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penr Raya,

gj::::§°“k fren which yeu gave me the'quozftion wap published
if\1935)and titled: Resp ILuxemburg (Her 1ife anéd werks), by
Her ie Reland Helat-van der Secnalk. The quetatisn itsslf
iz feund on page 182_eof the mixth chapter titled: "The Leng
Mard " (pages 175-234). .

© 71 will startwy trinslatien at the break en page 179.

(Chapter V ends with the decision ef the Social—DemocraiicY
Party te £e aleng with the ethar parties and vets fer the
var credits on the 4th ef August, 191%. Chapter VI begins

by receunting Resa's efferts te unite the warking classes

~ against the ceming war. It than pottrays the despair she pust
have felt van her swn party betraved the preletariat, seeing
g that betrayal-signalled the_celiapae af the Internatisnal
fTer her. ¢ commence with her climdb eut of that dospairn)

Resa Luxemburg admenishes herself. She realizes the need
te live sn in erder te help the werking class find the way
sut of unlimited cenfusien and self-humjliation. One must
bagin the struggle and canduct it en twe frents: struggle
againet the gevernment with all [ita] satellites, ef whiech
it avalls itself te mislead the natien: rress, church, schesl,
universities, and siruggle against ene's ewn party.

Te begin the strugele . . . easier said than dene. There.
is nething lefrt ever frem all that ene attempted te pemaocss
ay peintx eof suppert.’' It is as if an earthquake has wiped
them all away. Where have the theusands ef yeoung men and
women remeined en whem ene theugnt te ceunt with ‘eertainty?
0f the men, many ure mebilized: <‘hey are with the treops that
enter Franse ar defend East Prussia against the invasien ef
the Russians. Others bew the [their] head during the eternm.
And the wemen? Alse all tee many ef the Secial-Demecratic
‘Wemen let themselves be talked areund to the side of the gevern-
ment |literally:s wemen g€® up the lime =4iek of the government,
which Jeuld mean: ge te reest with &r. are ensnared by]: <they
toke an active part in the oerganizatien ef the defenss behind
the frent . . . .

In the first days, ene can ceunt the faithful en the fingers
of one hands New, it deesn't matter: ene must cleme ranks,
ferm a gathering peint, devise means te wake the party members
sut ef their infatuatien. All thin despite the state eof saize
snd the eenseorship, which hinders every direect centact with
the zus=es or precludss it fer these whe den't rear aleng with
this natienal ehcrus. Alme despite the abmelute ignerance in
which ene has interceurse with a view as te what ecours sut-
slde of Germany., One finds oneself in a circumstance of
cemplate pelitical izelatien.
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" Cne must persevers, because it is ene's duty. And because
ene cunnst d¢ otherwise. ‘ '

Initially there are feur whe want te free agalin the read,
vhich lies burried under an avalanghe ef liems, delusiens, ten-
dentieus repremsentatienas: <the read ef elase mstruggle.

The feur ef thex ceme tegether in Resa's dwellings Franz
Mehring, the demliged of spirit; Clara Zetkin, initially almest
breken wlith griefy Karl Liebknecht, a smingle and all genzuming
dezire te moke geed hizs shertlived weaknezs sn the Lth ef
August when he, fer the sake of party unity, failed te vate
azainst the war credite in the Reichstag, as he had dene in the
neeting ef the group [factien). The feurth i=m Resa Luxemburg.
In what freme of mind thzy ceme tegether, ene can hardly guess
it. Pranz Mehring alse saw the bridges cellapse upen whizh
his inner life was built. Clara Zetkin, it is =aid, alse theught
ef sulelds in these days. Karl Lisbkriecht's desperate [?espairiﬁg
struggle sgainst the theusand armed hydra of party instanees,
which make his zvery independent asmertien impessible, is well
decumented his after the war ecerrcspendence gencerning these
instances Abeut} Resa Iuxemburg's imner und euter life during
these f£irdt"bitter menths ne letter er single deoument gives us
a decisive answer. The biegrapher has, ag if it were, lest all
huwan eentaet with her. He knews enly that she pines day and
night te erganize with the cellestive's ether twe faithful,
rabellisn sagainst the efficial party leadership, whish must
precedes evsry ether actien. -

I% speaks almest of its self that ene deesn't find the right
‘regd immediastely. A few ether party membars want te jein them=
selves te the small greup in the first days, me feremest ene
deesn't run eff the stecks launch) tee fast « + . ' Tha peint ef
departure fer all further action must be a pretest against the
vete. #f the Secial-Demscratic fuetiern fsr the war eredits. But,
if this protest im te gain significance, then it must bhe taken
up by as many 28 pessible well-knewn party members. Seme ef
them, of whem it iz knewn that they sharply criticized in
private the "pelities ef the 4t¥ of Augusty are scattered in
all the directisns ¢f the wind.

"Bui ene may let nething disceurage eneself. Reba heraslf
werks day and night. At numereus small, private gatherings she
sapesks he prepares the firat issue ef the Internatienals,
the new-Periedical whersef Franz Mehring and sha ferm the
editsrial beard and te which Clara Zetkin, Heinrieh Strébel and
A+ Thalhelner alse centribute. The main wrtiele, "The Rebuilding
ef the Internatienal,” Resa wrete. Alue, she plans te accempany
Clara Zetkin te Helland in erder te help with the preparatien
of an Internztienal Wemen's Cenference, which will be ealled
tegather in Bern. Untll new she has never werried herself much
abeut [ever] the wexen's mevement, new, hewever, she wants te

_ apsist everywhere wheve an attempt is made te attach tegether
" again a few tern fibers ef the tissue [er fabrié] of internatienal
relatienc . + . But ef the jeurney te Helland, hething cemes.

L) CLARA 2ETKIM iV 148 PRETACE 70 Tue TSuniusoRocHurE LY,y
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Cempletely unervected, Resa Luxemburg is arrested early April,
1915+ She still has a ysar's imprisenment ceming te which she
wes sentenced beezuse of her spesech in Frankfurt in whish sche
sevarty incited traasen [agzinct her countryl . It ham indsed
‘beceme plain 28 a pikestaff since then, that the Secial-Demecracy
is net a party er traiters, but ef brave ratriets. Indeed the
gates of the prisens huve epened theuselves for a number sf
"commen" misdesrs, sueh as thieves, cheats, bankruptg. perjurers,
- seuteneurs (pimpa, bullies|, snd murdersrs. Alse, the decteyrs.
who attended Resza Luxemburg gave the advice te leave her with
roat fer the time being, because the cenzequencas of a serieus
illness, which zhe suffared shertly befere, pessibly will eall
ferth new disturbances in the prisen. But what dees all that
mattar? The autharities are appearzinily in agreemsnt (Ef the
opinieﬁ] that she cannet be lot te have sa mueh freedem as
8till eéxiests in the German state, and it is bitter little, with-
eut bringing the siate ints danger. One will leave her te vage
nxnzxﬁgginx1nxxtiaxﬁtnthntlgxuhigkx:;pnxzxxxzzaruht;xknp!tnxx

struggle which appears fer the time being telerably hepeless
Tinside the priasen] « (I ené at the beginning ef the first
paragraph en page 183, which gees en te describes the prisen
ané Resa's imprisenmant.)

Raya, I'm enclesing Zsrex cepies eF the peges in questien.
Hapefully yeu realize that my knewledge of Dutoh is limited.
As & ten year eld, I had never heard ef a perjurer, for. instance,
and hgeé. 4e rely on the éictienary. Likewise, idéematic ex-
.pressiens effsred difficulties. I attempted te keep the men-
tenea strueture as cles2 te the Dutch as pessibla and €id net
greatly alter the punctustien. Altheugh I have ne desire te
be a transiater, I thank you, nevertheless, fer the eppertunity
t® recennect myselsr with my nztive tengue. ) R )

Yeours, -
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