- ¥ay 16, 1972
Desr ¥oKim Stuele:

. . The pressures ol a very heavy lectirs achedule which I jjusy
finishod and a hot ovjective situatiesn hoated up to inhunan, impagsitle asasults by
Rixon have comblned ts glve me no breathing space %o answer your questien on the
role of intellectusls untll now, ~ I ageuma, hewever, that Dlzz has sent you soms

. of the writiags I had promised you both on Afriea and and my new work on_Fhllsao

" .ard Revelution. - . ‘

. The seriovs guestion yeu raised 15 not someihinz one can snawor

by meraly poh to our werk en the questlon, Since you are a historlan, tharefors

I trust yeu will not wind gning back to '"beginnings", at lewst it i3 the heginning

Tor Marxists who do accept that Marx diseoversd « nww centineat of thought and yet

it nover quite gol an organizaticnal expression that mat that philssophic chellenge,

In & werd, begzinninz with Enrels(whe certalnly waas loval to azyx and %ried hard 111

his death"to make somthing out of ¥ the endlosse=snd herribly scriptede-manuscripts

Marx loft unfinished) we have not yet risen to that challenge. I never participated

in the cricgiclisms of Engely becauve they were directed, not in order t- rise te the

challeage, but bceeusa they meani consclously to divert frem the chartersd roads
as’ I unchartered paths, by juct being wichartersd, are therwdy "orfiginad.h

: At ths sawe time it is true that Engels, especially, en the’
dimlectic', could net measure up to Marx, aml Eogols, as the practical man, was

se concarned with organization, individual roles, spucificlty of tho empiric conorobte, |
that he decided EBE Lo return to dielectlc origlins, bnt Instesd bring Fouerbach fup.
to date®, answor tha'immediate® questlons {188U's inatead of 1840's). e havo_sufferd .
from tha, vulgarization of dlalactic materialism, and are yot to freo ourselves of it.!
This wes 30, not bocaums, as Lelsteatlallsts und leformists and "Sclontists" alike
infer, becaunss thore is no dinlectic in "Hatwra!, but oecause the historin o
dialectic 1o se very differently--;lorlously, humanly sow-~ that to search for a -
"gommon deneminutor” iz to viclate it eatirely. Put diffurently, procissly

bezause nistory is what msn and women make 1, bscause of the ingseparability E
of the Subiect as maker of histery from the sbiect [ bo it "maiter! or Naturs
er_"Sgclety) any divislon of NHubject from Quject at that point-y the ravelutionary
transformetion of soclaty-~kills the emergent new seciety bacause 1t kills the -
eraativity of Subject, of the endless Movement, of whet jlogel would call

"Second tngativity", and Marx "the pormanant ravolution.™

Hhen 411 1s sald and dose, audjout-lass motion, bhe it aven as
cannolass antd the "transternln;"in® as the end of loe age or birth of nuclear age,
"Nature" can still be as blead without human nature asl as “arren as those plansts
walralroaninrMafter orfup inte', How wo admi»e tho compubey and degrade the humen
being, the human passion that strlves for fraedom insfosd of materiality:

Now, what has all this to do with the roln of the intellectual in
a Marxist-Humanist orcanizmation, you micht ask Impatiently? VWell, just consider )
what intellsctuals have heen doiny this past century, ao fearful of there having baenf
Yone, only onn Marx", that averything fron "the Peity" through the "Frew Individuslv i
feven in occupled Francal)te chossing between exlsting State Powers has achioved ‘
in bringiny ur to the totzlity, absolutenaus of the prensnt voeld crisis,

The Tlrsi Sraat Dlvide Lo Zarrlss cumw wilh ihe Sotrayal by the
Second International, It took so great a cetastrophe, a werld holocaust, to make
Lenin recoynize that such orranization wasn't veally the answor, the “activity"
which would make masses Tollowsleadors, leaders -ho had "brought them! Marxisa as
sgalnst elther exploitation or trarde unlonism, OSo the zreat genlus tho extendsd
"the vanguard perty to lead! to tho poiant whare that 1s thabi=NEammyrstill a1l
that "history" resembers about him. (I assuma you do know all tha changea thet
ocourrad 1n his concept of the partywl302-?3 -<Ch,XI of Marxism and Froodom deals
extensively with tho question ol ths relationship of apontanelty to organizetion.)

Yot the greatest part that Lenin has bequeathed is the philosophie
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* return to Hogel, the revolutionary dimlectic without which the revelutlon iteelf

- would huve besn endangered, and,indewd, wes even after 1t had succeedad but he
dids the philosephic ambivalenca aided the gbjective. situstlon of & new
cowtar=revolutionary stage iz gain deminance.

: Lt : :

, .+ But if "the Party"( Trotsky,on the outaidalﬁ'cluda} hora for tharo
was neither d difference in goncept of party even when ho was expolled) and
mere opposition to buresucratizatien( insteaa of disceverlnz, slong with a new
stage in’ cognition, a new, live revolutlorary force that vas alme Rerson) did not
. lesd way out, vhat did independent, non=Party intellectuals do? :

Well, & new spoch had opsnsed in the 1950's from balow, from gractics,

trem loaderless munses, bo it in Fast Furope on June 17, 1953 (precwded in

toackward USAY by workerd battling with antomation) or Afrtica (Ghana 19575,
precedad by the Algerian Revolution) or Black Dimenzlon in USA, &nd %Ml thero is
. groater dearth of thought among intellectuals than over Lbatore, It W ss if

thought, contrsry to Hature, dees like a vacuum. 3ut I refuse te bell wa that

and, as I have ghown in M&F vhich is fully built en that uovement I pragtice =
o _thegry and o new gociety, over a paried of nearly two canturles, thes Am- .
“mothing in the thought aven of genius, that has not proviasusly toan in the «ativiiy.

of comdon man.

o . This does not (does NOT) mean therofors there is nething Sor intel-
‘lectusls to de.  What it means is that that is where the intellectuals® taek S
£irst begins, . The moments in histery when he did recegnize that his genorsliestien.
aave helped leap shoad because practice, téo, is ane~side, and only the unigy a
of theery and practice laads to reveluticnary tranaformation. thea humanity ,
did discover as groat dimansions within itsclf «s outside centinants to conguer, -
“(Msy I ba 80 conceited as to ask you to read the 2 final pages of firat odition

“of 1i2F ,pp.286~7 and write me your cormentary?) ‘ -

) ow I will edmit to one great falling: aver mlnce giving up the
party %o lead" concept, "foreing" 21l intéllectuals to -Listen,listen,listenYour?
s intsllectuals have very nwvarly trénsformed themselves foto "full fountain .
pens" to take down what others sald racher than projecting their own ldess,
ance they did recognize the revolutionary forcos are alsoc Reason and wisdom
comes from the counssl of many. But Philosophy end Revalution does, in fact,
reveras the procass, that is to say, begins and ends, instead, with selta .
development of thought itself, But we have not gotten far and now I feel very
gtrongly intellectuals aro of the assence. 1 was snpecislly impressed by
your gquostions bescause your interest, long befora you mot any of us, dld begln
‘Whero s revelution was going on, in Algeria, and your tield remains Africa whure, !
despite the revolutions, we are witnesslig backwurd moves/ ;

When you consider the hottomless theorotis vold slnce the death
of Lonin, there ig hardly an end to all’ the theoretir vold that nels to be
done 1 ever it is to catch up to the challenge from below, not to mentian when
3t finally will meke 1ts leap at unity of tha two, HNothiag is more urgent
thase days than to work out a tetally new relationship of theery. to practlea,
and nothing nore nesded than done orizinal contributions that come from salf=
digeipline as wall ar readine, pet the monstrouu Ygymptomale! Teadlinz of an
Althugser who Teads inte avery one from Marx cdoun what hie empty bui Verudite!
easulstry apins out of the ceavolutions of his zray mattar, but a historie
reading that dees not separats the yesterday from the today-naus of hlatery.
The one great original contribution teYthe theory of the party" Lanin did meke
was the definition of what is a party member, that is tc say, the dealal ef
membership to those who would just write but not nolonr! for there i3 no more
disorgzanized porson than an intellectusl and ha, he above all, needs the
balonging, the discipline of a local, not “wotlng', mach Loss Preading out®
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‘of meabers because seme one cn hizh or low duclares to ba "andisaiplined,® but
the full coltectivity in working out ideap 25 wall as. siratezy and taotics. That.
is why, at ane and the zeme time, News & Lotters Cormittews' Rosolution hes ‘
practically ne discipline--yeu cannet be expelled except for an anti-cliss
strugglo actien or munifestation of racial chauvinlameewhile daily activity 13,
agatn, var ational, and. yet
tot feel that the
At the

the massss ‘antuidg,
outside and ineide.

. ‘.. .. Since it il ig se now,” you 2ah help us wWork out aome '
spuoificetions abeut special tasks for intallostuals, You ware right when yeu
suld we have g Jot 4n aay sbout what intellectnals carnat do, but Liftle of
vhet they showld, It was, and is, imparative thai they recegnlze basks as not
ths “source" of Reasen, but reslize it ‘comos spontenasunly frem the magacs,
frem all the ferces of Lliberation-.wWomen Lihezation and pouth as well &3 the
erucial Blzck Dimension. But after that you baiter dig, dig deep ints bookre,
inte histery, inte philesephy for witheut catehlng that single 1ink of
continuity (the lif'sbload ¢f Lhe dlelectic) with historic past, with Harxism
in its orizins, there is no way to silugle ouvt tho new and develop the ariginel
fer ous dey an both histeric centribution of oue age and the revolutisnary |
transformatien of the age, : - ‘

: The ona thing that improsssd mo from the lectuve tour this .
‘year is praclsaly tho intellectuals* ewn realisation and hunger for thoery in L
a, serisus MarxisteHimeniat sense. Heratofers it used to bs véry smoh the otudentas;’;
the activiste whe would listen while their proressers took the how off frem
"nen~acadexic responsibilities." This year the professars whs did ationdeesnd : .
An UCLL. eepecially it was almo in gpacial celloquiimn knkh on Nerxism-philosephy's
ralatisnship to sconemics, the dlalecfics of lberation, as ¢ unity of. theery and”
practice; can Althuswar be celled a Marxidt at all? wkat ig the Black ‘Dimensien.
globallytind even the quostien of how deos ona pro ject. philo'sophv'orgmlmtieml"ﬂ et

- T I'm most serry that wa got %o gpeak so litile outside of
"Cormal" telks, I deo hops that this can bhs the beginning of a diaioguoeeand
I mean it orally and not only in written Tern, Our weakest point iz the oral
trojection, the chalienge to ether tandennies and not only to the state or
academie or the cepitalinst factery; there we can leave i to the preletariat
who fight it day in and dey out. 3ut what do we do tc ecounter the daily dranching
by the stztus que, the brainvashinrg sanz terror, the passing off of fglsa consclonne
ness for Ideae, thwoadtwibbox and, lnatoead, glicit Trom those deep pasalons for -
freedom thet hunger for expressien and lack bnth ths confidences, and the forum?
I hopa you will help us and that, scon,” this comradeship will bscome the form
of raorganization of ane's own thoughts and 1ifs for we must ulso know how to :
spesk in future tonee, not as UTtepia, but as what will be this very day if, if, 1.,

Yours,
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