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‘docided to take mabttess into their own haxds -- and closed dewn the mines,
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TO VAYNE WOMEN'S LIBERATION OF MARCH 7, 1975 ONs
MEN'S CORTTVITY AYMD STFSRATION) NATIOVALLY AD DNTERMATTO'ALLY 4%

.
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Raya bozan har greating to the audisnce by noting that it was on Just such a =
Aorable, coldX snowing day in 1917 in RMurnsia that 50,000 women walkod to /?_L/', 5 5

' ealebrats Intornaticksl-Woments Day, AT tratquist 50,000 bacams 90,000”

Bafove the end-of-the-day,.-and men- joinod them, and the Rovoluticn -statted, v
But’'she €14 net want to start in 1917, end though we would be in 1975 vary soon, ".?]//

ghe.4id rot want io atart there, oither. She wanted to stavt in the mniddle = g
77

ans not because it wrs existantialist snd we wanted to begin at a dramatic part,

- but bothiisg EreataFity 45 not Just irdividual, tut comes when maases are in motion ?f;

to uproot sgciaty, Therefore, Women's Liboration, no matter where it is wo .-
start, and fio, matter vhether or not they Jrod an organization, is first of ell
current. |/ AT history is current historyy/ not only because we are looking at it
wita conterporary eyes, it B4 L-eipnificance 18 what wo make of it when’
we Jook a2t Lt for our perdod

Tho 3 i t werds 1986 Wast Gorman

It was on a morning in 12_{3 i 44{‘}

: yand no |« 4
Wpacked, When they pot to tne pits they\/‘/ :
feund that the women had gona there to them with picket lines. It was the ;atf-¥
end of WITT and things were vory bad econonically and socially and the miners h_eﬁ' »‘”—", L8
bean talking for months abont striking, tut never did, That was when the women ‘lor7H

the following your vhanfPwns in Fra.nce( vhich was still considered a_most revolu I'IJ

It vas -/faf‘ o o
ap

¢ " blenary country abd was Ti1%ed srith gvevyone from Vietnamesc to Cu.zggéfﬁi‘ﬁj’,’{.'a 5 rm

dome to the. CGT Congress to spesk to those thay thought wore mors advanced than

they were. The Camorouns said that at tha erd of the war they were so ha they
went aboi{t trying to find out how to dun thoir own lives at last, Thaey t even [Y
msRa out'menbership cards; amd thought only a fow would come out to the masting .

“they ecalled, But evaryons, ton, women and children, the entére elty, cane out,’

The CGT told them some very stupid things alout how they had to be & trade union .
first, ant then could lucome x party -- all kinds of stages. But, meanwhile,
bacause Africa is not s countrmy, but a continent, the Camerouns told RD this story,

about+2't happened long before WWIL and not by the educated men, but by the 111

1 1929 the British impardalists in Eastern- liireria decided to tax the
they got so furious that they went on spontanecous strike (which was, of
50, called a "riot"), It wuas net only spontanafousy it was ageinst ali tha
advies anyone, including tha eduested vlos,|gave them; it was not only aprinst
British imporialism, Imt thalr owm African chisls, who had not defended ~them;. and
_ ed ‘afl trital linedy,~The combined’ forco of Rritish imperizlism and the
chieTs d3d g “'Et"'ozjﬁ;"} 33, a omshn wWore killed and countlpss others i
:Ln;jurad,md ) ’E}rg.m }Fi : dng ey 2 ”Imﬁu.bu&«/rz/w g e -
—_ And vhat happened right here in/ the U,5, in 19607 g yorderful North
E?ﬂ‘zs‘!‘ﬂr%)

Carolina youth sat-in ¢ a restsursnt lunch counter - tha wapgnificent
Hack Rovolution, Baty i fact is that +Five vears befove 19 d. one solidary woman,
Roga Parks, & seamstross, refused to give up hor s9at on a tus, and pot ervested,
and the incident so arovsed the youth that the entire Hlack population bohaved in

& different nanncr than they had ovor droamed of. Thoy decided they would all go
to tho courthouze, they organined thoir o'm transportaton and boyeottad all the
basses, they inspired Rev. King to bLe with then, ard they kopt 2ll decisions in
thoir own hands by meeting thros times a wosk. .

If you can jJust pick out at random in such difierent parts of the world, and in
such diffarant yoarse such mificent croativity, isn't it clear that ereativity
15 not great ZELIStT At massos in uotion that so uproot the 0ld that a whole
ney continant. %7 & This i3 the kind of creativity we are talking about,
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There iz anoth 85tion we should (ask-ourssives, Why do w6

g

‘Way not July 19 and July 20%—- when\the first women's convention was
here in the U.5., in Saneca Fallg, in va( e I can see three
that thils great date is either forgottan, on a footnote,
' ' F
would have Yo admit that it was the Hlack dimension that inspired ’
slaves, at that., The educated white women wors brought to roalize phat they

id not have a single right of their ovm by the Hlack women like Soljourner Truth
and Harriet Tulmsn, and many others, who w«aﬁ the speakars and the .
of the Abolitisnist Movemant and staried %o ondy the fight apgainst slavery, M
for women's rights. And they soon found out that many of the men who were for
Abolition were rot for women's rdghts, The only man they could goti to chalr theilr
first meebing wms a Hlack man, Frederick Douglss,

The second reason kevolved about
the faet thai—ths gan of the Iiberstor of WiGdrrimn was "The World is My Country”,
This/intarnadiorulism wes not a question of 3 or & countries gotting togsther, but -

EREE yorm bafore 1848, that when they refused to seat the women end imade thew F

. ‘\,V
' 1".,/3 3”((‘\. ~exposipgakiane Irsedon is.dendeds It was at the Abolitionist convention in England,a
{

sit in the gallery, Garrison took his seat in the gallery with the. ﬂ.zd ‘
. o ) : The thixd
reason 13 the revolutlonary aga. It is certainly trus that 1848 Yrings you

face To face with Marcism -- tut before that you have to see tha¥/ it was the 1848

 vevolutions throughout Burope that insp
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Revolutlon wag everywhere An the air,
paper hore yot, but the Fum Tem 4
before, anvther womin, ] : tly when Karx was discovering
a new contiient of thoudit, Was—tis vory TiTet to make a motlen for a wark 'g
intsrnational, an Antazshti of working men and working women, tha not
separeto mental from manual cr theory from practica, She demanded tha estaldishmant
- of workers' palaces -=- where you do not end tie doy when you end working, but

- go on to edt_mation ard all other Horms of activity, UWhy don't we hear of her?

¥hit vas thils revolutionary age of the 1840's? Tt was not only that a new challange
had bean opened, with the Commmist Minifesto hut that bofore that Manifesto, in
breaking with bourgeais socisty, Marx did not btreak only on the economic quativ

—earthro: 16 capitalist elass, Hgp broke on the question o ‘ﬁ
dYfferent of Aeinglh - He said that the Test—fundanenta. B 1L relations

3 . Wnl3ss we so1ve that, we will not have a new society

The reason he called his philosoph$ Humanis s %ﬁress that ho was azalnst
capitallsm but did not think the aga‘bion‘"gﬁyﬁ‘éf‘e an the very twzinning of
creating a new socisty, and totally new human relations,

>
We wonen in”li’?_’,‘/’]have not even yob got to the lovel of Sojo Touth, Shgeﬂ&
was born & glayd, called Isabel, Shs ran away twice, and sha to God,.

- 485l he told her to travel ~- sofourn -- ard toll the truth o slavery., That'
how she got her name. One singla name had her entire philosophy, and not only
for her life tut for ours, ¥hy shouldn't that becoma the tasis for the ro-
orgerization of our thought and philosophy ard actual ravolution? Instead of

revotution, 'icday we ave finding countor-revelution evorywhere. How could it
happen thet 4n 1975 we hava’ Bostonm,_ E‘": the racism of the whites in general
on the school issue, ard the convietion of Dr. Helin, Iook at Illinois, vhere
you can't oven pat the EXA -- not that we are entirely uncritical of ERA our- /:M/""?
selvos == but the people who are defoating it ara the thorough reactionariesi 7L’
What did we do in the 1960s that the counter-reveution is heve in ths 197057
. o -— Wa -
took ouwr bodles back, But then we said we wan o oadg_back, toc. The
activity wasn't going to stop at just being against the bourpeois exploiters,
but was fwmed to cur comrades in the Left who wore content to let ws just do
tho cranking of the mimeo machines. This was the first time that happaned.

And vhen you had all this activity golng, hov could you have such a backward movement? ;




It was bocause we didn't have a philosophyof Iiberation along irit_h the activity
- of liberation, The minute you separats theory and practice you end up in &
BuYorse movanent, _ :

And the expose of male chawvinism is just one of the tasks that has to bs done,
Wo have to met to & criticism of ourselves, That is why I want to take up some

o —

ol the wonen ¥HEENFRIZHIIX theorists, to see what they have achioved and what they

didn't ~ oytaide of the axpose,

. : . Take the_Secord Sex, by Slucne de Peauvolr, What
did she get all the credit for in the 60's7? She was sxposing certain things, not
only in economics, and meking ssxuality a discussahle subject -- tut her conclusion
was that since men did all these things to us, it was the man's problem, and they
had to free us., A Hlack woman werker in N,Y. said that was crazy, ene never knew
of anybedy who got freedom without fighting for im % -De Boauveir's Existen-
4Jalist philosophy that defines "Qther" as the en -~ ; oman e "Other 'y
. There are some terrible things she concludes. She suys of Resa Iuxemburg, the

" greatest theoretician we hsd, that she was "ugly” and iaat's why she didn't have to
worry, Isna't thet fantaztie?t I have known some of the wmost hardsome men of all
ratignalities who told me they thevgnt Rosau luxemburg was the most beautiful woman e
in %hs whols world) she had such a great presence, = was such a great orator, had
‘such gruat thoughts, and such great eyus, that once she was on & platform, if thers |

" were 10,000pscplo in the hall, nobody cowld look at anything else or hear anything

“tut what came out of her mouth. But to Simone de Beauvoilr, it was because she was |
"ugly"t What male chauvinist could be worse than that?  Meamwhile she doesn't .
have to take up her views... she takes them up in passing, As A that isn't bad
enongh she says Rosa Luxemburg was tedave, and was alongside Lolhmecht. Theve
isn*t anybody who doesn't lmow that it was always Luxemburg and LoiHmecht, not

the other way around -- Luxemburg was the theoretician, - But that didn't fit :’m{-o
de Beawvolr's style, : - e

: _ We don't have too mich time to deal in depth with the Exdstential-
ists, or for that matter, with the Structuralists, like Juliet Mitchell, But -
isn't it about time thet all the people who are so hot against male domination

why JBx ape alia ‘f;q,'llowing that kind of a thought? Mitchell has .
ol el

Freud, —- wh s-boen revolutionary, tut-isn't_now: These French and
English are swpposed to be so-much greator than we backward Americans, tut at
least we don't go for Frewd. - . : -
: L . ) Take oven tho one who is supposed to ba a revolutionary
soclelist, Sheila Rowbotham, She writes on 300 years, stating in the 17th ceatury,
but you would never know it from her titles, Who would Jmew that "Impudent Lasses"

is supposed to bo the 17th century. What does she say? That the vevolutions have
all been male defined, and that's what's wrong withthem., Oytside of doing away with.
woman's rola as important, she winds up with vanguardism, Take 1917, where we started
tonight. The action was started by the women, nobody else, In fact, everybody told
them not to go on strike, even the Folsheviks, bscause they were af=aid they'd be
mowed down, But the women went out on strike anyway, and the men Joined them, There
was no party, no orpanization"loading”them. Trotsky, in his History of the Bussin
Rovolution writes of how great they wore. It's true he says they didn’t know what
thoy ware doing, but in five days }Czarism. the greatest reactionary system in the
world at that time was ovebthyown.” Now you would thirk that iAf this was & male-
deiined revolution, and that's what's wrong with it, that you would have a differont
interpretation of 90,000 people walking out on strike, But what Rowbothan sayz .
is that thoy didnt’ know, it was only spontansous, and apparently nothing is important
until som2 intellectual leaders tell you vhat has happaned, She is pushed in a
certain direction with thodghts that have nothing to do with mals or femala, I

you are burddned with the concept that the masses are backward, it doesn't matter if
you are mele o» not,
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The cnly time Rowbothan comes--out, against Marx is when she says that since Marx
gave the corpect in rotation of\the exploliation of the worlker by the
capitel ist, it was{only economics.) It dsn’t smo. He named his philosophy
Bumsnica inorder to\siress ha was against capitalism, against Communisy, and for

. netr human relations. . Mot only did Mari help organize nany women's movenents,
write 100 full pages on women and child labor in Capital, tut he practlced vhat
he felt. Who in the 19th century not onlysaid they wore for egual rights, but
practiced it? He had Medame law os part of the General Council of the International.
Rowbothan has to disregard Humanism, disregard the dlalectics ‘of liberation vhich
has entered into oach part of the struggles) all in order to say that supposedly
Faminism and Farxism will come home to roodt when WL 1s made a precondition for
revolution, Noswr, it is cne thing to say that we have to practice not the day
sfter 'mt the day of and the day before —- mit who can make "preconditions”?
Doee anyons Jnow what will happen? The four greatest forces of revolution in
this country are Hlack, Labor, Youth, Women. But to talk of “procorditions*
meanz you think you have ail the answers -- and that sort of thinking cannot come
from anyihing else tut the Fantastic view that the masses are haclkward, and the
Homel MASSES oven more so because until they learn their politica from you they

- will never get anywhare, : .

" f~Ag against non-understanding of what the Dialectiss of Liberation means, lot us
Sl Took at some women who are vory great, And the greatast at thls moment is Marde~
: Barreng, one of the "Three Marias" vho wrote SNEIERISRINLIFRIIE, EEEERFL. the -
. quese Ietters.. Jihadave a talk in the U.S. and mede three main peintsi -
/1) Ane greatness of(GolloctivitX.” The fact that Hliree women in fascist Portugal just. |-
Jocided to sit down Bnd falk togother about a 1Bth century nun and what ife was . |-
*-1ike today in Portugals They decided from the fivst not to reveal who wrote which 1
L pa 5% all }hrars},would have to go to prison if awyeme did., Tho first collectivity .
. . uasiform of Irdiv. gvelopment<d pave ih o . o
- 2) Sexuali Eﬂ\ﬂgﬁ’ What wa ) :
- _to i.nt;z{-r(;\.wﬁ en and asking j
She saidlunlesg politics was S\-raf— ay of raedat
- way of dcing-ihings -~ kot changing littlo tiny
Fore, it totally uprooting the whole thing, there was no- point te it.
Sexuality was & political guestion ==~ o worst thing was that it was hidden.
3)  And ‘he third thing was finding Marcclsm She said she was for feminism begause
itwis the only hope for changg %is-so v which she had, The Trotskysists
who had given her a platform were very urhappy with the ansver she gave when they
said it was the rovolution in Portugal thai freed the women; she sadd she was
glad there was the revolutlon, ‘Wt it was not that that freed them, but tho
intarnational movement of wumen who send—yrys protes wor- throughout the world.
' N ﬁmk o—t.u.:ﬁf

It 13 bocause you have to have that sort of feeling for creativity that comes out
of liberation; for tha naw continent of thought that came with Marx, for knowlng
* that when you talk about "loadership” like these women ars taliing about it they
don't mean one more vanguard party, 7They mean the nnity of theory and practice, '
If wou get the philosopny of liberation as that unity of theory and practice
then you won't be so worried about the philosopher -=- is he man or iz sho woman?--
you will pay attention to what 1s the philosophy -- and vhether that really means
to change all the rslations,

At 4his stage when we are functioning urder the vhip of the counter—revolution,

. whether that is in Boston or right hers, it is important to see that we do not

have just "mirdless” activity, or even great activity -- but activity together
\-with a pailosophy of libaration, :

Raya finished with a quotation from Chaiper 9 of PHILOSCPHY AMD REVOLUTICN on

the liew Passiong ar® Forces, (P. 280 "Tho uniqueness of tedays WL novement ..
organisa of liboratlun." andp.290 "It is true, of coursa.s.from itself") .
P61 “"The new that charactarizag N BESs e renaina to be done," 1435




