmsp ae supplamentary #o and governsd
by tho needs of capitalis® production, . .

. Iomediately thore is a crisis. The §, W. P. doeg not

know anything else atout women in the moderm worlé than to tell thom that

they wvill gain personsl freedom in the party, St imporialiam meane war, l

und thai their men will bYe talten away -~ as c nrrcteristic a placs of

male chauvinlsm ea you can find. This emptiness is at once shown up by - : 1465 o
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& thesis which shows the proloterian woman, in pesce or war, bound to a8 rnutine
whish rulps her relatiozns trith: her lweband asd her children, The. conclusion is
ineccapable. liotiing but the proleterlan revolation and the most drastic sweup-
ing nway of bourgeois society offers any wry oul.

Forthvilti there Yerins fcr n young couraus at the teginning of
her development, the perpetual "Johnson-Foreat® crisis in the S. W. P. All thie
avout wouen prp.;{smriaﬂs and soclal revelutisn in of courso “Jchmsonfsmz.™ How
mich can shz say? How to phrase itT The party lendere have no 1ine of their ownm,
but "Johnsonism" is an enexy to be sviped pt.vherever it raises its head.

The situation ie further cemplicated by the fact that one of the
party leaders in Los Angeles, a,~omon, has for rears been notorious in the branch
and in the party for her championship of *omen's rlghts, above 'all, In the qa.r.w
For her it is o quesiion of male chauvinism, pure and sinple, - f_men individeal
party wonen, heve to striggle for their righte. The attitude -is 1in no woy aiffer—.
" ent from that of the Kegro worker who ‘blames 8ll hls troubles in the pe.r‘by on

waite chauviniem. —

Thus an aftenpt to work- out a Marxisd apuroach on a serious
question, however tentatively and modestly, ple.cea ‘the "Johnson-Forest™ conreades
in general and in pn.rticu.'mr i.n conﬁict -rrl.th frhe cadras of the S. W. P. |

The 5. W. 7. 1aaders.1ip, coni‘ronted. with a concrete pro'b].em in
bullding the revelutionary party and the conerste c!angers in the perty itself of :
accusaticns and heated conflicts over male chpuvinism; hns no guidance to offer.
For years 1t has ‘tried to lraap the pance by cmlling periodically for o agtudy of °
hpecTy™ on the quostion. - Ereels,’ de'bal Eautsky. Never was ‘there the slightest
inkling of a concrete Hroblen of. revolutiomry nroletarisn vomen in the United —
States. " This evasion has finally cklminatod in.a cozprehergive higtoricel treat- |
mont of matrisrcidesl ‘soecleties from the apes %o nen by a leading womaa comrade |
in New York, " Just ns ths 8. W. P. leadership rung back to debates on Cnriwtia.niﬁ'
becpuse it is incapable of grappling with the q_uestion of Stalinier teday, so it
runs back %o remote digtussions on matbiarchal ve, patriarchal sociatics ‘nacausa
it ig inenpeble of prappling with the conevede prodléms of cducating not ‘only’
the prolatarinn woman tut the revolutiomr r party in )nericc. on women and the
revolution.

JYouth

On the youth questio.. az on tie Jegro question, the s. V P, is
blinded by its fear aad irpotence vefore the esnirc..mns of those layers of the
revolutione.r" massas who are sockips in the revolutionary party to fortify thoir
ingsinctive ‘:mb‘ility to bourgeois socilt}, t.ne:l.r conceptiens of a new societ:,'
and their readiness to worlk for it. . :

it ~hercas in rela*ion to the Ilap Toes the party stn.nda helpleasly-
by while they leave, in relation to the ycuth the S. W. P, from 1940 is baunted.
by an underlying fesr that there mny be a repetition of the eplit of 1940. It
therefore sesks actively snd systematically not tp develop youth work but to pre-
vent the youth from aplitting. There' could be no greater indicatioa of the remote-
nezg of 3, W. P.. politica fron the revo‘utin::- Xy forces in the United States todoy,

Thie” defonsive attitude g not organi zationgl but politicel. A4As
.in 1940, the §, W. P, acts ac it doee docause 1t is unadle to pese the one program,
“the coneretization 6f the perspective of the Aoerlecan revolution, which can prevent
the conatant nacosuity tointervene orgauizationally.
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The §, W, P. thinlte that the dengcr of opiit 4a the United Stntaes
is the Hussinn questlon., It le as wrong on thin ns it can possitly be, md
all our writings since 1946 to the present have ueen wnrnings to the Aperican
Trotelylet Hovement of precisely this. We told thom in the finirnne San gk
thnt becauss of the absence of a Social Demorratic party in tho Unitea States,
all Kinds of revolutionary petty-bourgeole e” +-e. ts would be constontiy at-
tracted to the revelutlonery party. We wrat: : ‘

"Shachtman ond the We P. a¥e sybbolical uf o« Apsrican peiiy-tourgeoisie
end many radical workers. BRendy to fight Americon capitnllsem, but not know-
ing how, indulging in wll sorts of empiricism end then locking back at the
revolutionary movement because they do not lmow ulint to do with themeolvesn,
The mseinilitation and irtogration of these and sinzilar elements, the pre-
servation of the revolutionnry cadres of the American proleterinf, howaver
finely tempered, from petty-bourgeois ideology, the subjective mspect of
this tesic 1 the education of the party in the pas$, present and future
of the Anerices soclnlist revolubvlon and all that this ixmplies, That is
. the great lesson to be learnt from this, Goldmen andi Morrow collapsed -
because they saw the victories of the Red Army but had no serious perspee— .
tive of the victory of the Américen proletariat. And Morrow's theoretical
hostility to the thesis of the I. E. D, succumbed to their fantesies
preclzely beocause what should havae heen the source of his strength, the
American prolotariat,-was the source of his wealmess. J4g ths party
grows, thesoe tondoncies will reappear in one forrm or another. !ere
discipline is mot enough." (Badlnnce Shees, p. 25)

The Youth and the '.Abp.r;dong.d Hevalubtion

S Thae S. W. P. ks been able to teach the youth notiing about |
the American Revolation becguse . the party iteelf imows nothing about this
revolution. If hes no idep of preparing the theoretical premises of the
roevolution and building the party theoretically and practically on these.
Thorefore, in a sphere where it is completely baffled nolitically, 1t -
falis back on pure disclpline., Dut, for more thnn with the women-and the
Hegrees in thelr pafticilar. gphores, 4% is prociscly the specific nepect

of bonrgevis soclety, arbltrary dipeipline, t.ot the youth cnme to-the
party to escape. The desire for lmowledge, t. o tagerness for free self-
expression, the aspirations for freedom from ceing sughed  around by
authority for reagons alien to the youth, al) thuse conseiously present . .
in the youtk, are in the highast sense revolution-vr. They are a tremenddus
source of vitality end strength to the revolutiorn=; pnrty if troy are
integrated by a concrete revolutionary lirs tased on Marxism and the
proletariet. o . : ’

Sut political bankruptey hae its own: logic. The S. W, F.
turned its atteation $o the youth precisely at thot moment when it ab=
angoned the perspective of the American revoluticn. It did pot even bothey
to hidathis. In ¥Wew York it told the youth: the party must Tall_ back
on yoitth work because it no lopger hag an arena for trade unicn activity
in this period of the recession of the class struggle.

‘ It proposed the reorganization of the youth g8 a party
branch. When the youth instinciively rocolled, it ntated even move
emphatlcally its abandonment of the perspective. It told them that it
6t111 adhered to the "classical conception of an indepandént youth greup, "
but in the conerete clrcunstancen of working elass decline, the only mrens
for the party was the youth. Its 1ip service to the conzept of un indepene
dent dent youth group was precisely the same ap itg 1ip service to the. con~
cept of the indopendent Negro struggle. In theory, yae; in practice, o
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fear and cowardice before it, If the part: had amd = revoluticnary perspective
on tho Amerisen gproletariat, it could have stirulated and encouraged tlhe bulldine
of ar indpendent youth greup, It had procigely the oppogite orientation., Hinee
it took precigely the opposite road.

. This reorganizatlon of the youth into a party branch in Mew York
had nothing to do with the revolution or tae development of the youth., It was
the attempt to keep the youth snbordinats by party dleclpline, The unworlabdle
rogult was to throw the youth inte & blind couflict with the party, a conflict
in which, as with the Hegroes and the wozien, 3% was impossible to disentangle the
politicel ipgucs without ralsing the most fundsmontnl questions of the life of
the party. .

' The "Johnuop-Forest" leaders in Nev Yori: constantly retreated ip
order not ¢o imperil tha general position of the. tendency in the 8, ¥, P. - The-
youth, hostile to these motions of the party, felt that the existence of "Johnmon-
Forest™ afferded them, if not protection, at least n perspectiva, Only the fact
that "JohngorForegth

r rtain aspects
of the split of 1940, It would have beg & of burcancracy but would
soon have developed into an allesided split. fThe training of MJohnson-Foragt® on
the 1940 split, the constant oducation of the youth not to be diverted by organ-
izatlonal considerations, kepi this in check. .In essential contrast to 1540, the
youth which was wnder the influence of "Joinson~Forest™ Sdsas did mot want p .
debate on the Busaian question; it did not want a repetition of the old sectariag
" 1devlogical dimputes, It was seeking a revolutionary line to go to the despegt -
layers.of the revolutionary youth. . . S N L,

: The youtih wus sensitive to the revolutionary sentiments and.ideas
that were simmerinz in the magses of youth outslde, The experiencog and education
of some.of them in “Johnson-Forest? Adeas and practices had teught them to- look
for and to eee these thingo. The same education had tavght them not to look in.
1951 for student anti-war movements of the typs of tha 'I0's, They knew in the
youth as elsewhare thot the movenent had gone daaper, encompaseing the attitudes
of the youth to socicty as m whole, . They did not actually expect -the.great
student demorstartions but they understood what they signiffed. They did.a. .. .
thorough study of this movement and outlined politicel condugions which could.-bo
developed and concretized only in practice, »But as usual they hed to koep it
. secret, -We montion this as an example of the torrible burden all ‘MSohngon-Forest®
conrades carried. Bui 1t preseed mogt harshly on the yomth. That sort of -thing
is now over, This matorial on American youth will be one of our earlieast pub-

" lications, : : LTy i
.The party sent into itms psaudowyouth dranch the politically most
Pabloite eloments. The laader of these was one of the mast offsnsive of the
5. W. P.lers, politically unstable in regard to the wnr, rermeated to the marrew
with o feroclous firmmess when backsd by a large majority against some 1nexper~
isnced but revolutionary youth, Zverybody knew that these had beetn sent ia to
keep tho youth from &oing "Johngon-Foregt.m 4 substential nusber of capable
corrades supported “JFohneor-Porost." Dubt the quection was not one of different
positions on the Russlan question, It wag tie most vital politiesl life of the
youth vhich was at otakks, The "Tohngon-Foross™ youth was ready ko let the 3. W, »,
be se Patloite as it wanted, if only it could get to work on the Ameriean rove
olution. The youth who had neither Pabloite mr Wohnson-Forest! politics wore
confusad, disoriented, bewildered. - o

This fundamentol sonflict of politfeal 1dons expressod 1t303% magt
clearly in the attitude to the Y. P, A. as & nase movement, The "Johraow-Foregth

youth saw it ns a movement of youth, confused, digoriented, non-political
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bhus s-ald.ng & means to exprezs thelr hosatility to copitalism and the war.,

Thé £,¥.P. docs not undorstand this in:its. o ihecry and prasgtica, ;- How aould.
1% give direction to the youih? All shat it suw vas & strugsle for. .coatrol,

a ropetition of ite hopeless avhempt to win peopls in:the Unitod Statss by
means of Titoiem, and an Xangure of Baitusn over oivil rights, The vhole
thing turned out to be'a tcial Tailure, o0 tas 'x. .01y of ihls came o ropitition
of the Y.P.A. conflict in Bx cm]J 7oend tre wasita abzack on “Johnnon-.mrest"
and partioularly in tne youth after the 19:(: ccwver.tion. ;

: In this brisf skatcn of nnl*. teal "fa in the yuatk cap e peen,
as inalavoratery experiment, tha aas..n..,.l.m cofllcs Dosween the politics of
the 5. W.P. and the politice of *JInlmicr-Sorcss™ wiich characterizes sll -
gpheres of party life, We nwve gpoizzr since L8647 cbozs learning from the
third layer. We can punm up o views by savinig thes, as with our comrsdas in
greater clags struggles, ths youtk, incxgewieaced &8It war, understood
Anfinitely mere about what. was requived of & youth group then did the most
experienced leaders of the ¥.W.P, ioreover -the -8, W.P, 1ea.derahip was nothinb
‘but an ocostacle :in the way of tuilding the youth ‘groip; & constant scurce of
damcmalization, and a.ctuzu.ly drovo youth ou.t oi‘ the part.;-

sl "o....san-&‘c. ns‘u" 'aud tha 313.19\.-1:1(:

" - .f -

: . lfa ha.ve snid. enou.,h to ahov» our ! experiences in thia- pa.rty,
avery sphere, for nearly four.:year;: Id"leeving it wo khnow not only wiint . .

rHot to do, .va. knéw what we -wanted:-te do.and Wit tns ‘party fougnt. to preventr..,‘
us from deing., We-shall have mo diffleultr in workirs dub .a. eoncrete program)
This, ir addition to our strewmious astespt over tenm ysavs ‘to duild & totaliy .
t.hoor,f teicing up all questions of darmisw, is encugi. ¥We have a cadre tna.t
‘hag ‘shoun'ita capacitz to be. discipl!.ned. and ‘ress srained-in‘a demornlizing )

- ‘eavironment . for nearly four gears, . We have ‘demonstirated $o ourdelves and- to-' o
21l ‘who have ayes to. aee wnn'b 16 Bok ghavlsm T’Ot ~only 1n pﬂitics 'but 1n

ey

orgnnizaticm.l :. Pooam e LI

o

i !fa trled to livo 1n thia pnrt,f. We eannot any 1onger. " V- clid.
not axcite olurselves on party demcceracy. bu:oeucracy, etec, ‘It 1g 'clear now’
that -we understood .tho-S.V. 2. pol*t* cal positions ‘bottor than 'they undarstnod
themlthemaalves." That did not troualc s, 'ﬁne-.-we ¥new from the' sbert was

© that if' wa could. not 1ive in this pasty.-'that vas the erd of 21l poseibdility

v of “the" part"- developing B8 ‘& ravm.ut:.cna.ry ‘organitarion;  Wo left the U,P, aid -
never looked back, e ars laaving ‘the- 8, W P, and in doing so, 'Iinlshing forw
ever with the wreock thaae tvio partids have made of revolutianary politica 1n
the United States,

“Tep us fina.‘l.ly aum up what e smnf for.. Our” own 1ndenand.ant
prog:ram and’ ou.r oun Airdependent’ ormnizution ara, mattern for the futu.re. D Put
le% us aot do-m whnt we yrote in 1947 ‘nd, vHAY bar sugtained and developed us "
in the W.P, and in the S V.P. and v-‘mt r.o.»r v.a nua.ll procaad. to apply both in 7.
theory a.ndprnctice- L Sl e .

. TIf the Johnnon—i‘a*eat tendanc‘-r g been B.‘ole to meke any .
contri‘butionn teo 3::1& avism, ‘it hos beer ‘oocadae for it the study of the’
Begelian dinlectio 'in its 1!&‘.:“!131‘. form, of liey: -dam ocorerites, and of the
nethod of the grent Havxips revo‘l.utiomrien 1 n,qthinf; rore than 1ntcllectu.n.1
proparation and tite Jurdin’s of bourgeois idoan Ao “order’ to be, abin to -
anderstand and 1n..crarat and organize the instinctive arive &nd Tovol w

. u%iomary instincts of tha :-anliaqé. file proletarian and the petty -
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hourgecis tut idealistie and eageyr youth, It 1s our tendency which rescued
sole of the finest elements in the ¥, P. from leaving the movement altozether.
On tho other hand, without them and what they brought inte our ratks from the
proletariat outside, the leaders of the tendency would have had merely some
aound but ebstract ideas and would have been vaable to make our mest precious
dtscovery, to see in the movement of the masses today the concrete expregalon of
Marx's mogt absiract concepbichs.” (Balange Sheeb, n. 18)

Part IV
Dolskevism and Pergonality
L0 and 1

The S, Wi P. has on every conceivsble occasion wearied its om
menbership with ceaseless repetition of a few platitudes sbout its own politics
and orgarization, and the politics and organization of ite opponeants. It is a&s
certain as anything can be that it will make strained and foolish phrallels
‘between Shachtmanism and Johngonism, " the eplit of 1940 and 1951. The member—
ehip of the S, W. P, Mmows ug bhetter. ' . g

' Those who read this document and think over it and their own .
‘alfficulties will understand us still more. *hat is sufficient. We Have never
been interested in the whole mess of interpreta.tions of Trotsky, recrimination,
pomposity and self-congratulation which for the W, P, and S. W. P. constitute
their politics. o ' : A R o

‘ Dut for us and for those who are seriously trying to find a new
road, it would be useful and historically velusble to make a few observatlore
on the document issued by the Y. P, when the split of 194G took place. It is
preserved in S. W. P. literature. (The difforence between that document and " -
this v)ril:[ be understodd from this fact. The 5, U, F. will not dare to publish
ouxs.), . , - . S e

R PR The Shachtuanites had np political poai¥ton on enything, -
They locked for-a new headquarters and a progran ‘zimul$ansously. “Johnson-
Forest" has, in-Lenin's phrase, fully developed positlions on every major.

questldn of the revolution and the counter-revolution, all printed before we '
came in. We took care to do that. = '

o 2. The ¥. P. broke with the S. W. P. but continued to swear
allegiance to the principles of the Fourth International and sought to re-enter
_ $%s Tanks for years. Tha¥’ sort of shilly-shellying is totally foreign to us..

" We ars breaking with tho whole organization, fully and compistely, and hence
forth we shall seek to destroy it by revolutionary methods however and wherever
we can. ’ ) .

. Thogs two are sufficlent in thempelves o dlstinguish us in 195
from the W. Pe in 1940, ° The Surnham-Shachiman docuiiant 1tsclf, however, ie in
‘a negative vay quite instructive today. ' , ' . T
_ " It ‘made no class analysic of the coiflicts, e, on the other,
hand, for cleven years have made it clear that Stalinism represents capitalism,
the class enemy of the proletnriat, As long as the Fourth Internaticnel .
operated under the nonsensical theory that Staliniem vutside of Rursla would
never scclk power, we did not omphasize this. Dut in State Capitaligm and World
n, wvithot fanfare but without direurlocution, we made it olear that .
the struggle of classes was involved, In the second part of cur Resolution on
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Phe Internatiensl Quastion {tho part whick we shall publish  in Part II of
this bulletin ) we mede it atill clemrer., Thig document ghows thnt in the last
enelysis the poiitics and practice of the Fourth Internationnal ave potty-
bourgeoin, the patty~bourgeois of the ndninistrative type, product of the
epoch of stats capitrliem, Stalinism 1s its most characterigtic reprogentam

tivs,

The W.P., in discussing the erisis, declored: "The issue, then,
is the wor," (Ths Wrr nnd Bureguerntig Copservatigm). ,

The issuc for ue is not the war, or peace, Or any such specific
event, It ie the degencration of a rarty, in 1ts political principles and in
" ite everyday politicel 1ife; a party. with politieal conceptiona leading it to
actual struggle againat the attempt to rench the basically revslutiopary ele-
monts in the ecountry, .. o

_ The W.P. yelled for collective lcadership and party damocracy,

~ ¥What was meant ‘is characterized by ua very {ully in the Briance Shest. For
us the S.W, P, leaders arg a genuinsly eoileoctive leadorshin., The way they .
eollectively staggered, Jumped, fell, slipped into the position on Yugoslavis,
aud then on Eastern Europe {if they have a position), ‘the usaninity that dis
tinguishes then,, the fact that it was the cadre vl dregged their leader into
the morpse with them, al2 this as wo explain it, iz the exact opposite of vhat
the WP, chnrged, We have learnt to our cost thant in organizationnl and other
inter-relnilons the leaders are a colleckivs body, with the sate politicsl at-
titudes, the same political morals, if nbt 4in pocitive action, in delighted
or passive acquiescence, ' , o

. The W,P, talked 10059],-31&'551.;& cliguism as a group follotng
e louder for peychologleal reasonaq ¥hon we say eliquigm, e define it 10l=
‘itdecally and slve its politicol roote, . ‘ '

. Nobody todey, bourgeoisie, Staliniets, W.P, and S.W.P, cmn

say that "Johnson-Foresi! doss mot represent revolutinnary 201itics, the mob-
ilization of the praletariat. ngainat all formg of bourgesis nnd burenucrntie -
domination, A1l thke S,W.P, and the WP, can 2colse ug of, am.they have dong
in the past, -is revolutionary roranticisn op uystical 1démlistic bellef in
the proletariat, By that they hurt not ws but ‘thempelves, The need to attaek
fJohneon-Ferest! remenforces their need to dendgrate the working claess,

. We loave behind both the W.P. ani the 8,W.P. et the. S, W2,
precccupy 1tself and rajolce at its victories over the 8.P., the 5,1L,P. and.
the W.B,  We leavg that behind ug too, We firmly believe that if ever we
find. ourselves driftin: into sy »olitical contact with thess sartles or rade
lcal ‘elements arovnd them, 1t will be a glgr to ue that we ave in morthl danger,

o 4 political 1line ultinetely epxresses ftself in the Very perw
sonalities of those who are shoped by it or adhere to it. Thie was 80 in
the WP, The "Johnson-Forest" eomrades had & long experience of goul-aickneas
anong the nerbers of the W,P, There Freud, or rather his popularigzers (for
these people otudy nothing geriously) took firat nlace berore Marz, When wa

oaie into the 8,¥.P, we noted with satisfaction tiat there wns none of thia
in our new party, B

_ . But as "The Qoming Anerican Revolutiogh rocadsd and as wa got
to Know the party detior, elowly eertain charnaterigtio traite began to euorge,
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The firat themo was Ygacrifice,” From ten to Botton thare can naver have been
& sel of poople anywhere zo sonsclous of the sacrificee thoy are making, The
%Johnson-Forest? comrades could not undoretand thie, We in 1551 are not con-
sclous of moking any sacrifices, Waen we soe radtenl types, especially the

petty-bourgeole intelloctunls outelde thz movement and the llves thay lemd, we

* $hank our stars that we heve found 6ors way of 1ife by which we can devolop our
.eapasities 4n every dirpgction,

Even on ceremonial oceasions thig intangible but vory real clash
vould be obtvioue to the discerning. Along with the rocltal of the great effomm
snd suffering and heroic deeds of the past, there was often a peculiny maudlin
humanitarian note af sacrifice, and of going to bed nt night conacloua that
one had worked not for solf but for huranity, Thie came siraight from the
nineteenth contury, Armong the "Johnson-¥orest® eorrndes, one went to bed at
night personally conscions, if of anything, that one was doirg what one had to
do, not fbor anyons ‘elsa, but for one's own self, . : ‘

. Inline with this wo poticed aleo the readiness with which the
wonen ecadves, and particularly the wives of the leaders, burst into tears at
any mopent, IFron the top to bottom of the rarty they swam in maudiin welf- .
pit}f. 7 . ) ) K .

In & politicel party every regurrent phénoneﬂon ig a politicel

© symptom, Ao we grew to know them better, tha genuine political signifiennce

of thie became clear. Both the ¥W,P. and the B.W.P, have been educated.on g
theory of the party, Thoy themsolves, thoir party, would somehow, by some
-eane, grow and wepch the head of the Baeees, and gselze the power, and tims
give thenm the chansce to plan, Both have noy awakened to-the fact that thias
drasm which sustainod then fox Yyears iz nothing tut = Urean, As usugl their )
reactions were perallsl, The W.P,,300ing that there was no party, called off
the revolution and ssught to attach iteolf o the Socinl~Demoerncy, The BM.P,,
secing that there was no revelutionary party, decidad that the Stalinists would -
scnehow become one, - Ench in 1ts own way stdientod, . But the abdiention ‘exprese-
@g itnelf in the vidterness agnirigt renezaden?, the sonstent reriaders ‘of the
great saevifices whiok the "renegades® could not and ¢arnot. endure, and the

: Foraally this would bo of only psychologleal interest, Sut we .
1ived and worked with them, fThey too found s strange. The "Johngon-Forest™
conrades, vigorous, ocafldent, without a trmce of scopticlpn nbout the prolete
ariat, found it difficuit to establigh othor than formal. relationg yit! -
of theee peaple,’ Optimists, rmygtics, idealistd, romantics (the. W.P, had called
ua stratospherists) =~ thene epitheta thoy tried to sting us with, being unable
to character ‘ ating alinisn or towards Menshevisn,

ations possible rmong Murxiats today. At best. thoy -
hzd & tolerant indwlgence fop "Johnson-Forost" somrades with thoir unqualified
balief in a revelution by the American proletariat, Ws obeorved meroly the
strange ways in which political degencratisn expreases itself in personality

and left it at thqt.

of lote  the wholo quéstion has asgumed an é.e'pect','\gh'id:
has .foresd itself on our notice and sorpelled recoznition,O;énly~-didéusged origen
of pors:.-ality in the h:lghes!: leaderahip of the party have ooms 0 our gttente

ton, '
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. Despite our reserve and digtaste for, these mattors, its importanee
forced *tself upon ug. Eov'in it poseivie for a ravelutionary perty, oimod
at the overthrow of bourgecis soofety, to be led by men who openly dlscusg
the past, presont and fiture: demoralization of cnch other and thelr comradest
The consciousness of the frilure of naticnnlized broperty equais workers! state,
the failure of the union pslicy, was obviovualy trldvg hoavy toll of the land
ership, It used the seme 0l1d words, but it kuew that the words carriad no mopn-
ipg for themaolves. It isolatoed itself and the memberahip in rural surrounde
ings vhere it could drown 1%s sorrows ond fiva nome Polbow roomd to exnmination
and soothing of the‘tortm‘-ed personnlity, :

We hold our peace but we coule not help belns concerncd nbout a
Mnrxist party, led by pecple whose politics hed reduced tren to thls unforte
unate condlt‘lon.' Lo .

It wes not only a question of politienl failure, The more semsitive
of the leadership know that the party was attrocting elements wh~ counld not -
possibly ba callad revolutionar - This war particularly so in Wew York vhere
a certain tyre of potty-bourgeois was comirg inte the party, people who knew
nothing and cired less about Marrisn and the revolutionary rroletariat, but
wers bringing ints ‘the Sarty their prancenpation with the expressicr of their
own personality in an absolutely individunliptic sense. The old cedre gtill

had onough ravolutinnary JSracition ari temper to recognize tlese elements for
wliat they werw and to be hostile to them, . They showed: thad. lhostility on .ver— .
ious, occesions, - ONg of the' 408t strlicing of these.types, ‘distinguished by ;
great enérgy in the erdatz -olitlva) activity of the party, .was. at’ the. BaRe . -
tirg clatinquighed By a vulgarity and corruption of charactor.which repelied
aven those wlhin deépended on bor and, those. 1ike her Jor the success  of party.
activities,’ fThe ‘#johngon-Foreath. cournfes felt. not. only, disgusted but; be= - - .
- wildoared by tha .oppearinca of ,theéel;golijaidal.._typap-,i the, substoutisl zole::.. , -
thiey were playing in the perty, iho: distaste bf the. Jeadarship for- them,-and . :
‘Y&t the . incapacity of the leadershidp. to dandle the.sttpation, But thlg ., . .
phenocenon,” sa clearly cbvisug ia tho ey York Orsanizatien, assumod for-un. - :
"2’ iiawl siguificonce wnen we were able to so2 tint thie-type, s new anpeame -
ence inp the ranks, was golicly establisred in the lcading circles.cs -the porty,

. We mist any hers that we were ot ainre of all thig in 1ts total
significence. #any of the facts Ve 860, 10y na; nart. of s whole we (a not
kuow,” or rather.orly. few kiew; those St we. knew we understood and oxpmined - .
only partlally, domirated ty our desire.to stoy in: the perty, Yet thore was
dn increapingly eritionl attitude. to the varty. in all soctiors of the tend- - -
ency,  AlY were asklng themselvas: wkat. kind of. people are. these?, Minally -
there was. forced upon'us. a shocking, recognition of the enllougness, the brut-
ality, the lack of ‘glentntiry Huran decency, . far lcss of revolutionnry: prin- -
elple ahd vigilance to which subgtantinl elewentg of, the most Mghly-rlaced .
leadershls had sunle,,: ~ LT T

i

... The Wohngon-Forest!" leadorshin tnlkod. to. sora of the comrndes, .. -
When' they were questioned and invited to say what they knew, and- thougnt;".
they poured out such z torrent of herribie eXperiences, grievances, provoe
eations, doy to doy strigsle egaingt denmoral ization and such a devastnting

arglysis.of the 1ife’ 3
silendid loyelty ‘and disecipling’ our ‘yourgér -comrades. inrparticular-had en.
dured in’'silence and nntd Jittle €0 s Bocause they felt that to do so would .
be an indirect questloning of our line of conplete integration into the 8,%.p,
One of the lewsons we learned nreln 1g how hard 1t 19 far leaders to liszen

to the third layer in their organization, How ve struggled to renain in this
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p;;rty. Svery S.W.¥.er knows tant, Sub zow our comrpdes were sble to estob-
lish concretely whnt the lenderchi nrw Fnew, that integration into this party

meant self-destruction.

o Ag we understood 'oﬁ"':m'lv-p and vhero wa wars , tha ory- hecame
unanimous. "Tet us get-out-of nerc'mt once. It ir n voliticnl gn.s-cham‘ber.
“We &6 no% “rust this lendst rhi, even Yo carry oub Ltsown politicr) 1ine, FNone
of cur eourades wiho ls in au; c.L't‘r'r'u“.,'f con trugt hirmsclf to them, Even thom
vho ave not degenerate are ready %o suporTi thuse who nre when thelr orimos
ere discovered, e do not want tn dJeouse with them, Such a dlscussion cen
only besmirch us. Let us get out of here as gquickly as we can.”

Ve Lositated for a mooent, vut the final, the uitimate certain~
ty came with the discovery thal the one with tke most hrpins, eathority and
experience who lhed eome to the rescue of the politicrlly unstoble and forii-
fizd the tura to -Staliniem, wes a.lsa at the dispogel of any ﬂegevwmte who
night’ need- -)*utecticn.

T‘:n tex:per of tle coavades can be Judged by the incredidie
speed and cow*e‘mnsiveness of the premarntions to leave this jungle bohind ug -
once and for aAll, v . .

.We cone out infiritely stronger, rore disciplined, nore rature,
nore con.fidanﬁ than when we entered. The 3.W.P, has tate...ly de:mralized aone
of our wenker comrades but G'le +isingly few, The S.W.E, knows thab agelnst
all e¢leoents of degererrilcn lu cur owa rrrks we have been alwoys and are: .
quite merciless politicnlly, though telerant oxgm iza*iormuy o8 Polshevika
have always been. All our princirled jpolitics have meant nothing to then,
They ceuzut learn, Ve have not lost ‘ay it., Zut we want not a singla second
mors of it, .

#ichoson-Furust! now sete oub as on ind iependent Torge prawarix:g
iteelf for the revaiv'ienmy -“ul'S ahend of ug. It viil nob be easy but the
revoluti.n ig not « ler, 1T 13fe in the S,W.P, wmg diffiecult, ng it
was, the task of teijltsg ovs o'm org'uniznt.ic- t:il.L agrand auech more of us;
but we know vhere we are going and we will aow be adle to give all owr _enorgleg
to the tasits for which we Joined the povement,

In gensingion ve rust meke olear that all the leaders and a1
the members of the 3.W.F, are not degenerate, It would Le ridiculous to say
that, There are in the loodership and far mere, in ths narsy, goot comrados
with whom we have woiked satlisfuctorily and ot on ve wmuld be gorry to leave Yo-

hind, 3ut they must unuerstand that they belons to an crganization, and that
' they are resnonsidle for the dominent politicsl an? organis-tional practicas
by which thet ergunizntion 1ives, That rcsvwonsibility they cannot esenpe, We
are not trying to porousde them %o jolu us. 3Iut we belinve that the ravolu'b-
ionary education of vhe comraden will bepin wken they teke & daclsive stand,
in .regemcilable opncailion $0 the degoneration, not orly of the peat end pree
senb, bul ikat wiisl will envelop then even rorn now that we ara gone, Let
them lintea S0 <o zcvpunse tl:e lcau.ar:-hu ¥11l nake to ‘Lis balange shoes,
the most sevion: polltlesl paniyaly ever onde of Trotukrlem in the United
States, And whou they “ pare whnt we have to say anil the stupiditien with
which the 8.9, 7. londorsarp widd reply, ther should then tlink of the prolet-
arlav and the conuitim: spheuin of ‘-evoluticmn"as to it vo hreak with itg re-
peticnary loxders,  Wever, uwaver will thoy e allo to lend the working c¢lass
in rovolution, nevar wiil they Le able to develop theuselves as rovolutionaries
if they are cuncbently asking the workers to do what thoy dure not do thome

selves, ‘ | 1 4 7 4
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Finnlly, to thesa nincore vevolutionaries we ylive n wnrning,
As in every party, in thoee days of bourgecais poersecution, mond comrndea mre
in a a4ffieult position, in danger from €hs pereccution of the JAndon bureau~
cracy, tho government persecution of subversivos, ste, Wo kinow our own revole
utionary duty and we shsll tnke gvary care to cnrry 4% out, Eut if under any
protence whatgoover, theso savege and brutal S,W.P. lenders place any of our
threctened courades in danger, we shall meke it vur special duty to sillory
thase traitora the wide world aver, frem one end of the revelutionnry movemond
to the other, so that cvaryono shall know them and the vorking class be warned
ogelnzt the rensgales nni degnorotes who npaquerade in the name of Trotalyism,

For the "Johnson-Forest" Comrades:

F. Foreat " 1. larain
J. Hoydeu IS4 Widliamg
R, 5t ne Inzz Bennott
J. Fr_ilericks F., Dutfon
Frank Jergnn C. OGaunt

N, ey . B, Gor#sn
Norman Wnrner W. Gormen

auznst 2, 1951




