- , Jan. 19,1977
Degr Diane:s

The tirst paragragh of your "Scond Thoughts" was 80
original and hit Gracae's contribution right on the head in a way

Zhat éacaped me that made me expect less quotations froim myself,ete,
You surely dia also grasp P&R, and it is an excellent way of
projecting Marxist-Humanism among those close to us, but for the

. "public”=-and a great muny do not either accapt me, or believe that

anyone "truly understands" when they quote, that I felt a different
syle wase nesded, especially since I changed my mind from thinking

of it orly ag an article for the paper, Rather now I think 1t sheuld
be rogorked as a contribution also to the Bluck Thought pamphlet.ln
any casa, one has to explain why one rereads a work, and therefore

‘a 'lst par. should say something @m like thisy On rereading Black
woman, which in many waye represented something new and different

by talkinf of Black women gnd revolution, with eyee of today, I not
only saw ite tremendous gape, but how far we have gone from the*60s.
make Toni Cade*s contribution on pill es "grenoclde"l...

a critique of o )

o By/Toni Cade's piece becoming first paragraph it
will permit you at once to come to the '70 and to the class aspect
for it ig & fact that, whersas the natioralists and middle-class
Blacka{who in any case knew how not to have a dozen full) shouted
_againat "the pill", the working class women who hardly knew how to
“'care for themselves, much lees & blg family, were visiting parental
control clinrics. (Or whatever they are called; Ray,NY, worked in
them=-still does-~and he could tell you a lot of etorles.) .

: . Then, by zoing to Graca's (do leave out Jamee Bogg'
pi¢ce, both because he ie a man and one wrote in *68, the other in.
*22, during which there was quite a transformation in thelr views)
you could bring in both actual revoolution and pghilosophy, as you do,
but with imra fewer. guotations from me. Instead, go to the ‘708

and your own views on twc levelsY (1) on international level bring
in that magnificent Timorese revolutionary, Marie- Bonaparte, %o

show how a "backward" country can leap idelogically far above

thoge “undsrveveloped intellectuals in"advanced” country. {Ask Bess
for copy of Perspectives in which I quoted substantially from
Bonaparte; I believe it was a year ago, nct last conv.) {2)Interview
Yvonne on her activitiesin actual struggles both on welfars, on
rant; snd on thought.

This will also permit you not to end with quotatlon
of that which was already published, but what you see is either
being done, should be done, is being raised, on toidly new plane
by Black Woman today, whose passion for philosophy and revolution
recopnized both the dirsction thought gives to action and vice bersa.

when you have finished we can declde whether we wish
it first published ir k&L or walt for pamphlet; actually we may
use it in botn places since there will be many a month before
pemphlet is ready, whereas N&L is in deep need 6£f monthly contribu-
tions to acts and thought,

» AL - e e -
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SECOND THOUNHTS

In the hook, Black Woman, there is & serious separation in the unity of black
revolution and the 1iberation of waomsn, The eesay "iilack Revolution in Amerlica”,
by Grace Lee Doggs van begin here for two reasons: l)not only that Crace Lee
Bogge isn t a black woman who presents an “historical essay" on black ravolution
(and her cefinition of 1t, which is tho whole point of the matter), but alsc,

)ihere 15 such a distortion of ‘hlstory en a ground of "Or, as I prefer to phrase.

.4t It ie abeuxd to think one can write an essay on black revelution (in 1968,
no less) and not even mention the wurd “weranv. For the fact 1s, the forcap of
literation show thamselves to bte htlack, women, workers and youth, And there will
be no olabvorntilen here on hew this intellectual presents her "prioriti=c" on what .
a revolution Ss and isn't, Tor even thes, her essay would lay the zround for this
eritique, 3ut it is Importent to see her wish "+oward invelviry ever deeper layers
of the ocprrassed maeses', while with the stroke of the pen, she does the exact op-
msitﬂ'o

Let us take her concept of black rovolution beginning as a "reform stage",
At this voint, ¢z YWwrings in Dr, ¥artin Luther King, Jr., as the leader of this move-
. went for "integzretion Lui his strategy was confrontation, and in the actual struggle
- the first was twrned into 1is opposite by.the second,” Dut right here she totally
" missen the reason the masses wanted Antegratlon in the first place, 1In other words R
‘here~ls the desire for new human relationships. -And, yes, the atrategles of re-
"+ volutiong.ohange, but thls does not mean one. stage of revolution trkac out the stege
e . prdor to €. On the contrary, there is a continuous development through revolution,
..~ WPrantz Fanon in A Dying .Colonlalism saw this very clearly as he states, "The deci~
"7 slon to involve women &s.active elements of the Algerisn revolution wac not resched
1ightly. In a nense, 11 was the very conception of combat that had to ba mocdified,

- . The violence of the octupler, his ferocity, his delirfouy atiachment to the na- '

tional territory, induced the leaders no longer to exclude certain forms of. combat.

. Progressively, the uxgency of a total was made itoelf felt," And getting to Boggs'
attltude to black revolution in America relates to the same attitude as P&R shows

+An Cha" 7, "The African Revolutions and the World Economy”; ". . ., ona socialist
yrote aboutréhe African contribution as if its theory were all comprised in Tom
,thya'a *one man, one vote'. Leaving aside.for the moment that ‘one man, one vote'
_disgleses mothing short of a revolution against white domination that parades as

* democratic civilization, these intellectuals have a long way to zo before they
equal the Africans' intellectual grasp of their tasks and responsibvilities, , "
In other words, merely seelng revolution as separations of race, sex, and class
neans the aight of a ravolution is miased, for there is always a constant striving
for new human relationships, in the thought and activity of the masses.

The fallure to present in truth, what black revolution is, becomes more ap-
perent in G. Boggs’ essay when she “describes" the black masses and her surprise
on her "question" of thelr consclousness, as if prior to hex "discovery' there
was very little black thought at all. She states, "they are consclousdy anti-
cepltallst” and "conscioualy antl-imperialists® as they are “now following in the
footatens of Ealeolm”. Her attitude to the objective world 1s to be ptressed bere,

for it 1s the mame a3 Jean Paul Sartre - an outsider looking in, It's the vary
reason her conclusions (something mo tontradictory to reality} as to say, Marxism
"contradiets the historieal and dally experience of Blacks." Chapter six of &3
shows when “Many instances are recounted against the ‘'dogmatists’ who fall to nee
the particular Aindividual, the concrote event, the singular experience, the new;
in a word, human reality, Cleariy, the ousidor looking in, wants to be in,” Ip-
portantly, the very experience of reading her essay, shows always; 1}535 conelu-
sions are first and foremosot; 2)the leaders are presented and 3)the masses of peo-
ple are last, The worit of the puople are brought in aa an afterthoucht,

... the truth 1s concrate, that is, whils* it gives a bond of rrinciple and unity, it
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als¢ possesses an internal variety of development” (para, 14, from "The Loglo of
Hegel] R.D,, 1961) +1iThe masses troughl in xx as an afterthought is definitely no
vacoldent, For it becomes distinct when Jamea Bogzs in an ariicle entitled "Seyond
Rebellion” vayss ", . . 4% 15 only under ths revciutionare political Jesdership of
black people that this eountry will be ahle to get out of its contradictions.”

He cxiticizes black power az black nationallien in saying it cannot be reality Ain
" thet there camnot be a golng back to Afries and that white people in this country
‘eannct “vanish into thin air”. Rut it's just as 8tifling to have dreams of lcading
the masses. He gess on 4 to sy “Me have the fear which always ke haunts the
revolutionaxy soolal forees, the fear of not knovwlng whether they can win, the

lack of eonfidence in themselves znd in thelr ability to craate a batter socicty,"
It 1s right here vhere Fanon enters with hls activity in the Algerian revoiution;
"Today the greamt ayatems have di1sd o are Iiving 4n a state of crisis., And 1t is
20 longer tha age of Iittle vanguards, The whole of humaniiy has erupted vielently,
tumitucualy onte the stage of history, taking its owm destiny in its hands, ' Capi-
talism 18 under selge, surrounded vy a global tide of revolution, And this Tevoli-
tion, otlll without o center, without a preclse form, has $ts own laws, its own 1ife
and a depth of unity = accorded it by the same maseos who.create it, who 1ve it,
wist-dngpirs esch other from acrose tounderies, glve sach cther spirit and enccurage-
rent -and learn from their collective exporionces.” The difference shows how Janes

. Boggs* articls falls on its face.

- An ineptness is revealed in seeing James Boggs' article as ground for Grace Lee

B " Bogga' essay, (To even imply that the struggle against capitalisk is the "complate

7 aortradiction €0 the historical and daily experience of blacks", is the ultimate of

‘contradictiony; in chapter 9 of PAR, "To face reailty, and to faze it, not through

shesr volunteriom, but with full awareness of all the forces lined up againat us,
is the one way to amsure the coslessence with other revolutionare forces, espscially
dabor,. which 1s a0 strategleaily pleced in production and has its own-black dimen-
" .slon," Aluo, Grace Lea Bogge presents ths "history" of white america as Nallues, .
but not the history of youth in the 6C's ~ white as well as black. When the white
-students sold themselves to the anti-Yietnan War movement, it showed how racism is
- parmented in this soclaty, Rut 4his dous not negate ", ., ., without white lahor the
syatem cannot be torn up by its rocts,* (PZR, Ch, 9) In returning to MFartin Luther
King, Jr.; it was precimely when people were moving forward agaln that he began to
realige his limitations and was killed, Xilled at the point of truth — labor (lead-
Ing the garbaze workers strike in Memphis), !is perspective was also widening with
hie concmmm of the Vietnam War, “Hell ho, we won't go* was the concern of black
people in this country An fighting the enerly here, This perspective vas grounded
in the reality of the oppresslon of black recple in this country, S0 1t cannot be
a simple ratior of atating King was an “inadequate leader™ of some sort, tut to gee
¥ing's own trancendernce as a must in order +o be with the masses already trancend-

ing,

In "leaving out" Toni Cade’s essays "6n the Ipsue of #oles"and "The Fill;
Genoclde or Libaration?" 1s not to say this is of less importante. On the con-
trary, the importance of Cade's “ssays presents the whole ground for the book,

For the Rxmk fact 1s, Cade edlted the book in 1970, - In her eyss, there are "two
kinds of revolution”, @M "Cne is that of burgeoting black mride and militancy. The
other 1s the rising demand of women,* Through this, it 1s urlikely that one can
see the black woman literationist. For it tecomes a game, on the one hand there

is black liberation and on the other hand there is women's liberation, But when
the very words "black woman” are 8pey s, there is no divisien, 1Is there a certain
time to fight for black and a certaly tine to fight for woman? I say no. There

is only one time, And I feel angulah for my sisters in 8§, Africa when they "suffer
additional disabilities both ir law and in custom," ("For Their Triumphs & For Their

o i g

Tears”, Ch, 1); And the wiite woman in S, Africa can share rights with the white
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e ‘because of the co].or of hexr skin (although she does live in 2 male dominated

soef.aty). -Sp 4t ien't » questinn of 1t bsing a "private” mattsr or that “Revolution
" beging with tha ‘gelf, in the 8elf,” {On the Iseve of Roles", T. Cade, 1969). But .,
11', !.a a quastion ocE uhat freedon i35 to "a% i Hom.n. and childr, ‘

L : . .

Dizne
los Angeles
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