Jure 8,1978

‘Dear Meintje: ‘
.Thank you ever so much for the work you did on .
Rolad=iolet®s blogiaphy of Rosa Luxembure., It ie of Freat value
ta me, and I hope you will permit me o agk you for more work. To
give you an example of why it is so much more-impbrtant to have a
Women Liderationict write than the summarlos vou pet from man, no o
motter hbw sympethetlc to Fosa, neverthalaes alwayes expand on mattiers
that look like "women fightins" (or do fhey say “ceta fighting"?). '
Where you mention only ona maﬁﬁér on Clara and Rose which includss
Rosn's Intention to gccompany Zetkin to International Women's
Conference~~slie could not as che landed in Jail instead; and then :
Bay but one zentence on Honrlette's estimation of Zetkin's dependence :
on Rosa, no lese a schelar than Nettlo expsnds unnecessarily o
-ag toc just how Henries%a seid Clara was wasting Rosa's time becouse
she herself did not like Clara | \ :
So, firet will you please tell me (incidentaly pease cite
title of ook, publisher, date of publication) what does HR-H mean, |
.,fhat is, how doeg she daovelop the point‘hosa wvaen't interested
"inféamen's movenent "but now shs wants to help everywhere where\‘ J
peopla try te reconnect the torn thresds of the web of int,connection
. Sacondly.'and aven more important,- is what you summarize
in dut one =hort par. about the years, 19101914 and Kerl Kauteky.
What, exgctlz; does she say are the reason of their conflict? Is
it just opportunisn? Is it the posltion of Rowsn on the General
Strike? Is the polemic between KX and RIL that HR-H cite on the
question of the war? Or is it the fact that he refuses to publish
her and she goes “outside" to have it published and thue reveals
there are polemics within the organization? This takes up a
greast part of Rosa‘s legacy as well as 1ife, and Roland-Hoet was
"ultra~leftf so the axact rhrases she would use would be very
reveeling to me even if the space devoted to it is little. Car you
pleese tranclate, say, a Page? Thanks, again. 5
. When ere you coming to NY, or better stiil to Detroitﬁ
i hope it is to the Labor Day convention; we'll be gld} to put both !
of you up. Incidentally, I once lived for a little whilain Worcester,
and wes most. surprised that so 1itiie a place, was both important
for lakor Zwomen eapecially--at lsast in the 1930s it was~-and had
a most saphirticated claspical mucic fogtival svery summer., is it
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’ H.R.H. 'n nlarr zetkin and Posg Luxemﬁugg :

- Only this N . :
(191“) wRaga huxemburg ﬁorks day and night. She prepares the first

ipsue of W Interrstional?, a new nevspaper edited by hefself 2nd Fronz
mehring, to which also Heinrich sehobel, Clara Zetkin and A..-albpimer
coniribute. The lezding article" The RE %%% ruction of the Tnternetio-

nal" is’ a;ready written. She 2lso plene 1o accomnanv Clara uetvln To .\

te. help her with. tbe rreparaftion of an{irte*national womeh'

J _;{Ollaﬂd s toh
oonference, which is to iake place- in-Rern. S0 far she haan't taken

munh ¢nferest ir, the wouen's movement, but row ube wartq to 1"el

vﬁnere, where people F;jz”to reconnect Ehe torn threads of the web of
i ' o

'rx‘t:ernat:l.m‘;a‘I connectionr.
___,.—-""‘-‘--

—

Rgsa Luxemburg very well,but

that Clara Zetkin knew
her hingrephy. Ae a reference;

.‘.ii .. indicates %

“dbdes Qnt rles'l with that relationship in
.ghe gives Clera Zetkin's introduction to the® secopd edition of the

3?3 uniusbrochure, in which Zetkin describes Luyemburp'ﬂ days in Zbrch.

Lhe nemditar That Clore e wet et auh flont Ko lo Mrosmehhie e fur Aoae Loded
dromr . e b
G e et A

oo - H.R.H. OD Kautok¥: (1910-1914): -
She. rtates the peascns for th
'%%ﬁ@a petween the Kautsky and R.1.,
k% mme tortespondence bvetween B.L.

apreiflc infornztion.

hetd
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talks about the pqiemiw,

eir c-nflict,.

but not in preat detail.

and Louice Yautsaky may contain more

was not nenticned.

or. the suffrare - speech:

i Henriet$e Rolznd - Holst heard Rosa Luremburg g:erk for the firet time
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. Henriette Roland-Kolst on The Accumulatlon of Capital:
“In her "Accumulation Rosa Luxemburg tries to prove that. the canitalisf
syetem of troduction,which, te be able to function orderly needs a
continuous increasc of its economic: base, is to all. sides éeoendent of
the presence of non- ~capitalist foirms ang groups of soclety. To create
surnlus~vslue, czpitelism neede a coqhtant _supnrly of lede from nén- _
capltelist forms of Bocdiety. Reyond- yhet it aleo ne=de o coratant SUDr
nly of eonsumers. from these formnt*ons ic ¢onszume this eurnlLe-vé:ﬁE.
1t can only continue to exist ! 1onp as)it finds in its /AYDANEion .-
endeavours fion-capitalist forms o7 life. Arfain and 2pain it throws it-
~gelf upon them and sucks out their vi¢ vl 1uicebiun‘il they finally de-
cay and di Gapitalism then does not on’y live from the exploitation
of fhe wor&er-‘ﬁut alsg I'rom thefaurdex on the different non-capitali!
sooietal forms tha exist on earth. And it is heczuse of capitalism
gthat these :f‘ormatiorac grow fewer in number and sigrificpnce.
ﬁ@ for her, has Rosa Luxemburg in her
/ ‘"A;cumul tion" made an attempt to present capitalism from its origin
to its collapse as a whole, as. a{_phcsive svstem\ in which the same

forces are always active &Acoordinz to her, the imperialistic chase of
capitaliqm ig ro the: proauct af 3 ilong dﬂvelopment' on the contrary,
the imperialistic tendencies are fronm the beginning nresent in capi-
talism; "historicallv understood is the aceumulation of capital a pro-
_cess of metabolisn .whieh ta¥es plece hetween t capitelist and pre-
capitalist forms of o*oduct¢on‘:Ehrﬂvurulption"Efzbus Cﬁvitelist accu-

mulation as a2 whole,{ag an actu historicel nrocessﬁ nacxtwo different

asnects(gbne conceras the coﬁgbditv market and the nlace where qurplus

vplue i~ produced~ the factory, the ming, the agricultural estate.,n"—~
...neace,/uroperty and equality prevail, and fhe(g@grp:dialééﬁics of

scientizic analys isgwere reeded, to reveal how the right of ownership .

changes 1: ihe course of zecumulation into eporopriation nf other

people's proparty, how commodity exrhange turns into exvloitation and

. ecuality heromes elass—ru‘e."(“ﬁcvurulation")

:%L'ﬁThe other aspect of gecumulation of cepital concerns the relations be

"\ Ctween cepltalisc znd the norn-capiialist modes of nroduction which starf
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-making theld dpcpararoe on the 1nternaulon91 stage. Its predominant
methods a*ecolcnial policy,;an interntinnal loen sy=tem- a vpolicy of
spheres of *nterﬂvt- ‘and war. Force, fraud, oppression, looting are oo
-openly displayed withgut any attemnt at concealment, and it requres an
effort to"dicover fuithin this tangle of political vjolence and contest\
. _of power the stern e economic §§Bceca. AooumuTPtion;
/éy@nd sy for Rosa Luxemburf," g process of cépitalist development takes
: from the bveginning place in&étgkpberes. Tts collapse will beginp, when
(_/ it will have devoured ail the-fion- canitalist forms of productlon and
societies.
JResa Luxemburg's theorif of accumulation caused in,fhv,nircles of the
'\yf' E&lEﬂziiiE/ ocialisfs a great dezal of conflict, hecausé ﬁ?s theory =er
seemed to move the "physically necessary" collapse of c»pitalism to a )
far away Tuture. . ' .
Rpsa tuxenburg deseribes in the oneluding chapter of M4 ccumulatidn"
*Lliiarism“aq tgh;spscial field of accumulation af canit?lj which comes
iA,the later nhasec of cap develonment more and more to the £ Fround
aad takes on inc“easinglv violent proportions. Qe"uTting in aQﬁsiange
in the_day-to-dav history of cepital, It hecomes a string of politiecal
end social disasters and convulsions, and under theee conditiong, ™
punc1uated by periodical ecoromic cahaqronhgs or crises. accumulation
can g0 on no longer, But leven heforﬁ ‘hls\naﬁura%]economic impasse &f

P .

capital's own creatin&klb properly feached it becomes a ne%essitv for
.. the workiigr class fo vevolt acainst the rule’ of canital. "Gﬂccumulation7
\\ And so we Aee that Rosa ﬂuxembnrg eventually turns from volunterism
\ back to %1s,or1ca1 .fatalism, whic» was o her economie determ*ni=m.-
Like all radical rarxists of her time, ghe wes convineee, thet the;rn
revolutionary efrfects of the canitalist process of development on the
concicueness of the working clars would present thomiélves. And the
farther the cap. process of cevelooment prngressed, the Etroﬁrer they
would bhe, In the lart instance, it is the hellef in the&blindlu'wori-
ing Torces in productdon thetr forms the rock, on which the temple of
her optimisti~ politiecal radiecalism i« huilt., This optimism she shares

- i
with her contemporeries.




