March 3, 1971

Dscr Alles{.

: This lu not for tho Iccali Lt Ao "porsonal® in the sense in wnlch we
ufs (he Kord whon we masn political but informal and dirscted to oaly cne
person. The renson I atress this will hocaa obvious in the taxt ltsell.

I fuel thet your letter of February 23rd about beth "the guerriia
warfare of IDEAS™ and Slack Masaes &g vangusrd hac not only hit the aail on
tho heed but & 1so llliminated soms totally new sapoots, Thus, £o mantinn
Tieok a3 Ar it wers only one of meny foroms of rovolution wuuld ter] to reduce
tha Black dimension to a guantitative sphera, Or course, thore ars elvays more
than one forae of revelutlon; Indeed, %t lsn't a ravelution unless it doos
bring on the historic stage many new strata. uut, vanguerd, not in tho olitist
s2086 but A a mess movement, 10 orucial both-as concept and ag actugl live
persistent faroe, Far exmmple, in the Hurgarien Revolutlon, 1t wme the Touth
whe hod started it, the lntellectucls, in genersl, played a very lmporiant
reloe Ad yot oace the golng zot tough, those pecple wsre able to escaje
wherees ‘the werkors, not only ramolned but coatinued their workaa.donnolls
for’'s svaral wooks aftar the revolutior waz lost, which is whyVits ‘only working
existonce” wes singled out by Marx es the grostsut achisvmeat of the Faris
Comouna, and why wo, in 1955, insisted in placing tha Montgomery Bue Boyuott
6n the game level us the Workers Counciis. This 1a somathing that r'ev recoge
algeeven azong Marxists, especially whon gomothing new arlses, in this case
the Wmone Libaration and the Chicano, We corteinly must Anglude these forces
but' they aust be Jjuiged objestively snd rot allowad to prodoainate cver the -
Eleck wvhen it is the latter. thai has proven itself ever slnce ths birtk of this
eountry and 18, at this very nomant, tho key fio oubripght revolution in the fulle
nses of time, ‘

. The tragedy here is that thore is such an urbridgeable gulf between
intalleztusls and messes that, instead of a devaloping unity of theory and
practice, we gat overwore unprincipled cleavages in totsl isolation from what
the masses aspire to. Wt for eximple is the present backbiting between
Cleaver sad Newton mnd Angela Davie and the Hew TYork Panthers an! 3tokeley
Carmichsol, not to mcation the 7P emd tho Maolsto? I have yet to sco & ganuine
idea 1smun from ‘the mouths of any of them and ‘Argela haz deelt with nothing othor
than doas all of her life bhefors! In a word, ghe is keoplng the ideas only
when she 1s argulng with Marouse, not to warking out a philesophy af rowoiution
in which the movemant from prastice would bs the catolyast for Sevaloprent of
ideas, & philesopny of liberation,

For the Local tc be sble to grapple with those ideas, we would have
to have, as a astarter, a very much more formal ropm for meeting than e home
and a xmxg zuch greater rigor with which idaas are discusseds they cannot como
from the top of ones head, \Mat do you supposa you can do an Shat?

The zoceptance by both black ant white to work in thoir own "eoumunitiea!
vag the resl copwgut frem any batilo of idaas, T wish you would try to recellect
what you thoiught duclng that period an’ how, as & Harxiot-Huzanis{,you would now
cownel ascme of your old buldies to angage in s batilo o Ldena, which 1s the sne
Rotivity thoy seom never to participata in,

Youra,
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