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Dear Reye: ‘ 5

. With the exception ef five or six paugos in which he speaks
.. spascifically ef you and the book, Professer O'Neill &rinda bhip owa phile- .
AL sopkic sxe, with net einetly glittering clarity. I do think ws ceuld de
R o Witheut it, unlens he'd be willicg to allew us te cut it aaveraly to make
47" 1 1% oueh more pertinent. )

-

P I guess you will hava to'apply to Allon & Unwin fer pernission
'ﬁpdﬁﬂt°.?§“'th° Hogel extract. We cam't have repercussiens after Publication.

o - I did complete the remding of Book I, part 1, and the saquel
. ars ny observationc cencerning it. o ;

—18 not easy to credit. Where is the evidence beyond yeur
L saying "Hothing else can account for the today-~ness of Marx's
Homanisa™? I think it is incunmbent upon you'to adduce mare
tangible testimeny that there is widespreed reading eof Hegel,
snd not merely that of his iunterproters. -

pedi, 8% line from bettom: "the concept...'to a man.'"
" The meaning hers is not clear, to me at least,

- ;Vi" "pedi,/14nes 6-8: "It is not true.,.anything by Hogsl." This

pitll, 92 line from bottom: “thoze opposites, intellectual and
o warker." Of course you do not mean to say intellectuals end
workers are miutuslly exclusive conditions, except in a special
s, p~—8ense, I think you ought to indicata wvhat that senss is.
] -J/) (An interesting aside: Why "white" and "Black"? Would -

g '},"'
1,;, - : i
R ou write "man" and "Woman"?) -f, . s Lo
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Chapter I - Abgelute Negativity is New Beginning
¥ Absolute negativity needs defining and concratizing. -

p.lﬁr:; 8¢q.: The section of Abselute Knowledge could be made

clearer if you wars to ahou.aﬂconcretg;k}gﬁgg;gﬁl’iiﬁﬁﬁk@.

\ ©of "the method of hew the oppesition betuwcen selfs faidicn. — i

"M ness and its object is transcended in life." ’
I think this is true of much of Part I of the book. I an
afraid that almest 200 pages of abstract explication
of one of the mest 8btruse systems ¢f thought in Westera
philesophy will begin to discourage almest all but the
alrsady initiated Fegeliad scholars and studentes. If a
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picture is sometimes worth a thousand words, an example may \ At
#xplicate a dozen abutractions.. ‘ "?h;v;4x~ -

//’Z/r

- S
( ;7 ;hsre is a need for a gloesary of—kay Hegelian terﬂs such as ,7Qi;§i
- abselute negativity, Motion, Moment, ‘concrate univcrsnl.
concrete totality, absolute idas, etc., each defined in a way
that whole sor‘iona of Hegal'a syatenm suddenly become illumie.
pabed.
P+20: We are missing specific page number for footnotel &
p.45, last sentspce: "Ia it juat,.,.which pen adms?" As it
atands the sentence sesme to be a disjunction in which
only one of the alteranatives ie pessible. But why can't
it be ontological Idzplism's "delusion" t¢ think it can
‘abaerh' the ebjective world inte itself and at the ssne
kizme have it as an ideal toward which man aims?

-

p. 57, lat line: "Ja®med up.” Thia is net = feliciteus
phxass. Yo you mean "condensed," "concentrated woy
"reduced,” Bincorperated,” etc.? 'ake your pick or
“coms up wi.th onc of your own. L.\w;‘

(Thu burden ef “the proot that Hegel's philesophy is '"not
only saturated with veality, but 1livse, woves, trans-
toras real@_z,"fresta upen you, I contend that but for

- a comparative few Hégél's intiuence upon reality is, for
-the wvsst majority who are aware of that intlusnce at all,
recoguized through a acant knowledge of the vulgarization
of concepts of dialectical movement, thesim-gntithesias .
synthesis, etc. T believe that you will ba meverely cir

-cum=cribing, and unnocesasarily so, the prespective audience
for the book by taking for granted that the first chapter
will be comprehenaible te those without previeua training
in Hegelian thought. You'll have to root Hegel in the
cencrete, as Morx is raoted in the councrets.)

Ghapter Il = A New Continent ef Thought,ete. -

e s emma e e e el . - . R - A

Check the two extracts, please. Either the translations
or the slisions interfere with the comprehension of the
passages guoted.

The first extract, with "Hegel" as subject, is not
really a ssatence and the thought ic not quito clsar, .
at least to me. ) o . e
footnote 129: Is "Iring" O0.K.?" v+ - !

lines 6 and 7: "t also analyzed...Greek art." This is
awkward and obscures the meaning. Pleuse recast.
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p.ldzg iast ssﬁfence: nalthoevgh HerX.. concept f theery.” This
sentence iz not clear to ke, Flease clarify.

£-109, line 3: Don't you uwean "ireversed™?

pe ™ , line l4: "his day's reality." This is emblguous. Pleass
olarify. ‘ '

p-115, lst line: What Iantitufc?!ou haven't identitied it befsre,
I don't think.

pe223, line 5: What is the antecedent for "they"?
(Parenthetically, I refer you to page 126: "Whether it was
becanza Marx had not completed Capital, or the critique
zmust be supplemented by the concrate historic works, such
as The Givil War in France... is proois.. of the fact that
Marx did not go in for abstractions, that- for him 'the truth
27"} . ip conmcrete'..." I suggest we omulate him.)
AT P-136, last line: Can you come up with a maere felicitous ters
' than "statificatien™?’

Chapter III - The Shock of Racognitiud and the Philessphic
-7 Ambivalence ef Leni ' ‘

pe 142, and extract: "Cavse and sffect.,.development of matter.”
Are you quoting this correctly? There se¢sms to be sume in-
complotenens hera, as 1f seme worfl or phrase-wera miscing.

p.Lku,'liue 21: "jamming up opposites.” -See my coument  above,
p.57, let lire. :

p.lﬁﬁ, lipes 10-15:; "Loag berere...huesti@ns of the day."
This is an incomplete sentence.

p.162, first line: is npaat" 0.K. or should it he "rests"?

p.163=164 "Ever cince.,.the histeric stage." Onme of my intermittent
redinders to you thatabstruse sabstracticniam is %o be com= _ -
stan€tly guarded against.’ It is up to you te carry our Lenin's
dictum that "theoreticlans pust bring dialectics to the masaes,"
to quote ycu, and to othars, I would ndd.

What was it Roxanne says in “Cyrana de Beorgarag": "Improvise! Rhapsodizel™
I adds "Concretize].”

Ever,
"
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