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letter ¢rom Poter Hexcmsn Soeember 1, 1972

l'lea.r Rey - Thanit yoa for the Jmus greetings, 1 -don't know whnt you smitt.

Right aiver you inderwed ma aboul your sucoessa with D5ll I had writien you
& note consvatslating you., Yos, this is an achlevenent %o bs proud of.
hat eles?{I still do not bolisve in Hegol Now. I tatnk 1% ocan oniy load -
to more confusivn, Sure, I an also for atudying Hapgel now as I sea in the
20's whar Laain®s Notes appoaved. But not much morc thay for stuwiying
ptross, Herder, etc, I an afimid 1t is a7aln 2 suageling pwmy fron Harx,
It is the mame, omrctly the samn asn whan tho proat irntellostusls started
0 go tack to the "Youny ¥arx". I enjoy, and will sgree with, every womd
of the “lowng Harx", tut I 4o mot noed the “Younr dsxx=" (ha reglly mueent,
ahst he e91d nhout the * Z mtee”) sinca I have 2 zuch batter (ooporats)
cne frou the yeav ¢552 on. [Gngela hii 3¢ right when he at the funaral after
- aumepxining the great theovetloal, rhileosophicel snd sclentifis schisvonents
aaidi "For Harx was Dudore /1 oleg & rovolutionist.™ ifou ure the oav who,
‘Tightfully, epsaks so such abunt theory &z prastice——mshere s Hogel's
pruotica?® fig-Fegel—zar avayj maybe you v Gon't krow that Hegol wes fivst
a jowmelich (spruction) sud thentookrefuacm ths miveraisy wnlle Harx
{«“turming Hegal om 1ts foot") gtantad to Letons a professor Mt decided
to_ssoopt the editorsidp of the “Rhoinische Zeltung™, You-cax-gjump-4o-the
Cpat T ‘@5 2ot hallievo, without ever: havi to =89 -your boa!c, that you Imow
.z Hegel botter: than lagsulle did. lesmmlilo went to Birmaaiz, il
.wmea’'not & renognde, it wig the Iagmof}iogal to gn to Bismarek.>
“irvoush the streots 1n Bawh Germany I s&w plomty of lLassallian mmum.
‘and nevhere is ‘Hegel faught aw'mich an at the untversity in Leipsig, Svery-
~where At tha walla you ses the good lagelinn wond “pegple” (=Volk) tut not
onee “proletariat”, I egree, Hégel introduced tho idox of fresdom iuts
thilosephy by sayings “The paosple w11l Jearn io fosl the dipnity of man."
Bexw tzrly is tho genius of Hepols but “Memel Now* when ho lived %0 and 46
yearw aftor Farst and Sehosuf-and atill 44d not go as far as thoy? ilis
heror spninat them is sonewhat the same 23 yours ageinst !ao.** ¥hat other
affeat oan yoos logzelianisk have than frisnds for smne’thmg which
iz sumreand becinpda-fyen the yeal Xarx? |[What tho resl MHarx is, you loitw
from his lotter to Yeydemsyur fzon iB852--tho declolwe year, by the ways)
vepdn wan right that on should stuly Hegel to be lutter able to undoratand
Marx, Wt one émummﬂeaal o understand Marx. Lenin spoke to reyge
Iutiorzaion whe fell for iguteky eto. like he himself tafore he hed siudiad
Hegoly you, howesver, apeak--through the Dall camparyv-@o poupls who at best
meton the vy to bomne rowlutionsyy. Onp _can bo o ravolutionary without
liagel! Flanqul and Karl Liobimichi wore the "Heart Brain" of the Fyench
and Cearasn perolotariat, ut complete "aAnti-lardista™, obicml.cht who wao
“the greatect revoluticnary, yes yxolstarian vovclutionary of thiz contury,
" the mpeaker of ths proletarien ymuth, was sleo the anitboxr of

"p & thick sonistic work, olesrly anti-farxiat,)

T aan't halp 1t Tt for uo wond and deed go tnzether. Parvia ws 2 gonlal
relitician with great mowlutionsey idoas tut s scoundrs), and therofore not
worth mading any noro,

#lat's not kid oursolven., Hagznl was rovolutlonary in Cermauy (and iuesdad )
tut alveady for behind, I dere say "resctionsry” comparod to hin French and
Snglish contempererley, fer behind St. Siuon awi avon lolbach, The troubla
with German phillosaphy swms that it bocanms dopepdent on flegol and @id not
regllzo ubnt H. lleine had salds “The philosophisal rovolution is at ito ond,
Hapal ha.d clonod 13 ciwnle,” The noxt stop was Wolthiny (Commumiae), a

stop asay fion Herol. '
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letter from PO i : -2

: ¥Yhy Hegol ¥ow? ¥hy not Feuorbach How? After all, Feusrbach was just

& Aimportant as Hogsl. You-nhould read him; not only what Engels wrote

abert hime Feusrbmoh, and not llegel, wag the firat in the whole History -

of Philceophy who inteoduced oconsoinusly the ides or "WE™ instoud of the

“I", {Fox.liopel oyen "the pooplo™ wore 43111 "I"l) I bet Marcuss-and the
payoho-anzlysis-naver bothersd with Feusrbach. .

If you giva toduys fntellsctuals caly Hegsl (or at boat liarc via Heg:al
they will pever understand the Proleterint and Hawx's snd ¥ngols’ diacovery
fron the “Holy Fandly®™ cn. Hoze importsnt than ibe Marxiss ae o whole is
tho Jdovojopmont of the thoughts of Haxx and Enpels, and 4f you wish the -
develoyment from Hegel, tut from many many othera than Hegel,w-{fan*t you
ses that ¥ 4 F learned mpoh + much more {rom Fourler than from the whois
Hegoel? Why go back to Hegel who atlll-contrary to the French and Engllsh -
thinkers=ho th theology no matier wvhat his GOD~-rezlly-axiatad of?
Todays intellestuals will never, and that was Luje®’s mistako, wndaxstend
the Prolotaxiat from etudying Hegol. The tack is not only the Dlaleotia .
of Clies Btruggle and hareby discover (as-f-sx-suvo-you-do-enphealas) owr
Freodor and Hmnimo-all_thntma dtaccnured-long before Hzrx though Marw

—~SRe—ths Bost-conmoyEens- Dt tho RGlo of the Prolotariat. That,
‘apd that alone, the:mmggmplehtva to bo tavght and that one czn oaly
- st fyom Farx snd Engels snd fenin and Taxenbusg gnd (don’t jump at we)
Trotnky ¥ ¥ao'| T for one oan say such things since I never, nsver
with ghything Sypleally Troteky|, never from Hegel.-%f
1 :&vnlutiomries tskag__m/ than the whole Hogel.
p-0f - 0etl-TOVy-MOVERSHi tecmnes
typﬁcal thl.t the. officia) intellectuals in thoa Vest ag gg
: -fall for "Alienation", Suve, a gocd word, vory Hegelian pyd
Ph.m:un, ‘thare is & vexy vory good reason why Hary since 1832 414 mot
uaathiawoﬁmmra oxcopt in comnection with labor in the predunstion
recess, Every 1iberal you can imress with the slogan "Alienation®, Tt
he will otdi} be a 1iberel. Indseds the best way to bacome snd feel a
Itbexal is the outory against “Alfenaticn”, becauss the begt way to reducu—
(ot wbolidh)-"Alsenation” ia to maks the fellow “intereated”=-if 4hs horse
aould only be’ s_ntmst.ad in the bemuty of its hamoss. it would pull much
batter,.
~—""1% 1s true that up £421 the later Lenin, Hegal was treated 2e Moses
Hendelaghn had treated Spinoza—asg " "s but I also foll for it
xhan the Comiatern intxroduced the great "Campalgn" for Hoged., Yes, I
olited from 1.1:, I studiod Hegel at that time vory intomalvely with
e, s 1 eajoyed 1t and with the ™ ¥ I thought
Hegel tonthe tho stoze of wisdow. But when the war be@n 1938/39 T bogan
to understand ¥hy Hegel{Mow) is used by tho Russians g as the Prussians
. uced Hegol in the %ine of the Kings (Engols' beglnning words in “Feusrbech“),
I bear In rind that I have not read your wolf, btut you ¢an say what you
went, I do not sgvaea with “Hegel Now" for whatever rosasons you right have.
For 1t 1o from me to suspect that you simply want to impreas. But "Hegel
low" can only lead to more coufusion. Do you kanow the ilogol«dult of the
, Hungarian "Herxigts” aftor 1945? 1 wean ote.* It should be a
M.i_ggl { 0o oan acosnt overy woxd in ilegol, and 3111 not ba a Tovolution-
ary, Hautsky oto. txied to do it with Marx--1t did not work; the Partei-
voratand hed to out out semtences from Marx and Pngels, "oxplain" ALd in

: + I don't mean Lukacs. He at that time gnt awey irom 1t, Lukaes always
chauges ovary 5 yoars,
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to say openly that Haxx and Engels, aftor w1l they were humana,
o mado zistaies-or wars valld for a certain time only.[ Trus, -
ing with the flig of Moreism, but Hilfordiy in 1927 on the
oo bghaved al=gzedy Like & very aick or fallen horse and ,
: lond Exler suocesdad in taking out the word “class struggle”
‘propmane, It dosa not work, The Russtins still talk Merxian-
too tad Htalinien wea taken outy 1% will oome back), but the
ion of "walue® ate. in “Socialist Zoonomy®, as you had shown, -
olzahed too much with Marx's Fatish character of oommodities. Don't tell
sgel uwnderstood the real oeening of Napolecu on the white horss,
he M4, tut sven LF he did, the whole Hegel can not reach
pegis of seotion 4 in the rirst chapter of*Kapiisl”. Azain,
noed Hagel for? Why Today? [Tt tan iunlsed bBe of gmws'; ercite.
Hecel todmy, As 4¢ omn be soart (1t is realliy done today, 2
to pimd Clausewltz--he is erilliant, witty aad & gueat Hegellsn
~tien o quota fyea-, btut who can teech (launsewitz to nilitznts
hiutomdm%}grﬂm his volunminous antlyses of the war 1815 is tiuouzh
Gonaméte Nommntinm gtaris with Maxer, with nobody elsel Up €411 Marx it
_ groat fresa! ILWRIT Wofore ¥awx an abstraction, alao for Hegel
btodly went afiar the experloesnce of the Fremch Revolution
_than a1l Komanists (=Fhilosorhy) befors him. /I can take Hexdar
w851 Frenddz As mitcn s you take lvgel and aa much as
> Benjaudn Franilin {Hexdar oalls Frenkiin his idol of the vty
csups of hio " ")e Why Hagel? Why sot arn anthology |
- of Fresdom and Husanitisa, But vhy novrish Idealiem?/I will not glve up
what I loayried in the Kurxisn "Cueder® that Hegel was an Idealist, Hore ./
 JJust the sars e with Spincea gturted Philosophy (as Hegel
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| than tiatg ,
TFighttuliy sadd) and therely started the and of Yheology=-just the saus
- staxted with Mavx ths end of Philosophy. Wiy sow@® beok? :
T Yeu Jmow that Fare had planmed to write a "Dislsctic” similar
[ “Kapital®, I ewoax that 1i would not have besn a “philoacphy" or & "systen”,
i At wntld have beon & gigantic Oriticus*s exnotly as his oxitique of Ricaxdo,

Yo, (i this word weann enythirg than not Hegal Fow). I aven
titlee ("The) Dislsctig--Critique of Soolal Philoscphy™ and

Qe , Adex Hxith and Rioando would have been hexe, Hpinoma, Kant end
egel (and of course &1l the vulgarists). Would you for exsmpls says "iii-
o Fow™? Read the vulger coconomists and you will see that Ricarde was
Bt move tuat not loss revolutlorary than Hegel. Iike consequent Hegel jJust
ths seze 414 conesgquent flcando le2d to xevolution, Bub NOH?

A1l thisz bacauas you scemod alwnys to Insiat on my opinion. You mighi,
Af you wisk, use this latitor and sanwer vublicly. All the bast, P.d.

* Marx never accoused the young llsgelisns that they oould not read-and under-
stand-tiegel--thoy wore usod to his lunguage better than Ray Dupaysvekaya,
what he said 4g that thoy were “dependent” on ilegel [MADHANGICKEIT VON HEGE.'L“l
and*that was the remson why they had not even txled o glve a i

ariticue of the Hogellan system, though every onc of than claimed to have
alrsady surpasged Hogel," Cowmmmdism neant to got away from, to oritleize
rudically, Hegel, and not HEGEL MOW,
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