‘March 5, 1971

Deer Riohard,

Hurrsh! So you did get an invitstion from Pariai 1'm sure it is
s work of Champ Libre, buk, of courne, it woulinit satter who secwroe? the
lectures 4Alpo, tho fact that Guegan sald you were Halcome 1t tromenmliucws besauss
he's a roal little go-zetter, and they are very anxlow %o becoms an impartant
publisher, Tterofors, everything must vevelve around RD and MAF {oven if it's
oalled "iiburty" insterd of froedom. I'm sw'e you will new give priority to
lottars going to Francei you actuslly hove very iitilo time to prepsre, Olga
ir sending you the 1limt of reeders 3i Parls, and pwhaps some in landon, but
I really beliova you nust stick %u Freace and Eafebvro is vary Smportant. It
appears to ae that ‘because, unfortunately, Stalinlsm is once egein growing
amonget the intellectuals in Frences, and Althussersan structiralisa 10 1iiew
wige miing hexdwy cgalnol the dislecticisne, ILefsbvre may be interssted in
delng tomething to sproed MAF, either by reviewing it or getting some -Anvitse
tions fo you to speak on it, Be mure to teie a couple of issuee of the Jalos
number that hes my ariicle on Lenin. - ‘

: I lave always tiken, with & grain of salt, whet the 5$alinicts have
written on Meo, They do hive more informetion than we; Ydoed, ono of tha old,
oid Chinese Stalinists 18 in exile thero. But, it iz not because Sheng~wu~llien
ie'woft on Mao that, they attack Lt, but because the vendendy would have nothing
shatever to do with Stalintsm, Heturally, I will be glad to mee what you heva,
but I would be very careful, vhen in Francn, to quote anything from the Stallne
iots sgalnet the Cultural Aevelution. Abnolutcly nothing, in fact, Welre ust
Making sidea” either witk Liu or MNa2o or Hussia., Perhaps you shouid alse teke
With you the chapter on Kao in Philosophy and Ievolution, but you must be vary
gurs that that iv not something that they will translate or use as If 1%.1s
alreedy a published woric. :

The ‘article that ynu're to write on the Peris Commute certainly will
give you a chance tc etress the uniquely Merxist-Humanist analysis: First and
faremost Ls Marx's amalysls of -the 8comwuntrds "storaing the heavons® from below
and tharehy satablishing the epochal new “political rorm" whioh to work out
the sconomic emancipation of the proloteriat.”” Sccondly, = we're still in
¥orx's duy == 1t's the greetost achlevement of the comaune being™it's own
workizg existence™ which was pot really a otate. (which 18, of course, what
Lenin buflt a whole State and Revelution on ). Tirdly, and this applies
aspeciilly to our ers of WL, tho masees that wera aroussd "{uo 2 man" meant
"t a womn and child as well®., I heve always been swprised, though it was
nsver nedw %0 me, &8 to how miny thowsards of women workers ware organired Jnto
the Wonen’s Comaitten for the Defense of Paris and tho Care of the Woundad, the
number of meetings thoy held, anml the ract that one of tha lesders sas a Hussian,

" Dudstrieln-Tomanoveky. low the new that I belleve you can stress in your article,
the Camune Lives, iz the gonoralization thet, wharess up to 191l and the raturn
to Hegel, ull Marxists, dospite Marx's magnificent works on the Commune, clung
to the French Kevolution as the "modal®, efter the collapse of tha Socomd Inter-
ratlonal, aftor the concratiration of the dialectic as an M"alpebra of rovelution®,
the Paris Commune beeame tho pivot of working for a new soclety without burescracy,
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And with this new aonvopt, it was not 8¢ much Jacobinlem ssMindignant hearts®
that becema the fucal point. On the othor haod, Maots China bogan to abuse
and transfeminto total opposite the wholo questlon of Commune. First, #ao
ingroduped it in his Greal lazp Ferward ln 1958 when it nount ebsolutwly end-
leae hows of Jabor., Ssconily, when he added"Culiural” to that "Revolullon®,’
54 began te soan sowsthing purely suwerestractural ard, of course, in its
Maorican form it 48 such degradeilon that aven cultural would seea liko A grest
revelution as sgainst the so-called communes an! new mife strles®, bet vhat
in significant in A)l foras, even when 1t gety tranaformed inte its total
opposite i Sho hold 1% %as on tho mszsa, In tern, all sorto of great ihings
nome Trox celow, Thud, Shanz=wu~lien took it in its pure communal form as 3%
wea in 1B71, and &0 lerin oxdarstood 1t and ag they wantei 1t undersciood o
includa the mapsss to & min, Oao fiaal ward on this questlon iv thet Nao had
aboslutaly no uie for an technologieally advanced country, Franco leasé of all,
" gince the flirtation with TeGaulle 1ad to nothing. To hls surprice. May, 1968,
Wheratpoit, ha ouddenly declded Lo powr in noW monies, Torget a)l abcut the other
. ‘groupings that orlginally og1lad themselves Huolsts and star: as if he kes the
- Paris "qumuhe. both of 1371 and. 1958 in mind all of the time,

-
Ry

- T an Jooklrig formrd to gotting the Mauer buok, I beliova there 18,
“some zisunderstanding, so it 15 good thet youlrs sending me the hook go a4 ! PR

gore §6 vt 1 moan by miaurerstanding: only the encyclopeadis Eho toallar.

'Leglo, but the final third book, Philascphy of Hiud, i paragraphed ‘and nusbered.’

e thres concluding peregraphs are move Liwn paragraphsbut the numbars afeoon=
. 5aGUELYS wn57l57 5576577+ Mawrer*s book, howsver, seems. to be on the Phenow
pacology which 38 nowhérs mmbereds However, thore arc throo pages in it,
pigos 85 to 7 that seenm to deal with the encyolopaedise I will definitely gel
at T ased trecelated long before ths menth iy out and will return it to you.
Thenk you very machs . .

e

vhon is it that you're leaving axnctly? When retuwning? All of the
bent. . '

LR

P.S. I'vo Just asked Olga to send you twe oxtra hssuaé%nf Spring, 1570 Talos,




