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1o mi cxern oovangds € P,
: Jan-Juna 1907

- i‘he 'vei'y ﬁmt D ‘ ution Sfur the 5th mngress was written by
./ Lenin in Feb {thought the (ongress was not to meet yntil the end of Mgy), and

‘vas diacussed 1n soveral 3olshevik caucuses and ﬁh&&nﬁﬁ?ﬂ_
; glution.® The 2nd sectiop”, titude to th ‘Bougeo

becoas the major reaclution At theactua
286 Nﬁks of ‘the Proletariat at the Prosent Stage of the

1ng .
of: € he working clags Samm - the\jlﬁﬁﬁ] : @’1
Y 'nith :H; mass of the:democratis pea e 0 .
e Ry e
mzntiona v mist guide the activities of
 this tusk, without for:a Ment losing sight; of the
o tha proletariat. (p. 139) - ey

B -> N =
. e of the cent.ra.l comm:lt‘bae i
(Ma.y 21) «is the most impc'arta.nt,

¢ 456-468, it chould astually j.ncluie

arks (Hay 14. (27) po. 469-424.‘ It'

i 'Plekha.nov too evadecl the substance of‘ the dispute, only in anothar wa.y. ‘

g e!dm:'ov poke absut Rgea Iuxemburg, pleturing ‘her a8 a Magdeana-veclining on
clouds.. t could be finer! Elsgant, gallant and offective polemics.,. Byt '
, I would nevertheless 1ike to ask Plekhanov: Madonmia or not, == but what do |
"you think-wbout the substance of the question? {Applause from the Centre and the
. Bolsheviks.) ' After all, it is a pretty bad thing to have to resort.to a Madomna =~
in order to avoid analysing the point at issue. Madomma or mot =« what must our ate= - °
titude be towards “a Duman with full powers"? = What is this? Does this resembla
Marxism, ‘dossit resemble the independent policy of ihe vroletariati® (this a.ppaarq
on p. 329 of the original-1909 edition}.

The volume elso ..nolwias the objections to Trotsky's amendment; the &

attitude to the original Poiish draft; objectleons to Fartor's and »
and ﬁna.lly. Tps 489 =509, the actual Resoluticn. _ ,/




' Of all the reforences to the 5th 1907 Gon.gress and there are dam few —=
‘the superfieislity stands out most Thus: theugh the Collected
- Hoxks give tha speeches, the wotod W Vo, 3, give no more than one
" aingle extract, on non=pa¥ly organivatior, which in only 2 pagea. The excuse
#as that an article, "The Platferm of the Hevolutionary sScelal Democracy”,
covered that, but in fact that artlcle in this volume is not the ha.ppeninga
of #hg 5th Gongrerss, hut what the BOISheviks wers doing in Feb, in mmmuinn_.__ —t

‘for -i%.

: @in 'I‘rotsky a H%‘Lifex 'k /
on pe 202, 1 men+iona the Dongross "It was a wrotracted, crowded, Stormy and F ‘
,cha.otic co'k;rsss whereuoon all else ke mentions is mesting Gorki whom he J/

res; e Rosa., whon he had Immn since 1 _and_nentloning one of )
his apeoch o-this_.r () ute :ght_.?(aud which happsns
to ba xe pamphlet ra which he ings d?fq,?-"’
A Y'that speech ag an a.ppen » i1 which he fomlses on the fact that he }nd_._:__,_, i
: ig'wl'ed +the_peasantyy and iged It, which is a fan’t-a.a? cHay @ -

0o Tead refer to thé‘lQO?-

eition , or r2
(the- f.'u:st was Jan, 1922) indduded tho.
2??) ks e ‘pea.aa.ntry.,hoﬁever revolutionary it may-be; 48
: ¢ 85111 lgsc a leading political rolo,
s, uita auperficis.l. ' ; 2 '"‘mtasﬂ*é'"é’till 48" that heN
' had reproduced. tha 1908 ‘anziysis, wail £
ournal g > predicted (ps 3

ea"‘poné‘I‘EIa "’I‘Ei ' BEt, . BE £ xnow,

11 ‘never materialised 'beca.use. undexr thé leadership of . Comrads Lenin the Bolsheviks

cha.nged their policy line on this most important matterc (not nith fmner atruggla
' g of 1917, - that is, before the selizire of powar. "7 EVen more y
t l. lantlish' iz ths fa.c'b that he decided to include thi diculc d totally
. jArohg artlcle, theugh he wrote ﬂw ~Lootnst dw eritlque of the
Bolahavik position of the time '5- dictazto i_ of the proletariat and
the poasantry) 15 today. /ri.c-interest_onlyv—- t differences have long
been resolved.™ (p, 299 _if-tHat weren't emobgh,’the MENEK majoriiy of the
article had been dirvect ; GV and. the t'lenshev:lks and even though,
towaxds the end he had "The Mansheviks' view on the Russian revolution @

Together with the Mlsheviks, they ¥/
s but both sidds interpreted ikis

% and losing) tH : .a.nd_'tﬂa. s moreover, this, -
: rgm-h:ﬂn&ﬁing to d4 with the{ Parmanent Rgvolutiond was on the reldtio%p
bourgeois >3 @5 his own spﬂﬂhe—ﬁﬁ ho made showed. (réfer- -
ence above), And throughout , his @@MMTQ is so t that far.
fron reprcducing Lenin's phrase about it being revoluk oLﬁocracy of the
proletariat and peasantry in dicta.torship, he always mrefaces TheVord democre.cy
with the word "(nouyis“ )
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' Balsbenoff (Ann Arbox
&t the London Congress
one who was punetugl ==

- listening most carefull -
‘metionlously.
1a :

] ?
&matly the: saus,

- the overwleugthy ta
* .- disputes on the agen
~having been engaged in t
ovar three woeks,
raxties and anoth

o™ Ao this ¥

of 1507, about his

Yook down everyt

ks, the fact that 1t took a
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his activity (rd referénc
Lenin gave a very long report
er one on .the activity of the

« o
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“not & single word escaped hin, ot a gestur
: 4
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idently he was tha only

es", with him
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ding over the sessions of the government, his monn

¥hereuvon, after all the complainie about

ithole week just to com
the actual content ix

kay importent because it was the only theorstical topiF t

ory, whereas Lenin Bt only wanted to dis
theory to the mmoctical protlems facing him,. *One wondaxs
‘of ¢heory for Afgelica as well as the others to

e
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“that to m

S R o @Dautscha: {19
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talk business /-
ouss theory e
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portant”chaptars, (6) 1o the theory of
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ound question of an al.
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oats and d

indesd, he makes Troteky's whole 1ife ae.a series of- S
don) . 410 _the next chapter, whewe the

re Ao Eren uhe actial minutes

imn': ‘very ‘clear that he had actudlily reed -them, bocause what
. had"a common

anco of peasantyry and with the mroletariat, without
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@ hPWI‘I'B 01"‘ THE ﬁggl OJNGRE“JS, BNTENTS OF GESSIONS 7 i ‘

Ut congroas %a3 openst April 30,-at 7 in evening by Plokhanov, The businesc

- of the Praesidiua and elections of othexrs, &8 well as the Secretariat, took
Tlace tbsre and at a second session the following .day., The greotings from
‘other organizations continmues all the Rt through the 74 session (Al in faot
‘ .conté!n*uec later) but ifs’at 't.h_d: session, May 3 3 {16) that I.uxenhwg speaks {op 7
| to X : . ;

Thadaha.te muheagenéé.andwntﬁrernotthm should.bea.ny-bhmg ‘
Aike. thio Geraans, continues

. Y BIT L

';tha ‘quest, begins - ,

‘374 end 1azsen : - R : ;

romtion to bourzeois meriies azﬂ the seme’ is ue . the followingr '
LT on.the subjent(pp. 397-404) , and the following day, sesslon 24, Ha.,,r 14 (2?)
RL (pp 43?-1{-3?) Lenin 1:%2-1!46), giv.z the conoluding remrke. -

'.I.‘ychka.'s gma.t rec\ommmda.'l-.ion for this 1963 adition. the, 1.n- E
. ly -Btalinist, and so are'the *Yootnntos, " Ao*h:a.lly, S
Paris, is the vory best, ths most objective, and,:
‘when Stalin was atill aliva, included naturally,
ia-dpeak at the Gpngrasa ~= and even mers m:}udiced
_ at, however, iz good in all editions i that mo:
nather: ¥ tock, infeotnoting and introducing and concluding DR
the minutes have not been ‘bampered with and the 1963 edition does have the adﬁed ﬂ‘
ta‘.ge‘tmt £ repmduoas a gool yart of what the Bclsheviks did in. we= - o
ng' for that congress -and 'bhersfore Tenints az:eeches to those caucuses
thesa am i.ncluded gollected Horks, Vol, 13). o -
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. REFERRNGES TO 'THS FIFTH CONCRESS™ (fga{gﬂ \ng%‘r?(': ;8515/?‘ I
8t VIL, Collected Works, Vol. 12, Jan-June 1907 : o
_The very i¥at DAft Resoluvion for the 5th Gongress sus urittéﬁ'bs'
¥}, and

Lenin in Feb (tacught™tho “ongress was not to meet until the eml of Mg

-~ wan dlscnased in revernl Bolshevik caucumes and called "The Presant S

- dn/the Democxmtie Revolution,” The 2nd secticn + "The ATtitude to +h
Pt ' 1 e major vescolution at the a OHErens, - -
P"Claas. Teasy ‘the Present Siage of the =, . - .
Domocratlo R-volubion®, witk it emphesis on the fact of “deamcaxsoy™ is actusily
on-the role 8L ths wroletariat ‘who -alone can consummate the rev'ar “The conference
deciarest .. «2.that  any belittling of ihis. tagk will Ineviiably-have.the rasult .
‘of - converting the vorking cleas: trow - the leadex of the people's revoiutiea, ... :
oarrying with it the wass of the democratic pensanizy, into a assive rarticipant
of the’ revolution, behind $he 3, bt

"

.. -Thon the jth Congress =~ Ail 30 to'May 19 (Hay 13 to dyne 1) 1907)we
xoproduces: the' main ZHIE speochess Cn the question.of the 8 agenda, - .- <17
..y 2°(.¥ay 15)5 ‘speech 'qn the motivities of the Central Committee , May H(May 17);

i on the activition o’ the-g;m group, May 8 (May 21 oo, the nost important,. ...
- rhowevery is the spesch oit -ths attitnde towmrd hourgoots- partios since that o7 )
oa39's waln resolition, May 12 \Maxr 25), pp. 456468, it should actually include. . = ;
¢ alas, the ENHZHIEUSMREFRSEY capclu&i.ng?imrks (May 1%, (27) pp. 469-47h, “Itts;
.-, ¥he latter vihich answers Plekhanov p. 471: - ‘ B

© ' "Plekhanov-too evaded the substance of the dispute, only in anocther way, -
- Plekhancy ﬂsok.e about Rosa Iuxemburg, pleturing her as a Madomms Yoolining on
clouds,  Wat eould bo finox? Elegant, gallant and affective po_anios,.. But _
I would nevertheless 1like to ask Plskhanov: Madomna op not; == tut whet do T
you think dbout the substance of the question? (Applause from the Céntre and the .
Bolshevika,) After _m._lae_{_&r t is a, pretiy tad thing to have to resort to'a Madomna .
in ordex $0 aveld analysing the point at issue, Yodomns or not == what must our at<
titude be towards "a Duman with full powers"T What le this?. Doss this resembls. & . .
Harxism, doeait resemble {he independent policy of the proletariat?® (this appears” -
on p. 329 of the originai i909 edition), . . L

'The-'\mlluma also lncltdes the objections to'i'rotsky’.:s'nmeaﬂmant; the .
attitude to the original Polish draft; objections to Hartov's and Martimov'a
and finaliy, pp. 489 «509, the actual Resolutlon, _ Co
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' 0f sl the refexences to the 5th 1907 Congress — und there are damn fex we
_the_suparticiality stands cut most glacingly. Thuse 1) theugh the Collected
Works give the spseches, the Sele Works , Vol. 3, give no more ti;_,t: one
. 'single , 00 nen~party on, which is culy 2 peges. The exouse
" ‘was that on Ariicla, "Ths Platform of the Bevolutiomary Soeclal Dexocracy™
* govered that, but in feot that artlole in this volume ig not the happenings'
. of the 5th Congress, but what the nolshevike wers doing in Feh. in preparation

Por it. :

S ‘ Lo 2) in Trotsky's My Life,
on p. 202, LT mantlods the Congresas "It was a mwotrncted, crowded, stormy nd
chactic Comgvess® whereupon all else he nentions is meeting Gork3 whow he
adnirves; meeting Rowa, whom hs hed uown since 1904; and mentioning one of

' his spazeches, "thich ‘to thic day I think is absolutely right"(and ‘which happens

", 40 be reproducsd in the 190 ramphlot repeeduced in 1571 in which ha_Includes
that speech as Bn a , in which he focuses on the fact that be had not

. . Agnored ths neesantry and ILenin had co recognized lt, which is a fantastio way:

- to re?er to the 1907 Congresas : ’ , e Lo
BT L e 7. Now what is fantastic about that 1a that,’ ZARS)
- thAt 1907 talk he hed veproducsd in the 1922 editlion , or xaiher the-nd edition .

* 7701922 me: July 108 3922+~ (the fizst edition was Jea, 1922) " facluded the =

- statement (p: 277) "the peasantyy, however revolutionary it msy ba, is.pot- -
capable of: playlng nn independent, still less a leading political role,"” . And . .
icn.the whole'1t-is qiite superficial, - “@_mrp fantastic 66111 is'that.he -
also had reyroduced the 1902 analysis, oh he. had published in laxerbuxg's .
‘Jowrnal ‘and which had mredicted (p. 316) that "while the antirevolutlemary .- ST e
aspects of Memahevism have glready bacome fully apparent, those of Bol Aem- . T
are 13lely 4o Leoone & serious ‘threat only in the everd of & victory®  which ...

- he’dares: to.fobinots in this totally irrecponsinle wmyi"This threat, as we know,:.. ... *

paver matesrialisel because, under the leadexship of Comrade Ienin, the Bolsheviks . ...

¥ cnanged. their policy 1ine on-this most important matter (not without dnner striggly <.
“: in the Spring of 1917, - that is, before the selzure of power."” Evenmore. - . .

- outlandish;-is the fact that he decided io include this ridicvlous end totally. S

. viong article, though he wrote in the first. footnoter “Bhe critvique of the - .

- Belshevik position of the tims (democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and . _
the peasantry) is today of bistordc intorest only, Past differsnces have long = ..:
beeh .resolved.” (p. 299 es if that weren't emough, the MK nejority of the ..
.article n2d boan dire inst plekhanov and the Megnsheviks and even though, s
“towands the end he yritta "The Mensheviks)view on the Ruasian reyolution - -
was never distinguished by great clarity. Together with the Balsheviks, they
spoke of 'carrying the revolution to the end®, but both sidds interpreted this.
in a pmely formal sense...” The truth is that he had supported (after trying -
to modify it and losing) the Bolshevik Resolution, and thai, moreover, this, fax
fron having anything to do with the Permanent hgvolutlen, was on the relationship .
to bourgeois parties as his own mpeech, not the best he mads there, showed, (refers.. .
ence above).  And throughout . his dizdain for democracy is so great that far = .. §
fron veproducing Lenin's phoese about it being revolutionary democracy of the
proletariat and peasantry in dictatorship, he always prefaces the word democrucy
with the word "bourgeois”. '
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orm gmaaions of 1leain by Angelica
.‘Ba.'.la.'bn.uoi‘f {Ann Arber :pe.perlndcs. 1068) n Z , Balabanova thlks about Lendn
‘at the London Congress of 107, about his punctuality - evidently he was the only - -
one Wi was pmetusl - and the Yslxategy and mansuvern™ 26 well as ™¢haos™, with him
- lstening most carefull ~ "not a singie word cacaped him, not a gesturs”, He .
meticulously took dowa everything in a sert of diary. Wnen I sas him 10 yesrs

- latew, in Noacow, rremiding ovex the sessicns of the governmant, his ma.nne:r was

- exnotly the same.” (p. 18) iheceupon, after all the complaints about the chaos,

th2 ovar-lengthy talks, the faot thai it took a whole week Just to couplete the -
&isputes on the agends, all che has to say about the aciuel content iss™ Besides
having been engaged in this sotivity (xd xefereuce to the above) in Ionden for

over throe waeku.' ienin gavw & vewy long report on relations with tha bowrgeols
mrt.iss a.nu amthac: mmo. @ the activity of the Pa.t‘ty' Centml committee.”

o Hew th..xs m the moat inpoxrtunt nEsolution of the emti:e Ckmgresu, and 1t was® o

_ .easpoallly. izpartant beceuse 1t was the only fhsoretical topic that m the Bolsheviks -
 wonty B8 8l other toplos, like the amlynis of the revolwtion“as such® wes voted. .

dcam ‘on the, tesis - that ‘the Congress wes & unlty Congress and we shoulﬁmkbnslnms.

andta.otieuandnot thaory, vhersas Ienin had not only wanted to disciss theoxry - '
Jﬂttha rolationship of theory Lo ths pmetical probleme facing hin. ‘One womdens
tho zta.‘bc ‘of ‘thecry for Angelioa. as well as -the othm +o linit t.he rcpozt.

S i neutaches (195 bt .
% ocs devets one 6f the post, duportant Rapters (6) to tﬁsTmmol'r"' :
¥

3 emanet Rovolutioh, {indeod, he maken Trotsky'a whole 1ife as = serios of .
foe-hmtaa 46 that zreat gentus? conteilation) twns to the naxt cha.ptnr whoré the o
_5th- Congveas -iales place, aud calls it “The Doldrums¥ 1907-1914", ‘To that he - -
devotesmly#;agas. 6xa whedens he glves you s maference to the actml nimrbes ‘
of the Congress, it imn't very clesx that he had dctually roed them, becauss what ..
* 'he ‘singles-cut to comment ¢n iss a) hwlmin&dmowledgmﬂnthotu{qrh&d’amm
‘goovnf™ on the queation of an alliance of peesantry and with the mmoletariat, -without:
. moe mentdoning that they fought MESH 1iko cats and dogsy b) whexsas he admits thit ..
thara was "inellactual superoillicusness” (p. 178) ih IT's attiiude to both Bolahaviks
and Hemsheviks, he says tizt it was due to the fact that LT "looked ai both throwgh .-
the prism of bis theory of Pomanent Byvolution® whereas in fact 1ittle of that aeems
to have emannted in the Copgress; and o) he attributes that horrible quotation the
following year about "the antirevolutionary features of Bolshevien" (fin, 4, p. 1?8)
4o the faat that because of his belief in the theory of PPrmanent Revolution ..

IT didn't think that-elther would ptand the teat of time, but "a neR molution Hould

: ccmpﬂl both factions to revlae thelr viewsees"




@ MIUTES OF THE FIFTH CONGRESS, CONTENTS OF SESSIONS ‘

(ongress was opensd Aprdl 30, at 7 in evendng by Flakhunmoy, The

: . ng day. The greetings from B
- other oxganizations ocntinuss nll the wy throngh the 7th seasion {and in Faot o
_continuea later) wut 1fs &t thet sossion, bay 3 (16) that Zuxesburg speaks (o7

~ . The delnte o the agends and whether or nob there should be anything. .- -

. theoxetical ‘oz Just mmactical and msiness-like , iike the Germana, coniines: .
for o -3 I mey yuots ‘ane thing by Lenin, The Teport om-the activitfes .
ht‘the'-lz‘uh;am&n v May 7 (20) '

begine an the informaticn bureais wo gat big reports by Lonin:{pp

: avd ‘cotinues alfithe  ~ i
tho, RTEMGERERENY 20tk session, When at the 220d seugion, Hay-12(25)
lumhxrg(m 383-392), | TNAXTEE i HHXTIN T BRHTLE '
to b"“rB‘GOiBMi;B -&‘:‘si.ﬂzo* sams 15 tIue . the followin day
). )y -give-the coneluding

rexormandation far this 1953@11@1@,-\@-;1@.\1;- ,
oduction to it im 1 1y Stalinist, and go ave the footnotes, Actually, .
: veRy . _ ont, 1902 Paxrds, is the vexy best, the moot obJective, and: .\
. With no_footnotea, . Th 3z vhen Stalln wes still alive, *noluled tatirally,
an/article by Sialin w. he 41d speak af the Congress —- and even moxe, mrejudicid
footnotes than the 1063, Wiat, however, i good : all editions ivthat no .. .,
m@ﬁga:;mnt{:!iber_@_ieg they took infootnoting and . introducing ang conoinding. ... :
the ninutes have not bear tempered with and the 1963 edition does have. the sdded 48
_adventaga that 1% reprodices a good mrt of whet the Bolsheviks did In mre- o
“maring for that Congress-and tharefore Lenin's speaches to these caucuses
these: are included in follsoted Woxks, Vei, 13) K : '
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